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New Zealand Articulation Test 
Administration Guidelines 

  

Administer the test in a well lit, ventilated room away from distractions.  You will need a desk 

and two suitably sized chairs.  Seat the child on your left and lay the test on the desk in front of 

the child.  Talk to the child for a while to make sure they feel comfortable with you and the 

testing process.    This test takes between 3-15 minutes to administer, depending on the age and 

abilities of the child.   

  

Administering Consonant, Blend, Vowel and Multisyllabic Sections 

 

Show the child the first page and say: “Tell me what these pictures are called.  Sometimes I 

might ask you to say the word again, if I didn’t hear it. Start from here” (point to first picture). 

  

Follow this hierarchy of prompts, if the child fails to name the picture with the target word 

spontaneously.   

• Some of the words have a verbal cue already printed under the picture, read this out loud, if 

they need a cue. 

• Point to the specific part of the picture e.g. the smoke / straw.  Prompt with “what’s this part 

here?” 

• Use a semantic cue e.g. “you have it for lunch” (yoghurt). 

• Use a sentence completion cue e.g. “it’s a green…” (bottle). 

  

Do not use forced choice questions e.g. “is it van or car?” 

Do not use phonemic cues e.g. “it starts with /w/”or “it’s a ssss…” 

  

If the child still is unable to name the picture correctly, use the following imitation cue: 

•  Name the picture with the target word.   

• Say an intervening sentence without the target word in it.   

• Reprompt for target word. 

  

For example, 

“It’s a hammer. You bang in nails with it.  What is it?” 

  

Do not use imitation, unless you have prompted several times without success. 

 

Special instructions: 

 

If the child misses a word out entirely, reprompt for it at the end of the page. 

  

If the child says an alternative name for a picture, which still contains the target phoneme, check 

the word is listed as a valid alternative in the word list.  Words with acceptable alternatives are 

pen / pencil, key / keys, lamp / light, spray / spraying, scratch / scratching.  If what the child said 

is not listed, continue prompting to elicit the actual target word.   

 

  

 



  

If a child uses a multisyllabic or compound word to describe a picture, prompt for the 

short  word by saying the first part of the word for them, e..g.  “spider…” (web).  

Watch out for this on the following words:  spider web, basket ball, wine bottle, 

hamburger, chocolate yoghurt, hairbrush, jigsaw puzzle, sunshine, choo choo train, 

car keys, magician, television, fly spray.  

 

Procedure for progressing through the test 

Sections of the NZAT may be administered in any order or combination as deemed 

necessary by clinical judgement.   

 

Scoring 

  

Use a dot ● to mark in correct use of the target phoneme for each word.   

If the child uses another phoneme, use the International Phonetic Alphabet (below) to 

transcribe their response.   

Use Ø to mark omission of sounds.   

If a child has inconsistent errors, note all the errors in the appropriate boxes as you go 

through the test.   

 

Please note /r/ is the symbol commonly used in New Zealand for an alveolar 
approximant, not // as shown on the chart.  If a child does trill an /r/, note this in 

writing in the comments section on the form. 

 

 

 

The IPA chart was developed by the Department of Linguistics, University of Victoria, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada. 



Whole word transcription: 

Some children’s productions of sounds vary from one attempt to the next and between 

phonemic contexts.  In such cases, whole word transcription of each test item can be 

completed using the NZAT Transcription Record form provided.  This will allow for a 

phonological process analysis at the clinician’s discretion.   

 

Administering the discussion picture subtest: 

Show the child the picture and say “tell me all about what you see”.  Use minimal 

encouragers to keep the child talking about the picture for as long as possible e.g. 

“mmm”, “oh yes” etc.  If the child is reluctant to speak, make comments about the 

picture and then ask an open question e.g. “Look at the whale!  He’s squirting the sun 

with water! Tell me about the spider.”  As the child speaks, note sounds in error in the 

“Discussion  Picture” comments section.  If there are multiple errors noted in the 

consonant and blends subtests, tape record the child’s speech sample from the 

discussion picture, and transcribe it in full. 

  

Stimulability testing 

Ask the child to watch and listen carefully as you correctly produce sounds 

misarticulated by the child.  The child then tries to imitate the sound as modelled.  If 

the examinee is successful at producing the sound after you in isolation, proceed to a 

syllable, then a word.  Note the sound and position being tested in the stimulability 

section on the score form.  Test stimulability for all sounds in error if the child’s 

attention allows. 
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NZAT Word List 
Consonant assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Blend assessment 

 

 

 

 
Vowel assessment 

 

 

 
Multisyllabic word assessment 

 

pencil, pen apple cup 

ball table web 

tap bottle boat 
door ladder bed 

key, keys circle bike 

girl burger pig 

fish dolphin leaf 
van t.v. glove 

mouse hammer worm 

knife money train 

lamp, light toilet   
hat     
sun whistle house 

zip puzzle cheese 

shoe fishing brush 

chair watching witch 

jam, jar magic fridge 

thumb nothing bath 

there feather   
rabbit carrot   
wheel     

yoghurt     
  singing   ring 

present bread frog 

truck drum crab 

green blue plane 

clown glasses flower 
slide swing smoke 

snail spider school 
star spray, spraying straw 

scratch, scratching square   

bee car saw 

food bird egg 

pig mug, cup pot 
man book train 

kite cow boat 
boy ear   

sausages gorilla animals 

Pacific motorbike umbrella 

washing machine caterpillar calculator 
Australia helicopter tyrannosaurus rex 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 spider… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 basket… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consonant Assessment 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a ham… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

not a boy, it’s a… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What shape is this? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A wiggly… 
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What are they doing? 
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hair… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

She’s gone… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The mouse eats the… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The door is over… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s in an empty 

box? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He’s doing… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are they doing? 
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aero… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What colour is this? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blend Assessment 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What shape is this? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s he doing? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drink through a… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

She’s using fly… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They are at… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vowel Assessment 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Multisyllabic Word Assessment 




