In and beyond the classroom

An evaluation of tools for language teaching and learning

Context

Te reo Maori, the indigenous language of ="
Aotearoa New Zealand, has become an endangeféd
language since British colonisation. Slow progress
with recent revitalisation initiatives has been
attributed, in part, to negative attitudes and
monolingual (English-only) mind-sets
prevalent across New Zealand society.

This research examines students’ perceptions of the
effectiveness of tools used in a blended delivery teacher
education course which takes students beyond the
constraints of traditional lecture-type delivery, both
physically and virtually, through the integration of a range of
experiential and digitally mediated tools.

B

Research Questions

1. Which tools helped students increase their personal
proficiency in Maori language and culture?

2. Which tools helped increase students’ confidence and
competence to teach Maori language and culture?

3. Which tools help increase motivation and engagement?

4. Which tools helped address resistance to ‘things Maori’?

The Study

- Five-part online survey four weeks after the course.
- Quantitative and qualitative data.
- Response rate 64% (n = 83)
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The Tools

wl_ﬁ_LLECTURES One hour, one per week for on-
# campus students. Videoed for distance students.

FORUMS: For questions and discussion about
course content and assighnments.

=  AKONA TE REO: Website with study modules to
4 support learning of Maori language and culture.

)  PATAKA REO: A repository for plans and resources
@ to support teaching and learning te reo Maori.

@ LANGUAGE PERFECT: A commercial web-based
(

vocabulary learning programme.

An online learning management

T - MOODLE:
*r] system; used as a repository and conduit for

other facets of the course (called Learn at UC).
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Findings

Language Perfect and the Noho Marae were perceived by
students to be the most helpful tools for increasing their
personal competence with Maori language and culture, and
also for increasing their confidence and teaching readiness.
The ease of use, self-paced nature, immediate feedback, and
competitive aspects of Language Perfect increased students’
motivation, and its ‘addictive’ nature resulted in additional
engagement. The Noho Marae contributed strongly to
attitudinal changes and was strongly influential in addressing
many students’ resistance to learning te reo Maori.

Impact of the Study

Changes made as a result of this study have further
enhanced the learning experiences and outcomes for
students in subsequent iterations of the course.

Adele Scott
ajscott@inspire.net.nz

UNIVERSITY OF
CANTERBURY

Te Whare Wananga o Waitaha
CHRISTCHURCH NEW ZEALAND


http://images.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f8/Flag_and_map_of_New_Zealand.png&imgrefurl=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:Flag_and_map_of_New_Zealand.png&h=585&w=414&sz=19&hl=en&start=129&um=1&tbnid=HLQlekl5ajMbhM:&tbnh=135&tbnw=96&prev=/images?q="New+Zealand"+map&start=120&ndsp=20&um=1&hl=en&sa=N

