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CHAPTER I. 

THE BACKG ROUNTI. 



(a) In New Zealand. 

CANTERBURY Ur-.Jh't:f\'.ll rf :,.J..._L!::GG 

,;l,!P,ISTCHURCH, N.Z, 

The years which followed the.rediscovery of Hew Zea;.. 

lancl by Captain Cook in I769were the d.arkest in British col

onial history. '.l'he :Qrinci:Qles · of the old colonial lJolicy, em bod-
.. 

ied in the Navigation Act,htc.d not saved the f'allin6 Empire, and it 

is not suri)rising thE,t in Hew Zeala,nci. as elsewhere the work of 

systematic colonisation, of w11ich t11e foundation o:E' Canterbury is 

a consl)icuous eXatiliJle, should have to await the day when confident 

iie~s of the ~ossibilities of colonies once again ~revailed. 
that. 

ti1ese new. iue1:,s, oi' whi'ch the essence was/colonies 

coulci arw. should ·be the i)rouuct of intelli!:.Sent c,_esiz,(inand not of 

chance,fonnd theiri'irst clear exl)ression,chiefly in their econom

ic asJ)ect, in Edward Gi li"bon -,~akefield. 's · 11 Letter from Sydney 11 , of 

1829, ,1,i1ile their iioli tical oonsequencj.e:s may 1Je traced. in Lord 

Durham. 1 s Canadian re.Port of 1838~ In the actual i)ractice of 

!Ution \:>{0;kefield insiste<i on two leading .,;rinc::i..J:-'..i.Go ~ that in order to 

i)rovide sufficient l&JJolu·,colonial Vfo.ste lancis should be sole, .at 

a uniform s,nci not too che2,J;J .i,)rice; anu that J)a.rt of the JJroceeds 

slloulJ_ 1Je SJ:)ent in assisting immigration. After e,n al/ceYilJ!L in 

South .Austr8,lia,he turned his EJ.tt,::ntion to Rev,; :;;_,ea.lamt,which in 

evidence befo:re the House of Commons in I33o he c.Lescri bed 2c:s the 

nthe fittest count1~y in the world. for coL.:,nisfati,Jn. ;i In 133'7 clw 

]Jew Ze&.lanc'L Association -v;Es i'onueci of. t.nose who llelci. these 1:-•rin-

c il-'les of colonisation, some of whom, incirient&,lly~ were the iJoli t

i cal O,el}.)onents of Lord Glenel6 , the .Colonia,l Becretary. 'l'he Govern

ment lookec:L with disf'&Nour UJ!Ol1 the L.ssociation, of' which the 

"only object was to bring the sul:ij ect before the public and }:1arl-
/ 

iament,il but offered to constitute it on certain conditions a 

chartered comp::my. This offer the Assoc_iation refused, c:mcl in 

1838 it dissolved itself. In the following yee,r many of the intend-

---~-·--·- ---· 
I. 

\'Jakefield, lTividence ·before Committee, I8Ll0. 



5 

ing Few ZealmicL colonists, including some meml:iers of the. Assoc:.. 

iation, formed. themse_lves inco a 11 Ue\, :i,ealand Land. Com1mny 11 aha-, 

fe,il.ing to obtain a charter, cte~ided to negotiate ~vith the natives 

for land. A vessel, the was sent bJ the Com.Qany to Port 

Nicholson at· the end of I839, . with the intention, vvhich i:Jroved. 

successful, of forcing· the hand of the.British G-overrnnent. Ca:&!

tain Hobson wa.,s sent out to negotiate fo:c the cession of the 

islands, and on February 6th. 1840 ~ was signed the_ 'rreaty- of iiv"ai

tangi,. by vi11ich the. Q,ueen 1 s sovereignty over Hew :.::;ealand was 

acknowledged. Froni. lvfay to :t.fovemb,er I840 Uew Zealand was a depend-
. . . 

ency of New ·soiith Wales under a Liet1tenant-Governor: but by 

Letters· Patent under the Great Seal of November. 16th. it WEts 

made into a separate Colony vvi th a Go.vernor e,nd nominated Leg

islative Council. 

The 'I'refaty of 'l&i tan~i he.vine:; been signed e"r the Ba,y 

of Island.s by· fort;;--six c:::1ief's~ Eo-bson sent Ifaj or Bunbury to 

obtain the s_igm,,tures of the chiefs of the Middle Island. Emel 

Stewart Island. At Stewe,rt Island. Me,j or Bunbury, on Jhne 5th. 1840 

)?rocla,imed the. Q,ueen '-w sovereignty by right of discovery and on 

June 17th. at. Cloudy Bay (:Middle Island) in virtue of the Treaty 

of W'aitangi. Though British sovereignty over the J\lfiddle Is.land 

had thus already been estab,lhished, it was long believed that 

it was at Ak:aroa, ·a few hours before a French frigate, whose 

ca:pt_ain intended to :Proclaim French sovereignty, sa:j.led into the 

harbour, that the 11roclamation was made. 'l'he facts, as. recently 

established, are these. In .July there arrived at the Bay of Is

lands a frigate, L 'AUBE,. sent out to escort another ] 1rench ship, 

the COJllITE DE PARIS, whicr.i. carri"ed fifty-seven immigrants. '.1'.hese 

had been despatched by a ~rench Company, the Nanto-Bordelaise · 

Company, to . settle in the thirty-thousand acres '\ivhich it claimed. 

to have purchased from the natives of Bank's Peninsula. In order 



b. 

to leave no doubt as to the reality of British sovereignty over 

the Tuiiddle Island, Ho.bson · immediately sent· Ca.i;,ta~~ the BRI'.lio:.. 

· ]/IART to Aka:roa, for the l)Urpo se of holding courts there und.er 

the British flag. On Au.gust IIth •. Stanley hoisted the British 

flag at Akaroa. On thE:l 15th. L 'AUBE, and on the 16th. the COIVLTlu 

DTu PARIS, arrived~ The commander of the frigate did not disJ,)ute 

the claim of the British to the :Island, and assented to Ca}?tain 

Stanley's prso:i;iosals as to the s1te of the settl.eme:nt for the· 

emigrants. tl;le claim of 30,000 acres was not rejected, but in 1849 

the Nanto-Bordelaise ComJ::)any. tran9ferred all its rights to the 

· ·lifew Zealand Compai:i:Y, for the sum of£4, 500. In the 1rrevious year 

nat1ve land claims in this area ha,d been setilted by the a.f)port

· ionment of reserves, and the Hew Zealand Company now had a 

· valid claim to this part also .of the future pro};)erty of the 

Canterbury Association. 

After the annexation of the Islands, trouble arose 

.between the· Governor and. the Hew· Z.ealand Land Company. 'i;he · orig-

. inal claim of the Com:pi:my to 20fOOOjOOO acres which it alleged 

· to have );lurchased frorn the natives· had been given u.1) when the 

Co:m:~an#ywas incorporated in Febru~ry 1841, but even its more 

modest later claims, based on titles which. it su:i;>:i;iosed the Gov-
. . 

ernment to have recognised, were impugned by a· s:i;iecial Commission,.;, 

er sent out to investigate them. The difficulties of the Coml)any 
. . ~Jf~ . 7 

however, which bulk so largely in lifew Zealand) of the forties, 

did not. seriously affect the fortunes of the Canterbury Settlemeht, 

owing to the s:parseiy settled character of the land wb.ich the Ca:n-. 

terbury ,Association bought from the Com.J,)any. 

In .August 1846 a constitution for New Zealand was :framed 

by Earl Grey, the Colonial Secretary;· but Governor Grey, deeming 

it unsuitable, and likely to ~l~ce excessive power in the hands 

of "land sharks", suspended its o:i;reration.· The wisdom of this act 

9&©0 Vict.Cap.CIII. 
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of insubordin·ation was ultimately recognised, and on lviarch. 7tn. 

·s '8 s · · · "ct "'"as ·,,"'ssea'. w:_11ich sus,;en_ ded for five vea:rs I 4:_· , a . usl)ena.ing .-,. " J;' "" , ... .i::- ,J 

_the o.Qerationsof the most ooj ectionable .Qortions of the Act of 

I846. J3y a proclamation of the Governor of Ji1Iarch 10th. 1848, the , 

colony was divided into tvrn :i;,rovinces,. Mew Ulster and Hew 1Junster~ 

which lay respectively north anc1 south of a line drawn _due east 

from the mouth of the ?ate!'1 River. E&tch of these l)rov•inces was 

l)lacecl under a Lieutenant- Governor. Hew ,Zeala,nd remained under 

the autocratic rule of the Governor and his Council until the int 

troduction of t.t1e Parliamentary and J?rovincial system in 1853. 

· (b) In England. 

After the :Peace of Vienna i_n 1315, many social evils 

· to which duri-rig the wars tem_pora:ry remedies had been applied, agair 

· demanded attention. The desire for greater iJO.J:!Ulation 6.uring the 

wars had be.en met by the system of grantina; rewards to large 

families. This practice, 13,nd. the indiscriminate a.i,)glication of 

·· :2oor Law Relief haci placed. a _premium on thrif'tlessness, and the 

·tem.f:)orary b:::inefit a,fforded by these measures was now ecli.l)sed 

by grovdng pressure of population and. increased social· distress. 

Unemploy-.u1ent and. extreme poverty I)revailed in 1)oththe industrial 

and agricultural classes. High protective duties and corn laws 

kept prices high in the interests of a :vowerful minority of land.

holders·and manufacturers 1 while the evils of the factory system 

and.of child labour left little hol)e that the new generation. woulo 

be less unequal to its. fortunes than the old. Though the gross-er 

.forms of Parliamentary corrul)tion no longer flourished as they-· 

had in the eighteenth century, yet the electoral system remai110ci. 

such as t0 place all :political power in the hands of the wealt~1-

ier classes. 

These evils., with the still greater misery in Ireland. 

caus ~d a steady flow in the tide of emigration? . which continued 



in spite of the atte:m:i;its ma,de towards the middle of the century 

to alleviate them by certain le16islativ~ measures, sucfr'ifhe Ref

orm Eill of I832, the Mew Poor Law of I834, and the reJ;)eal of 

the Corn Laws in 1846. Hitherto the emigrant had been regarded 

with disfavour, ·even with sus,i?icion. Tradition had it that none 

but wastrels 1.;vent to tho colonies, the association of which negro 

. slavery and transportation increased their ill :te:i;iu te. It had 

not a,lways been so. 11 l'lantationsil 9 said J3acon.t 11 are amongst anc- · 
I 

i(;mt primitive and heroical works.II lifow, thanks to the indefat-

igable efforts of ·1Nakefield an.d his school, the good name of 

colonisation was restored. In contrast to the penal establish

ments that had been the first English settlements in Australia; 

the Wakefield. system of high 2riced lands an<l assisted immigration 

was a.J)l)lied, though not to the satisfaction of its author, in 

South Australia in 1836. Several of the settlements in New Zealand., 

including the irn.£.)ortant Free Church of Scotland settlement in 
If',.. .• 

Otago, which was made in 1848, were A the same lines. 
rv 

Another circumstance which throud:hout this .i,Jeriod great-

ly• favoured emigration was that increase in facilities for loco.

motion, which .Qlayed so significant a :i;,art in the economic de

velo:i;irrient of the nineteenth century~- HAs the greatest 

industrial fact of the eighteenth century is the a.i;):i;ilication of 

steam to .h)roduction, so the most important commercial circumstance . z 
t'-, 

of the. nineteenth century is the a,J:':p];ation of steam to locomotion. ii 

'.L'hu::3 when in the late forties the Canterbury schemm. was 

first talked of those general inc en ti ves to err~igration which had 

been operative for the last two decades had not lost their force. 

611 the. contrary, ·as will be seen in the next ch2;..yter, they vvere 

.to be stren6 thenecl by the J:iOli ticr¼l upheavals of the middle of 

the .century·. To them we,s f:,ci.ded th&,t influence which f;!;f:.ve to the 

:Je,n tt:rb:ur::,ft~ o.istinc ti ve ch& .. ri::~c te1'. 'i'iie founders o:t' the · . .i;irovinc e . 

1• Ba,con., · Essc\Y' on :t'lantations. 
i.. Sy enc.er w·a,l_hlole, History of En6;1.and, Vol, V. 
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sh2,1~ed ::::~ common 2.ea.l for ,the Church of England. To. understand how• 

nev,r was such a state of mincL it must be rembered th2,,t for a cent-
I 

ury and more the Church had enjoyed ths,·t; aheG,l thiest state 11 in 

which, careful of soberness, decency and sense, it neglected 

dogma and de:i;:.i'tc:fB,ted enthusie,s111, even enthusiasm for its elf, clid 

the problem ever arise. This we,s now changed. The religious re-

~ vi va,l which bege,n e,t Oxford in 1833, reacl~.,_ aero ss the indifferent-

ism of the ei5hteenth century to the zeal of the seventeenth, ana 

thence be,ck t; the first centuries of &r-isti2,nity, · sought to 

revive in the minds of Englishmf:111 an energetic faith in the super

nc,,tun,;1 chare,cte1' of the Church, and other dogmas long fallen into 

neglect. The Establishment, w~king Uy to find itself taken ser~ 

iously 1 succumbed· to the virus of enthu·si.asm, and ·wesley was ,i 

avenged. Thi:-hc, cli.nj, large number of the :founders of Canterbury- were 

Tra.cte,rians in the 11e,rty sense there is little to show. Godley 

himself a:9:pears to hLve been deeply influenced by the Movement~ 

_i:;,;nd his years gt Oxford were those in which Uevmmn 1s :i;iersuasive 

voice was still to be heard in its defence. Others were of the 

OJ!.J.lOSite school, but by what they sou6ht to bring about L, C&mter

bury all confess· themselves heirs of the Oxforcl l\'J:ovement,. v)hich, 

even if it exas};)ere,ted m.ore t.@un it convinced, quickened the whole 

Church. The idea of :pro.:pagB,ting the Church of Engls,nd, which 

in the_ :previous century· would luwe a.s seemed as curious a motive 

as .·that of tn.i,nsplanting the Bank or the l'o st Offi.c e, \vEd3 in this 

revival of the Church mili te,nt :.,iowerful to inspire and sustain 

a considere,ble enter:prise 0 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE · CANTERBURY ASSOCI.AT ION •. 



Io 

'I'he1·e was no novelty in the icLea of reli,;iousn.colonis

a.tion. The Puri ta,n colonies of Rew England were the result of a 

. determination to find a place where a persecuted religion could 

flourish uru11olested, and. they ret2 .. ined for many years, with mu_ch 

o.f their intolerance Emd secta,rianism, their regigious character. 

It was not, however, until a new colonial :aystem,. informed.. by 

distinct _princij;)les of its own had emerged. i'rom the disi.llusionment 

which follov1ed · the loss of the. American colonies~ that l'elie;ion 

again ·became a motive for colonisati_on. In 1832 the Bi sho:h) of 

Horwich .l:JUbli::;hed an esse,y advoc~1,ting colonisation on a religious 

basis. Towards the_ encL of 1843 :!Bdward G-i bbon Wakefield conaj:e}v'ed 

the idea of a, Church of Engla,nd settlement in Hev, Zealand, under 

the a.us.i;iices of the Jfow LJealand Com},)a.:tiy. Two circumstances com1)ined 

to i)ostl)one this j,lroj ect~ The 'Naira,u massacre haa inaugurhted. a 

.J:Jeribd of native hostility; and the Colonial Office and. missionary 

bodies in England were 02.0osed to further ~,,ction on the ]?l.,rt ·of 

the J%w Zealand Com:pany. Hovvever the ide2. of· the Church settlei:i1ent 

we:,,., not abe,ndoned; anci in the autumn of 1347 \iE1kefield met J:ohn. 

'i·odle;y· ,-;,t..,8 born a.iil County Lei:ftrim, Ireland, in Ii3I4 • 

. After lea,vin6 Harrow; he ·,ffss echwa,fed E.t Christ Church, Oxford.? 

where, as has been indicated, he had been influenced by the Tract

arian )lovement then at its_ height, and had made many friendshil)s 

of im1)ortance to his future work. A dee};) thinker on il'll}?erial prob-

lems, ·and e, forceful writer, he hao. travelledwidely, ancl had been 

muc-i1 struck by the d.iffere·nce between the roughness of the back

wood s_ettlements. .of the United States and the religious and civilis

ed, a-tmos:phere of Lower Ca,nada. He had foreseen the horrors of the 
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· Irish famine, . and had propos;ed a scheme of _emigra,ti on 

to Canada,· which, if adopted,'.mi~ht have saved many

lives. · Godley wel_comed with enthusiasm Wakefield ts 
. . . . . . . , . 
idea of' a :church settl~me-nt·, and the idealism of 

. the one combined with the practical experience of 

. the other, were s.oon to make such a settlement a 

reality. 

The. central object of all t_he mnbitious • 

schemes connected with the name of the C211.terbury 

Association was the foundation, on a Church of 

England bas.is, of a colony a ttraotive to the upper 

orders of the people. Accordipgly, ~Godley, whose 

power of comnanding enthusiasm and c.·o_-operation was the · 

life-blood of the Canterbury project, secured the· 

sympathy o·f many men amcmgst the ~ristocracy and · 

. clergy, who~ irt March 1848, formed themselves into 

"an association for f(Qlunding a settlement of ·members 
. . . . . 

o_f the Church of England in New Zealand. n A· 
. . . 

Committee of Management was formed, of which the 

Bishop _of.Oxfo'rd,_ Lord Lytteltori,.and o·ther prominent 
. . '. 

men, wer.e · memhers. It was resolved "That the narre · of 

tl:J_e proposed settlement be Cm.:terbury, and the 'name 
of the chief town Christ Church: and that a letteir be 

transmitted to the New Zealand company proposing to 

·. them a plan· of colon:Lsation in conjunc·tlon w.i. th the 

Association." x (The actual sit·e of Canterbury' was not . . . . . 

• ~ yet determined.)' -The Associ.ation the11 proceeded to 
. . 
make its scheme public by advertising in the_ better 

lmown. '.journals, by ·public meet:ii.ngs, · and by short . 

articl~s setting ·i.orth the princtples ·of the intended 

settlement . 

. . x Minutes, Canterbury Association, March 27th, 1848. 
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The unattractive nature o_f previ.ous English 

colonisation was first emphasised. Colonisation 

had been equivalent to exile, and _had been undertaken 

only und:er the pressure of dire n ece ssi ty. Accordingl-y,,.,, 

the errtigran ts had been of only one class - the class 

which was compel led to emigrate •,in order to provide 

the bare necessities ~f ~rial existence. In their 

colonial homes they had found themselves without · 

provision for their intellectual and religious needs, 

and colonial society had in consequence exhibit;ed 

some ugly characteristics. ttHow could it be otherwise? 

Let us consider the position of .the poor and 

uneducated emigrant in his adopted country ........ He 

has children old enough to go to school;. he needs 

religious. rites and consolations; the clergymen and 

schoo1rmsters are few in number and •widely dispersed. 

In short, no care had been talm n to make due 

provision for the cravings of his moral nature; we 

have thought of our colonists chiefly as of so much 

flesh ·and blood requiring to be renewed by food and 

covered with clothing; the food of the heart has 

received but secondary care.n x With :this neglect 

was contrasted the spiritual endo-wment of the New 

England colonies~ and the solemn sacrifices with.which 

a Corinth would send out _a comple;te segment of her 

society to colonise a Corcyra. The latter c·omparison 

· was repeated with a rather mono'tonous frequency by , 

the erudite fathers of the CarLterburY. province. 

For these reasons, so the argument ran~ 

mep. of station and character, and the more refined 

elements of society, had been deterred from colonisation 

X Canterbury Papers I. 
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They were unwilling to expose thetr children to the 

risk of growing up without education or religious 

influence. To obviate these difficulties it was 

now proposed to ttform a s.ettlement to be· composed 

entirely of members of· our own Church, accorripanie:d 

by an adequate.supply of cle:rgy, with all. the 

appliances requisite for carrying out her ordinances; 

and with full n:rovision for extending them in 
,• . 

proportion to the increase of population. As, by 

preserving unity of creed the diffi cul ti es which 

surround the question of education are av.aided, we 

shall be enabled to supply amply -and satisfactoritY 

for that object • • . . . . The purchasers o·f Land 

would have the selection of labourers to be 

recommf3nded for a. free passage, such labourers to 

be also exclusively bona fide members of the English 

Church.n x 

The time seemed ripe for s mh. an undertaking. 

A wave of revolutionary feeling and of social 

disturbance was then passing over Europe. "The 

fu.ture was dai"l{ and troubled. . Men rs hearts were 
- . X 

fa:Lling them for fear." . Pressure of popula~ion 

and uneasiness regarding the future were. producing 

· evil and menacing results~ Not only vvere tl'.B poorer 

classes aff ect-ed but many clergymen ancl country 

gentlemen were being forced by poverty into a 1ov'ver 

• station in life. All these discontented elements 

·irnuld,. it ~vas thought, ·find scope for their energies 
. . 

in the_· proposed colony, which wouid be handicappe;d 

by none of the disadv~ntages that formerly beset 

colonisation. 

x Canter bury Papers I.· 
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The. Assoc ia ti on had fixed up on New zealan d as 

• the most appropriate field for their ent erpris_e. : Its 

advantages, attested· by many witness-es·, were thr.eefol-cl.. 
. ' . ' . . 

The soil was fertile, and the _land was rich in ·other 

resources, especially. coa 1, timber·· and wate:r ·power . 

. Theclimat.e was excellent. Tp.e geographica+ position 
. . . 

and Conf·orrnation of the country were· favourable·, and. 

there was· easy acces?, to markets as we 11 as g_ood · 

natural harbours. 

The details of the scheme were then explained. 

-It was proposed to apply to the New Zealand Company 
· .. 

for .one million acres· (an area afterwards increased. 

to 2?400,006 acres). · The price of rural ·land was to. 
,·· 

be_ £3 per acre .. · of· this sum, l.Os~ was to be paid to 

the _New zealancf Company as the price ·of the land: 

£1 per ?,Cre. to. the·. religious and e ducat iO~lhlfund: 

£1 to the· Immigration Fund; 10s .· to the fund for 

· mis ce llane ous purposes,- including surveys, road$ and. 

bridges. When the whole of the land had been s6id, 

the following sums would be allotted to 'their 

r espe c ti ve obj e c ts : -

New Zealand . Company· 

Religious and Ed'u.cational Fund 

Immigration Fund 

Fund for mis ce llane ous purposes 

£ 

500,000 

1,000;000 

i,000,000 

500,000. 

£3,0C0,000 

Thus the .Wakefield princ ipl'e that hi gp.-prided 
. . . 

land was· really the cheapest was fully o~served~ It 

aff«1,rded- a field for sound investment while _the_ price 

. deterred speculation. Part· of the proce_eds was to be 
. . 

-·spent: in assis·t_ing the immigration ·of laboµrers~ · 

. who would .be pre vented;·· owing t.o the high price. of · 

. land, from. imme,dia te ly taki:ng up land· themselves,.· 
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and leaving the labour market empty· - an evil which had 

greatly retarcred. the ·pro_gress of colonies where land 

_had been sold at a nominal price. 

But· the.most attractive feature of the whole 

J;)roposal and th.e one which was· destined to be the most 

changed by the- -course of events was the scheme for 

the religious and educational endo,-wment· of the colony. 

· In spite of its apparent extravagance, this was not a 

b.as:ty and ill-considered ·1-nt.ention but was carefully 

mature_d by the choicest intellects among the friends 

of Canterb:ury. There was to be a· Bishop who would · 

exercise a quasi-patriarchical authority oveJ;> the 

.· colony in its in.itial stages. The following sums were· 

to b_e spent ·on churches and schools:-. . . 

£· 
· 20 c~urches _ at £1,000 each · 20,000 

20.·Parsonage-houses & glebes 
· _ at £500 each · ·.. 10, 000 

20 Schools at £100 each 2,'000 

A College and· Chapel s ·, ooo · 
·Residences for -a Bishop, the 
Principal. of _the College, and an 
Archideacon, 3,000 

TOTAL · £41,000 

Salaries-were to be apportioned as follows:-

To a Bishop 

To an Archdeacon 

20 Clargyme~, each £200 

20 Schoolrmsters, _ each £70 

TOTAL P.ER ANNUM 

£. 
1,000 

'600 

4,000 

1,400 

£7.000 

An elaborate scheme for a college was also 

· -·worked. out .. It was to. poss_ess- __ i _ts ~wn ?lard en, Fellows 

and Tutors, an~ to_ c_onsist· of two.der:a;rtments: a 

pu,blic school department far boys' from· seven to seventeen, 

.'arid a. collegiate departrnent for- student's above the age . · 
.. ,' ' - . ·.· . 

. of seventeen. These.two depa!tmentswere to_be t11·e 

· Can .. terbury Public Sch.o o;i, and the Uni ver si ty 
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respectively; and it was intended i;ha t young men from 

India and Australia should aJ.so receive their education 

at Christ Church College. In the origin2,l plan,• a space 

was set apart in the capital city, Christ ·c11urch~ to be 

occupied by the Cathedral surrounded by i:he College 

buildings. This was in 'irni tati on of Christ Church, 

Oxford, to whic:h· foundation many pro'minent members of 

the Canterbury Association, ·Sllch as Godley, 

and Sir John Simeon,· had belonged. 

Emigration was to be closely contr oiled by the 

·· Association, vm.ich would exercise a power of selection 

among all those who should apply for permission to enter 

the settlement, either as buyers of land or as 

immigrants desiring assistance. Every class and 

profess ion Was to be represented in that proportion in 

which it ought to exist in a prosperous colonial comnuni ty. 

·The Associati ori would ensure that none but persons who 

were of good character, as well as ·members of the Chura ch 

of England, should be ad.mi tted. 

Such was the plan of the proposed colonial society~ 

a society which should be a complete segment of English 

life,· and in 'IM'licli what ·vv9re considered to be the best 
I 

elements of: civilised exi stE3nce should be harrnoniouslr 

blended. "An English county, with its Cathedral qi ty, 

its famous uni varsity, its Bishop, its parishes, it~ 

endowed clergy, its ancient aristocracy, its yeoman 

farmers, its f evv nee essary tradesmen, its sturdy and 

loyal labourers; and all this with no crime, no poverty 

and no dissent - this was the ideal which their· 

: imagination suggested. nX 

X 
M-1• · Purchas, Bishop Harper and the Cm terbury Settlement. 



CHAPTER I II. 

THE FIRsr DIFFICULTIES; 
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The proposals of the Assooia tiori were ·at .firs·~ 
. . 

.. favourably recetved -~/ the public and by Earl-Grey,. 
. . . 

_tfre-_Colonial Seere~:r-J, and it. waB decid.ed that_· 

applica tron should be made for a Chai~-ter _ of 

Incorporation.. :·In .MB»:," .1848 a~. ad·vanc;e of'. .£2~ ,000 was. 
. . . . . . . . 

obtaineq. from t~e New_ ZeaJ.a.:q,d. Company_ for preJi~inary ·. 

expenses •. In July,_ Captain Thorrias was sent out to the 
. . 

Colony ·as tne· Agent, _until _the Association s-llolild be 
. . 

incprpora ted, _ of the._ New zeala.m ·company.· He w.as 

instru:ct·.ed: to choose· a mil.lio;n acres _1n the··wairarapa·· 

VaJl.ley as ·a-site for the set·tleme~t. Ori his arrival in 
. . . 

New Zealand,· Thorna:s -immed:iate.ly put himself.· in to· . . . . . 

c·omrminicati on w_ith Governo~ Grey and Bishop .. Selwyn, 
aria.- made.a most 9arefu1· search for a suitable site. 

. . . . .. t". . . 

He rejected the WairaJ')apa .Valley, .ovving ·to the 
. ' . 

_diffic_ulty o"f. obtaining land .there .from the. native. 

owners. He· then· explored Banks ·Peninsllllla and the Port 

Cooper .-p1an_ ns •. The-se extend for· about· a ·hundred miles 

north and south by.about forty~five miles:east ·an4_ 
. . , 

w~st,. bei-ng terminated by th.e 'Southern Alps. on· the _West 

and the Pacif:l.c Ocean on the. east._ A hilly pe°i11nsula, 

called Banks peninsula, pr_qjected from the :plains on the 

eas_t~ .: Po~·t Coop m-' ts the most no~thwe·ate~ly of 'th~ 

harbours·with which the peninsula· is indented .. ·The 

'hii1s of. Banks .Peninsula w_~;e thickl~ woo.dad, but·.the 

plain~,. apart fro:rp _a feN patches of -f.orest, were 

: open :tus'sock country.- This _territory. had, in 
. . 

1841,. been. reje•cted ·as ·.a site ·_for the Ne ls on se.ttlement. :·_ 

·.' I~ 1844 it ~d b ~en a{?J1 i~ explo~ed, _this time.· bf_ 

Captain Tucke.tt, wio was· engaged in, ch0O$ing a site for. 
. . . . '. . : . . . . 

t~e p:r>opcsed Church pf S_cot~a:rud · settle!Ilent·. . Tuckett 

reported favourably on the plains,.·but ·considered that. 

the h.eight.·that s·eparated ·them:t"rom the ·Port was a . . . . . . . 

·serious obstacle·. _ Havin-g reached Port Cooper,- Thomas 
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. . 

was impressed by·the depth and safety of _the .harbour,· 

and the favourable aspect of the surr·ounding plains. 

He obtained a report on the country, dated January. 

· 30th, 1849, and writ ten· by the Deans Br other~, 

Scotsmen 'who hacl ,settled on ·thi' plains in 1842. The 

report dwelt on the··climate, the fertility of the soil, 

the_ vrospects· f.or stock, and the· .various resources of 

the c ouri.try. The plains did ·not reql~ire clearing, ~d 

w·ere -ready for immediate.· occupation. There was ample: 

room for the extend.on. of the set.tlement; and there ._ 

wa~ no likelihood of :any native tr oUb1e t~ vex the . · 

intending settlers. Thomas was well satisfied that 

Port Cooper and the plains provided the most suitable 

site and throUgh J-1Ir. Fox, the local agent .of the New 

Zealand Company, he made application for the .. terrt. tory 
. . . . 

to .Governor Grey.· In May,. having received the assent· 

of the_ Governor and of the Bishop, Thomas :pr6ceeded. to 
. . 

Port Cooper. to carry out the· survey and ·pre lim~nary 

works as directed-by the Association. He fixed on. 

the site of three towns, Lytte].tcin (the port)_ Sumner·,_ 

and Christ·church. At first he had intended to place 
. . •-. . . 

the clJ_ief tONn, Christ Church,. at the head of th.e • 

Harbour. of Port Victoria,x but the d,ifficul.ty of·_· 

reclairriing the mud.:.fla-ts sub~equently caused him to 

choose the plains as the site of. Christ Church. 

Accordirigly_h_e undertook the construction of.a.road 

over th·e hilis from- the port to the plains. 

Meanvvh:ile, the Ass cciati on in England was. not 

prospe_rihg-aswell as Jiaci. been hoped. Manv of its· 

X 
Port Victoria was the name used by the Association, 

but Port Coope·r was the more farrlili_ar narre in · 
New Zealand. 
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members, such as Sir William 1VI9lesworth, belonged to 

the party.of. colonial re.form, and their· eagerness to·· . 
.. 

secure self-government._ for the· colonies, provoke·d tne 

oppositi·on of -the Colonial Office. Most virulent 

cha.rges against that· de:tnrtment appear in the ietter-s 

of. Wakefield·, and all ailowance ·being_ made for any 
overstatements into vvhi ch official obstruction ~¥ 
petray the· enthusiast, it is evident that the 

opposition of the Colonial Office ancl of .its servant,· 

Governor Grey, to the system of self-goyernmeri.t. w·hich 

the ·cr~nte1°t-ury Association deme.nded, was a real· 

obstacle to the progress of the . .A.ssociLti01!1. The New 

Zealand Company also:was in bad odour with the publ_ic. 

Nioreover, the Association was confronted with the. 

a ttaclrs pf a large sec ti on· of the community, which 

inveighed against its scheme as being na regular 

Puseyite affair~:':, and. detected'ithe future Canterbury 

,;a priest-ridden colony".· rt was stated, in refutation 

of these charges, that Puseyites formed only a section 

of the Associa~ion, and that it was by the help of the 

Chur.ch._ratI1er than .tor the Church that the colony 

was· to be established. Nevertheless, tavards the·· 

end of 184-9, when the f :irst en.th usiasm of the_ sc.heme 

had cooled, there appeared a very real danger of its 

be_ing entirely ate. ni one d. The administration of John 

:Hu:_tt, Chairrrari of the Committee of Management, was 

notoriously-weak~ He is accused by Wakefield of having 

"done nothing but c·ut ·holes in the bottom of the ship". 

However, the· news -fr om Thomas in ~ew z;ea_lan:i was an : . . ' . . . . ' 

·encouragement,- and··the Association decided ta. 
. .· . . . ' 

proce~d. In October 1849. it r·esoived to -send ·Godley · 
. . . .. 

to ··the o.cilony, as he had aJready been ·ordered to 1eav e. 
. . . ,\., ' 
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England 01.vi'ng to i11.-health: and ·on December 2nd h$ ·r.,;;,,F{f't 

in the LADY NUGENT. · The · negotiations which had taken· .. . .·. ~ .· . . . 

-place with .a view ~ obtaining a Charter, bore fruit in 

tilie granting of the Royal Charter of November 13th, 

i849, by which, the· Cant er bury Ass oo ia ti on waff 

incorporated. On December 1st an agreement was made 

. vv:L th the. New Zealand ·.compooy, by which· the latt. er· was 

bound to .. reserve 2,500,000 acres for the Cam.terbury 
. . .· . . . 

. . . . ' 

Assou-iation for ten years, provided that £10O,0CO worth 
' . 

of land should be ·sold by th~ Association before the 

30th April,. 1850: the Association undertaking to se11· 

the lam at:not less than £3 per acre, and t~ pay the· 

Company 10/- per .acre. In default of the requisite sales 
. . 

being made, the Association's power over the Cm terbury · . 

settlement was to cease and. the land revert to the 

Company~ Terms of purchase were now fixed: the land 

was open for sale in January 1850 and. int ending 

ca,lonists were asked to submit their names. Felix 

Wakefield, as agent for the sale of· 1ands, proceeded 
• 

_on· a tour through the South of -England to invite land 

· purchases, and expressed confidence that the required 
. . . . . . 

amount of land w o:uld .b·e sold by the s:p3cified time. 

The ~neffective 13,dministrat_ion of Hutt as 

. C]?.airrran of the Qomrni ttee of Management sti 11 continued, 

am it was only the thought that Godley .was already on· . . 

the wa·y to New Zealand that prevented the plan· fr om 

being dropped.· Trouble agiin arose with the Colonial 

Office over the subjeot.· of the ~ale of. lands. The 
·. . . 

Association des:iire·a. that prio;ri ty of chobe should be. 

determined by ballot. Earl Grey· oons idered that t:O,e 

. ballot was a .lottery, but a compromise was finaily 

arran~ed which preserved the principle of .the itoa1lot in 

a form which evaded the Act against lotteries. Moreover, 

the possible c@ntirigericy of failure refe ITed to in the 



- 21,_;_ 

· agreement ~vi th the Company wa_s a deadwefght upon thfY 

·progress _of the land sales!' while the terms of the 

agreement for bade the extent of the · land sales to be 

made known be fore 30th Apri 1. Ace or dingly int end_ing 

. purchasers delaye·d the i:f purcba ses un ti 1 the last 

·moment, and many r eftf d to purclias e at all vrhi 1 e there 

. was a possibility of failure. While progress at.Home. 

was thus.laborious, it was impossible for the agent in 

the c;olony to proceed effectively with the work of 
. : . 

preparation~. Requests were made by the intending 

· colonists that the date of sailing of the first • · 

ships should be definitely fixed, and that a new agreement 

should be made with the Nevv Zealand Company extending the. 

· time limit of the lam sales. 

Hitherto, practically all the work of the· 

Association- had been left tb.:·the Chairman. Now, in 

the spring of 1850, the -other members of the Comrrii ttee 

of Management began to put their hand. to the plough· in 
. . . 

real earnest. : Hutt found the co-ope:rat ion of his fellow--

committee men distasteful and resigned. At the end of 

Mro .. ch 1850 Lord Lytteltcin became Chairman ·of the 

Comrni ttee of Management, and the .. chie:f director of the 

· Cm terbury scheme,. . Negotiations w_ere. carrie _d on with 

,the New Zealand Company, and· on April 16th, a new agreel'!1ent 

·was. m~de. · ttThe arrangement· so rmde was in su.bstan·c e 
. . . ' . 

-similar. to the .former, except :that instead of a 

forfeiture· of pO\Vef in default of the. sale · of la.ncl on 

30th April, 1850, to the· extent .of £100,000 in value, 

the condition imposed was that sales should be_made t_o 

the exteilt of £50,000·in value by. the 31st December, 1850~ · .. 

. WJ.d should be c~mti_nued annually at the same rate,. in 
:x 

default whereof the power~ of the Association vrnr·e· to' cease'! 

, .:x H9F. Als4on (Sec .. Canterbury Assn .. ) to J.R .. Godley, · · ·· . · 
. September. 7th 18f( 
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At. the same time the 30th Jua1e was sub·stittit,ed for 30th·;: 

Apri 1 as the last day on which applications for land orders 

from the first body of colonists should be.received. This 

agreement was conditioned by a personal guarantee o_f Lord 

Lyttelton, Sir John· Simeon, Sir Richard cawendish, 

and Edward G_ibbori Wakefield,. vvh ere by .they bound themselves 

to the extent of £3750 ea_ch to pay to the Company the 

amount it would have· received if the £100,000 w0·rth of · 
. . 

· land bad be: en -sold by Apri 1 30th ; 1850 . This . guarantee , · 

which saved the Asscc1atior1_, · . .-··. is a striking_ testimony 

to' the public spi·r_i t of the founders of CariJ.iterbury. and 

may. be held to atone for a certain lack of business 

ability, whi_ch, with an excess of .eloquence,·was·their 

chief fai_ling. It also: :shows the attractive pe~so;nali ty · 

of Godley, for it was confessedly out of devotion to him 

that these personal. liabilities were incurred. The 

Association -announced that the first ships would sail 

in the Autumn of that_ year, and the now assured certainty 

· of the undertalcing led to an inc:rease .in the land .s-ales· 

and to· rnor_e cheerful fee lings gene:r•ally ._ 

· Godley, who ·had been s_ent ouit to .New Zealand· in 

De.cember, with instructions ~o. prepare ·for the reception 

of the Colonists, and to superintend the _establisbrnent 

and progress of the settlement, 'arrived in April.· The 

. news ~hi ch he heard . on :re.aching Wellington had been 

desplatched from Engla:t1d men the prospects of the 

Associ_ation were most gloomy,. an_d anticipated that the 

settlement at Port Cooper would. be al::and one.d. Godley . 

decided to commu.-riica te with Thomas·, and see what could 

be. done, and lle arrived at Port Cooper on April 11th. : 

His diary records his first impressions. "The harbour· 

is very fine, both fr an a pi_cturesque and .8:. utilitarian 

-point of. view. The -- Captain. and all the nautical men on 
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on board were delighted with ·;r . . . . . On surrounding 

the bluff,· I was perfectly astonished. with what I saw. 
- . . . . . . 

One might have supposed that the country rad be~n · 

colonised for years, so settled and busy was the look 
. . 

of its port~. In the 'f-ir st place, there is what the 

Yankees call a Splendid jetty· ...... On each· side 

of the road ther~e are houses scattered to ·the -number . 

of twenty-:fi ve, including two hotels and a custom

house .ft X Again he w:ri t es: "No first ·body of 

colonists will find so much d@ne to prepare for and 

. welcome them as ours will find." · Godley was no less 

impressed by the fertility ·of the. plains~ and took a 

sanguine vi.ffvv of their ad.vantages for agri•cuJ.ture; 

grazing and sport. But he was· annoyed to find that 

Thomas had .exceeded his credit with the New Zealand 

Company by £4,000, and -had carried on the works on 
. . . . . 

. ' . . . . 

a much more extravagant scale than the precarious -· 

state of the Association's f art1IDe could warran.1t .. · · · 

He had built Emigration Barracks,· anci · expe:nded. 

large sums on the native -iabour required fo~ ... the 

survey and the roads.. The agent of the New zea)and · · 

Company was prepared to advance_ to Thomas an 

additional.£3,500~ but Godley d:irected that for the 
. . . 

present no n0iv arrangerren~ should be made. Though 

pleas_ed with th.e thoroughness and effiqiency .shown by 

Thomas~• who had cm::rnple,ted. .the· topographical. sur·vey 

of ;3l3, 000 acres, and the trigonome-oical survt3y of . · 

680,000 acres, and though he 12aw tba t tne completion 

of ·the road from the Port to the Plai.ns was- a w ark 

of the first importance, Godley reluctantly ordered 

· ·the a 1::andonment · of this w·ark a$ soon as· Thomas ·should 

have exhausted his credit. The winter of 1850 he 

·passed in Wellington, chafing at his enforced -

idleness, and learning all-he could about the Port 
X .. · .. 
·Diary.of J._R• Godley,_Wellington, April 22nd,- 1850. 
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Cooper district. On- the 22nd. bet ober he 1.vri tes: 

HThe people he;re are quite mad ab out Fort Cooper~ 

All agree that take·n altogether it is the besti 

· district in New Zealand for coionisati on. tt . When, 

alt the end of the. year he heard that the Cant'e.rbury 

settlement was destined to be'; a reality, he reuirned 

. to Port Cooper, ordered ·the resumption of the survey~ 

and prepared for the first ·expedit'ion of colonists,. 

who were already on their way·. Though he ob served 

.strict economy,, and reduced his own salary from 

. £,800 to £600 Godley throughout his who_le tenure 
. . 

of the off ice of Chief Agent, was ser iollSlY hampered 

by lack pf funds. 



CHAFTER IV. 

THE DESPATCH OF THE FIRST BODY OF' COLONISTS. 



The summer of 1850 was spent in 1JreJ;Jarations for the 

· departure of the first body of.' colonists, who were to be desl)atched. 

at the end of August. The administration of Lord Lyttel ton gave 

new life- to the Association, and al though the land sales did not :pro

ceed as raJ;Jidly as had at first been expected, the idea of the 

new colony began to take a firm hold on the 1)Ublic mind. In ]l~y, 
. . . 

James Edward Fitzgerald, a brilliant, if difficult, Irishmanwas a_p-

;pointed Superintendent of Emigration.to the Association, while tend

ers were asked for the hire of ships, _which were to ·be ready to 

sail at the end of August •.. In the 'choice of the emigrants to whom 

assisted :passages should be given,· the Association laid down. th.a·~ 

except in special cases the age of the emigrant was not to exceed 

forty years. Preference was given to·young married cou)?les as 

emigrants, and as shi];l 1s surgeons to those who were married and 

intended to' settle in the colony. Iviinute :i;ire1)arations were made 

for the :physical _and spiritual welfare of the ;passengers_ during 

the voyage. Lists were :published giving the minimum of clothing 

and other necessaries which the intending emigrant should take 

,with him~ Chaplains and schoolmasters were appointed to carry 

out their respective duties on board ship. J.!rlJ"ery emigrant was to 

bring a certificate from the clergyman of his l,)arish, certifying 

his bo.na fides and good character • ..1.n June, Jli tzgerald was ·able 
. . ' ., 

~ . ~ 

to write to Goilley that the ships were filling fast, and that the 

colonists were of .a -good. stamp;· and commenting ·on the divisions. 

then existing in_ the church at home, he wrote: 11 It is my consol-

ation that the Church of England is 1mtting forth vigorous 

scions in foreign lands when the time of her glory, as far as 
J 

human eyes can judge, is departing from her" This sentence suggest s 

f • .T .E~Fi tzgerald to J" .R. Godley, J"une 5th. Is50 0 



what was the main attraction of ·Canterbury in·the eyes of 

some of its principal founders. Though che Association alone 

exercised any real :gower in the direction of the· Canterbury 

scheme, the land purchasers thought it advisable that an 

informal society should be constituted, which, however un

authoritatively, could voice the op~nio~ o:( the colonists. 

This desire was realised through the formation, on April 25th 

·1850, o.f a "Society of Colonists", under the leadership of 

W. Guise Brittan. The Society was com~osed of those who in

tended to b.e the first co_lonists·~ admission being granted by 

.... ballot. It had as governing body a Council, which was al.so 

the medium of communication between the Society and the 

Association. It was resolved that af#r J"uly Isto every land 

purchaser in the colony should be a member ·of tl1e Society. The 

Society could thus claim to re:present the colony in some real 

degree,. and its opinion was frequently taken into account 

by the Association. This informal organisatiol'.l was use±:ul 

in joining.the colonists into a corDorate union, and in pre-. 

paring for the self-government which the colony was after

wards to enjoy. 

When the result of the ballot for the. sale of land 

U1) to 30th • .June was ra,ade known, it .was found that only 8050 

. acres had been sold. This small amount could be ex~lained 

by the vicissitudes through which the Association had passed, 

and the time .for the sales---- ... -----------------.---·---------
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was extended to August 29th, by which date it was 
. . . . . . . 

expected that a largely increased amount of land would 

be sold. . On July 5th, the New Zealand Company 

surrendered its Charter to the CrONn. The liabilities 

of the Company were £236,000, and its assets 

1,000,000 acres of land .in New Zealand. The Com:tE.nY 

renounced all cla_ims on the land and.received a lien 

.for £268,000 on all the land reserves in New Zealand. 

As the title of all the unsold lan:ls in New Zealand 

reverted to the Cr0~vn, the Canterbury Association now 

had no legal power of effecting land sales, As soon 

as the decision was. niad® knavvn, a Bill drawn by H. 

Sewell (Deputy Chairman of the Cammi tt ee of Managemant) 

was introduced into the House of Lords :by Earl Grey.,· 

anci- having rapidly passed through its various stages, 

became law on August 14th, .1850, under the title of 
. . . 

nThe Canterbury Settlement Land Act''. The Act 

practically embod.ied· the agreement between the 

Ass.pciation and the Company~ The price o;f land was 

definitely fixed at a minimum of £:3 per acre: of this 

sum, one-sixth· was to be paid to the Crown:· and land 

· was to be sold each year to the value of £50,000. 

But the forfeiture by the Canterbury Assccia tion of 

its powers, in case of failure to sel1 the quantity of 

land prescribed, instead .of being absolute, as by 

the former' condi ti ans, was now made to depend on the 

discretion of the Crown. Moreover, the Act opened. 

fo~ pasturage the unappropriated land at a fixed 

annual rental of 20s per 100 acres~ 

By the end of· .August, the proceeds of the land 

· sales amounted to £39,450 - an amount ·below the· first 

· e:xpectati ons of the Associ8.ti on; but nevertheless 

encouraging. .. All was now ready for the depg,rture. 
. . 

On July 30th, a public breakfast trad been given to the 
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6.epart ing colonis. ts on· board the PiANDOLPH, v;1here •· the ' 

principles and aspirations of the colony viere _again : 

·. _ rev i BN e d . On Sunday, Sept ember_ ls t, th.e Arc hbi sh op 

of Canterbury, Dr.· Surnner, pi"'Bached a farewell sermon 

to the colonists iri St. Paul's Cathedral on the· text.: 

ttTlrn grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love . of . 

· God, ancl the communion of the Holy Ghost be with you 

a11n. The CRESSY ( 634 tons) and the CF...ARLOTTE JANE 

( 619 toris) 1 eft Plym_outh on the night of September 7th:·_. 

· the· F.ANDCiLPH (664 tons) and the SIR GEORGE. SEYMOUR .. 

(730 tons), on the rnoming of the next day. They 

carried respectively 2l6, 151, 211, and 213 ·passruge,rs.· 

The provision that th 8 first settlers should be . 
entirely manbers of the Church of England was not. 

observed strictly, and a f<:JN Presbyterians ~nd 

Wesieyans also sailed. · Such was the _setting forth 

of those knO'vVn to posterity as the· "Can.terbury 

Pilgrimsn. 

The letters of Wakefield show wmt an 

-important· place in the minds of those interested in 

the settle.ment was· o?cupi ed by the problem¢ of se1ecti ng 

a Bishop. The Bishop was to be tb,e heart and soul of 
. . •' . ·. J .· 

the Colony, an Israeli t ish patriarch, a Greek· og,,t(H'J'Tfs,,, 

"not a propagandist, but a planting ·Bi shop, a true 

colonist of the Church.rtx Wh(3re was such a one 

to· be found? Selwyn might have be en the man,. but he 

was already occupied. in a sphere larg·er than Caruterbury, 

and he was destined to be a hindrance rather than a 

help to the particuJar demands and plans ·of its 

founders. In .the early pa;.rt of 1849, Wakefield 

endeavoured to persuade the Rev. Cecil Wynter, Rector 

. . . 
. x E.G. Wakefield to J.R.Godley, Septembe·r 26th,1849. 
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of. Grattan, Surrey:; to· accept i'he new SeEL · Wynter,, 
. . . . . . . . ·. 

though an eager supporter of tl1e Canterbury proposals, 

t6ok1hmnble vieN of his fitness· for tlie: office of . 

9olor)istng Bishop, and in the Autumn of 1849. declined._. 

the offer. The .next narne recommended by the Committe'8 

was that of the . Rev. Ivh". Maddock, of Kingston; in 

Herefordshire •. The immediate selection of a safe 

Bishop was necessary to allay anti~Puseyite suspicions, 

and:the Association_congraiulated-itself on its 
. . . . . 

. successful choice.. However, in.April 1850; Madcloek 

also refused .. A neyv choice was soon made ... On June 

7th, .1850, the Sub-Committe.e for_ Ecclesi'a::;Jtical · 

Arrangements resolved: "That they consider Mr. Thomas 

·.Jacks.on (princ.ipa l of the National Socie tyts Training 

.School, Battersea) eminently q'llaliffed to fill the 

. _office of Bishop in the. settlement of Canterbury,. 

and: that it is urgent that the ne.cessary steps sh6uld ·.· 

be ta.ken without de lay to obtain Her Ma jestyts 

sanc't ion· to his . a.pp ointment, as soon as_ arrangerm: nts 

can be entered· into for providi.ng an adequate• · 

. endowment." X As a preacher and platform orator ·:. 
. . -

: . . ' 

th.e·. Rev. Thomas Jacks on had· earned a reputation which 

as a colonist of the Church he was not to sustain. 
. . . . 

Negotiat!::?! with Earl Grey for his appointment were .. · 

. soon oo-ded. Before the Bishop could be consecrated, 

Earl Grey demanded that £10,000 should be legally 

invested with trustees as an endoN1nent for the See. 

As only.£8~70O was available for tlie purpose,. Jackson 

began,' with s.ome success, to collect subscriptions 

for the Bi-shopric endON.ment, · the College, aµd the 
. . 

ot}?.er objects of the Ecclesiastica1·and Education· 

Fund. From. these subscriptions ·he paid,. by loan, 

X Minutes of Can·terbury·Assooiation, June·7th, 1850~ 
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£1,000-.to the Bishopric Ehdovm1ent, and the Association 
. . 

·advanced. £300 from the Emigration Fund: - thus the 

required sum of £10,000 was raised, and invested as 
< 

an. endowment -for the Bi-shopr_ic with the Colonial 

·Bishopric.Fund under the Society for the Propagation 

. of the Gospel. 

There was yet another obsta_cte to the 

appointment and consecra.ti on of the Bishop. The 

LetteTs"'.'"Patent which had_ a.ppointed Bis hop Selwyn tp 

New Zealani had conferred on him an inde·feasible ti t1e . . . ' 

to the charge of the whole country during his life. 
. . . . .. 

Hence -it was only ~vi.th the consent of Selwyn that 
. . 

the diocese of c·ant er bury crould be cut out of the 

q_ioc_ese of New zealarrd: and. tbe re vi.as an influential 

nselwyn Partytf i:q. the Clmrch, ~\hich strongly_ op_posed 

~he separation. · To meet "the di.fficulty, Earl Grey 
. -

_ required.that the whole of· the· Middle Island should 

· be c·onstftu ted a diocese: and to this proposal the 

Csrrterbury Association reluctantly agr·e€3d. Iri 

September, the Queen consented to·' the appointment· of 

-Jackson as Bishop,-and it was resolved to send him 
. . 

ou:m, t-o _the _ Colony as· Bishop-Designate -Of Lyttelton 
. . 

to consult with. the Bishop of New Zealand as to the' 

best means _ of c· ons ti tuing the proposed. di oc e s_e. . 

Jacks on .left. England in the CASTLE EDEN.- He arrived · · 

at Lytte lton in February, but was unable to come __ to any 

agreement with Se_lwyn, and· left six weeks after his 

arrival, having done nothing to carry out tha schemes. 
•. '· 

for Churches and College which lie had so warmly. 

espoused. 

The fact: .. is·, that. the incaJRci ty of Jaclm on 

for business had prevent€3d any· further· st:.eps being· 

taken towards his consecration.. In England he had_· 

· raised subscriptions, which presumably had b3 eh 
· apportioned to _their respecttve. objects. But even so, 
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. . . 

· a balance of £385 remained unaccounted for, and 
. . 

Jackson refused to account -to .the Association for it. 

The Association .was also made liable for .tradesrren's. · 

··bills to the extent of £1,000 incurred by Jacks(Q)n, 

and that· at a time when i.ts .financial ernbarrassmen ts -

·were severe •. · This remissness (no charge of dishonesty 

was made) was a heavy biow to_ the Association. Much· , 
. . . . . . 

had be en hoped of the n eiv. Bishop~Des ignate, vvi th whose 

profuse expressions -of devotion to Canterbury, arid; 
. . . 

· of ·h1s · intent;ton to renain there th_roughout his life:,. 

his speedY depart~e fr om tiie colony vvas' t'o. provide 

so meiancholy a contrast. rt was with dee)'.)_ regret· 
. . . . . . 

that the Assoc_i ati on, vv hile PcWing_ t:ri bute ·to nhis · 

talent~ energy, zeal,_ the generosity of his impulses, 

the lrindness _ of his nature, ,ii was in August 185.1 

compelled to express its· lack of confidence· in him, 
. . . . 

and to. tirequest the Archbishop of .·canter bury to prevent 

the mischief likely to· result from the comple.tion of 

l.VIr. Jackson's appointtrent as Bishop of the-nevvSee 

of 'Lyttelton.n xx_ An attempt to appoint_.the Rev. 

phi'lip Gell to the diocese also failed, and 

.Caruterbury remained without .a Bishop· until the 

consecration of Bishop Harp·er in 185 5. 

-x H. Sewell to J.R. Godley,· ·October 21st, .1850 .. 

xx Report of Sub-Committee of Committee of Management· 
of Canterbury Association, August 2ls~, 1851. _ 
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The first.four ships arrived at Port Coop.er 

in December 1850. The voyage of the CRESSY had ·been 

eve:ntful, as· the Captain had proved to be worse· than 

u~eless, -and W .. Guise Brittan; Chairman of the C-ouncil 

of the Society of_ Canterbury Colonists, ·had been forced 

.. to ·.take comrrand. · On Sun_day, De·cember 15th, the 

passeng'ers of the CHARLOTTE JANE obtained their firs~ 

view of Canterbury, when they sighted th·'? hi1ls 

that separate .Lake Ellesmere -from 'Akaroa Harbour. · They 

were de.lighted with· the fine. harbours and woo de·d hills 

· of Banks Peninsula, am. with ·the vieN of the South Alps 

vii ich met the in when they rounded the point. · They were . 

_equally impressed by the· imposing· entrance to Port. · 

· C·ooper, and the picturesque situation· of the little 

port. The· CHARLOTTE JANE anchored :on the morning of 
. . . 

· Monda.¥, December 16th: . the RANDOLPH in the- evening: 
. . . . . 

the SIR GEORGE SEYMOUR on the next day: and· the CRESSY, 

. which.had_sufferedmost from the·bad weather, arr.ived:.· 

on December 28th. The passengers of the Lirst three 
. . . 

ships found Governor Grey on the Spot, awaiting their· 

arrival.. He shewed them every consideration, an(!. allcw ed . 

. · their goods. to be landed free of ciuty ~ The almost 

simuitarreous arrival of the three ships over-taxed·· 

the accommodation of the barrack-houses, and comp'iaints 

were heard. . However, though th.e Port was to· some a 
. . . . ' . . 

disappointment, the· Plains gave general satisf_action. 

Most of the ·colonists migrated to the plains,' and the 

selection of· land was s oo.n- in progress. 

A question which had caused much deliberation, 

and has since be.en the· subject of comtrroversy, ¥/as in 

_fact settled soon after the arrival of the first body 

of colonists. This. 1s the question of . the name . of the 

present capi-tal, Christchurch. Three points must be 
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. . . . . 

distinguished: whenc'.e was the name tal{en: hoyv came 

it to be applied to the Capital: and what ~vas the site 
. . . . ' 

of the capital? 
x. 

It has now been made clear that Christchurch 

was named after- th~ Oxford College, Christ ·Church. ·

This foundation is renarkable in;_ several ways. -· The 

Cathedral Church of the Diocese of Oxford is the -
. . . 

. . . . - . . 

Chapel of Christ Church; the Dean is the Dean of 

Christ Church, not of- O.xford. Now the inner cir-cle 

of the founders of Cm terbury were Christ· Church rnen 

· - Go~ey, Simeon, :&;at bc~·and others. It wa:s f:iirst .· 

int.ended to build in Caruterbury a Christ Ghurch of the 

Southern Hernisphere. In th.e centre. of the city was 
. . . . 

to be. the College, and among the College Buildings was 

. · to be·· the Cathadral of the Diocese of Canterbury. 

-_The -fact that tn·e foundation-name of Metropolit~ 

- CathedraT of England is-also. Christ Church fs no_ 

more than an. agreeable coincidenc_e vvhi ch probably 
. . . . 

gave_additional weight to the main argv;ments in 

favour of accepting for the capital the name b.orrowed 

fr om Oxford. 

The neixt question is, How was this name 

. firtaliy chosen for the- capital? In the; first Minutes 

of t1i.e Cm-terbury Association, it v1as resolved that 

"the name of the chief town be Christ· Church•." 'This · 

na1ne, though. precrious to the Christ Church rhen _ in 

- the Associatio3;1, for whom a chief attract.ion of· 

Canterbury was to-be the College, did not seem so -·· 

suitable· to the renai.nder · of t.h e colonists; Their 

views of· the n eN capital pie tur ed. a c omrl'B!i-:cia l _ and 

x See Article by CanQn H ~ Pur chas, · :The Press , • 
Christchurch, April 19th, 1913. · 
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. agricultural, rather than an academic· centre. TheJ,r 

considered that the .name was "to@ churchy", if not 

actually profane. (It is noticeable that. both sides 

in the. debate referred the name Christ Church to 

the Oxford CollegeJ A desire was expressed tba t the 
. . 

name given to the chief town should .be a ngood: 
. . . 

·sounding English nanen, such as ·.111yttelton". _ At a 

'meeting of the Society of.the Cmterbury Colonists, 

on June 13th, 1850, it was resolved to write to· 

the Association,_ expressing the earnest desire of .. . . . 

tI1e Society that the narl1e of the capital of the 

settlement should be 1t1ytteltonn. Accordingly; 

tlle _Cammi ttee of rv1amgen10nt, on June 18tl:i., resolved 

nThat the Committee, although. they do hot themselves 

see the neces~ity or expediency for the change of 
narn8;. in compliance with the expressed wish of the 

·intending colonists, v1-ill readily assent thereto: - · 

it being unders toad that the· College vvhich will be· 

es-tab lished in the· ·settlement_ will be called 

Cln,, ist Chur·ch. nX The fo llov1ing coimnent on. the 

change is found in a letter ·from Walrnfield to Godley, 

dated June 22nd. Speaking of· the Society of 

Canterbury Colonists, he vyri tes: "It· (the Soc.:iety) 

is .riot Without its uses. For example,· th~ e was a · 

pretty general opinion. against the name of Christ's· 
' . 

. Church for the capital of the ·cai! terbury Settlement, 

the main obje;ction bei_ng that_ the application of this· 

sacred name to a commerc ia 1 and politic al rmtropolis . . ' . 

savoured either of profanity or cant, or both.· . ' ' 

You will hardly_ understand· this obje;ction,. be:cause the 

name ·1_s ass_ociated in your mind_ with .. cricket, _rcming, · 

x Minutes,. Canterbury .Ass roiat ion; June· 18th, 1850. 
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drinking, smoking, swearing, _ etc; but- most of. thcs e 

to whom the narie is not profanely familiarised by 

College rec olie:.ctions preferred that the place should· 

be called "Lytte lt onn. nx 

Thus .when the colonists arrived· in De ceinber, 

it had been decided by the As~ocia ti on that the 

capital .should be called·Lyttelto.n. But v1here was .the 

capital? Cap,tain Thomas had fixed the site on the 

plains, and had called it Christ Church; Z't and 

because the capital was on the plains he had b~en 

anxious to make a good road over the _hills from 

the Port_ (Lyttelton) to Chris~6hurch. Selwyn, t:oo, 

alludes . to Christ Church as the intended capital. But 

the latest_ suggestion which Godley had received frum · 

the.- AsS<iICiation when the co1o·nists arrived was that -

tl1e capital should be a~ the Port. Thus ·tre port 

would be called by its accustomed n1;1me, Lytt·e1ton_, and 

would also be the capital. . Cbrist Church would be 

merely the name of the College, whether built on 

the plains· or at the capital .. On December 20th, 

1850, ·four days after the.arrival, a meeting of tlie · · 

Society of Cal1l1t er bury C'olonist s resolved -"That o-f 

the two sites of fer ed to their_ sele cti.on by the 

Asmrncia ti on for the ·capital, that nnrked by the name 

of Christ Church is the· more eligible., and· that Mr. 

Godley_ be.;" reqrnested t.o decJare immediately that the 

capital of the s·ettlement will be-fixed at that site. n 
' . . 

·The Agent complied with the wishE;is of the colonists, 

as the· Port,- Lyttelton, was without fresh water.· 

X ·• - . 
E.G. Wakefield to J~R. Godley,_ June 22nd~ 1850.-

~-
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The .name of both the towns was now of fie ial]y 

Lyttelton, and great confusion arose in the documents 

of the Land Sales. The knot was finally cut, by 

the decision tal{e n by the Society of Colonists,, 

on June 10th, 1851, to retain for the chief town 

the name of Christ Church x, -a:s fiXed by Captain 

Tho~as and the Surveyors. . 

x Now spelt Chris tchurcl1. 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE INFANCY 'OF THE SETTLEMENT. 
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The select_ion of Land by those colonists 

who.had purchased before j'uly 1st, 1850, :took 

place on February 17th.and L8th, .1851. The resµlt 

was· considered. satisfactory. · Nearly all the. land 

seilie9ted lay vvithin a circle of fOur or fiv·e miles· 

· diameter, which proved t.ha t the_ f.ertili ty .of the· 

whoie block of land appeared to pe so nearly ~veh 

as to nR_ke a slight advantag;e of pbsi tion. tum the-
. . ' . . ' ... 

scale in favour of arw particular allotment. Ov~ing 
. . : . . 

to lack of 'funds,. the College could not be started 

on the· scale. at first proposed. Neve r.thel e ss, a 

temporary building was secured at, Lyttelton,. and 

the. Principal, the Rev. Henry jac obs, assist_ed by 

tv'fr ~ Calve rt, as l.\!Iathema tic al Tutor, opened. the 

College in both. departments. in March 1851. But 

'the nee essi ties -o.f colonial life were hard and 

. only a fw· pupils presented themselves. 
. . 

In other respects also the reality fell far 

shor-t of the.high hopes of the pioneers. Another 

body of c·o:tonists was sent out from England. in·. the 

sumrrer of 1851; Emigration continued, but with a 
. ,, 

decreasing flow, throughout the two years tba t 

elapsed between the -arrival of the first settlers and 

the institution of Provincial Government~ · Some 

colonists were disappointed on their· arriv~l. "They 

expected the plains .to resemble an· English Park: 

with hill and dale, wood and water, blended in 

· precisely the proportions. favourable t'o util.ity.n:X: 

· Probably emigrants of this_ temper_ existe·d in no 

great er ':P.roporti on in Cant er bl.µ'y than in. the other,: 

. ·.sett].emen.ts, 'but: t_he. Utopian·· pro~ise. of the.._._.,_.·. . 

Ca:hterbury. scheme: b'ro-qgh t .into re.li-~f. •$,ny ·d·efic·iency_ . 

· iri. its realisation. ':(:'he war:st of the misfits wera· · 

x .J ,.'R. · G_odley ~- despatches to oan·"t b · · · er ury_Association 
·October 24th~· 1~51 • ' 
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. . 
· persons with pretensions to gentility, but with li tt1·e 

else, who wete unable to· buy land, and who, at the 

sarre ttme, despised nanual labour .. · In his desp ·atch es 

to the Asscciation the Agent inststed that the emigrants· 

.should.. either poss-ess ca·pital or.be prepared. to v10rk 

with their hands .. Worse still, that plentiful supply 

of cierg.y, the thought of vvhich· '11ad so wa:rmed men's· 

he·arts . at Home, · turned out to be a doubtful blessing . 

. of the twenty·cl·ergymen who arrived in the first. year, 

ten returned. G-0dley, .. hampered ·by. 1·ack of funds,'. v1~s· 

unable to prov.ide adequately for the remainder,• and most. 

were compelled. to support themselves by secul~· · · 

·callings. 

N·o work vvas of greater importance to the· 

materiai progress of the settlement than the road 

·from Lytte lton to Christ Church - the means of 

cornmu.nicati.on between the Port ani the Plains.• Thomas 

had underestimated the cost of the road and the 

Agent had no money to spend on it .. Most of. the 

. -g'oods brought to:Jthe settlement-were- carried :in anall 

craf't over the.Sumner Bar and landed at the Bea.thcote_· 

Ferry. By April 1851, the road from Christ Church·· 

to the ferry was ·completed, but the. problem of ·the· .· 

completion of the road to Lytteiton still remained. . . . " . . 

In March 1852 Governor Grey put at the Agent fs. 

disposal £2000, the balance which had. accumulated 

from the s'E!rplus revenue cif the settlement. On the 

.advice of the_ land purchasers, the s·um was spent not 
. . 

cm the L:rtt·el.ton road (for wlitch it was. inadequate)', 

· but Ori roads over the plains. 

Events had occ:urred in 1850 which were • 

destined to affect ·profoundly the· whole· progress 

of Canterbury. · The discovery of go_ld in· Austra.lia -. 

began to 'draw the ·more venturesome· spiri t_s away ·rro·m 
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. the slow~growing agricultural and pastoral settlements 

to try their for tunes at the diggings, and scarcely 

· had Canterbury been founded than many of its settlers 

left for Australia. The labour re sources o.f the new 

· settlement were in consequence severely taxed, whil_e 

the discoveries also caused the· cost of provisions 

in the southern colonies to rise enormously. But 

eventually the dise:,.11veries were almost as great. a 

benefit to the agriculturalist and pastoralist as 

to the successful speculator; and those who resisted 

the lure of gold were enabled to sell the prod.UC e. of 

their farms and runs at a high profit .. Godley and the 

more provident of the Canterbury pioneers did their 

best to prevent emigration from Canterbury to the 

diggings, contrasting the ,instability of mineral wealth 

with ihe steady progress of a pastoral and agricultural 

dommuni ty. However, some fif_ty or sixty colonists 

left. But for Canterbury the most important problem 

resulting from the discoveries was not so much the 

emigration of its labourers, as the influx of Australian 

squatters into the settlement, which f ollaiv.ed the 

inevitable disappointment3 of the mining camp. The· 
' . 

question of the ternB on which these squatters should 

be admitted led to the disagreement which was the 

central feature of all the dealings betiveen the 

Association and the colony for the rest of the former's 

existence. 

• .The Crnlr,erburyAct of Augmt 14th, 1850, 

· conta'ined regulations for the disposa!L of land within 

tbe Canterbury B1oclc Clause 11 Sec. 4 of the Act reads: 

"That all land for the time being rerraining unsold shall 

be open, under license, for pasturage purpose at, the 
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rate .. Qf")?Q$ per anmm for every huq.greg s.gp~~$r{J'N.lll~t 
amended terms of purcha f:3~ , dated Se ptemb ~f::;~ti~f 
1850, aonta:il.n the following ·provisions: 

''Clause 4: All lar;td :;for the time being re~.ttfll 
unsold·shall be open, 1,mder license, for pasturage 

purposes, at the rate of 20s per annum for every 

l1undred acres. And until ·one hundred thousand acres, · 

being the q i;ahtity of land originally fP propria ted 

to the first body of colonists, shall be sold, every 

purchaser of rural. land, and no other person, will 

be enti tle9- to a transferable license for pasturage, 

renewable by such· purchaser from year to year in 

tl1e proportion of five acres· of pasturage . to one 

acre of land purchased,. 

"Clause 5: Holders of pasturage licences 

under the last condition will be entitled to a. pre ... 

emptive right of purchas.e of the lands c omrpised 

in such licen~es, subject to the condi tioris herein 

contained .•.... u 

Thus rights of :p11.stm-age were given to two 

clauses of settlers, but on different conditions: 

~l) Those who bou~t land in the colony were entitled 

to pasturage rights over five times as much land as 

their own.freehold, at a rate of aos per hundred acres 

(the rate for those who had bought before Augra t 

29th, 1850, was 16s .8d).,' and over this land they 

had also a pre-emptive right; (~l to others, not 
. . . . . 

ooners of land, pasturage rights were given at the 

r~te of 20s per hundred acres, but without any right 

to lease or pre-emption a In -enforcing these 

· restrictions against squatters and unlicensed 

X 13 ancl 14 Vic. cap. k""OC. 
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pa:storalists, ·_ the Ass ocia ti on profe~secL to be 

considering .the •interests of the land purchasers .of 

the cOiony' Vvhi ch they intended to be agri cultlTI'B.l 

rather thari pastoral . As the land· was · sol cl in England, 

they were unwilling that any a~vantages should be 

given to. non~o:wners of land w:hich vJould ten cl to 

impede purchas_e. The selling of land was vi tally 

connected·with ·the fulfilment of the.intentions of. 

the· Caµterbury scheme. 

No .member of the Association had .been more 
. . . . . . . 

. eager to give eff·ect to th-ese intentions than the 

Chie:f Agent. Ye·t when the settl~rs ~d arrived. and 

taken up their lands Godley carm to see the harm 
. . . 

whic.h strict obedience to the Association's 

imitructions would work· in· the Colony, -the chief ne:ed 
. . 

of which was capi t.al. -. Noth1ng,. he ga1il would attract 

population- and capital into the district more · 

· rapidly than facilities for grazing. The terms of·. 

purchase, vVi th . their discrimination· against_ 

unJ.,icens ed pastoralis ts, we re an effective bar to . 

the introduction' _of what aione could save the- colony 

· - stock and stock-·awners. At the· moment the gold 
' . . 

disc over i es ·were preventing the emigrati'on of . . . . .. 
Australian squatters to Nevv z~aland; but Godley 

foresaw tl1a~ there would be a reaction' and that many. 

who hoo:flocked to the diggtngs would be compelled 

to. leave.· Early in ·1851, he wrote to the 

Ass ociati ori, requesting that the rerit of .one 

. hundred acres of pasturage should be reduced from 
. -

20s to ·10s, and that even for squa tte:rs tp.e 
. . . . . . . . 

. . 

occupation ·of P3).storal land should entaiT" t·he right · 

of pre-emption. - He also advised ·the immediate 

·transfer of the.administration of the t.and Fund to 
. . 

the colony,' whether to the· existing. local board. (the · 

·. less desirable aJLternative), or to tlie land purchasers 
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on the spot, who could all -be appointed me~bers of 

· the Association, and empowered to hold the next meeting 

of the Corhmittee of I:Ianageinent in Canterbury its elf. 
. . . 

lh:e members of the Ass cx:ia tf on, hovrnver' refused to .. 

mod.i.fy their instructions. They felt that the.policy· 

· advoc.ated by the Chief ·Agent was opposed to all_ the 

pri-ncipl es on which Canterbury had bee.n founded;· 

it would fill the land with squatters; i't woulq_ prevent 

further sales in· England; and it would d_.estroy the 

· Church of England atmosphere of the ·ccilony. 

Meanwhile the -Agent was bound to impose 
. . . . 

restrictions which he felt to be mischievous; and he 

found his position intolerable. In reply to the plea 

of the.Association that it had no authority to let· 
. . . . . . ' . 

pasturage to others ·than pur·ch.asers · of ·1and, Godley 

pointed· out the provisi_on of_ t_he Act of August 14th, 

which legalised the occupation of un.occupied. land·. 
under•ariy regulation which the Ass·ociation thought 

fit; -and he indicated th.at tre Association had 
. . . 

delegated to him as agent its whole .. authority in 

the matter~ Go.dley's:1inte:rpretation of the powers 

giv·en by the- Act was thus at variance with ·that of· 

the Association, 'but ·:the encouragement which he gave 

to the Stoclr.:..owners undou.bedly saved.the colony . 

. · FinallJT·, his disagreement -~ith the Associaticn on 
. . . 

this vital point 1 ed him. to denounce the whole system: 
. . . . : ... 

of government by the Assooiation in London. 

Reterring to the diffiLculties of his position, he 
. ' . . 

·writ'?s: 11The.simplest action is misconstrued;. 
. . 

hidden motives are most unjustly attribute.d; 
. . 

eve.rything _is looked at the W(Djrst point of view and 
. . 

this not me:rely from jealousy or from irritation or 
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. or from .fancied· miemanagement, but really from : 
.the want of mutual confidence."x Seeing the· . . 

. . . -

impracticability.of the system, he ha.d proposed 

· that eyery ·purchaser of land in t.he: colony should 

· be ipso· facto a membe:;r of the Association. The 

Assoc.ta ti on, he contended, had existed simply to 

_plant a free colony .arid temporarily. to adminiErte:r 
. . 

the land fund. "i thought", he·writes,' ttthat the 

Committee would have. confined· itself to selling 

land, collecting emigrants, and chartering ships, 

and that, all the rest would have been done here." 

In a lorig despatch to Lord- Lyttelton, dated June 

10th, 1851, Godley begs the Cornrnittee to acce1Jt 

: his 11:res ignati on on. general and abstract grounds, 

. and the impossibility of fulfilling satisfactar_ily. 

the.duties of an officer under the s;ia tern to the 

.. fundamental principles of which he was opposed:" 

. As reasons for his dissatisfaction, he. mentioned. 

the numerical excess and _desti tut:i.on of the clergy 

and schoolmasters;. the obJection to altering the 

. pasturage regulations, and the interference of• 

the Association with the civil government of the 
. - . . 

colony. Lord Lyttelton replied to_ Godley, 

requesting h~rn to reconsider his res:ignati on. The 

· recommendations of the Association were to be regarded 

as laying down not intangible rules, but merely the 

· gene:ral principl.es to be followed~. He sugge)sted -that. 

Godley had been too conscientious in interpreting 

his instructions. Though. the Association was 

oppos·ed to the transference of its powers to th~. 

land purchasers in the colony,. it had always 

intended· to resign those powers when a proper· local·· 

x J.R. Godley to L.or·d· Lyttelton, January 27th,1852 .. 



governrre nt for the -Canterbury settlement :s'0-ou~.9-~t~~~! 
be. en realised. :un ti 1 ~uch a government- was : e sta_"bliiflfed~ . 

the Association was bouhd ··by its responsibility to the. 
. . . , . 

· public, . and by the terms. of the Charter, not to abandon 
. . . ' . . . . 

- i t·s functions. · Godley consented to remain,:t~s Ag·ent. 

until the· transference of the powers of the 
. .. 

· Association should take place, ... an· event. the. 

_nec:essi ty of which he repeate_(I.ly urged. . . . . . . 

Ap_art from th~ qonflio·t of principle between 

the Assooiation· and its Agent~ the.1history of 

Cm terbury i .. n the _year 1852 is a record of the· 

. ordinary uneventful progress of a nw colonial 

settlement. The amount of· land under cul ti vat iop., . 
. . . 

the population arid s--tock, increased steadily,_ though 

the non-compl-et~on. of the Lyttelton roaµ: rem~ined 

a hindrance.• The first Canterb.ury newspaper; :·= . . . . . . 

.. THE LYT~ELTON T-IMES, ·was_publish.ed at Lyttelton·o:q. 

· Satturday, January 11th, 1851 .. .On April 24th, ·1852, . 

. . _th~iite of the fi.rst Church iri'can·terbill'y \vas iaid . 
. ~ . . . . . . . 

. at ~yttelton. · In.the·winter of 1851, Governor Gr·ey 

made· an attack. on. the principles o{ the Canterbury 

· settlement· in the Legislative Council. The Governor·, .. 
alarmed by s_ome_ recent proposals_ to.<gran.t an·_~. 

· extension of the .cm terbury block,- attac_ked the whol~ 
.. . . 

enterprise as a 0 new sclierne of taxation·.n . He 
. . . . 

· regarded_ the· hi~h ·price of land in Canterbury a.s · .·· · 

a:n obstacle to the purchase of land ·by .poor sett_lers, · 

and protested against the·- excessive endowment:s made 

for ecclesiastical ·purposes_. . Though Grey ·might 

with some reason ·object- t·o the price of·· Canterbury 

. · land, he was hard-ly justified in ac~usirig the · : 

Associat_i on of discouraging· settlement, ·_merely 

because ·it attempted.-to carry out its. scheme _iri 



. -;, ---

• .!J.,fyt (;_;;• 

accordance with certai:n a.e'.:e"::tn:ttt·~· ideas. In fact, 
: -,:- -- . . 

many labourers· had acquired t~'nd: :i:if Canterbury",_ bu;t 

no on·e was compelled·· to settl~- jiitfe tb,(' :pr''ei:'erenc e 
to ·any. other par~ of New Zl3a1.a.rid. ;• .'.(if1&a.\iMt15 it:o.n a;·fi t 

-:-~----_ 

iniuri'a. t~ 

from the ~nc~pti on of . the sc:h~in~':, Itije: ct:o!oiiis'ts.• 
h·ad· had reasonable ground-::i- ·.for e:xpecti:ng: ~h;-S:'.-6';'cfm:i'.t.~rbury .. 

. WOD:ld soon be made a s epa~ te Provinc.:e. I:n answer/ to: 
· Lo~d tyttelton, who had wr.itten'.,to enquire· 0about·the 

possib1.Iity of ·a ~ epar~ te 'Provi~ciai Governme.nt 

bej_ng gritl°ted to Canterbury, E~rl Grey wro·te on ~y 
. 31st, 1848,·. "I shall be pre.i:ared to instruct· th-e 

. . 

. Governor:- of ·New Zealand to .. re pOJt't to_ me wh ~ther ~he -
. . 

- Distri-ct which may be uitimately se1·ected -for your· -. . . 

settlement can be fo:rmed into a distinct Pr·ovince . 

in· the manner _in which you recornrnerid.1' Th_ese 

instr~ct~ons were _sent to ·Governor Grey; but the 

_; d_eci si on. as to. the limits of the Pro:v,1nc_e via:s l.eft 

·in· the Governor's bands. The Governor was at first . . . 

·unwilling. to ·grant Provincial Government, but as the. 

settlements. in N·ew Zea_lari.~ grew in· size. ~nd impor·tan.ce-, 
. . . . 

this derrarid for local government could no -19:riger be 

. ignored. 'The cons iRnt ·burden of c·oniplaint raised by 
. . . . . . . . 

Ca:rterbury in the years 1851.and-1852 was the.delay 

of the authorities. in granting local ~overnmen't. In 

1851 the Governor himself framed a measure for the . . 

government of New Zealand, which Earl.Grey empodied 

in ·a _biil he was preparing._ to bring iirto. Parliarmn_t. 

The Brovi-ncial Councils ·were to ·be single.:.chamber 
. . . . . . . 

legislatures, and .they were to elect two-thi.rds · 
. . 

of .tlie member_s of the. Upper Chamber of the bi- ·. . 
. . . 

cameral legi~lature·- ~f the colony as a whole _bofuy, 

.. the other third.being nominat.ed by the· Cr'cwn. 
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However, Earl Grey fell frqm office before th~'Bil[? 

could be made law. The new Secretary for the· 

Golon~es, Sir John Pakington, found the _heads of 

the Bill already pre pared, but at. the suggestion· 

of Mr. Fax:, f onner Agent of the New Zealand Company, 

lie· made s<ame · important ·a1 terations. The New

Zealand Constitution Act, which receim: d the Royal 

ABs~nt on June 30th, _1852~ rm,de provision for six 

Pr winces. in New Zealand: Auckland, Taranaki, 

Wellingt©:n, Nelson, Canter.bury; Ota.go, each 
~ . . . 

possessing a: -Provincial El.e•ctive Legislative of 

one chamber, and a Super/intendent nominated 

by the Governor. The Gene_ral Assembly was to 
. . . 

consist of two Houses~ the .·ITTJ rub er s of the tJppe r · 

Home being all nominated by the Governor, and those· 
' . . . 

of the lower House being elected by the voters. 
. .. . . . . 

. . . . 

· The suffrage qualification was the possession of a 

freehold of £50, or of an annual. lease of £10 
-. . . 

in the toWJ?. or £5 in the country~· The Act gave 
; .. -

the New 'zeaiand Government con.tr ol over all the · 

was.te lands of the colony, subject· to the 

liquidation of a debt of £268,000, due t·o the 

New .Zealancl Company, tmd · secured cm the u..11s·old 

_lands· of the colony. The Act was proclairmed in 

New Zealand on .January 1_7th, 1853. 

The Canterbury Association, ih accordance 

with its expressed intention, took steps· for the . 

abandonment of its functions as soon· as an effective· 

loc81. government had been provided for by iaw. 

·A clause had· been inserted into the Constitution· 

Act, permitting the transfer of the powers of the 

Ass0.ciation ·to the Provincial Govemment of 

Cm .. terbury. On July 15th, 1852, the A$socia tion · 
X15 arud 16 Vic.cap.L)lXII. 
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resoJ:vecl to send out Henry Sewell as ifs Agentjtd, 

arrange the traris fer. of tb. e powers and . pr ore· rt i_esI 

of the ·Assbc:i.at ion to. the local Governrne nt, and to< 

· -wind ·up the ·affairs of the Association. Thi~ object 

was fin.ally attained by a Deed dated September 30th, 

1852 .. The preamble mentioned the Charter of 

·1ncor-_i;Toration of I:Jovernl)er 13th~ 1°849: the· powers 
: '• 

over _the disposal. of lands, with which· the. 

Association had been invested; and .the pass-ing cif. the· 

Act sonsti tuting Canterbury a separate Province. 

It then made. pr_ovision for• the trans :fer. ''The 
. - . . 

said Ass·ociation for dive.rs .good causes andr.easciris· ...• 

clo. by these presents sealed with. the- Common Seel, 
. . . 

resolve and d.etern'ii.ne· to' trans fer and dlD; transfer 

to . the Pronincial Counci 1 of· the said Province 

of Canterbury in-m.rndiately aft:er· t·he same sl~11 · 
.· . - . . . . 

. have been con·sti tuted, such _tr2.nsfer_ to take 
. . . 

effect in manner and ·suhject to the provisions 

hereµ,fter mentioned: ALL flinc.tions and 

au thori:ti es v1ha tso ever· in any vvay vest~ d in -the said 

Association by virtue of the said letters· patent . 

and· Acts of Parliament respect_ively ~ .. " In· 

return for the powers, reserves and property of 
. the Association, the ,Province ·alsOl had to accept 

its liabili ti.es of ~ out £20,000. Mr. Sewell, on 

·. his a·rr:i.Lval in Carr.terbury, succeeded in arranging 
. . . . 

this transfer in accordance with· th8l wishes of 

the Association. 

X 

X ·x · 
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Cm terbury had been founded, quantum mutata. 
. \ . . 

HQne million pounds for the chur.ch and school fund, 

one million pounds for the emigration fund.,' and five 

hundred thousand .pounds for miscellaneous purposes"· 

said the pros·pectus of the Association. nTwenty 

thousand pounds deficit 0 , said its modest balance 

sheet. The stable~ hierarcbr~i soc Urty of land.ed 

. gen try, middle classes, .. dutiful and c ontent.ed 

labourers saw many of its labou:r.ers leave,. its_ clergy 

leave, and was glad to ad.mi t Australian squatters 

to save .it from ruin, est,imable men no doubt, but. 

not quite in the picture. Instead of the. 11 twenty 

churches?· twenty parsomages and glebesn, a . 

single ·church ·buiit by subscription: instead of 

the Coilege which was to have been an Eton and Christ: 

Church in one, a wood en room at Lytte lton. It was 

a prospect \vo.ich might well discourage the hopeful 

founders of the. colony. If indeed they could have 

looked into the future, they would have seen some 

of the promises in a measure made good, a . · 

Public School early establish.ed at Christchurch, ~vhose 

graceful casual aspect i~~~t; ~7 st external reminder .. 
. . . .~ ·. . 

of the England they hoped to transplant, and not ·long . 

afterv1ards a University College and Cathedral worthy f 
of the name_. 

'11he im .. rnediate failure, and such the purists 

mus.t have considered it, was due to no obscure cause. 

Tl1e promoters of the Canterbury scheme, \ID o doubtless 
. . 

deserved to be· calJ.e: d, as Gladstone called them, n_the 

glory of our Church and Nation", were not on that 



account· gooct·busin:ess ·men.- Their. calculat1onsi l[~a.l~~ 
the ·c_harm of _·pure ma.thematic~' . b~t the facts in teffei'al: 

. . 

· wi.th them. -The proceeds qf the land;-::sales,. on· which 
. . 

all _depended··, ha.d b.een grossly ·over-estimated, whil·e_ 

in the mo~t critical periodof·the Ass·oc1ation's 

existence the· incompetence of- the Ohairme_n ·of the. · 

Comni ttee of M~ag_emen t nearly wr_~cked · the whol.e p_lan. 
. ~ . . . 

. _ Instead of abounding in wealth from ·the .star·t,_. 
. . . 

·. Canterbury had_ to contend with severe fina-nc.ial ·and. 

ec anomic di:ffic.ulties~ ... The ambitions propo.sals -tor· 

educational_ and ·ecclesiastical establishments we.re· · 
. . 

h~cessarilY aban_doned, though lanu·was re-serv-ed for 

th:e:t.r· future, and, as the:· prqud if ·uninspiring motto X 
. . . . 

of Cm .. terbury University Coll~ge testifies, 1.a.sting 

en.dowment. 
. . 

The· palrticular social tempe;r which it. had been· 

.h~p_ed. to reproduce in Canterbury yieldep. no ·-le·ss than 
• · · CAl4,cu-. :;f-w. · · 

its institutions to the corrosion of H~. That 
. . 

·· :relationship_ of mutual ·confid·ence between a class· 
·... . ~ 

fitted by riatur·e and · 04-J?~m~oe to rule, ··and a c·1ass· 
.. 

disposed to behave lowly and obe~iently to it, had 
. . 

ii ttle chan·c e of. enduring· in a .:ri.ew country mecr.- e th_~. 

lack of· cheap n~~ive l_abour and th.e independent 
. . 

·character of.tl1e settlers, combin$d to make.straight· 

the paths of democ~q,cy·.· .. _The d_isturbances of ·1848, 
. . . 

which had been. the birtl:1-pangs of democracy i'n ~urope, 

were adduced· by th~ four:"ders. of. cante;rbury as a _. ·. 

reason ·for leaving a troubled hemisphere, and· it was • 
. . : . . . . .· 

.an. ironical trick of fate that directed them to a 

place -where democracy was soon. to vi/ear s-o confident a 

x • ·Ergo t_ua ru_ra mane bunt. 



mien .. Men may not change their· mind who .. cross the 

seas, but they often change their manners. So in· 

C~r.terbury_ farm lahourers le:ft for the diggings i~ 

ungratef~l ·forgetfulness of t4e fact ~hat the· 
. . 

· price o'f land had been fixed high largely in ord~r· to 

encourage. them to rerm_ih_ in the~r emplO:YITient.· The 

·tdeal. of· a purely Church settlerrrent -ais o fa;~d .fii: 
in t:tie ·rough ~d tumble of experi en9 e :- Thi$: id.e&i: < ••·•: •··•· 

-had been the mm;t~'.:c;te·e·ply cherished .. of ali,·though·• 

it had been recbgnise·d from t1J,e first _that-it 

could ·never be completely real~ised,'. as is ·shown 

·. by ·the following quotation fr·om a desIB,_tch dated . 

. Octo:ber. __ 1st, 185-0, from the Ass bcia tion to Godley. _ 
. . 

· "They (the Associa.tio~~ therefcoJre do not desire. to. 

establish tl1e Churc_h in the colc~y in a_ position of 

· secular. authority, nor to::igive it the aid of the 

secular arm in enfo_rcing her own_ doctrines. t'o · 
. . 

the exclu$iOn of dissent by forcible means, nor t9 

endow _her ·-with any compulsory provision.-... -... ·All 
. . . 

:"which can be. done in secµring the first foundation 

of the. Church is t 6 ensure as far as c_an· b·e , the · 

Churchmanship of the individuals who will plant i t'-.tt 
Bu.t. the Churchmanship of - the individuals who came

·fr€l:m the Australian diggings? Woulg/J) Dr. Pusey,. 

would·Dr.· Arnold even, in all cas_.es have app:irnved of· 
. t? l. • . 

- On ·Decerribe:r 18th, .1852; -a farewell bieakfast. 

was- given to ~ohn Robert Godley, four -days before ·he_· 

left. Can t~rbury for England. With his me.-rnory 

resting on th_e grand schemes -of five· years before; and·.· 
. . . . . 

his eyes o'n the •1i t_tle wo·oden town by th_e flax,t-,.<1~. · 

river, he woula. confes_s, ·one would suppose, 'that 



51. 

· there had. been a great ado over 1tery little. He:· said::; 

11 :UJJking back o:ri ou.:i: enter:J,)ris_e as .a 'ivhole~ not dwel

ling on this or ·that d.etail, not ind.ulgin6 in the plairi.t-• 

ive truism that.we ini6ht have done it better if we had had 

more ex:perie.nce-- but looking on Lt., I say, as a whole, 

I am pre.J:)ared. to ,maintain not only that it was a gre?,t 

and noble enter2rise, but that it has been successfully 
I 

dariied out. n It is im,f)ossible to think. of Godley, even 

on so moving e,nd 0011.vi vial an occasion, sayin6 what he. 

, did not believe to be true·,. so tha.t we must .assume these 

words to have expressed-his del'iberate judgment. It 'was a 

judgment which may have seemed bold at the time~ but 

which wa,s borne out by the part .f)layed in the following .. 

decades 1b~ the youngest settlement in·the .flolitical, 

economic and. cultural life of 15few Zealand. 

Farewell speech· of .J .H. <lodley to the Canter·bury Colonists. 

Lyttleton Times, December 19th, rn52 0 
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