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CHAPTER 1.

THE BACKGROUND.



(a) In Hew Zeéland.
_“d‘*‘ﬁié';ééis which followed the rediscovery of New Zea~
_land by Captain Cook in I769were the darkest in British col-
onial history.The principles of the old colonial policy,embod~

4

ied in the Navigation nct,head nof saved che failing fpire,and it
is not surprising that in New Zealana as elsewhere the work of
systematic colonisation,of which the Toundation of Canterbury is
a conspicuous example,should have to awalt the day when confident
views of the possibilities of colonies once again prevailed,

, - that.

These new iueus,ol waich the essence was/colonies
gould ana should be ﬁhe prouuct of intelligent uesigﬁuand not of
chence,found theiriirst clearxr expressioﬁ,ohiefly in their ecouol-

Sic sspect,in Hdward Gibbon wWakefield's '"Letter from Sydney",of

1829,while thelr political oonsequencjes may bhe traced in Lord

g

Durham's Cenadian report of 1833, In the actual practice o:
ftion wekefield insisted on two leading princip.ss: that in order to

provide gufficient lebour,colonial waste lands should be soloa at

a uniform and not tos cheap price; anu that part of the proceeds

should be spent in assisting ilmmigretion. After an atltempt in

Soutin Australia,he turned his attention to Wew sealand,which in

evidence bheifore the House oi Commong in 1338 he degoribed ss the

1e world for colonisation.® In I837 tie

cl

ﬁihe fittest country in
Hew Ze&aland Association weg formeda of tnose wiho held these prin-
ciples of colonisaiidn9 some of whom,inbidentallygwere thie polit=
ical opponents of Lord Glenelg,the Colonisl 3ecrétary.ihe Govern-
ment looked with disfsvour upon the Agpoclation,of which the
"only object was to bring the subject belfore tdé public and Farl-
iament:" but offered to constitute it on certain conditions a
chartered company. This offer the Association refused, snd in

I838 it dissolved itself,In the following year many of the intend-

/. s .
Wekeiield, Yividence before Committee, I840,
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ing Eew'Zealand colonistes, including some members-of the ASE0Cw-
.iatiCn; formed themselves into a Whew Lealand Land Company?” and,
failing to obtain a charter, Gecided to negotiate with the natives
for land, A vessel, the TORYY wee sent by the Company to Fort |
Nidhdlson at the end of 1839, with the idtention, Which proved
sucdeséful, of forping'the'haﬂd of the DBritish Govermment., Cay-
tain Hobson was sént out to negotiate for the cession of the
islands, and on February 6th, I840, was'signed the.Tregﬁy of Wai-
tangi, by which the Gueen's sovereignty over New Zééland was
acknowiedged.lﬁrom liay to Novembser I840 New Zealand was a depend-
ency of New South Wales ﬁnder a Liéﬁtenant-@o#ernor: but by |
Letters Patent under the Gréat Seal of Wovember I6th, it was

made into a separateAColony with a Governor and nominated Leg~
iglative Council,

The Treaty of Waltanzi heving oeen sighed ar the Bay
of_Islands_by}foxty—six cilefs, Hobson 3ent Hajor Buﬁbﬁry to
obtain thé signatu4eg of the chiefs of the Middle Island and
Btewart Island, At Stewart Island Major Emhbury, oﬁ Jung 5th., 1840
proclaimed the Queen'w sovereiganty by right of discovery'and on
June I7th., at Cloudy Bay (Middle Island)'in virtue of the Treéty
of Wéiténgi.Though Briﬁish sovereignty over the Middle Iéland
had thus alréady been eétabfhishedg it was long believed'that

it was at Akar@a,'a few hours before a French frigate, whose
captain intended to proclaim Efench sovereignty, sailed into the
narbour, that the proclamatioh wag made, The facts, as recently
estaﬁhshed, are these. In July there arriiéd at the Bay of Is-
lands a frigate, L'AUBE,,sent'out to egcort another ﬁwench ship,
the COMTE DE PARIS, which carried fifty-seven immigrents. These
had been déspatched by a ¥French Company, the ﬂanto-Bordela1883 -
Company, to set£le~in the thirty-thousand acres Whiéh it claimed

to have purchased ffom_the natives of Bank's Peninsula. In order



té leave no doubt as to the reaiity of ﬁritish sovereignty over
the Middle'Isiand Hobson immediately sént'captaéﬁgin the BRITQ;
:MART o Akarda, for the purpose of holding courts there under -
the Brxtlsh flag, On Auﬂust IIth, Stanley hoisted tne Brltlsh
‘flag at Akaroa, On the I5th, L'AUBE, and on the I6th. the COMTH
'DETPARIS, arrived, The éommander of the frigate did not digpute
the claim of ﬁhe British to.thé Iéland, épd assented:to Capfain
Sténley's §£oposals as'to the site of‘the.settlemeht for the
emigranté. the claim of 50,006 acres was not rejected, but in I849
the Nantb-Bordelaisé Comyany_ﬁfan$ferred.all ite rights to the' |
- New Zealdnd‘Compahy fér thé sui éf£4,5oo, In the previous yearA
natiﬁe land claims in this area had béen sétﬁlted by the apport-
'iénment of reserves, and the New Zealand Cqmﬁahy now had a _}
‘valid élaim.to thig part also of the future‘properfy of the
Canterbury Association° a
After the annexation of the Islands, trouble arose
ibetwéen the'Governof and the New Zealand Land Company. The;orig-
‘inal claim of the Company to 20?@60?000 acres Whiph itAﬁlleged
*toihéve purchased from the natives had been given up when the
Compangywas incorporated in February I84I, but even its more
modest later claimsg, based on titles Thlch it supaosed Lne GOV =
ernment to have fecovnised"wére impugned by a‘speclal Commigsiofi=
er sent out to 1nvest16ate them, The difficulties of the uompany
howeVer, which bulk so largely in New aealangroi the forcles,
qld not seriously affect the fortunes of the Canterbury Settlement,
' owing to the sparsel& settled character of the land wanich the.Cana.
terbury Association bought from the bomyany, A '
- In August 1846 a constltutlon for New Aealand was - Iramea
by marl &rey, the Colonial Becretary; but Governor urey, deewing
it unsuitable, and likely to place excessive power in the hands .-

of "land sharks", suspended its operation. The wisdoni of this act

. 9&00 Viet,Cap.CIII.
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of insubordiﬁétion was ultimately recognised, and on Mardh, 7t
1848, a Suspending Acﬁ was passed,-whioh suspended fo? five years
‘the operationsof the mogt objectionable portions of the Act of
1346, ﬁy a proclamatmon of the Governor of March I0%L, 1848, the:
colony was dlvlded into two provxnces, ﬂew Ulster and New MunSuer>
which lay respeoclvely north and south of a line drawn due east
from.zne mouth of the Patea River, udCh of tihesge prov1nces was
placed under a,Lieutenaﬁtu Governor, Hewaealand-remalned unaer_'
the autocratic rule of the Governor and his Cdunoil until the ind

troduction of the Parliamentary and Provincial system in I853,

(b) In HEngland,

After the Peacé of Vienna in I315, many.social evils
“to which durlng the wars temporary remedies had been applied, agair
“demanded attention, The desire for greater population during the.
wars had been met by the system of granting fewards to large
‘fémilim Thisg pPractice, and the indiscriminate application of
:foor Law Relief haa placed a premium on uarlitlecsness, and the
-temporary bonefit afforded by these measures Was now eclipsed
by groWing.pressure of population and increased social-distress.
Uneﬁﬁloyment and extreme poverty»prevailed in boththe industrial
and'agriculturél classes. High protective duties and corn laws
kept prices high in the interests of a powerful minority of‘landu
holders'and nanufacturers, while thé evils bf_theAfactory system
and of child labouxr le;h little hoge that the new beneratlon wWould
be less unequal to its fortunes than the old, ”hougn the Trosser
JTorms of Parliamentary corruption nq longer flourished ag they .
had in the eighteenth ceﬁtury, yet the electorai system remained
sucﬁlas to place all political power in the hands of the weallii-
ier claéses.
Thege evils, with the still greater misery in Ireland

caused a steady flow in the tide of emigration, which continued
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in'spiterf the atbempts made towards the middle of fhe éentury.
to_alleviaﬁe them by certain 1egislativé measureé, sucht%he Ref=
orm Bill of xsaé, the New Poor Law of 1834, and the repeéal of
the Corn Laws in 1848, Hitherto the emigrant had beén regarded .
with disfavoﬁr, éven’with suspicion. Tradition had it that none
- but wastrels went to the colonies, the agssociation of Whiéh Hnegro
" slavery and‘transportation inereased theii ill repute. It had
not always been so, "Plantations", gaid Bééoh, Tare amongst anc- -
ient primitive ahd heroical Works.ﬁ Now, thanks to the indeféta'
igable efforts of Wakefield an& hig school, the good name of
colonisation was restored, “In contrast to the penal establish~
ments that had been the first Hnglish Settlements in Australiég
the Wakefield, éystem.of high priced lands and assisted immigrationA
was appiied , though not to the saﬁisfaotion of its author, in
South Australia in I836. Several of the settleménts in-mewAZealandg
including the important Fres Church of Scotland settlemént in
e

the same lines.
AT

Another circumstance which throdghout this period great-

. Otago, which was made in 1843, were

ly  favoured emigration was that increase in facilities for iobo-
motion, which played'so significant a part in the economic de=
?elopment of the nineteenth century gmwrrsakiyx. "is the greatest
industrial fact of the eighteenth century is the agplication of
steam to production, so the most Ilmportant commercial circumstance
of the‘nineteenth century ils the aypﬁation of steam to locomotion.5
Thus when in the late forties the danterbury schemm was
first talked of those general incentives to em%igrationAwhich had
been oberative‘fér the lasgt two decadeg had ﬁot logt their forqe.>
On the contrary, as will be seen in the next chapter, they were
to be‘strengthened by the political upheavalg of the middle of
the.ceufury. To them was &aded that influenée wiiich gave to ‘ths

. ) ({‘clq Saa
Jentverbury’ its alstinetive charccter, Tihe founders of the province.

- R~ .- .
Becon, Lssay on Plantations,
1. Bpencer Wealpole, History of Enzland, Vol,V,
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ghared & common zeal for .the Church of Imgland, To.understand now -
new was such a state df mind it must be rembefed'that for é cent-

. . /
ury and more the Church had énjoyed that "healthiest_state"Ain
which, careful of sobergess, decency and sensge, it neglectéd
~&ogma and deé%c#ated enthusissm, even enthusiaém for itself, did
the prdflem ever arise, This was now changed, The religious re-
vivael which begsn at Oxford in I833, reacﬁt&cross the indifferent-
ism of the eighteenth century to the zeal of the seventeenth, ana
thence back to the first centuries of ééistianity,'sought to
revive in.the minds of'W;glishmen an energetic faiﬂh in the super-
natursl character of the Church, and other dogmas long fallen into
neglect, The Hstablishment, waking up to find itself taken ser-
iously, succumbed - to the virus of éhthuéiasm, and Vesley was A
aﬁenged, The aﬁy large number of the féunders of Canterbury were .
Tractarians in the party sense there.is little to show, God;ey
himself appears to huve been deeﬁly influenced by the Mbvament,
end his vears &t Oxford were those in which Hewmén's persuasive
voice was still to be heard in its defence, Others wererf the -
ogposite school, butAby whét they sought to bring about i. Canter=-
bury all confess themselves heirs of the Oxford Mbvement,-Whiéh,
even if it exaspe:aﬁed more tApn it convinbed, yuickened the whole
Church. The idea of propagating the Church of Hmglsnd, which
in thelprévious century would hsve as seemed as cu:ioﬁa a motive
as that of transplanting the Bank or}the Post Office, Was in .this
revival of the Ghufch militant powerful t§ ingpire and sustain

a counsideéerable enterprise,

I IA e , 'TL« 61#1‘)\ (;\._:G_,A(R-‘.fw‘..{r{}“-



' CHAPTER II.

THE CANTERBURY ASSOCIATION.

————



There was no novelly in the idea of religiouSmcoldnis~
ation., The Puritan colonies of Hew England were the result of =
.determination to find a plade where & persecuted religion could
Aflourish ﬁnmolested, and they retained for many yeérs;.with much
of their intolerance and ééctarianism, thelr regigilous character,
It was ﬁot, however, until a new colonial systemﬂ.inforﬁedxby
distinct principles of its own had.emerged}from the'disillusionhent
which followed‘the logss of the. fmerican coloniesg, that reiigién
awain became a wmotive for colonisatgdnn In 18323 the Bishoyp of
Forwich published an essay édvooating colonisation on a religious
basis. Towerds the end of 1843 ldwerd Gibbon Wekefield conci@ved
the idea.of a Church of Ingland settlement in FWew Zealand, under
the susplces of the Wew Lealand Company, Two circumstances combined
o wostpone this Qrdjeot;'The Walrau massecre had inaugurated a
yeriOd of native hostility; and the Colounial Office and missionary
bodies in. England were opyosed to further action on the purt -of
tlie Few Zealand Compeany, However the ides qf~the Church settlement
.Was not abandoned; and in the autwan of I847 wekefleld met Johu
dobert dodley, | |

wodley wes born 4@ County Lei%mrim, ireland, in 1314,
after leaving Herrow; he wes educated at Christ Caurch, Oxford,
where, as has been indicated, he had been influénoed by:the Tract-
.arian'Mbvément then at its height, and had made many friendships -
pf importance to hig future work, A deep thinker on imperial proba
‘lems, and a forceful writer, he hau traﬁelledwidely, aﬁd had béen
much struck by the differenqe between the roughness of the backe-
'Wood settlementd of the United Stakes and the religious and civilig-

ed atmosphere of Lower Csnada, He had foreseen the horrors of the
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Trish famihe ‘and had proposed'a soheme:of emigration
to Canada Whloh if adopted,: might have saved many
lives. Godley welc omed with enthusmsm Wakefl eld's
idea of'a ‘Church - settlement and the idealism of ©
ithe one oonmined W1th the praotlcal experience of
_the other were soon to make such a settlement a
reallty
The:oentral object of all the ambitious

- schemes oonneoted with the name'of'the Qe terbury

Association was the foundation, on a“Ghoroh of
| Engiano basis, of a oolony attractive to the upper
orders of'the people.’ Accordingly, . Godley, whose
power of oommandlng enthu51asnland co operatlon was the~
life-blood of the Canterbury proaeot secured the ‘
'sympathy of many_men amongst the aristocracy and-‘
-clergy, Who;-in_Maroh 1848, formed thenselves into
"an.essociation for founding a settlement of members
‘ofhthe Church of England in New Zealand ." A |
'Committee of NManagement was formed, of which the
Bishop of Oxford Lord Lyttelton “and other promlnent

- men, were members. It was resolved "That the nanme of

- the proposed settlement be Oamterburv; and the name ,
of the chlef town Christ Church: and that a letter be -
' transnutted to the New Zeamand COmpanyxpropOS1ng to -
3them‘a plan of oolonisation in conjunction with the'
ASSOCi&ﬁlOH."‘X (The actual site of Cantefbury'was not
. yet determlned.) .The. Aosoclatlon then proceeded: to
'Hake itsvsoheme public by advert181ng in the better
known Journals, by publio meetnngs and by Short ,
-artloles setting forth the pr1n01ples of the intended
settlement '

X Minutes, Caﬂterbury~AsSooietion, Merch 27th, 1848. -
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The unattractive nature of preV1ous English
colonisation was flrst emphasised Colonlsatlon ‘
had been equivalent to exile, and ‘had been undertaken
enly'under the bressure of dire necessity. Aecordlngly;
ﬁhe.emigrants had been of only one class - the class |
which was compelled to emigrate .in order to provide
the bare necessities of maberiel existence. In their
colonial homes they had found themselves without o
provision for their intellectual and religious needs,
and colonial society had in consequence exhibited
some ugly characteristics. "How could it be otherwise?
Let us consider the position of the poor-and
uneducated emigrant in his adopted country ..... ;;.AHe
has childrea.eld enough to go to school; he needs
religious rites and oensolations; the elergymen and
~ schoolmasters are few in number'and widely disbersed,
In short, no care had been taken to meke due
provision for the cravings of his moral nature; we _
have thought of our colonists chiefly as of so much
flesh and blood requiring to- be renewed by food and
covered with clothing; the food of the heart has
received bub secondary care." ¥ With:thisrnegiecp
| was contrasted the spirituai.endowment of the New
Englsnd solonies, and the solemn sacrifices with which
a Corinth would send out a complste segment of her |
~ society to colonise & Cercyra The latter comparison
'; was - repeated with a rather mono tonous frequency by -

_ the erudlte fathers of the Canterbury'prOV1nce

- For these reasons, SO the argument ran,
men of station and eharacter, and the more refined
elemenﬁs of society, had Dbeen deterred from pelonisatiml

X Canterbury Papers I.
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They'were unWi1iing to expose their children to the
risk of growing up without education or religious
influence. To obviate these difficulties it was
'new proposed to "form a settlement to be  composed

| entirely of membersAof'our own Church, accoﬁpanied
by an adeqqate.subply'df clergy; with all the
appliances requisite for carryiﬁg out her ordinences,
‘and with full provisioh for extending them in
proportion to the inereaSe of population. As, by
?reserving-unity of créed the diffi culties which
‘surround the question of education are avoided, we
shall be enabled to supply amply -and satisfactorily
for that object . ... v ‘The purchasers of Land
would have the selection of labourers to be
'recommended for a~free passage, such labourers to

be also exclusively'pgg@,fide members{ofxthe English
Church." X |

The time seemed ripe far swh an undértaking.

A wave of revolutionary feeling and of social
disturbence was thenApassing over Europe. '"'The
future was dark and troubled. len's hearte were
feiling them for fear;“ 3 »Pressure.of'population
andlumeasineSS'regarding the future were producing
‘evil.and menacing resulte; Not only were tle poorer |
Qlasses effected but many clergymen andAcountry

gentlemen were being forced by poverty into a lower

:mfstatioh in lile All these dlscontented elements

would, it was thougnt find scope for their energies
in the proposed colony, WhlGh would be hanmcapped
by none of the dlsadvantages that formerly beset

colonlsation.

X Canterbury Papers I..
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The Assoolatl on had fixed upon NeW Zealsnd as.
-the most spproprlste flelcl for thelr enterprise. It.s
sdvantages attested by many vutnesses were threefolcl
The s0il was fertlle ‘and the land was rich- 10 other |
resources, especially. coa.l tlmber and water power
~ The CIimate was excellent The geograpnlcal pos:ﬂnon
and conformation of the countr'y were favou.rable and
" there Was easy access to markets as well as good
| natwal harbours. | ‘ o
- The detalls of the scheme were then explamed
.»It was proposed to apply to thé New Zealand C’_om_pany‘
for ore millionm acres (an area afterwards increase‘d.
‘to 2 ,400,000 acfes) ‘The 'price‘ of. rural 'land was ‘to.
be £3 per aore Of this sum, l0s. was to be paid to
the New Zealand Company as the price of the land:
£1 per acre to. the rellglous and educationwlfund‘ ‘
£1 to the Imrmgration Fund; 10s. to the fund for
~ mis cellaneous purposes includ ing snr'veys, roads and ..
bridges. When the whole of the land had. been sold
the followmg sums would be allotted to ’thelr L

'respeotlve ob;;ects' : c

New Zealand Compamr L ' 500?'000
Religious and Educational Fund 1,000,000
‘Immigration Fund . . 1,000,000

" Fund for miscellane ous purposes_. : 5QQ,QOO o

£5,000,QOO
Thus the: Wakefleld prin01ple that hlgh prlced
land wa,s really the cheapest was fully observed It

A, affordeé a field for sound 1nvestment while the price
_deterred speculation. Part of the proceeds was to be "
| spent in ass:.stlng the immigration of labourers,

. who Would be prevented, dwing to the hlgh price- of
,land from 1mmerolately talang up land themselves
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and leaVing.the lsbour market empty - an.evil,which'had
greatly retarded,the‘progfess of coloniesswhsre lahd»,
‘had Dbeen sold at a nominal prlce | ‘ »,

But' the most attractive foature of the whole
' proposal and the one which was destined to be the most
- changed by the - course of events was the scheme for
the féligious and educational endowment of the colony.
"in spite'of its apparent extravagance, this was not a
_hasty and ill—éOnsidered'intentibn butbt was carefully
matured by the ohoicsst intellects among the friends
foCanterbury.' There was to be‘a'Bishop.Who Wou1d 
exercise a'quasi~patriarchica1~auihofity‘over‘the ’
_colony in its initial stages. The following sumé-were'
to be spent ‘on churches and schools: -

20 chwrches at £1,000 each - nZo%Coo»i-
| 0. Pargsonage -houses & glebes ' | :

- at £500 each - - 10,000

20 Schools at £100 eaoh o 2,000 -

A College and’ Chapel | 6,000 -

‘R931dences for -a Bishop, the =
Principal of the College and an
| Archideacon

,OOO ;

| TOTAL ~£41.000 |
SalarleStJere 1o be apportloned as follows -

~To a Blshop ' o 'I%OOO A
To an Archdeacon . S N ‘600;3

20 Clergymen, each £200° 4,000

A 20 udhoolmasters each £70 '1,400

| TOTAL PER ANNUM - £7,000

 An elaborabe scheme for a college was also
Afworked'out It was to possess"its 6wn Warden Fellows -
and Tutors, and to consist of two. departmants a" _ |

publlc school departmcnt farboys from seven to seventeen,
and a collegiate department for students above‘the sge E

.of seventeen. These two departmsntS'were to ‘be tne

- Cen.terbury Public school, and the University
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respectively; and it was intended that young men from
in{dia and Australia should also receive their education
‘at Christ Church College. In the original plan,»aﬂspace
was set apart in the capital city, Christ Church, to be
occupied by‘ the Cathedral surr ounded by the Coliege |
buildings . This was in 'imi tation of Christ Church,
Oxford to which foundation many prominent members of
‘ohe Canterbury Associati on, ‘such as God ley,
and SlI‘ John Simeon, had belonged 4
Emigration was to be closely controlled by the
- Associa’oi‘on,, vhich would eXercise. a power of selection
, arnéng'all those who should apply for permission to enter
the settlement, either as buyers of lend or as
immigrants desiring assis tance. Every class and -
profession was to be represented in that proportion in .
which it ought to0 exist in a pfosperous ¢colonial oon_rmunity,
The Association would ensure that none ’but’ persons who
Weref of good character, as well as 'members_: of the Chur ch
of England, should ’be admitted.
- Such was the plan of the pfe_posed colonial soc iety -
- a society which should be a.complete. segment of English
life, and in which what were considered to be the best
elements of civilised existence shoulc'l be harmoniously
blended. VAn English county, with its Cathedral city,
it famous university, its Bishop, its parishes, its
endowed clergy, its ancient aristocracy, its yéOmah
farmers, its few nec essary tradesmen, its sturdy and
loyal':'labourers; and all this with no crime, no"pove‘r'foy
| and no dissent - this was the ideal which their
t1mag1nat1 on suggested. weo

§.T-- Purchas, Bishop Harper and the Car terbury Settlement.



CHAPTER III.

. THE FIRST' DEFFICULTIES.
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The.bropossls of the.Assoo;ation were;at;fifst
‘ifavOurebly reoeived‘by the public and by EarI"Grey,'; |
..the Golonlal Seoretary, and 1L was deolded that
applloation should be made for 2 Charter of ' _
e_Inoorporatlon In Meg 1848 an ‘edvance of £25 OOO was
obtained from the New ‘Zealand. Compsny for prehminary .
expenses., In July, Captain Thomas was sent out to the.
, Colon?‘as the Agent, until the AssoC1at1on should ve
incorporeted,.of the New Zeeland‘Company.‘ He was
) instructed to ohoose’a‘miliion aofes,in the”Waifarapa"
| Valley as a site for the settlement. On his'arrivsl in
~ New Zealand, - Thomas immedia tely put himself ‘into . .
‘ oommunloatlon Wlth Governor Grey and Bighop Selwyn,
and made a most oareful searoh for a suitable site.-
He rejected the Wairapepa.Valley,‘ow1ng to the '
difficulty of obtaining lend there from the. nat:t;ve
. owners. He then explored Banks Peninsula and the Port
. Cooper Plains. . These extend for about a hundred mlles '
north and south by about forty -five miles east and
West being'terminated by the Southern Alps on the West
- and the Pacific Ocean on the:east.. A hilly peninsola, .
- called Bankswpeninsula, projeoted.froﬁ thefplains onithe
east; - Port Goopef i's the most nofthweuterly ofjthe '
'harbours ‘with which the penlnsula is 1ndented The :
hills of Banks Peninsula Were thickly Wooded but the
4p1a1ns apart from a few patohes of forest were_ "

- open tussock country This terrltory had in

' 1841 ‘been rejected as- a site for the Nelson settlement.
U In 1844 1t mmd been again explored this time Dby
.’ Captaln Tuokett who was engaged in. oh0031ng a 81te for
the proposed Churoh pf Sootlamd settlement, Tuckett
reparted favourably on the plains,. but oons1dered that
the helght that separated them - from the Port was a

serious obstaole HaV1ng reached Port Cooper,.Toomes
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'Was 1mpressed by the depth and safety of the . harbour
and the favourable aspect of the surroundlng plains.,
'.He obta;ned a report on the country, qated January
 30th, 1849, and ertten.by the Deans Broﬂhers '
»QSootsmen.who hadasettled on- ta% planns in 1842. 'The'
‘repart dwelt on the climete, the fertility of the soil,
the'prospectS'for'stock, and theivarious fesourcés of |
the country, The plainé did not redﬁireVClearing, aﬁd
were ready for 1mmed1ate occupaﬁlon Theré'was ample
.room for the exten51on,of the settlement; and there
‘was no likelihood of ‘any native trouble o Véxlthe,j
intehding settlers. Thomas-was well satisfied that .
‘ Port’Cooper'and the,pléins°prov1ded tho most suitable
site and through Mr. Fox, the locdl agent of the Wew
| Zealahd Company, he made application for ﬂheitérpitory
o Govérnor Grey : in Méy; havina received the assent
of the Governor and of the Bishop, Thomas proceeded to
' Port Cooper to carry out the survey and prellmlnary
works as directed.by the Assoclatlon He fixed on.
- the 31te of three towns Ly@telton (the port) Sumnér;
" end Christ Church. At first he had intended to Place
. the chief town, Cnrlst Church, at the head of the
‘Herbour of Port Vlctorla X put the dlfflculty of
| reclalmlng the mud flats subsequently caused ‘him to
choose the plains as the site of. Christ Church
;Accordlngly he undertook the constructlon of 8. road
over the hlllS from the port to the plalns
, Meanwhlle, ohe Assoo;atlon in England was not
proépefing”asowell as had been'hoped. Meany ofjits'

x .
Port Vlctorla was the name used by the A sociatlon,
but Port Cooper was the more famlllar name in
New Zealand. o .



- 19 -

members such as SlI‘ "hlllam Moleswor‘bh belonged to ,
the pe:rty of colonlal reform, and ’rhelr eagerness to -
‘secure self—government}_for the colonies, provoked the
opposition of the”Colonial office. Most virulent
charges against that department appear in the letters E
of Wekefield, and all allowance ‘being made for any o
overstatements into whi ch, of ficial obotx'uctl on may
betray the enthusmst 1t is evident tha’o the -
opposition of the Colonial Offl ce e,nd of 1ts oeman’o
Covernor Grey, to the BYE tem of. eelf governxnent Wthh
the ‘Canter kury Assocmtl on demdnded, was & real '
o’eetecle to the progfese of the Associatian. Tne llew,
Zeelanc Company also was. in bad odour Wl’oh the publlc,
lloreover the _Aeoome,tl on wes,confr.onted with the. '

attacks of a large section of the comunitv; which
1nvo1ghed against 1ts scheme as belng "sa fegular
Puseyite affair®, and. detected /che future Can. terbury
g, priest-ridden colony'. It was stated, in’ refutation
of tnes-e charges, that Puseyites formed only & section
of the Association, and that it was by the Help of the
Church ra’oher than for the Church that the colony .
was to be established. Neverthelese, tmverde the
end of 1849, when the f irst enthusiasm of the scheme
had cooled there appeared a very real danger of 1ts ‘
belng sntirely abamoned. -The acmlnlstratlon of John
;Hu.tt Chairman of the Commttee of Management wa.s
notorlously weak. He is accused by Wakefield of havmg
"done nothlng but cut holes in the bottom of ’ohe ship". '
However the news.from Thomas in New Zealand Was an 3

‘enc ouragemen’o and the Associatl on decl decl te

proceed. In October 1849 it resolved to send Godley
to "the colony, as he had already been ordered to '.v.leav.e,'
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Englar_id owi'né to ill-health: and on De cember 2nd he Lef
in 'the TADY NﬁGENT 'The 'negotiat ions which had taken'
place with a view e?f' obtamlng a Charter bore fruit 1n
the grantlng of the Royal Charter of chember lESth
'184-9 by which, the Canterbury Asscciation was

" incorporated. On December lst an agreement was made
with the. l\TeW Zealand Company, by whlch the latter was.
bound to reserve 2,000, OOO acres for the Canterbury
Assomatlon for ten years prov:.d ed that £,lOO OOO werth
of land should be sold by th'e Association befare .the
50th April, 1850:  the Association undertaking to sell
the land at not less than £5 per acre, and'tepay the
Company 10/; per acre. In 'defau'l't of the redui.si’ce 'sa,les"
be__ing made , the Association's power over ‘f)he 'Caai:terbury'
settlement was to cease end the laml revert to the
"Com'pany'. Terfns of purchase were now fixed: the land
Was open for sale in Jauary 1850 ahd intending
eolonlsts were asked to submit the ir names. Felix -
Nakefleld as agent for the sale of’ landu proceeded |
on- a tour through the South o:f England to 1nV1te lend
" purchases and expressed confldence that the rem,ured
'amount of land would be sold by the specified t ime .
| The 1neffect1ve admimstrati on of Hutt as.
‘Chairman of the Comml ttee of. Management stl 11 Gon’mnued,
and ‘it was only the thought that Godley_was already on -
the way to New Zealand that prevented the plan from .
. being dropped. "Trom:ile again arose .wiﬁh the Colonial ..
Offic,e 'over the subjec‘e’ of the sals o'f.,_lands, 'The_ |
Assoclation desired tha t priority of chace should be
determined by ballot. Eerl Grey considered that the _'
ballot was a,']‘.otter«y,' but a compromise was final_ly
~arranged. which preserved the principle of the hallot in
| a form which evaded' the 'Aet against lotteries. Moreover
‘ the poss ible ce)ntingeney of fallure referred to in the '
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' agreement with the Company We.e a deadwei:gh’p uioon', the
‘progrese ‘cf.the land sales, while the terms of the
sgreement forbade the extent of the land sales to be
made known before 30th April. Accordingly intend ing
Apurchasers d.elayecl thelr purchases untll the las’o '
"moment, and many refuéd to purchaee at all while there
- was a poss ibility of failure. | Whiie p’rogfees ati Home .
Wes thus -1aborious it was imposs.ible for the egent in
the colony ‘co proc e ed effectlvely Wlth the work of
preparatlon Requests were made by the 1ntend1ng
'colonlsts ’ohat the date of sailing of the first -
.ships should be deflnl’cely leGd and that a new agreement
should be made with the New Zealand C,ompe.nv extending the -
“bime lmlt of the 1and sales.
Hitherto practlcally all the WOI‘K of the -
Association had been left t0:%the Chalrman Now, in
--the spring of 1850, the -other members of the Comlttee
‘of Management began tc put their hand. to tne plousrh in -
real eameet ﬂu’ot foumi the co-operation of his fellow-
, commi ttee men elstasteful and resigned. A% the end of |
Merch 1850 Lord Lyttelton became Chairman of the
‘ Comml thee of Management and the chlef dlfec’oor of the
Canx: terbury scheme, “Nego tla’cl g were carried on- W:Lth
‘the New Zealend Company, snd on April 16th, 2 new agreement
‘vvas"'made' - "The arrangement so mede was in subs’oe.nce .
similar to the former e&Cept that instead of a '
~forfeiture of power 1n default of the. eale of 1am on
30th April, 1850, to the extent of £100,000 in value,
" the conditi on imposed was that sales should be made to
| the extent of £50,000-1n value by the 3lst. December 1856
- gnd should be continuea annually ab ’ohe same rate, in 5
Idefault wher eof The pOWers, of the Assoclatl on were to cease"

X H F. Alston (Sec Gan’oerbury Assn ) to J, R.Codley,

Septemb er. 7th 18&



At the same»‘cime the B{Oth June was substituted for 30th:-
April as the last day on which applications for land orders
from'the first body of colonists should be received This
agreement was- condltloned by .a personal guarantee of Lord
Lyttelton Sir John Simeon, Sir Richard Cawendish, ‘
and Edward Glbbon Wakefield, vh ereby ’ohey bound themselves
to the extent of £3750 each to pay to the Compeny the
emount it would have received if the £100, 000 werth of
' la_nd hed been sold by April 30th, 185,0, This ,guarantee,
which ‘saved the Assoc'iati‘eg,; is a striking tes timony
to the pﬁblic spirit of the founders of Caniterbury .and
may. be. held to atone for a certaln lack of busmess
ability, Wthh with an excess of eloquence, was thelr
chlef falllng It alse shows the attractlve personallty'
of Godley, for it was confessedly out of devotlon to him
that these peruona,l ligbilities were 1ncurr-ed The
«Assomatl on announced that the first chips would. sall
in the Autumn of that year, and the now assur ed certalnty
- 0of the undeftaklng led to a,ﬂ 1narease in the 1and sales
and to more cheerful feelmgs gene rally.

Godley, who had been sent out to New Zealand in
December with instructions to _prepare for the receptlon
- of the Colonists, and to supemntend the establlshment
and progress of the settlement arrlved in Apml The .,
" news Wthh he.heard on re.achlng We_]lington had been )
de'sp'atched frem England when the prospects of't'he '
Assomatlon were most gloomy, and antzclpated that the
settlement at Port Cooper would be aband oned. Godley :
- decided to eqmmun;ca’re with Tho_mas, and see what could
be done, and he arrived at. Port Cooper on April 1lth.
His diédry rec.erds his. first impressions. "The harbour-
is .v_ery'fine, both fram a pieturesque and Aeiutilitar'ien
f_pei.n_’p of view. The Captain and a’l'l‘ the. naut_ical men on
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" oh board were delighted;w1th T . ._Q on surrounding
.the bluff, I was perfectly astonlshed W1th.what I saw .
One mlght have supposed that the country md been '
colonlsed for years so settled and busy'was the look.
of 1ts port. In the flrst_place, there is what the
Yankees call a Splendid Jetty . . . . . On each side
of the road there are houses scattered to the number'
of twentyeflve includlng two hotels and a oustomr |
house. " X Again he writes: "No flrst body of .
ACOlOﬂlStS will find so-nmoh done to prepare for and
.Weloome them as ourS'W111 flnd " Godley was no less '
1mpressed by the fertility of the plaing, and took a
sangulne view of the ir advantabes for agrloulture
grazing and .sport. But he was annoyed to. find that‘.
Thomas had exceeded his credlt with the New Zealand -

' Company by £4,000, and hed carried on the warks on

- a much more extravagant SCale than the precarlous
statée of the Association's fortune could warrant

. He had built Emlgration Berraoks, and expended. |
large sums on thée native .labour required for the
s.urvey' and the roads The agent of the New Zealand
Company was prepared Yo -advance to Thomas an '
addltlonal £3,500, but Godley directed that for the

: present 1o new arrangement should be made. Tnough
pleased with the thoronghness and efflolency shown by
Thomas, who had completed.the topographloal survey
of 213,000 acres, and the trigonomeﬁdoal survey of -
680 000 acres, and thouoh he gaw that the completlon
of the road from the Port to the Plefns was a work -

- of the flfut 1mportanee Godley reluotantly ordered '

V‘tne abandonment of thls wcrk as soon as Thomss should

have exhausted his credit The'W1nter of 1850 he

passed in ‘Wellington, ohaflng at his enforced
1d1eness and leaxnlng all he could.about the Port

Dlary of J R Godley,.Welllngton April °2nd 1850
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Ceoper 'di's"orictg On the 22nd. October he'_’wriites';
"'The people here' are Qui te mad abou‘b Port "Coep'er,
All agree that taken altogebher it is the best .
district in New Zealand for colonmisation.™ When,

at the end of the year ‘he hesrd that ‘ohe Canterbury
| settlement was deptmed to be. a reality, he re‘mrned
to Por-t Coope,r, ordered‘the resumption of the survey,
and pre.pa'fed for fhe'fifst expe dition of "c'o‘_L_,onislts.,' )
who Were' already on their we,y'. Though he o"e_serw/:ed
_strict economy, and reduced his own salary from |
.£800’td"£600 Godley throughout: his whole tenure

of the offlce of Chief Agent was serlously hampered
| by lack of funds.
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CHAPTER IV.

THE DESPATCH OF THE FIKST BODY OF COLONISTS.



The summer of I850 was spent in preparations. for the
‘departure of fhe fifet Pbody of colonists, who were to be despatched -
'at.the end of August. The administration of Tord Lyttelton gave
new 1if€ to ﬁhe'ﬁeeociation, aﬁd although the land sales did not pro-
ceed as rapidly as hed at‘first 5een expected, the idea of the
neﬁ colony began to take a firm hold on the public mind. In May,-
James Hdward Fitzgerald, albriliianf, if difficult,’lrishmaﬁwas ap=
'pointed Superintendent of ®Emigration.to the Association, while uend—
ers were asked for the hire of ships, which were to be ready to
sail at “the end of Au gust, . In uhe ‘choice of the emlgrants to whom
ass1sted passages should be glven, “the n33001at10n laid down that
exoept in specxal cases the age of the emlgrant was not to exceed
forty years. Preference Wae given to young married couples'a3~
enigrants, and as ship'e surgeons to those who were married and
intended to settle in the colony° inute yreparatlons Were made
for the phy51cal and eplrltual welfare of the passenbere during
the voyage, Lists were published giving the minimum of clothing
an& other necessaries which the ihtehding emizrant shouid take
. With him, Chaplains and schoelmeeters Were_appointed to‘carry.
out‘theif regpective duties on board ship, wyery emigrent was to
bring a certificate from the clergyman of his parish, certifying
his bona fides and good charaoter.‘fﬁ Yune, “itzgerald was able
to write to Godley that tﬁe ships were'filliﬁg fast, and that the
colonlats were of .a -good stamp; and commenting on the divisions.
‘then existing in the church at home, he wrote: "It is my consol-

ation ﬁhat the Ghurch of Ehgland is putting forth v&gorous
sciong in foreign lands when the time of her 5lory, as far as

J
human eyes can judge, is departing from her" This sentence suggest s

¢ 7.m.Fitzgerald to J.R.Godley, June 5th, 1850,
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what wag the main attraction of Canterbury in the eyes of

some of its princibal founders., Though the Agsociation alone
exefcised any real power in the-direqtibn of the'Canterbury
scheme, the land purchasers thousht it advisaﬁle that an
infdrmal gsociety should be constitﬁted, ﬁhich; however un= 
éuthoritativéiy; could voice the opinion of the cplonigts,
This desire was realised through the fotmation, on April 25th
IBBO, of a "Society of Colonists", under the'leadership of
W. Guise Brittan, The Soéiéty was Composed of those who inu
tended to be the first cqloﬁiéts; admission béing granted by
--ballot. It had as governing body a- Council, which was also
the medium of communication between the Soéiety and the
| Aséociation. it was resolved that afﬁé July Ist, every land
purchasef in the coldny gshould he a member'ngihe Society;ﬂhe
Soclety could thus claim to represent the colony in some real
Adegree,,and its opinion wag frequently taken'into account’
by the Association, This informal organisatibn was useful .
in joining.the colonists into a'corﬁorate ﬁniong and in pfe-A
paring for the selfsgovernmenﬁ which the colony was after- -
Wards ﬁo enjoy., | ,
| When the result of the ballot for the sale of land
up to 30th, June was made knowh, it was found that only 8050
- acres had been sold, This small amount could be explained |
. by the viecissitudes thfough which the Associatioﬁ had passed;

and the time for the salegememmorummaccam e ——— i e
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was extended _te August ,29’eh,'~by which date it was
expected that s lergely increased smount of land would
be sold. On July 5th, the New Zealand Company
surrendered its Charter to the Crown .The liabilities
of the Company were £236 OOO and its assets
1,000,000 acres of 1and in New Zealand. The Company
renounced all claims on the land and received a lien
for £268,000 on all the land reserves in New Zealand.
As the title of all the unsold lamds in New Zealand
reverted to the Crewn the Centerbury Association now
: had no legal power of effectlng land sales, As soon
as the decision was made known, & Bill drawn by H.
Sewell (DeputyChairman of the Committee of Mmnagement)
wa.s intf oduced into the House of Lords by Earl Grey, -
and- having fapidly paeeed through its various stages,
became law on August 14th, 1850, under the title of
"The Canterbury Settlement Land Act''. ‘The Act
practically embod ied the agreemen’o between the
Association and the Company. The price of land was
definitely fixed at a minimu of £3 per scre: of this
sum, one-sixth was t0 be paid to ’ehe Crown: and land
' was ‘to be sold each year to the value of £50,000C.
But the _forfeiture*by the Canterbury Asscciation of
its powefs' 1n case of failure to sell the. quantlty of
land presorlbed instead of belng absolute, as by
the fermer conditions, was now made 10 depend on the
discretion of the Crown. Moreover, the Act opened .~
for pasturage the unappropriated land at a fixed
annual rental of 20s per 100 acres.
‘ By the end of August the proceeds of the land
“sales amownted to £39,450 - an amount below the first
":e'\:peoteti ons of the ASSOCiuti on, but nevertheless ;
' eneouraglng All wasg now readyv for the departure

On July som a publlc breakfase Thad been glven to the .
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uepart ing colonigts Aon-b‘oard the RANDOLPH, where the
principles and aspirations of the colony\-'v'ere again ”
.revieved. On S_Lm‘day, September 1st, the Archbishop

of Canterbury, Dr. Swmer, ‘p'reache_d a farewsll sermon -
t0 the colonists i:n' St. Pauul.'ci Cathedral O'rl'the'téxt'
>}»"Tne grace of our Lord Jesus Chflotr and the love of
'God, and the commmmnion of the Holy Ghost be with you
all". The mLFSSY (604 tons) and the CHARLOTTE JANE

(619' tons) left Plymouth on the night of Septembar 7th
the' RANDOLPH (664 tons) and the SIR GEORGE SEYMOUR

- (730 tons), on the moming of the next day. They

carrled respectlvely al6 151 211 and 215 passalgers.~"
‘The provision tnat the first settlers should e

entirely manbers of the Ghurch of England was not
observed strlctly, and a Tew Presbyterlans and
EWesleyans also sailed. - Such was the settlng fcrth
of those xnown to pos’oeri ty as the "Canterbury
| Pilgrims". ' ‘

The letters of Wakefleld show what an

1mportant place in the mlnds of these interested in .
the settlement was occupied by the problemg. of selecti ng
a. Bishop. The Bishop was to be ’ohe heart and soul of
the Colony, an Israelitish pat.rlarch a Greek- O&Kﬁw‘?'?/s
not a propagandist but 2 plantmg Blshop, a true
colonist of the ChuI‘,Gh.."X Where was such a one
to be fomd? Seélwyn might have be en the man, but he
was already occupied in a sphere larger than Can teTbury,
and. he was deétined to be a h'indrahce r,a.t,hei' At—han a
 help to the particular demands and. plans of its |

'founder.s. In the early pé;,rt of 1849, Wakefield :

" endeavoured to persuade the Rev. Cecil Wynter, Rector . . .

X E.G. Wakefield to J.R.Codley, September 26th,1849.
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of Grattan Surresr, ‘to - dccept '&‘he new. See. Wynter,
though an eager supporter of the Canterbury prcposals
took/humble view of h1s fitnesg for the office of
:coloms;ng Bishop, and in the Aubumn of 1849 declined -
| ‘the offer. The. next neme recommenoed by the Commltt ee
was that of the Rev. I\Ir Maddock of Ilngston i.n
| Herefordshlre. The 1mmed1ate selection of a safe S
Blshop wes necessary to allay anti - Puseylte SIlSplClOl’lS
and the Assoclatlon congratulated itself .on its |
._successful choice. However in April 1850 Ma.dd ock
also refused. A new ch01ce Was soon made on June
'7Tth, 1850, the Sub- Cormnltte.e for Ecclesiastical
Arrangements resolved: "That they congl der Mr. Thomas
_Jackson (principal of the National Society's Training
.SGiiool, Battersea) eminently »q'nalifi'ed to fill the -
i office of Bishop in the. settlement of'danterbury,
and’ that it is urgent that the necessary steps should '
be taken without de le.y to - obtaln Her Ma jesty'ts
sanctlon to hls ‘appointment, as soon as arrangements
can be entered into for providing an adequate |
'.endowment." X Ks a preacher and platform orator. o
the Rev. Thomas Jacks on had earned a reputat ion which.
as a colonlst of the Church he Was not to sustam. _ |
Negotlat ons with Earl Grey for h1s appom’cnent were
- soon. oeeee%zﬁed Before the Bishop could be consecrated
Earl Grey ‘demand ed that é:lo /06 should be lege,lly :
1nvested with trustees as an endozvment for the See.
As onl_y '£8,700 was awailable for the purpose . Jacks on
began,‘:'with S .ome sncc'ess, to c‘ollect'.subsGrlptlons :
for the Bishopric endowment, the College, and the |
other objects of the Roclesiastical and ‘Education -
Fund. From these subscri'pti.ons e paid, by loan,

¥ Minutes of Canterbury Asse: iabion, June 7tn, 1850.
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£1, 'OOO to0 the Bishopricﬁhdox’ment e;nd the Assoeia"oion'
_‘advanced £300 from the Em1grat1 on Fund thus the .
requlred sum of £10, OOO was ralsed and 1nves’oed as B
an. endownent for the Blshoprlc W1th the Colonlal .

‘ B:Lshoprle Fund under the Soozety for the Propagatlon
“of the Gospel. - .

‘There was. ye‘e another obste.cle to. the _
appointment and eonsecratlon of the Blshop The A
Letters Patent which had appomted Blshop Selwyn to
New Zealand had conferred- on h1m an 1ndefeas1ble tltle
to the charge of the whole country during his life.
'~Henee it was only with the consent of - Selwyn that
the dlocese of Ganterbury c'ould be cu’o out of the _
diocese of New Zealan;d. and . the re W,as an 1nflue_nt1al
"Selwyn Psrty". in the Chnrch' vhich strongly opposed :
'the separati on. To meet the difficulty,. Earl Grey
_required that the Whole of the Middle Island should
“be oonstltuted a diocese: and to thls proposal the -
'Canterbury Associati on reluctantly agr ced. In
- September, the Queen consen‘ced to ’ohe appomtment of
- Jacks o as Blshop, and it was resolved to send h1m
ou*b ‘oo ‘the Colony as Blshop Demgna’oe of Ly’otelton -
to: consult W:Lth ‘the Blshop of New Zealani as. to ’ohe
best means of cons tltulng the proposed dlocese -
'Jacks on left England in the CASTLB EDEN .- He a,rrlved
at Lyttelton in. February, but was unable to ceme to any
agreement with Selwyn, and left six weeks after his
'.,arrlval havrlng done nothing to carry out the schemes. ,
“for Churches and college WlllCh he had s0 warmly |
espoused. - ' o ..
~ The fact is, that the 1nca,peclty of Jackson o
for busmess nad prevented any further steps being .
4 taken towards h1s consecra‘ol om. . In nngland he had '
‘ralsed subscrlptlons which presumably had be en
‘ apportloned to their respective. obaeets. Bu’o_e‘ven‘s‘o,
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‘2 balance of £385 .rer'nained uilacoounted for, and
Jacks on refused to account +0 . the Association for 1t.
The Assooiatlon wa.s also made llable for tradesman's{'
“pills to the extent of £1,000 incurred by Jackson |
and that at a time when its finamcial embarrassments-
were severe. . This remissness: (no oharge of»d1sh0_nesty
was made) was a heav'j biow to the Associetiou ' Much'
had been hoped of the néw. Bishopl .Delsignate with whose '»
profuse expreselons of devotl on to Canterbury, and
- of his intention to remin there throughout his life,
his speedy departure fr om the co].ony was to promde -
80 melancholy & contrast. It was mth deep. regr et
'that the Association, while pe:ylng; tribute to "hig
- talent, energy, zeal, the generosity of his impu_ises,
~ the kindness of nis 'nature,""::{ was in Augus?t 1851 o
cozube’1led to express its 1&01{ of confidence in 'hlim,
~and 'to."*rec_iueet the Archbishop of Caiterbury to 'pre'ven't"
‘the mischief likely to re sultfrom the comple'tion of ‘
- Nr. Jackson's appomtment as Blshop of the new See .
- of Lyttelton n XX An attempt to appoint. the Rev.
Ph111p Gell to the  di ocese also failed, and
Cae terbury remained wzthout a Bishop’ untll the |
c onueorati on of Bishop Harp er in 1855 '

X H. Sewell t0 J.R. Godlej, October let 1850 D

m‘ Report of Sub-Committee of Comm:Lttee of- Me.nagement
of Can terbury Assoolatlon August j1st 185 ,
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THE ARRTVAL: THE NAME OF CHRISTCHURCH.




= 32 -

" The flrst four shlps arrlved at Port Cooper
in Decenmer 1850 ~ The Voyage of the CRESSY had been
‘eventful as the Captain had proved to be worse than
useless, and W. Guise Brittan; Chairman of the Council
of the Society of Canterbufy Colonlsts ‘had been forced
e,to take conmand " On Sunday; Decenber 15th, the
: passengers of -the GHARLOTTE JANE obtained thelr flrst ,
view of Can terbury, when they sighted the hills .
 that separate Lake Ellesmere from Akaroa Harbour " They
were dellghted'w1th the flne harbours and WCDdBd hlllS
'of Banks Peninsula, and with the V1eJ of the South Alps |
'mhloh met theﬁxwhen they rounded the p01nt They'were.
_equally 1mpressed by the imposing: entrance to Port
'Cooper and the plcturesque S1tuation of the llttle

- port. The CHARLOTTE JKNF anchored on ‘the. mornlng of

‘Monday, December 16th: . the RANDOLPH 1n the. even1ng

~ the SIR GFORGE SEYMOUR on the- next day: and the CBESSY
which had suf fered’ most from the bed weather arrived: .

) on December 28th. The passengefs of the first three
ships found Governor Grey on the Spot, awaiting their
arrival. _He shewed'them'e?ery consideration, and allared
';fheir'gOOds o be landed free of dUmy; The almost

- snmultaneous arflval of the three ships over- taxed

the accommodation of the barrack houses, and complaints
Were heard However though the Port was to some a
dlsapp01ntment Lhe Plalns gave general satlofaotlon
‘Most of the eolonlsts mlgrated to the plains,’ ana the
"seleotlon of land was soon in progress.

A questlon Wnlch had caused much dellberatlon
and has since been.the subaect of" centroversy, was in
,fact settled soon after the arrlval of the first body
of .colonists. This is the_qrestionloflthe name .of the
present capital, Christchurch. Three ooiﬁts‘must be
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dilstirigﬁished;‘Whem'.e '\}Jas the name taken: how came ,
it to be applied to the Cep:i’pel : and wh_et was the site
of the capltal'r’ _

It has novv been made cledr that Chrlstchurch
was named after the Oxforcl College Christ Church
This foundatl on 1s rerrarkable 1n several Ways ‘ Th_e |
:Cathedral Church of the Diocese of OXford 1s the . |
Chapel of Chms’o Church the Dean 1s the Dean of
Chmst Church, not of O*{ford Now the inner circle
of the founders of Cam terbury were Christ Church men
- Godley, Simeon,

o1 -an 4 others It was flrst
Alntended to build in Canterbury a Chrlst Church of the
| Southern Hemlsphere. In the centre of the olty Was '
to be'the"Coll"ege' and among the College Bulldlngs was
- to ‘be’ the Cathedral of the Diocese of Canterbury

‘The fact that the foundatlon name of Metr‘opolltﬁé
- Cathedral of England is-also. Christ Church is no.

- more than an agreeable commdence which probably
gave addl’slonal welght to the main ergaments in

. favour of acceptlng for: the oapital the neme borrowed
from - Oxford. - |
The nex’o question is, How was. thls name .
_ flnally chosen for the capltal‘P In the First I 1nutes
of the Cen:terbury .Assoolatl on, it was resolved ’che.t .
"th_e name of the chi_ef.'tow_n be Christ Churoh."‘.-Th_lsA~
name, though preofious to the Chl*isﬁ Church meri in
“the Assoolatlon for whom & chi ef attraotlon of
.‘_Canter’our.y was- to be the .College aid not seem so ’
‘suitable to the remminder of the colonists. Their
views of’ the'.neN capital piotur ed. a comr'_c':ialand

- X See Article by Gano_‘n H. Purchas, “The Press, -
Christchurch, April 19th, 1913.° o
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: agric:ulmrsl, rather than an academic centre. ‘They
consi dered that ‘ohe“neme was "too churchy", 1f not .
aotually profane. (It is notlceable that. bo’th sides
,1n the. debate referred the name C‘*lrlst Church to ‘
. the Oxford College) A desire was expr’essed that the
name glven to the chl ef town should be a "good :
‘sourxdlng English nome”, such as VI Lyttelton™. At'a
meetlng of the 8001ety of the Can terbury Colomsts
on June létn 18‘30 1’5 was fesolved towrite to

the ASSOGI@J[;lOD,4 expr éss mg the eurneut desire of
the Society that the name of the.csp_ltal of the .
dettlement 'should be ”Lytte.lton”. Acedrdingiy,' |
'the Commi’otee of faiienae’el“nen't ‘on June 18th r'esolved':.
"That the Commltuee sltho h they do not themselves
see the necessmy or egpeL iency for the chanee of |

. hame;, 1n compllance with the expressed WlSh of the

‘intending colonists, will readily assent thereto: -
it' being unders to.ed thst the College 'which Will bel- '
estab lished in the settlement will be called
 Christ Church."* The follomng Comment on the
change is found in a letter from ¥ a,&el 1\,1(1 to Godlev
ated.June Zflnd Speaking of the Society of
Canterbury Colom'sts, he wri‘oes: Tt (the So&iety)
i not without its uses. For exsmple,' there was a -
pretty genera]i_ opinion against the name of Chri s’o?s;
Church for bthe ca'pitaleof the Carberbury Settlement,
the main obje‘fction being‘that'the apﬁlication of thisl_’
| sacred mame to a commercial and political metropolls |
| voured elther of profa,nlty or cant or both.

You will hax'dly understana this obJjection, because the
name 1s ass oclated in your mlnd Wlth crlcket rowmg,

- X minutes, Canterbury Asswiation, June 18th, 1850.
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drinking, smoking, swearing, etc; but: most of those
to Whom the name is not profahely f‘amiliarised'by |
College recollections preferred that the place should _'
be oalled "Lyttelton' ¥ s
‘Thus .when the colonists armved in. De cember
‘i’_o,had been .deolded by the ase_oc;atl on that the
oapi’cal should be called Lytteltoﬂ ' Bubt where was the
capl’cal’r’ ‘Captain Thomas had fnxed the 31te on ’che
pleins, and had celled, it Christ Church; % and
because' the capital w_as on the plains he had b_e:en
anxious to make a good road_ov.e.x"the,hills from
the ?ort.(Lyttelton) to Chris-tiéhurch. Selwyn, _'to_o.,_,'-
alludes .to Christ Church as the intended capital. But
the latest suggestion which Godley had Feceived from'
. the. Assocmtlon when the colonists arrived was that
the capltal should be at the Port Thus the port
would be called by its accustomed name, Lyttel‘oon and
would also be the capltal Chrlst Church would be '
merely the name of the College wh ether built on
- t.he plaing or at the capital. On December 20t 1, |
1850, ‘four days after the arrival, a meeting of the .
Society of Camterbury Colonists resolved !"That of
the two sites of fered to their Selection by the | o
Association for the capital, that marked by the name
of Christ Church is the more eligible, and that Mr.
“ Godley Jolcy reqo:ested ‘co declare 1mmedlately ’chat me :
capltal of the s ettlement vull be - flxed at that 31te. 2
~ The Agent oomplled with the wi shes of the colomsts,
‘ as the Port Ly‘otelton was vvlthout fresh wabter.:

X 5.6, Wakefield 4o J.R. Godley, June 22nd. 1850.
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The neme of both the towns was now offic lally
Lyttelton, and great confusion arose in the ddcuments
of the Land Sales. The knot was finally cut by

the decision taken by the Society of Colonists,,

on June 1lO0th, 1851, to retain for the chief town
‘the name of Christ Church X, ms fiked by Qap:ﬁain
Thomas and the Surveyors. .

X Now spelt Christchurch.



CHAPTZR VI.

THE INFANCY OF THE SETTLEMENT.




The selectlon of Land by those colonlsts o
‘who' had purohased before July lst 1850 toek '
place on Fehruary l7th and 18th 1851 The result ;:
‘Was eons1dered satlsfactory Nearly all the land
selected lay'withln ‘circle of four or f1ve mlles
- diameter, whiéh proved that the fertlllty of the
_Whole block of 1and appeared t0 be so nearly even
as to nmke a sllght advantage of pOS1t10n turn the
_scale in favour of any partleular allotment owing
to lack of funds, the Colloge could not be s tarted
on the'seale,at flrst proposed. Nevertheless, a
‘.temporary building was secured'at Lytteiton,‘snd |
the. Prlnolpal the Rev. Henry Jacohs assisted by
Mr. Calvert as Mathematlcal Tutor, opened'the
‘.College in both departments in Maroh 1851. But
“the necess1ties of colonial 11fe were hard and
‘only a few puplls presented themselves
B In other respects also the reallty fell far
snort of the’ hlgh hopes of the ploneers Another
body of oolonlsts was sent out from England. in. the o
summer of 1851, Emlgrat;on oontinued, hut with a
Qeoreesing~flow,'throughout the two yeers‘that'z
:2e1apsed between.the'arrivai of the first settlers and
- the 1nst1tut10n of Prev1ncral Goverhme nt. ‘Some |
colonlsts wers disapp01nted on their- arrrval "They
: expeoted the plalns to re semble an nngllsh Park,
With hill end dale, wood and water, blended in
‘precisely the proportions, favourable to: utlllty““X.'
“Probably enngrants of. thls tenmer ex1sted in no
greater proportion in Canterbury than in the other
settlements, obut. the Utopian- promise of the fk .
Canterbury sdheme brought inte re lief any deflcieney ,
in its reallsatlon. The worst of the.mlsflts were

X J.R.. Godley - despatohes to Oanterbury.Ass001atlon
L ‘October 24th, 1851, ’
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'persons with pfetensmns to ﬂentlllty, but Wl‘bh litﬁle '
'else, who wer e unable to buy ldnd and who, a’o the

same t:une desplsed menual labour. Ia fllS desp atches |
to the Ass cciation the Agent ins 1sted’that the emlgran’os‘
thoule either poscseus capltal or be px epured to wo;mz '
with their hands. Worse still, thcvt nlentlful suoply
- of clergy, ‘the thought of whi ch had so warned men's
‘hearts -at Home, “turned. out to be .: a"doub‘tflil" blessing.
Of the" twenty -cLlergymen who a._rriv'ed in the 'fi‘r.s'-t‘ year,.
' ten retwened Gedley, hamp'er ed by. lacl»: of f.unds:"was'
unable to provule adequately for the remalnder a:ad mostA
- were compelled to support themselves by seoular '
callings. - )

No work Was of greater importance to the:

mate riavl.progres”s of the ‘settlement than the road

from Lyttelton to Cnrist Church - the means of |
~ communication betweeri.thel'Port and the Plalns Thomas
had underestimated the eost of the road and the '.
Agent had no money to spend on 1‘5 Most of the'. |
','Agoods prought to: tthe settlement- were carried in emall
- craft over the Sumer Bar and landed at the Heathcote
Ferry. By April 1851, the road. fro‘mChri’st_ Chj;rch

to ﬁhe. ferry was. completed, buth the'proble'm_ ’Qf the .
complet;ion of the road to Lﬁzﬁtelton eti‘ll remained.
In Merch 1852 AGox‘fern:or Grey put at the Agent 's
disposel £2000, the balance which had. sccumlated
. from the smrplus revenue of the settlemen’o On "olie '
‘advice of the land purchasers, the sum was spent not
on the Lyt’oelton road (for which it was 1nadequate)
- Pbut on roads over the plams o
Events had occurred in 1850 vvhlch vvere

destlned to affect ‘profoundly the whole: progress
of Canterbury. - The disc overy of gold in Australia - -
- began feo draw the 'm‘orfe ve_ﬁturesome' spirits away from .
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_the slow%growing agricultural and pastdral settlements
to try their fartunes at the diggings, and scarcely
"had Canterbury been founded than msny of its settlers
left for Australia. The labour resources of the new
“settlement were in consequence severely taxed, whil'.e

the discoveriés &lso caused the cost of provisions

in the southern colonies to rise enomously. But
eventually the disceveries were almost as great. a
benefit to the agriculturalist and paétoralist as

to the successful speculator; and those who registed
the lure of gold were enabled to sell the produce of
tﬁeir.'farms and runs at a high profit. . Godléy and the
more provident of the Centerbury pioneers did their
-bes’d to prevent émigratiqn from Canterbury to the
diggings, contrasting the instability of mineral wealth
with the steady progress of a pastoral and agriculbtural .
dommunity. Hdweve-r, some fifty or sixty colonists
left. But for Canterbufyfhe most important problem
- resulting ‘from the discoveries was not so much the
emlgraﬁion of its labourerls,' as the influx df Australian
squatters into the settlement, which follared the
inevitable ,disappoin'fmen’oSof the mining camp. - The
| ciuestion of the terms on which these scﬁiatters‘should
be admitted led to the disagreement which was the
central feature of all the dealings between the - _
Association and the colony for the reét. of the fommer's
existence. | |

. The Camerbury Act of Augst 14th, 1850,
contained regulations for the disposal of Land W'ithin'
the Can’berbury Block. Clause 1L Sec. 4 of the Act reads:
"That all land for the time being lrerra,ining' ‘unsold shall
: be open, under license, for pasturage purpose at the o
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rate. of 20s per snmum for every hundred acre
amended terms of purchasé, dated Séia:}‘aembe-rﬁ 3
1850, contain the following 'bmv_ isions:

| "Clause 4: All land for ﬁh.e +ime beingremal )

unsold shall be .open,\ under license, for paéturage
purposes, at the rate of 208 per amum for gvery
hundred acres. And until one hundred thousand acres,
being the ciuahtity of land'drié_inally & propriated
to the first body of colonists, shall be sold every
purchaser of rural land, and no other person, will
be entitled to a transferable license for pasturage
" renewable by such purchaser from year to year in
the proportion of five acres of pasturage .to one
acre of land purchased. |
"Clause 5: Holders of past'wage licences _

under the last condition will be entitled to a _pre%
eAmptive rig_ht of_ purchase of the lands comtfpised
in such licené'}'es, su'bje_ct to' the conditions hefein
contained...... ™ , | _ | >

. Thus rights of pa..sturage were giv‘en to two
classes of settlers, but on different condi tions:
¢€1) Those who bought land in the colony were en’oltled
to pasturage mghts over five times as- much land as
the ir own freehold, at a rate of 80s per hu:adred acres
(the rate for those who had bought before Augm %
~ 29th, 1850, was 16s.8d)., and over this land they
had also a pre-emptive righ’o" (2) To others, not |
- owners of land, pasturage mghts were glven at the
‘rate of 20s per hundred acres, but without any right
t0 lhela'se or pre-emption, In enforcing these

‘restrictions against squatters and unlicensed

X 13 and 14 Vic. cap. LXK.
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5pa3toraliSté,ﬂthe-Assbciaiion.profeSSed to-be"
coﬁsidéring the - interésts of the -land purchasers of
the colony' which ﬁhey 1ntended to be agrlcultural
Aratner than bastoral As Une land was: sold in 14’1@{51&11(1
they We re uHW1lllng that any. advuntaﬂes should be
given 0. non- owner of lan Wanh woulu_tenc to fw
impede purciiase. The oelllnv of land was v1tally -
| oonnected W1th.the fulf1lment of uhe intentions of
the Ganterburv schmne | -

‘ No mémber of the Association had beén mor &
feager to glve effect to tnese 1ntent10ns than the
Chief" Agent Yet when the settlers had arrived and -
'taxen.up “their lands Godley canme to see the harm
Wthh strict obedlence to. the A88001a$10n's.* _
1nstruct10ns would work in the Colony, - the chlef need
~of whlcthas‘capltal. aNothlng,he. Saw would attract
.pppulation:and capital into the district mofe- .'
‘rapidly thaﬁ facilities for grazing. The terms of -

. purchége with .their discfimination‘againot f

' unllcensed pastorallsts were an effectlve bar to

~ the introductlon of what alone could save the colony
- stock end stock-owners. At the moment. the gold.
'disccverles,were preventing the emigration'oﬁ_ |
Austrakian sQuatte:s to'Néﬁ'ZQalahd; but Godley'i

: foresaw.thaﬁ there would be a réadtioh,.andjthat many
who had flocked to the'digging 'Would be compelled:'i“
to leave. Early in 1851, he wrote to the
"A83001at10n requestlng that the rent of one- ‘
'hundred acres of pasturage should be reduced from 4
20s to 10s and that even for squatters the N
occupatlon of mstoral land should- entall the rlght '
~ of pre- emption ~ He also adV1sed ‘the immediate _ _
:~transfer of the adrunlstratlon ‘of the Land Fund to 5-.
“Athe colony, whethér to the-eX1st1ng_loca1 board'(the'

“less desirable aﬂternatiVe), or to the Land”pﬁréhasers
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on the spot;'wno conld all be appointed.menménéeoff
the Associdtion, and'emnoWered'toAhold the,nentfmeeting
of'the Gommittee of~ﬁanaeenwnt in_Cantenbnry.itself!

| Tne members or the Asscnlatlon however, refuued to ;
‘modify thelr 1nstructlons They felt that the policy
’advooated by tne Chief - Agent was oppOGed to all. the
prlnelples.on which eantertmry.had been founded,.'

it would £i1l the 1and'With'sqnattens§ it would prevent
_further sales in England and 1t would destroy the .'
" Church of England atnnsphere of the colony '
Meanwhlle the- Agent was bound to 1mpose
~restrlotlons Whldn he felt to be mlechlevous ~and he

t found.hls p081t10n 1ntolerab1e In reply to tne,plea}'
of the ‘Association that it had no authority to iete |
pasturage to others than purchasers ‘of 'land, Godley
p01nted out the prOV181on of the Act of.August 14th
whi ch 1egallsed the occupatlon of unoceupled.land, S
under:any regulation‘nhich the Association thougnt
fit; and he indicated thaet the Association had
'delegated to him as agent it Whole autnorlty in _1’
the matter Godley! s'lnterpretatlon of tne ‘powers

1 given by the Act'was thus at varlance with' that of -
the Assoolatlon but the encouravenent which he gave '
to the Stock- owners undoubedly saved the colony

- Finally, his dlsagreement W1th the A83001at1a1 on
thls vital point led h1m to denounce the'whole system
of government by the A33001at10n 1n London.

Ref erring to the difficulties of his pos1t10n he .
:ertes "The simplest actlon is misconstrued

hidden motives are most unJustly attrlbuted
everything is- 1ooked at ‘the Worst p01nt of V1ew and |

“this not merely from jealousy or from_lrrltatlon or -
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Aor from.fenciedlmismanegement, buﬁ'reellyfﬁromﬂ
the want ofemutuel confidence."™ Seeing the
impracticability:ef the system, he ﬁed proposed "
" that every purchaser. of land 1n the colony should
e ;p__ facto a member of the A88001at10n The
Assoclat1on he contended had ‘existed simply to
‘plant a free colony and tewworarlly 1o admlnlster
‘the land fund. "I thought" he writes "that the
Commit tee Would have conflned itself to gelling
1land collectlng emlgrants and Char%erlng shlps
and that all the reot would have been done here."
In a long despatch to Lord Lyttelton dated June -
-10th, 1851, Goaley bege the Conﬂuttee t0 accept
:hls "regsignation on. general and abstract grounds
Aand the 1mp0881b111ty of fulfllllne satlsﬁactorlly,
the duties of an ofllcer tnder the sy tem to the
. fundamental prlnclples of which he was opposed: "
'As Teas ons ior his dissatlsfactlon he. mentionedl
the numer10a1 excess and destltutlon of the clergy
and schoolmasters the obJectlon to alterlng the
pasturage regulaplons and the interference of-
‘the Association with the civil govermment of the
colony. Lord Lyttelton replied to Godley, |
requesting him te reconsider hiS;resighatioh. The
‘recommendatbions of the. Associamion Were t0 be regarded
es laying down not 1ntangible rules bt merely the
‘general pr1n01ples to be followed. Helshggested~£hat.
Gedley%had been too con001ent10us in interpretiﬁg '
‘his instructions. Though the Aesoclatlon was f
"opposed to the transference of its powers to- the
~land purchasers in the colony,.lt had always
1ntended to resign those powers ‘When a proper local:

X J.R. Godley'to.Lord,Lyttelton; January 27th,1852;,
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governnent_for:theuoanterbury.settlemEnt'shoulﬁ nEve

been realised. Until such a govermment was estalblished,
 the Association was bownd by its responsibility to the‘
~putlio and by the terms of the Charter, not to abandon
: 1ts functlons Godley consented to rema.in: as Agent . ‘
until the trans ference of the powers of the ,
" Association should take place - an-event the
neee581ty of Wthh.he repeatedly urged :

Apert from the conflict of prlnclple between
the Ass001atlon and its Agent the hlstory of
'Calterbury in the year 1852 is a record of the:
ordinary uneventful progress of a ner colonial
settiement. The anmunt of land under cultlvatlon,_
the populatlon and stock, increased steadlly, thougn"
the nOn—oompletion of the~Lyttelton road remained
a hlndranoe The flrst Canterbury newspaper

to

THE YTT“L;ON’TIMBS Was publlsheo at Lyttelton on }:
- Saturday, Jenuary 1llth, 1851 Qn Apnll 24th, 1852,
;théﬁwtone of the first Church in tenterbury was lald'
- at Lyttelton “In. the winter of 1851, Governor Crey
- made an attack’ on. the principles of the Canterbury
"settlement in the Leglslatlve Coun01l The Governor
alarmed by some recent proposals to:- grant an A;
-extension of the Calterbury block, attacked the Whole
:enterprlse as a "mew scheme of taxation." He o
t‘regardedvthe hlgh price of larmd in Ganterbury'ast -
an obstacle to the pnrohase of»land'by.poor settlers,°
- and protested-against theFeXcessive endowments<madep"
- for ecclesiastical purposes, Thongh'Greysmignt~s-
with sonm reeson'object-to.tne price of Canterbury
- land, he was hardly Justified in accusing the -
Association of disooUraging-settlement,:merely.
because it attemptedfto carry oub itsfsoheme.in
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accordance with Certain definite idess. In fact,
many labourers had acquired land in "Celnterbufy‘, but |
no one was compelled to settle thefe in preference
to any other part of I\Tevv Zealand. "Palenti non fit '.
iniuria." .

From the inception of ‘the scheme, the colonists
Had had reasonable grounds for éi%pecting that Canterbury
-would soon be made a separs te Province. In answer. to
- Lord Lybtelton who hadwrltten .to eﬁqulre about the
" possibility of a separate Provmcml Government |
béing grénted to Canterbury, Earl Grey wrote on Nay
Blst, 1848, "I shall be premred to imstruct the
. Governor of New Zealand to ,.fepor‘ft to me whether the.
- District which may be ultimate ly selected for your
~ settlement can be formed into a distinct Province
" in the menner in which you recommeii@.'.’ Thesé
ins tx'uctiens were sent to Governor Grey, but the
. decision as to-the l_imi’os-.of the Proyince was left
in the Governor's hands. The Governor was at first
unwﬂllng to gra.n‘o Provincial Government but ag the.
settlements in New Zealand grew in gize and importance
this demand Tor local government could - no- longer be
: 1gnored. ‘The cons tant burden of complamt raised by
A.CSII terb'ury in the years 1851 and 1852 was the.delay
of the authorities in granting local government. In
1851 the .Governor himself framed a meas'ure-‘ for the
government of New Zealand which Ea:cl Grey embodied -
ina blll he was preparmg to bring mto Pax*hament
The Erevin01a1 Councils were to be olngle chamber
legislatures, and they were to elect ’owo—-’ohirds
" of the members of the.U_pper Cho,mber of the bi-
camerel 1egislatﬁre‘-,of tHe colony as a whble,bodiy,
.. the ether' third being nomi_na‘eed. by the Crown. |
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© However, Farl Grey 61l from office before the BiiT
could be made law. The new Seoretary for the
| Colonles Sir John . Paklngton £ ound, the heads of '
the Blll already pre pared “but at the sugges’olon
of Mr Fox former Agent of the New Zealand Company,
~ he made some 1mpor’oant alteratlons The New-
Zealand Constitution Act Wthh recelve d the Royal
Assent on June 30th, 1852 ma.de prowsi on for Shbe
Provmces in New Zealand: Auckland, Teranakl
Welllngten Nelson Canterbury, Otago ‘each .
possessmg a Provmcw.l Elective Leglslative of
.one chamber, and a ouperétflntendent nominated '

by the Governor.  The General Assenbly was to
consist of two Houses, the me nbers 'of the Upper'
House belng all nomlnated by the Governor and those -
of the lower House bemg elected by the voters |
"The suffrage quallflcatlon was the possesswn of a
~ freehold of £90, or of an annual lease of £10
in the town or £5 in the country. The Act gave
the New Zealand Government control over all the
waste lands of the colony, sub,ject to the
X lmuldatlon of a debt of £268,000, due to the . a
New Zealand Compe,ny,_ and secured on the unsold
41'e.nds' of the colony. The Act was procla1med 1n.. .‘
New Zealand on. Janua*fy 17th, 1853. ' _

 The Canterbury ASSOCl‘“'thI’l 1n accordance

Wl’oh 1ts exyressed ‘intention, took: s’oeps ior the
~ abandonment of its. funotlons as s oon as an effectlve‘
loc&dl governmen’o had. been promded for by Taw.
‘A clause had been inserted into the Constltutlon
Act, permltt_lng the transfer of the powers of the
Asseciation to the Pfovincial_Govem_ment of

Cem terbury. On July 15th, 1852, the Association -
*15 avd 16 Vic.cap.LXXII. o S
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'reso]v ed to send out Henry Sewell as its A@“eat ko
arrange the ’oransfer of the powers and prore rtles

of the Assoc1at10n to the local Govefnment and Yo

~wind up ‘the ‘affa rs of the Association.- This obgect

was finally at talned by a Deed dated September 30th,

.1852  The- preamble mentioned the Charter of
'Incorpora’omn of Wovember 13th, 1849: the powers
over the disposal of lands, with which the
Association had been imrésﬁ ed; _and the pa.ss-ing of the
Act constituting Canterburv 8 éebu‘fate Province.

It then made provis ion for the transfer. “"The -

said ASuOGlatIOH for leGI‘S good causes and Peau on&,
do. by these presents sealed with the uomnon Seal ,

'resolve und determlne to transfel ano do transfef
1o . the PIOl’lli’l.Glc;Ll.bOlll’lC].l of the sa;d Province

of Can'tefbury» immediately éofter' the -same shall

«have been oonstltuteu, such tra nsfer to ‘c,::}he

effeot in manner ana suogect to the "OI’OVZL sions

‘Hereafter mentioned: ALL 1unct10ns and

authorl t1 es whatso evUr in any way vbsted in Lhe sald

_Assoola‘olon by v1rtue of the saz_d 1ettars pa‘oen’s

- and Acts of Parliament réspectively . . . " In’
return for ’olie_ powers, re'sfer-v'es and property of

R ﬁhe Aés_o.:ciat'i on, the Province ‘also had to accept
its liabilities of &out £20,000. Mr.Sewell,on

- his arrival in Carterbury, s uoceedéd in arranging

thls transfer in accordance W1th the wishes of

‘ the Asso<31at10.n.




| -.4'8 Lo

: Calterbury had been founded guantum.mutata

Y*One million pounds for the ohuroh and: school fund

one million pounds for the.emlgratlon fund, and ﬁlve

hundred.thousand pounds for,misoellaneous purposes'

ssid the’pfOSpectos of the Association "Twenty |

thousand pounds deficit", said its modest balance

Sheet. The stable, hievarchfl sociéty of Landed

gentry, middle classes  dutiful and contented

labourers saw many of 1ts 1abourers leave its olergy

leave, and was glad to admit AustraLlan squatters

to save 1t from ru1n estlmable men no doubt, but.

not quite in the ploture : Instead of the ”twenty

ohurohes twentv parsonages aﬂd elebes", a .

‘single ohuroh~bu11t:by subsorlptlon. 1notead.of"

the Coilege-which was to have beeﬁ,an.Eton and Christ' -

Church in on’ & wooden room at Lyttelton. It wes

. & prospect wnlen mlght well dlscourage the hopeful

fouaders of the colony. If 1ndeed they could have

- looked into the future, they would have eeen some

of the pfomlses in a measure made good, a ‘

Public School early establlshed at Christchurch, Whose

graceful oasual aspeot 1§ the st external remlnder -

of the T*"ﬂglemcl they hoped t0 trenspLant and not long

foerwards Uhlver81ty Oollege and Cafhedral'worthy $

of the name.’ ' N '
" The mnedlate failure, and such ’ohe pumsts

must have eon81defed 1t was due to no obscure cause

The' promoters of the Canterbufy scheme who- doubtless’

deserved to be called, as Cladstone ca 11led thenl'ﬁthev.

X glory of our Churoh and Netlon"; were 1ot on ﬁhat



= 49 -~

aocount'good'bHSiﬂess'men : Their oaioulatioﬁe

the charm of pure mathematlcs ‘but the facts interfered
'Wlth them. The proceeds of the landi:sales, on which o
all depended hao been grossly over estlmated whlle
in the mos t crltlcal perlod of - the Associationts
'eX1stenoe the 1ncompetence of the Chairmqn of the.
Committee of Management nearly wrecked the whole plan.
. Ingtead of aboundlng in Wealth from fhe etart
‘;Canterbury had;to contend with severe flnanolal and.
e onomic diffioulties;f~The anbitions propoSais~for'
eduoational(and;eooiesiaSticel~establishmenfs were
neceSSariiy»abandoned; thoogh land was reserved for _
ﬁheir‘future, aod;.ae theEproud if'uninSpirihg.motto RS
of Centerbury University College testifies, lasting '
en dowment . | - -
The pifthUlaf soolal tenmer Whlch 1t had beeng
,hoped to reproduce in Canterbury yielded no less than :
. CaR G sfasmcs,
its institutions to the oorrOS1on of reality. That
relatlonshlp of mutual confidenoe between a class
fitted by na$ure and - eege&meggﬁee to rule, "and a class
dlsposed to behave lowly and obedlentlv to 1t had
11ittle chance of enduring in a new country where theo‘
.lock of cheap native labOur‘and the indepeQQent : |
character of the settlers, combined to make straight
the paths of demdcracy} _The disturbanoee.of‘l848,
which had been,ﬁhe birth-pangs of democraoy in Rurope,
were edduoed‘by'the founders of.Canterburyves a . ‘
reason for leaving a troubled hemlophele and’ it was
“,an 1ron10al trick of fute that drreoted tneﬁ to a.

place where deNOGIEGJ was soon to wear so confldent a -

X Ergo tua rura manebunt.



4uuen“'Men may:not chauge their-mind who croesfﬁhe"
seas, but they often change their mahners. So in -
: Canterbury farm labourers ledft for the dlgylngs 1n
ungrateful forgetfulness of the fact that the_
‘price of land had been(flxed hlgh 1arge1y in ordef'to_'
enc ourage them to renain;ih.their employment. The
ideal of a purely Church settleMent-also fafedrili-‘
in the rough and tumble of efperience This ideal
‘had been the mast: deeply cherlshed of all “though
it had been recognlued from the flrst_that.lt
could never be bompletely.realised‘ as is'shown'
by the folloW1ng quotatlon from a despatoh dated.
October. 1st, 1850, from_the Association to Godley o
“"They (the Association) therefore do not de81re,toy'
establish. the Church in the coleny in a position of -
“gecular authorlty, nor tO)glve it the aid of the - |
gecular arm in enforcing her own doctrlnes to
- the excluQ1on of dissent by forcible means nor to
. endow her with any compulsory pPOVLSlOH.u.;...'All'
jwhloh can be done in securing the first foundatloni
o of the Ghurch is to ensure as far as can be, the
Churohmanshlp of the individuals who W111 plant 1t "
But the Churchmanship of- the individuals who came '
4Irom the Australlan dlgglngs> Wod@@ Dr. Pusey,,.
: would Dr. Arnold even 1n all cases have approved of
117

On Deoenmer 18ta 1852 8 farewell breekfast
was given to John Robert Godley, four days before he .
left. Canterbury for England. With his memory
restlng on the grand schemes of fiye‘years ‘before, andh
his eyes on the llttle wooden town by tne fla?w»wﬁd,

rlver he would confess, one would suppose, that



5I,
‘there had been a great ado over Yéyy little, He saidas
i gd&kiﬁg backloﬂvour enterprisé a8 .8 whole, not dwel=
ling op‘this or that detail, not indﬁlging in thé plaint-
ive truism that we might ﬁave.done it better if we-hadlhad
moreuexperieﬂcé- but looking on im,.I say, as a whole, -
I am pfépare& to maintein not only that it was a'great
and noble enterprise, but that it has been successfully
carried out.",It is impossible to think of Godley, even
on so wmoving and convivial an occasion, saying what he.
\did not believe to .be true, so that.we must aspume these
words to have expressédfﬁié.deliberate judgment}-lt Was a
ljudgment which may have sgemed bold at the time, but
which was borme out by the part pléyed_in the following .-
decades by the youngest settlement iﬁ<the political,

economic and culﬁural life of Wew Zealand,

-Farewell SQéech'of J.R,dodley to the Canterbury Colonists.

Lyttleton Times, December I9th, I352,
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