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PREFACE.:

A History of the Presbykerian Church of Canterbury has not
hitherto been attempted, except for three chapters on the Early
Days in Christchurch, North Canterbury and South Canterbury, in
the Rev. J, Dlckson's book, The History of the New Zealand
Presbyterian Church, whlch was published in 1899. dJubilee
booklets of St. Andrew's ané Ste Paults give brief outlines of
the story of thelr developmentj; but otherwise the ground
broken in. this resesrch has been qulte new,

Most of the information gained has come from the Presby-
tery Minute Books and my deep iratitude is due to the Rev. W.H.
Howes of Rangiora, the Presbytery Clerk, both Iin putting at my
disposal any Presbytery records he had, and in iending me the
Minute Books as I needed them. During 1864 - 1868, hardly any
of the minutes are signed, and many meetinga are out of order,

Then during 1868 = 1872, there are no records at all, and here

~again I was helped by Mr. Howes who put at my &isposal a list

S Presbytery meetings.

/go
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HONATRE

of the dates of "The Lyttelton Times" containing reports of the
His own rscords of the Presbytery meetings
are beautifully clear and everything 1is indexed, a fact which

greatly facilitated my work on the last seven or eilght years.



For further information I have had to rely mostly on
personal reminiscences, and here again all those I have ap-
proached have been only too willing to do all they could to
help me, slther in telling me what they themselves remembered,
in putting me on the trail of others who could give me in=
forma*ion, or in lending me photographs to be copled. I would
like to thank especlally the Rev. R. Erwin D.D. who went to great
trouble to write for me detalled information about the Rev. W.
Campvell, Dr. Elmslie, the Rev. G. Webster, and others whom he
knew personally durling his long ministfy at Knox Church: also
the Rev. J.H. McKenzie, Clerk of the Assembly, who, being on the
Union Committee with the Rev. G. Webster as Convener, was able to
tell me of Mr, Webster's work in that directlon: and all
others who have helped me either by verbal or written
reminiscences of past days,

I am further indebted to the following for thebfree use
of books, Rev. N.L.D, Webster ol St. Andrew's, Rev. J. Paterson,
late of St., Paul's, Rev. W.T. Todd and Rev. J. Dickson.

During the last weekeond, October 18th = 20th, the
Christechurch Presbytery has been celebrating its Dlamond
Jubilee, mést of the meetings being held at St. Andrcw's, the
mother=chitrch of Presbyterianisﬁi@in Canterbury. On the Sunday,
several former ministers took tho sorvices in their old

charges, the Rev, J.H, McKenzie at Lyttelton, the Rev. W. Gow at



‘Kaiapoi, the Rev., D.D. Rodgers at Cust, the Rev. W, Scorgie\at St.
Peterts and Dr, Rutherford Waddell at Lincoln and Prebbleton.

It has been a time o7 great rejolecing and with it has come the
realisation that out of very small beginnings can come a strong

and virile church.

15th October 1924.
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Chapter 1. SEED.

"Presbyterianism - a deslgnation derived from the Greek word
1795<?8\ftég:?g council o Presbyters) e applies primarily to a
form of Church politys: but in its ordinary acceptation it has a
wider range and embraces the doctrine, diseipline, worship, laws
and usages of the Churches c¢lassed undsr the designation of Pres-
byterian.”l So the Rev. James Cameron D.D. introduces the chapter
on "Presbyterianism: 1ts fundamental principles” in his Centenary
History 6f the Presbyterian Church éf New South Wales, This
polity or system of government has for its source the early
Christian Church ag foundsd by the aposties, accountsof whlch
are given us In the New Testament. Its head 1s Jesﬁs Christ, 1ts
authority, the New Testament. The Rev. D, Macrae’Stewart states,
"Presbyterianism begins with the cardinal implication that there
1s a Graclous Divine Presence in the midst of the Church: it is
through the indwelling cf the Holy Spirit that a Chrlstian Society
becomes a living, woving, growing organism. The company of the
beijeVe?s make the Body, through which the Life.of Christ 1is
medlated and brought into redomptive relatlionship with men and
nations., No Church exists where the Life-glving Spirit is not

present; that is a true spiritual soclety which shows the

1. Cameron: Centenary History of the Presbyterian Church of
New South Wales. Page 200,

2. D.Macras Stewart: The Presbyterian Church of Victoria.
Page 104.



evidences of communion with the unseen. Even if other things
jndicated in the New Testament are wanting, there 1s a Church
wherever the fruits of the spirlt are found."
The Presbyterian Church has always stood, and still stands,
for two great social princ%ples (a) the equality of mdﬁ, (b) the
right of self-government. } All through the ages these have been
her two ideals, and it 1s noteworthy to mark the place Présby-
terianism has taken in those younger countries where a democratic
government has held sway. "Bhe does not believe in a Church
without a people any more than in a people without a Church."4
She has sought to work amongst all classes of people from the
lowest to the hipghest, and to thls purpose her ministers have
beeﬁ thoroushly imbued with the truth, and well educated, that
they might intelligently expound and Interpret Christ's teaching.
"There 1s no other Church in Christendom vhich so fully
deserves the anclent and besautiful designation of Cathollc a3 the
beloved Church of our fathers., It is Catholic In doctrine, in
discipline, and in diffusion" ° says the Rev. Gray Dixon. And
this is not going too far, because her lovalty to Jesus Christ
makes her of uss to all men, alleembracing, of wide sympathies,
broad-minded, tolerant, which are the meanings glven for
"Catholie", Presbyterians hold that their form of worship 1s the
3. The part played by Calvinism in shaping the political thought
and Institutlons of rising democracies in the 16th and 17th
centuries 1§ familiar to students of Political Thought.

4. Dicksont The History of the Presbyterian Church of New
Zealand., Page 7.

5. Gray Dixon: The Romance of the Catholic Presbvyterian Church.
Pages 9 and 10..
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one set out in the New Testament: but because of that they do
not refuse the name of Christlian to those who think differently
from them, They deny thelr sacraments to no one who acknowledges
a love of and falth in Jesus Christ. The work of the Presbye
terian Church, also, is Cathollc: education, soclal work, and
mission efforts., It 1s said to be one of the glorlies of the
Presbyterian Church that her missionaries may be found in almost
all lands. In comparing tﬁ; funds of the wvarlious denominations,
Canon Robertson has shown "that the Presbyterian Church is the
most generous of all the Churches, and the average stipend pald
to it ministers and missionaries higher than that paid by

other churches.” ’

The distinctlve fundamental principles may, perhaps, be
best studied under the heads of (1) doctrine, (2) government,
and (3) worship.

Doctrine: The Presbyterian doctrine is Catholic, "In
order to show that after he had broken from Rome he neverless
had not deserted the Catholic Churoh of Christ, Luther took the
Apostles! Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the Athanasian Cresd =
the three Cathollic or Ecumenical Creeds of Christendom - and
published them as his Confession of Faith," ! Our pressnt Cone
fession of Faith was glven its form in 1647 by the VWestminster
divines, an assembly of a hundred and rifty-seven divines, only
ksix of whom came from Scotland, the rest being English commoners
lords and clericals, Thils Confession of Faith recognises the

6. Dicksons Page 12,
7. Gray Dixon: Page 10.
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guthority of the Bible and lays emphasls on jusﬁification by
faith. '"Dean Stanley, in the last letter he wrote, acknowledged
that the Confession of Faith excels all other creeds in (a) 'the
warmth with which it sets forth;the beauty and human tenderness
of Christs (b) the fresdom of the human will, 1t being the only
great creed which ewmphaslises that'. This from an outslder is
strong praise, and very timely in a restless age when some
within the pale of the Church sesk to disparage that historic
document, A creed is only a light=holderj to declaim against

it 1s to act like the savapge who, walking through the streets

of London at night, complained that the lampe=posts were an ob=
structlon to traffic,” ?

Government: This is perhaps the most distinctiva fsature

of the Presbyterian Church, It is governed by a gradation of
courts from the Kirk Sesslion, over which 1s the Presbytery and
the Synod, to the General Assembly. Each congregation chooses
its own office=bsarers, of which there are two kinds presbyters
or elders, and deacons or managers., "Presbyters or Elders are
divlded into two classes. To the one 13 assigned the work of
teaching and ministering in word and sacrament as well as of
bearing rule over the Church: to the other = the Ruling Blder =
1s given the high duty of taking part in the government and
discipline of Christ's House." ‘ The teaching and ruling elder
has each the same right to rule and the same votling power. The

8. Dickson: Page 7.
"9« D. Macrae Stewart: Page 105.



teaching elders are most commonly called ministers, but they
nave various names. "The reasons why different titles are ase
gimed to the same office, as stated by older FPresbyterians

may not be historically accurate, but they are perhaps as near
the truth as any other, and they are helpful., 'Pastors, bishops
and ministers are they who are appolinted to particular con-
gregatiohs; in resapect whereof sometimes called pastors, because
they feed thelr congregations; sometinmes biﬂheps, because they
wateh over thelr flocks; sometimes minlsters, because of their
servicey somebimes, also, presbyters or seniors, for thelr
gravity of mamners which they ought and are supposed to have!.” +0
The ruling elders form the Kirk Session to whom is entrusted
the’spiritual government of tha Church.

Besldes the elders are the deacons or manégerﬂ, also chosen
by the congregations, to manage the business affairs of the
Church.

Each minlster and one elder represent each church in the
Pregbyterys and from there, representatives of both kinds are
sent to the General Assewmbly. Thus all through, Presbyterian
government 1ls representative and democratioc.

Worship: The Presbyterian form of worship consists of (a)
pralse, (b) praver, (c¢) expounding and preaching of the Divine
Word, (d) and the reverent observance of the Sacraments of
Beptism and the Lord's Supper. "Its predominant feature is

10. Rev, James Chisholm: "Fifty Years Syne." (History of
Otago Presbyterlan Church.) Page 235,
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11
1ts simplicity, and the absence of ritualistic symbolism.”

As regards Baptlism, if parents acknowledge thelr f%&h, thelir
children are baptised and are regarded as constituent members
of the Church, Infant baptism is the more general form, but
adult baptism is administered on confession of faith 1f the
person concerned has not been baptised before.

The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is dispensed more or
less frequently according to the arrangement of the Kirk
Session. "Wnhile rejecting both Transubstantiation and Con-
substantiation, Presbyterians belleve in the 'real presence'
in the Communion of Him Who instituted the Feast - a spiritual
presencs realised in the hearts of believers through the unctioh

12
of the Holy One."

11. Rev, James Cameron: Page 202.
12. Rev, James Cameron: Page 202.



Chapter 11, ROOT.

As many of the colonists who first came to New Zealand
came from Scotland, and as these were the founders of Presby-
terianism in New Zealand, 1t 1ls only‘riéht to trace brlefly the
history of the Presbyterian Church in Scotland, to show that
the features of that Church in New Zealand to=day, are really
only out=growths of the characteristics displayed by the
Secottish Church In its strug;le for freedom. Those maln
features may be classified as followsie
(1) democratic government;

(11) loyal support of principles;
(111)attention to education:

(1V) spiritual independence and sturdiness; and
(v) léve of freedom and rellgious liberty.

The Reformation had a great influence on Scotland. Up
till‘thsn, the Church of Rome had relgned supféme therse; but
now the Reforma'ion brought reform. "The Presbyterian Church
1s tha Catholle Church reformed, as the Roman Church is the
Catholic Church unreformed: and reformed means restored to the
original Apostolie ani Seriptural type, which 1s the purse
Catholic type," ! Just exactly the differsence the Reformation
made in Scotland can be gauged from the following qu;tation.

LiAw]

from the anthropological point of view it is quite correct.

1. Rev. Gray Dixon: Page 9.



to speak of the Reformation as destroying the whole system of
sacerdotal mediatorship, and bringing man as man face to face
with God."
Knox, inspired and taught by Calvln, was the moving spirit

of this change, and 1t was he who set the foundation of a
church to be governed in the Presoyberlian way, that is
democratically, by ministers, elders, and deacons. Thus, the
marked feature of the Presbyterian Church in New Zealand today,
its democracy, 1la, after all, only an echo of that cry for
demooracy which was led by Knox in his denunciatlon of the
tyranny of the Church of Rome almost four hundred years ago.

~Knox's work wés carried on later by Andrew Melville, who
was also inbtimately comnected with Ceneva and Calvin's teaching.
The system of asssmbly, Synod, and presbytery was flrmly ese
tablished: but outslde opposition now appeared with James 1,
Charles 1 and Laud, Melville in an interview with James V1 of
Scotland, of 1 of England, 1s reported to have said, "I must
tell you, there are two Kings and two Kingdoms in Scotland;
there 1s King Jamss, the head of this Commonwealth, and there
18 Christ Jesus, the King of the Church, Whose subject James V1
is, and of Whose Kingdom he is not a king, nor a head, but a
member, We will yield to you your place, and glve you all due
obedience; but again I say, you are not the Hoad of the Church.
You cannot give us that eternal 1life which we seek for even in

3
this world, and you cannot deprive us of it." But James 1

2. Hector Macpherson: "The Intellectual Development of
Scotland,." Page 18.
S5« TRev. Gray Dixon: Paze 102.



9.

woent étraight ahead, forcing on the Scottish Church kneeling

at C§mmuﬁion and the obssrvance of certain holy days. On top
of this, in Charles i‘s relgn, came Laud with his Dook of
Common Praver. The Presbyterians banded together, signed a
covenart, and a fifty years' strug;le was begun against
"PoperyAand Prelacy". Four hundred falthful ministers were
elected from thelr churches, but they carried on thelr work
amongst the hills and iIn hiding when actual rebkelllon broke

out all over Scotland. The story of the Covenanters shows
another feature, the faithful adherence of the Presbybtsrians to
their principles. A}sc, it is to the time of Knox and Melville
that we po back to get to the orlgin of the great attentlon
Presbyterians have always pald to education., Scotland has
always stood for an educated clergy and an educated peoplsy

and it 1s thenee, that the New Zealand Proshyterians derived thelir
ldeas on educatlon.,

With the revolution of 1689 came a new era to Scotland.
Britain's new king was a Dutchman, a fellow Presbybterian. As
far as possible the depnsed ministers were reinstated. DBut
now came & time of intermal gissenaion. Dreaks began to arise
in time of peace where, in tiwe of war, there had been unity,
and the Church of Scotland became divided., However, it is
Interesting to note what Lord Balfour of Burleilgh says about
thess separations. "It 1s charactoristic that the cause of
that schism has been neither doctrine nor administration, but

the assertion of the rights of the people and of the Church



lO.
4
as agalnst the patron and the State." The cause of the first
prupture was the questlon of whether the people had the right
to chooss thelr own ministers., Erskine, the leader of the
qgaceders has said? "'The call of the Church lies in the fres
choice and election of the Christian people. The promise of
conduct and counsel in the cholce of men tha%t are to build, is
not made to patrons, heritors, or any other set of men, but to
the Church, the body of Christ Ho whom apostles, prophets,
' 5

evangelists, pastors and teachers, are glven.'" The law of
Patronage had long been & source of dlscontent and in 1733
came the final breakx and the Seceders left the Church in a body,
They at once formed a Presbytery, and soon fqund that thelr
actlion was upheld by supporters in all districts who loocked on
them as the champions of the rlghts of the peoplse.

Thus comes the spliritual independence and sturdlness seen
In the Prssbyterian Church in New Zsealand, where Presbyterlans
have shown that initiztive by which they can form & church
without waiting for a speclal person to gulde and organise their
el forts.

Abount 1743, there appeared the Relief Church in Scotland,
4. Lord Balfour of Burlelgh: "The Rise and Dsvelopment of

Presbyterianism in Scotland." Page 118.

5, Ryley and MeCandlishs "dootlandts Free Church." Page 206,
6. '"That 1s, the right of csrtain civil authorities, such as
the‘lord of the manor in a parish, or the Crown, to present or
nominate a minister for the parish. By this act 'the British
Lezlslature,! to quote the words of Macaulay 'violated the ;
Articles of Union, and made a change in the constitution of the.

Church of Scotland. From that change has flowed almost all the
dissent now exlsting in Scotland." Gray Dixon: Page 117.
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founded by Thomas Gillespie, to find relief from the Law of
patronage by forming congregations of thelr own. There were
glight differences between thls Relief Church and the Secession
Church, but they both grew and became more and more broade
minded till, in 1789, "The Seceders and their brethern of the
Ralief boldly proclaimed the doctrine of Voluntarylsm = that

no Church should be established or endowsd by the law of the
land, and that all rellglous bodles should bé supported only by
the fres=will offerings of their members," ! Thus again we
beshold the dharacteristic‘spifitual lndependence of the
Scottish Presbyterian.

In 1843, came another break in Scotland. The éaneral
asse&bly passed a Veto Act on the Law of Patronage. It also
supported a more comprehensive scheme of Church extension,

These measures were ably championed by Thomas Chalmers, but
Parliament would not allow them., Thus followed the Disruption
wvhen all those favouring these two measures, led by Chalmers,
broke away from the State Church and estaplished the I'ree Chﬁrch
of Scotland, parent of the first New Zealand Presbyterian Church
settlement, Thils incident accounts for the New Zealand Prese
byterian's characteriatic love of freedom and religious liberty,
With such a heritage and such foundation layers, surely the

fresbyterian Church in New Zealand should flourish and grow

strong!

7. Rev. J.R. Fleming: "The Burning Bush." Page 112,
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Chapter 111, SHOOT .

New Zealand was first discovered by Tasman, when he
sighted Westland on Decembsr 13th, 1642, He salled north,
round the north-west end of the South Island, and it was here
that the tragedy occurred which’sent him away with & very une
favourable oplnion of the new land he had found. A party of
his erew, who had landed on Waramanga Beach, were suddenly
asgailed by some Maorls and killed. Tasman named the bay
Massacre Bay, but the name has slince then been changed to
Goldén Bay.,

For over a hundred years New Zealand was left entirely
alone by Europeans, ti1ll in 1769 Cook re=discovered 1t, He
made several visits to the Islands, his last being in 1777,
But even then, and for many years after, New Zealand was not
wanted by England, the memory of the loss of the American'
colonles being too fresh in the minds of Englishmen. For the
next sixty years practlcally, "the country was a verltanle no
man's land", the white settlement being "sporadic, unorganised
and totally unauthorissd."l For the most part, the only people
who were &ttracted to New Zealand were whalers and sealers and
these seemed to be the worst types of Europeans. "By the

second decade of the nineteenth century, & period of lawlessness

1. Shrimpton & Mulgan: "A History of New Zealand.," Page 27.
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had set in at the Bay, where a heterogeneous assemblage of the
coarsest types of whites numbering several hundradsglived, |
without law or even the pretence of a government."

About 1814, Rev. Samuel Marsden came to New Zealand, and
under the authority of the Church Missionary Soclety extablished
a Mission, The first Christlian Missionary service held, was
coalebrated at Oihi; Bay of Islands, on Christmas Day 1814,
After Marsden had shown the way, several mlissionaries ree
presenting Anglican, Wesleyan and Roman Catholic Churches, came
to New Zealand and worked in various parts., About this time
too, several attemnpts were made at systematlic settlement; but
none- of these were very suécessful. It was not till 184€@ that
Brltish sovereignty was proclaimed and the Treaty of Waltangl
made, and six months later New Zealand was created a separate
colony.

About this time in Scotland, the trouble was growing which
ultimately culminated In the Disruption, as we saw in the
previous chapter. Scotsmen were finding trade depressed, also
"In Paisley and Glasgow and many other places one=fourth of the
population was sald to be unemployed." ° And so the Presby-
terians in Glasgow declded to send out a Scotch colony to New
Zealand., This band of men left Scotland on the 31lst October
1839, by the "Bengal Merchant" and after a long voyage, reached
D'Urville Island, west of Cook's Strait, on the 10th February
1840. "The origin of Presbyterianism, therefore, in New

2. Shrimpton & Mulgan: Pace 29.
3. Rev, John Dickson: Page 18,
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1s in keeping with its historlc character. It gained a footing
at the founda‘ion of tﬁe Colony, and has grown up with the
countrv's national life,” :

The first Sabbath service was held én the beach near the
place where Petone now stands. It was conducted by the Rev.
John Macfarlane who had come out to be minister for the new
settlement, There they pitched their tents and bullt thelr
huts but after trylng experiences of fire, earthquake, famlne
and flood, they moved thelr settlement to the head of the
harbour, where Wellington now stands, Mr. Dickson says, "With
one consent the foundation of what proved to be the metropolis
of New Zealand was lald at the head of the Bay by the running
up of houses of wattle and daub".

It was from this settlement that the first Presbyterlans
came to the district that was afterwards tobe known as
Canterbury. With the "Bengai Merchant" had come out a family
of Hays, and in a later boat a Captain Sinclalr, Both familes
soon became dissatiasfled with the prospect of obtaining suitable
land round Wellington; so Captain Sinclair built a schooner
in which Mr, Hay became part owner and they started out to exe
bplore the South Island. They called at Port Cooper (Lyttelton
Harbour), but "seem to have overlooked the possibilities of the
site later chosen for Christchurch." ° They sailed on south to
Otago, but in the end decided to fix their home at Plgeon Bay,

4. Rev., John Dickson: Page 24.
5. Encyclopedia of New Zealand. Volume 111 Canterbury. Page 5.
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Ranks Peninsula. B;jgame they arrived back in Wellington,
Messrs. W, and J. Deans had experlienced the same troubie as
regards lan? as Mr. Hay hads so they also transferred thelr land
1icenses to the South Island, They then asked Messrs. Hay and
Sinclair to convey them to Pgrt Cooper. So together with the
familles of the Mansons and the (Gebbles, the party set out in
1843 to make & new settlement In Canterbury. The Deans settled
on the Canbterbury plains on the banks of a stream, the Maori
name of which was "Otakaro". Thev changed its name to "Avon"
after the Avon of Lanarkshire, a stream which ran through their
grandfather's property. They called the district they settled
"Riccarton", the name of thelr native parish in Ayrshire., The
Gebbles gnd Mansons remained with the Deans for two yearsj but
in 1845 they left Rlccarton and took up land near Lake
Ellesmere, at Teddington.

When Messrs, Hay and Sinclalr returned to Wellington, they
made all the nscessary preparations for conveying their
families to the South Island, to Pigeon Bay. In less than a
month's time they set out with all their belongings. "They
carried with them as part cargé all their stock,; consisting of
two cows, one calf, a few goats, and some fowls. Cows in those

days, there beln: few as yet imported, were costly animals

&

£70 - and even £90 - being the price paid for them in Wellington'.

Up till this time the only white settlers in Canterbury

had been a few shore whalers and runéway sallors who had

8. The Late Mrs, T.O, Hay: '"Annandale". Page 68.
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established rendezvous at a few places on the coast, During
the thirties, rhere had been two attempts by a Sydney firm to
plant colonies on the plains, but both had falled; and so it
was these filve Presbyterlan families who can justly claim the
honour of being the first psrmanent settlers on what was
shortly to become part of the Canterbury Qlock.

Concerning Canterbury at this time, William Pember Reeves
writes, "When the colonists came to tho east coast, they found
plains and dales which were open, grassey, almoéb trealessa
Easy of access, and for the most part fertile, they were an
jdeal country for that unaesthetic person; the practical
settler., Flocks and herds might roam amongst the pale tussock
grass of the slopes and bottoms without fear either of man,
beast, elimate or poisonous plant." ’

In sﬁite of these high credentials, the early settlers
had to put up with many difficultlies and hardships, The
Maoris, though not openly hostile, worried the settlers wlth
thelr petty quarrelling. Then, for a while, there was the
"bushranglng scare", when one family was stuck up by "Blue=
. Cap" and his gang. Other attacks were expected from this gang,
but too strict a watch was kept, for further trouble., In 1846,
they were very nearly starved out; but they managed to struggle
on till they had fifmly establishad themselves,

They were not in the same advantageous position as the

Wellington Settlement as regards ministration. Thelr homes

7o William Pember Reeves: "The Long %hite Cloud." Page 15.
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woere scabtered, and seven and a half years were to elapse
before they were to have & minister of theif own. "The little
community ee=--= began to long for & pastor. The Settlement
was occasionally visited by the Roman Catholic prieét who had
charge of the French settlers at Akaroa, and the late Bishop
Selwyn sometimes visited the Settlement on his missionary
tours." ° |

Let me take one incildent (from Mf. Hay's "Earliest Canterbury'
to show how unsatlisfactory this state of affairs was. One time
Bishop Selwyn happened to %isit Pigeon Bay when Mr. Hay was
away. He notlced a little glrl running about, and offered
to baptise her. "To this my mother, while thanking him,
~made some demur, she being a Presbyterian and not quite clear
on the doctrinal polints which differentiated her creed from:
that of the Anglican."9 The Bishop, however, told Mrs., Hay that
the chlld incurred great danger spiritually 1f she should die
unbaptised, But the longer the Bishop argued, the stronger
became Mrs, Hay's objection "to such doctrines", and when Mr, Hay
returned, he found hér quite worried, "It was typical of both
'sldes of the question, showlng the absolutism of Church rule,
as well asthe rigidity of Scottish dissenting views." 1?

In 1848, the hopes o! these lonely dwellers on the fringe
of the plains were ralsed by the news that another Scottish

8, Mrs.lgeans, Seniors New Zealand Country Journal. November
82,

9« Mrg, James Hay: '"Earliest Canterbury". Page 203.
10, Mrs, T.0, Hay: Page 122.
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settlement was being prepared, and that Governor Fitzrby had
set aside Port Cooper (afterwards Lyttelton) for them. They
looked forward with joy to the increase of thelr settlement by
fellow-countrymen but they were doomed to disappointmeﬁt. The
aspect of Lyttelton proved unwelcome to the explorer Tuckett,
gent to report on the region. The plains seemed 1inaccessible,
ghut off by the Port Hills, Even the route from the Ninety-
Mile Beach, via the Kaltuna District and Lake Ellesmere to
Riccarton was uninviting owlng to the fact that the country was
then water-logged and traversed only with difficulty. A home
for the new colonists was chosen further south, where Dunedin
now 1s, and thers they founded the Otago Settlement, soon to
become Tor several years after the discovery of gold there, the
most‘important settlement in New Zsaland.

Meanvwhlle the Ganterbury settlers were left without thelr
longed=for minister and school=teacher. Even after the advent
of the Canterbury Pllgrims in December 1850, they had to rely
on missionaries of other denominations,

However on hils way to Wellington, "On Saturday evening
29th October, 1853, the Rev. John Molr crossed the Port Hills
and on the following day conducted divine service in the new
settlement of Christchurch and baptised a number of children,
That was the first Presbyterlan Service held in the Provincs,

11
and auspiciously in a carpenter's home," This visit of Wr.

11. Rev. C., Murray: An Article on History of Presbyterian
Church in Canterbury.
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Moir's short thought it was, strengthened the intense desire
of the Presbyterians to found & church and to have a minister
of thetir own: and their plans thence began to take definite

shapo.
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Chapter 1V. STEM.

In 1843, the idea of a Church of England settlement in New
Zealand began to take shape in ﬁhe brain of Edward Gibbon
Wakefleld, By 1848, he had his plans thought out, and had ine-
vited John Robert Godley to organise the new colonlsing venture
An enthuslastic commlttee was elected who went into the matter
thoroughtly, publishin:, in the end, a document entitled "The
Plan of the Association for Forming the Settlement of
Cahterbury in New Zealand", which gave full detalls of the
scheme,

Wakefield's plan of a colony was that its members should
represent as nearly as possible a vertical section or slice of
Eng'lsh soclety from highest to lowest. Thls meant that there
were to be bishops, endowed clergy, "an anclent aristocracy,
yeoman farmers, a few necessary tradesmen, sturdy and loyal
labourers; and all this with no crima, no poverty, no dissent.”
Certainly no convicts wers to be tolerated.

Waste lands were not to be glven away, but solds but the
only people who were to be allowed to own land in this
settlement must necessarily be members of the Church of England

Land~jobbing was to be suppressed utterly.

1. Papers of the Promoters.
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Wakefield also encouraged endowments for relizious and
educatioaal purposes. The ocity they were golng to erect would
have its Cathedral, rivalling the best in England, presided
over by the finest of bishops. The proposed University and
schools, too, were to be modelled on English lines.

Withktbese great ideas, the "first four ships" left London
early in September and reached Lyttelton on the 16th, 17th and
27th of December 1860;mwgzggwgg;ernor and Lady Grey walcomed‘
them., Most of the colonists took up land at Lyttelton, and it
wags only gradually that they drifted over the Port Hills to
taks up land near the Avon, where Christchurch now stands,
Nearly all these new colonists belonged to the Church of
England, although "a few of the emigrants‘were Wesleyans, for
these were considered still to belong to the National church.
There were & very few Presbyterians also, But they had all
been recommended by their parish clergy.” i

Theré was much hard work and many disappointments and‘
difficulties ahead of the settlers, Thelr ideas of a cathedral
and university had to be put in the backeground. The Bishop=
desisnate, himself, stayed only six weeks, and then returned to
England., Many settlers struggled on for & while and then left.

Unfortunately, too, at the beginning there wasﬁgome dig=
egreement between CGodley and the original settlers, "When the

first four ships arrived, Mr. Godley was much disgusted to find

2. Purchas: Pape 38 (Foote-note).
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rive Scotch famllles already settled in Canterbury, =---- He
was determined that Canterbury should be exclusively a Church
of England Province. -=-«Hs Iintimated to them that they must
quit." ¥ Nelther the Hays nor the Deans had the actual deeds
entitlins them to their lands, In their efforts to save
Ric-arton, the Deans sold Dalethorpe, while Mr. J., Hay's father
hurried to Wellingbon to interview Sir George Grey, who had
been present when the pact, vhereby their land licenses had
been transferred to the South Island, had been made betwesen the
families and Colonel Wakefield., Sir George Grey remembered the
transaction and at oﬁce furnished Mr. Hay with the necessary
Crown grants, and it was a great relief to both families when
Mr. Hay returned with the deeds. "Ultimately Mr. Godley also
becams friendly with them (the Scottish pioneers) and I can
ramsmber his staylng repeatedly at my fathar's house when on
his way to and from Akaroa.“4

Thus several years elapsed., The original scheme of re-
strict ng all lande~holders in the Canterbury settlement to
members of the Church of England failed and had to be abandoned.,
Thus, in time, more and more Presbyterians settled in
Canterbury and thé need for a minister of thelr own became
more end mors urgent.

At last, on January 18th 1854, a meeting was called of all
those in favour of the erection of a Presbyterian Church in

¢ Mr, James Hay: Page 94.
4. Mr. J. Hay: Paze 96,



23,

Christchurch. The following three resolutions willl show the

trend of the desires of the Presbyterian settlers.
1. "Resolved, that in the opinion of this meeting, it is
highly desirable that a Scotch Church should be established
in the town of Christchurch, to meat the requlrements of a
considerable portli-n of the inhabltants of this settlement,
who have been baptized, educated, and brought up, under the
Presbyherian form of worship.” °

This was moved by Mr., Wilson, séconded by Mr. Johnston and passe

unanimously,
2. "That with a visw to effect the foregoing object a
committee be appointed to obtain subscriptions, to select
an acre of Town Lend for a Site, to procure a suitable
deslgn for a bullding, to ascertaln the best means of obe
taining a minlster, and to call a public meeting befors
which they willllay a report of the result of their
exertions," ° |

This also wasg carried unanimously and was followed by & dlge

cussion as to whether the minister should belong to the Free or

the Established Church of Scotland. However, it was agreed that

this matter sh~uld be left over to & public meeting.
3. "That the Officers and Committee do consist of the
following Gentlemens= Mr. John Deansz, Treasurer; Mr, W.
Wilson, Secratary; Messrs. W.K. MacDonald, James Meldrum,

S5y 8. Presbyterian Church Minutes of Committees and Core
respondence, 1854 = 81,



24.

John McFarlane, John Anderson, James Jonnston, William

- Stewart, Charles Young, Willlam Rankin, Douglas CGraham,
Ebenezer Hay, Hugh Buchanan, Samuel Manson, David M. Laurie,
John Grub, James Stout, Simon Hossack, George Duncan."‘7

On this committee may be seen the names o Mr. John Deans and Mr.
Ebenezer Hay, the two ploneer Presbyterian settlers in
Canterbury, and these two men proved a tower of strength to the
Presbyterian community., Once the resolution was finally

started, it was not difficult to raise enthusiasm. Subscription
lists were started, and the results proved most promising. The
matter»of goetting land, however, proved to be the stumbing=-
block.,

At 8 committee meeting held on April 11th 1854, the
secretary, Mr, Wilson, reported that he had found out that the
Nelson Presbyterian Church, as well as the Auckland and Welling-
ton churches, had obtained a government grant of land. The
cémmittee'instructed him to write to the Commissioner of Crown
Lands, Mr., W.G. Brittan, respectfully soliciting a grant of four
acres of Crown Lands for the purpose of erecting a church,
clergyman's house, and a school house thereon, hoping that he
would not coﬁsider it inconsistent wlth his duty to extend té
them the same indulgence that he had done to Presbyterian
populations elsewhere in New Zealand, |

By May, the subscriptions exceeded £400, At a public

meeting held in July 1t was decided that a minister of the Free

7. Minutes of Committees and Correspondence.



church of Scotland be chosen, and Mr, Wilson was Instructed to
write to Dr. John Bonar, Convener of the Colonlal Committese,
who all through the hidgpry of the church in Canterbury, has
peen a splendid help and sure friend. An extract from Mr,
wilson's letter will show the type of man the Presbyteriah
population of Christchurch, whlich now numbered 324, wanted.
"It has been the repsated and strongly expressed deslirs of
almost every Presbyterian in the settlement that none but a
really clever minister should be sent - one who Is not only
fluent In speech and a good extempore preacher = but capable,
if 1t should seem desirable of giving an oocasiAnal waeke
eveﬁing lscture on Astronomy, CGeolopy, Natural History or other
secular subject of popular ahd Instructive interest,” ° £200
was the guaranteed stipend for such a minister.

In September a letter eas recslved from the Commissioner
of Crown Lands to the Bullding commlittee agreeing to the grant
on approval of the Colonlal Secretarve. The land decided on
was "on either side of the West end of Tuam Street", and a
request was made for four acres Instead of three, so that a
horse might be kept,.

By May 1855, the land grant was still to come., However,
Mr, Hay, of Pigeon Bay, was consulted as to the getting of
timber for the church, He advised that specificatlons be sent
to Messrs, Grubb and Marshall of the Peninsula. In August,

tenders were sccepted from these men, and all was in readiness

8. Minutes of Committees and Correspondence.
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except the land. In the meantime it had passed from the hands
o the Central Government into those of the Provinecilal
government . At last in September 1855 the followl ng appeared
in the Canterbury Assoclation's Reserves Ordinance, Session 1V.
"Tt shall be lawful for the superintendent to convey
by way of free grant é portion of the lands hereln des-
eribed as the Town Reserves, not exceeding three acres in
extent, to be held In trust as a site for a ohuréh and
achools, and for the residences of a clergyman and school-
master, in connection with the Free Church of'Scbtland.
Provided that 1t shall be a condition of the sald Grant,
that 1f the said lands be not occupied for the purpose
aforesald within three yoesrs from the passing of this
Ordinance, or shall at any time thersalter ceass to be so
occupled, the sald lands shall revert to the Superintendent
as though the sald Grant had never bsen lgsued, and may at
any time thereafter be sold and disposed of as a portion of
the Town Reserves under the authority of this Ordinance.” ’
Clause 6 provided that, |
"All deeds, contracts, conveyances and dispositions
made, entered into and executed, of any lands, tenements,
or hareditaments heretofore held by the said Association
or by any person in trust for them for Ecclesiastical and
Educational purposes, by any agents or attorneys authorised

in that behalf by the said Association or such other

9. Cantﬁrbury Associations Reserves Ordinance. Session 1V.
Qs B,
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persons as aforesaid, shall be valid and effectual to all

intents and purposes.” 0
The building of the church was thus proceeded with at once.

At a meeting 16ld on February 26th 1856, a letter from Dr,
Bonar was read telling of his cholce of a minlster. This
proved to bo the Rev. Charles [raser, who, with his wilfe, had
alroady departed for Christchurch., Dus preparations were made
for their arrival, The proprietar of the Mitre Hotel, Lyttelton,
was asked to look after them when they arrived, till they
could be conveyed to Mrs. Deans's residencs at Riccarton.

On April 15th, 1856, their safe arrival was reported. The
foliawing is an extract taken from "The Standard". YThe Rev.
Charles Fraser, of Marischal College, Aberdeen, who has been
eppointed by the Colonial Committee of tha Free Church of
Scotland to be Minister of the lree Church in Canterbury,
landed on Sunday morning last from the ship "Oriental" and
lmmedlately afterwards preached to a very full congregation in
the Wegleyan Chapsl, Lyttelton, and on Sunday next will preach
both morning and evening in the Chapel, Christchurch., We
understend that the Wesleyans have generously offered to the
Presbyterians the use of each of their Chapels in Lyttelton and
Christchurch until such time as thse I'rese Church - a large
handsome building now in course of erection = shall be sufe

11
ficlently advanced to be available for public worship."

10, Canterbury Assoclatlons Reserves Ordlnance. Session 1V,
No. 6.
11. Newspaper clipping amonzst Correspondence in Minute Books
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Meanwvhile, the church bullding progressed slowly. On
becember 23rd 1856, at a meeting of the Bullding Committee, 1t
was unanimously agreed that the church in course of erection be
henceforth distinguished by the name of St. Andrew's Church,
namsed so after the patron saint of Scotland.

At last, 1In 1857, the church was almost comploted and the
opening was arranged for the lst of February 1857, Just a little
over three years since tle scheme had flrst been set on foot.
Another newspaper clipping, found amongst the core
respondence, gives a graphic account of the Opening Ceremonye.
"The building 1s in the gothic stvle of architecture and al=-
though its interior arrangements are not quite complete, yet it
presents the most substantial and‘churchelike appearance of any
building of the kind yet erected in the settlement, «=v--w-
Under the ausplces of a delightful day, this Church was opened
for public worship on Sunday, the lst instant, the Minister of
which, the Rev., Charles Fraser M.A., preached an Impressive and
most appropriate sermon to a very full conpregation, from the
last‘verse of the 93rd Psalm, 'Holiness becometh thine house,

0 Lord, for ever.! m=mmee= The mode, too; of making the
collection was somewhat unusual, =« at elther side of the
entrance porch, a plate was placed covered with a whlte napkin,
the congrsgation voluntarily placing thelr contributions in the
Plate as they passed - these, we learn from undoubted authority,
amounted to the munificent sum of £74.8.6, unquestlonably the

largest Church collection ever yet made in Canterbury."
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Thus started the career of the mother church of all the
presbyterian Churches in Canterbury. The final stage of its
sgtablishment came Iin July 1858, when the Bullding Committee
moved, "That the Building Committee do now hand over to the
Deacons' Court the funds of which they are possessed with all
thelr liabllities and with the request that a financial
gtatement may be laid at a convenlent time before the gube
geribers and the congregation. That the Books and other
Documents of the Committee be glven over to the Deacons! Court.
That the Committee do now adjourn sine die," 12 A Session and

Deaconsg! Court was now established and St. Andrew's became &

true Presbyterian Church, with the Rev. C. Fraser as its ministe

12, Minutes of Commit:tees.
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Chapter V., FPRUNING AND GRAPTING.

When Mr. IFraser started his ministry at St. Andrew's, he
was faced with an almost herculean task. His charge embraced
the whole province of Canterbury, with a sea=voard two hundred
miles long from the Hurunul to the Waltaki River, a width of a

hundred and fifty miles from the sea to the Alps, wmaking in all
an area of roughly thirty thousand square miles. The thought of
such a charge would appal any minister of today.

Even narrowing these boundarles down so that Christchurch
was the centre with Kalapol on one side and the Peninsula on
the other, it still involved the necessity of making long rides,
on which Mr., Fraser was often accompanied by his wife. Hr.
Fraser really had plenty to keep him éccupied in Christchurch
ltself, but he did not neglect his scattered peopls and the
frults of the work he did as regards Church Extension are with
us today.. |

The first new charge winich he helped to form was at
Akaroa. He did not mlind long rides by land; but he had a
deeply=-rooted objection to travelling by sea. He was & martyr
to sea=sickness, so his visits to the Peninsula were too few
and far between for the satisfaction of the settlers there.

However, he endeavoured to satisfy their need for a few years.
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His first services in 1857 were held in the home of a Mrs,
Brown, who had then been a resident on the Peninsula for
thirteen years, In the morning, his service was especially
for the English settlers; but in the evening, he preached in
French f'or the benefit of the French. '"Before coming to
Canterbury, Mr, Fraser had been sottled for some tlme at &
preaching station 1ln France, and as a consequence, he was quite
familiar with the language, and éould preach in it if re=-
quired." . This was greatly appreclated. He continued to pay
visits to the Peninsula, and to minister to the people there
t111 1862, "There were by this time so many settlers in and
around Pigeon Bay, many of them Scotch Presbyterians, that they
felt by joining foreces with Akaroa, they might afl'ord to send
Home for a minister., This thev did, Mr. Hay advancing £100 to
bring him out. The districts that banded together to form the
Presbyterian Church of the Penlnasula were Akaroa, Duvauchelle's
Bay and‘Pigeon Bays now Wainul is added to the list. They
succeeded, agaln through Dr. Bonar, In getting the Rev., George

Grant from Scotland, who, with his young wife, came out about

2

the year 1862,"

In the north, Mr. Fraser made rogular visits to Ralapoil,
which in 1857 was quite a promising township with a harbour,
whieh, for convenience and safety, was second only to Lytteltor
As becameithe usual custom, a modest bullding was erected whicl

1. Mrs. Deans: Jubilee Souvenir of St. Andrew's. Page 14.
2, Mrs, T.0, Hay: Page 196,
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did duty both for church and for school. As the Presbyterian
gettlers increased, they suggested getting a minister of their
own, and in 1863, the Rev. W. Kirton arrived to take up his
duties in that district,

It was not very long before Mr. Fraser gave up scaling the
Port Hills every Sunday evening to conduct & service in Lyttel=
ton, For the first year or so, he used to preach at St,
Andrew's in the morning and at Lyttelton in the evening. Howe
ever, in 1859, a schoolhouse was erected and by his efforts a
teacher, Mr. Ferguson, was brought out to take up work therse.
It was not long before he relieved Mr. Fraser of the services
theré, and by 1862 weekly reli:zious services were in full
swing.

. Very soon after the advent oif thess two new helpers, Mr.
Fraser conceived the idea of the formation of a Presbytery of
Canterbury. In 1863, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church of New Zealand received the peﬁition of the Revs. C,
I'raser, G, Grant and W, Klirton, and acceded to thelr request.
The following i1s an extract from the General Assembly's
Minutes, "'Having respect to the wellebeing of the Church in
the Pypvince of Canterbury, the prayer of the petition be
granted and power be glven to the Ministers named in sald
petition to constitute themselves into a Presbytery in cone
nection with the Church, having as its bounds for the prosent;

3
the 1imits of the Province of Canterbury.'"

3s General Assembly Minutes, under date 1883,
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Thus, on January 26th 1864 the first meeting of the
Presbytery of Ce terbury took place at St. Andrew's the members

thereof belngie

Ministers = RevL.Fraser St. Andrew's.
Rev{®.Grant Bank's Peninsule.
RevW.Kirton Kalapoi. |
Rev.W,Hogg Recont arrival who had taken up

work in the Amuri District,
North Canterbury.
Elders = Mr, G. Duncan Christchurch.
Mr. J. Gillespie Bank'a Peninsula.,
Mr. J. Macmillan
The chief business done was the formation of a Manse Fundj the
gending of an address to the Provinclal Superintendent, Samuel
Bealey Esq.; and the consideration of forming a second charge
in Christchurch. In connection with this latter motion, a call
was sustained from the new charge, to be known as St. Paul'ls,
in favour of the Rev. Grant of Akaroa. Mr, Grant accepted; thus
the first meeting of Presbytery'open@d with four charges and
closed with five; |
In 1862, lay-members of the church had banded together
and formed a Church Extension Association Wﬁich did a very
great deal to help the differencﬁ ministers In their work,
8specially in regard to the building of new churches.
Up to 1865, Mr., Fraser paid several cﬁrsory visits to

South Canterbury, but as the journey was rather hazardous in
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these days, the visits were necessarily very few. However, in
1865, he was Instrumental 1in getting the Rev.@Barclay to
minister there, of whom more will be heard later,

In 1885 Mr. Iraser also visited the West Coast, which then
came under the Canterbury Presbytery. He collected sube-
soriptions and was able to get & mlinister brought out from
Home to work in that isolated part of New Zealand.

Another branch of Mr. Fraser's work was at Lincoln and
Prebbleton. Although at some distance from Christchuréh, yet
he held regular services there mostly in the housé of Mrs.
Todd, A bullding, however, was soon erected and a teacher,
Mr.'Bowie, brought out for day school and Sunday School work.
In 1866, this district was able to support & minister of its
own, the Rev. J. Campbell, and extonded its bounds to embrace
Lesston and Brookside,

Thus, Mr, Fraser did yeoman service as regards Church Ex-
tension, But while he carrisd on all this work, his cone
grega~ion at Sb; Andrew's was not neglected. He was very fond
of children, always excepted when they cried in church during
hig sermons, and he took a very active part in educatlional
work.4

For the twenty=seven years Mr. Praser worked at St.
Andrew's he proved himself very able and energetic, and it

Seems a great plty that his ministry closed in 1880 under a
clovd.
4s Ses Chapter V111,
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We have geen that Akaroa got a minister In 1882 and lost
him in 1864. As the number of settlers increassd on the
Peninsula, there was a growing need for regular religlous
ordinances. A successful effort was made to secure a minlster,
mostly due to Mr. Ebeneezer Hay a staunch Presbyterian ploneer,
and thus to establish a charge in full status. The Rev, G,
grant arrived in October 1862, and proved to be just the man
and minister desired. He and Mrs, Grant were soon beloved by
ell, Mr, Grant was rather shy and shrank from the pudblic
platform, but in the pulpit he was absolutely fearless, and
his pastoral visits were greatly appreciated.

| It came as a great shock to his people when, after one
year and four months, he accepted the call to St. Paul's, Christ
church. In an account of the Jubiloe of Akaroa the following
paragraph occurs:= "I carried the messaze to Pigeon Bay and
lald it befors my three friends. Thers was gilence in the
room for quite a space, then Mr, Hay lifted his head and said,
'I, for one, will not oppose Mr, Grant's call to Christchurch.'
Mr. Gillespie and Mr. Stewart said the same. I saw how deeply
moved they were - what a sacrifice they were making - and
understood why, without another word, they shook hands and
left the room,"

Mr. Grant was very popular also at St. Paul's, but he was
from strong; the city chargs soon proved too much for him and

he resigned. He left for Home on the ill=fated ship

5. Akaroa "Mai1l".
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"Matoaka" in 1868, which was never heard of again.

Amongst the members of the first Presbytery was the Rev,.
W. Hogg, who arrived in Canterbury in 1863. He had come to take
up the Kaiapoi charge, bub as thils was already occupled by Mr.
Kirton, Mr. Hogg willin:ly started work in the Amuri district,
in the extreme North of Canterbury; but his heart sank when he
saw his parish of everlasting tussock and flerce unbridged
rivers, extending from Kalapoi to the Clarence River, from the
Spencer Range to the sea.

He was, hoﬁever, a very blg man, a resal pioneser, who soon
loved his work whole=heartedly. He saw ho was younger than
Mr., Kirton, so started on his hard task cheerfully and willingly
He of'ten sald, in later 1ife, that 1f he had to live agaln he
would choose the same work tlat he had donse,

His first headquarters were at Kaiapoi, but he soon moved
to Sefton. From here, he was accustomed, with a swag on his
back, to make a monthly circult of from a hundred and forty to
8 hundred and elighte-ive miles, often through tfaokless country
His family saw little of him. A settler took pity on him
and gave him a big, powerful horse, and Mr. Hogz and

meidents
"Bob" went through many thrilling together. Though strong,
hardy and energstic, the work was too much for him and he was
often exhausted., "On one occaslon, he crossed the ranges
from Cheviot to St. Leonard's and Culverden in deep snow,
going alongz the tops of the mountain ridges, performing a

really hazardous Jjourney of thirtyetwo miles over trackless
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snow, and reaching Culverden about three hours after dark."
Sometimes he lost his way, and was often in danger of being
washed off his horse in the swollen rivers. '"The Waiau has
always been known to be a dangerous river. He was riding
across 1t one day fearing nothln;, having crossed 1t a short
time previously lower down. All he remembers is that the
bottom suddenly sheered down and the horse was swept off his
feet and himself washed out of the saddle., When he became
consciouns he found himself clinging to the bridle and stirrups,
kicking with his feet and valnly trylng to touch the bottom.
Partly he strugzled ashore, and partly he was washed ashore
wet; cold, stunned and bleeding, and more dead than alive, For
a long time after, a stream two feet deep was to him a source
of terror." ’

The places he visited are too numsrous to mentioh. Many
wore vely lsolated, and he found at least one fawmlily vho had
been keeping Saturday in mistake for Sunday for many woeks., He
held services in homes, in shearinge-sheds, or in the open alr.
Marriages were always saved up for his visit, and often he
would have quite a blg batch to perform. He pitied Intensely
the lot of the settlers'! wives,many of vhom seldom saw any
women, and he was always grateful that he had some knowledge
of medicine,

He established regular preaching stations at Leithfield,
Saltwater Creek, Mount @wey Downs, Ashley Bank, Loburn and

8. Rev,&.Dickson: Page 181,
7. Rev,JDickson: Page 253.
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Hanmer amongst others, His daughter tells the story of how

one dav when passing through Hanmer, tired out by a long ride,
he saw 2 hot spring and determined to have a hot bath. So
tethering "30b" to a small flax bush in the vicinity, he pro-
eceed to enjoy a refreshing bath, t1ll he was forced to dress
hurriedly and pursue "Bob" w o, tired of waiting, had made off,
flax bush and all, Most of Mr, Hogg's work was through rough
bush or tussock cowntry. In the district he loqked after,
there are now seven charges at least, and this 1is merely
typical of the work that lay nhefore these ploneer ministers,

Mr. Barcley's work in South Canterbury 1s very simllar to
that of Mr. Hogg's in North Canterbury. In 1865 he took charge
of whatvnow 1s the entire Presbytery of Tiwmaru. He has
probably lef{ deeper marks eccleslastical, educational and
social, on the history of the early days of South Canterbury,
than any other person., Thers ars few churches there which he
did not have & hand in building.

To begin with, he experlenced great difficulty in reaching
Timeru, There was no break-water then, and he had to come
ashore in an old surf=boat, on the crest of a wave, a rather
perilous undertaking for the uninitiated, Hls pastorate was
bound by the Rangitata and Walitakl Rivers, by the Southern
Alps and the sea, an area of about seven thousand squafe miles,
There were few roads and no rivers wergbridged. '"It was no
uncommon thing for a wayefarer to single out a cabbage=~tree 1n'

the distance as a landmark and take as stralght a course as
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possible for 1t, This accounts for the numerous acclidents
and hairbreadth escapes which the minister of this parish exe
perienced in early days." °

Once he was plunged over an embankment six feet deep into
a flooded river, his horse and glg being swept away like
brushwood down the river., Hs, fortunately, escaped. Another
time he was found lying insensible In a paddock by the roads=
side, hise horse quietly grazing at a llttls dlstance, after
having c¢leared a high fence and thrown his rider., Sometimes
the horse went over the fence and left Mr., Barclays other times
he went over the fence and lseft the horse behind,

He started morning services in Timaru and in the evenings
preached usually, either at Temuka, Geraldine, Orari, or
Pleasant Polnt. He visited repularly the Macksnzie Country
towards the Alps, his journeys often lasting over a month,

In 1887, a church was opened at Timaru, then a city in
embryoc with tussock growing Iin the strests. Thres years later,
Temuka was constituted a charge, and Mr. Barclay called to
minister there. He asccepted and took up work there, though
Mr, Hogg descrlibes it as "a miserable little hamlet of a few
houses." ¥rom Temuka he atill kept up his work in the out=
lying districts. "Mr. Barclay often preached with torn garments
and blesding hands and the water pumping up out of kis bwoots

as he emphasised with the lower limb, some welighty truth,

8. Rev.dDickson: Page 197.
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Whatever may have been thoupght of the sermon delivered on
those occaslons, the preacher was far from being dry,"

Other ministers were quite as faithful in their work, but
. Mr. Praser, Mr, Hog:; and Mr, Barclay are the outstanding men of
thelr period. Mention should be made also of the Reve. A.F.
Douglas whé succeeded Mr, Orant to St, Paul's, He was the 1life
of the Church Extension Association and greatly sbtimulated its
growth and energy. "It came to an end when Mr. A.F, Douglas
departed, and Presbyterles grew in strength and perhaps in
Jealous watchfulness over their privileges, and the Church, to
gecurs uniformity of practice, required the concentration of‘
its enerzies on the work of a committee appcinted by its
authority and labouring under its direct supsrvision," 0

It now remains to note the separatlon of Timaru and Weste
land from Canterbury, In 1865, Mr. PFraser vislted Westland.
The settlement of Westland was quite different from that of
Canterbury. It was difricult to approach both from sea and
from the mountains, The towns in origin were mostly of
"mushroom growth, and in their subsequent history, some have
shown a strong similarity to the same'perishable fungus.”ll

With the gzo0ld rush of 1865, towns appearod in no time, and it

was from these 1n 1866, that the Canterbury Prosbrtery recalved

deflnite appeals for a minister.

9. RevJ.Dickson: Page 285,
19, Rev,JDicksons Pape 305.
11. Rev.iDickson: Page 212.
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By 1867, the Rev.Gow accepted a call to Hokitika, and as
no other minister was avallable he inducted himself, A church
nad besn bullt and he was provided with a tiny four~roomed
cottage. In the same year, the Rev..Hall went to Greymouth
vhere he held services in billiard-rooms and hotels., In 1870,
the Rev. J.F. Sutherland went to Ross, and it was in the latter
half of this ysar that the movement towards separation was
first made, becauss of the Inconvenience tobthe West Coast
ministers ihiattending Preabytery meetings in Christchurch.

%o have seen how the work was spreading in South
Canterbury, whers the ministers experienced the same dif-
ficulties as thelr Westland colleagues in attending Presbytery
meetings, At the General Agsembly on the 13th Decemner 1872,
an overture was made concerning the formation of three
Pregbyteries instead of one, as the one was quite unworkable
through the distance the congregations were from each other,
and through the difficulty of travelling. Mr. Fraser, Mr,
Barclay and Mr, Douglas supported it, and the petition was
granted, viz, "The dlvislon of the present Presbytery of
Canterbury into three Presbyteries of Christchurch, Hokitika
and Timaru, and the constitution of the said three Presbyteries
into one Synod of Canterbury and Westland and further the
Inclusion within the bounds of the said Presbytery of Christ-
church the distriect of Amuri, and within the bounds of the

12
said Presbytery of Westland the district of Resfton." On

12, Presbytery Minutes, under date 13th February 1873,
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September 24th 1873, the first Timaru Presbytery met, and on
January 7th 1874, the first Westland Presbytery meeting was
held., Evidently the Synod of Cm terbury and Westland did not
fulfil any very important function for in 1883, just ten years
later, it was dlsbanded.

Thus, in 1874, there were three Presbyteries where there
had been only one eight ysars earlier, and in the Presbytery
of Christchurch itself, there were three times the number of
paid ministers there had been in 1864, and many more preaching
stations ministered to either by theolozical students, home
missionaries, or by the minlsters as outlylng districts of their

pastorates,
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Chapter Vi. BRANCHING (A).

It is necessary here to leave the history of Timaru and
Westland, and study the development of the Christchurch Pres=-
bytery only. This still included all the country south of the
Hurunui River down to the Rangitata, and from the coast to the
Alps; snd the boundaries remained so for many years till
Ashburton formed a éeparabe Presbytery.

In North Canterbury, Mr; Hogg was succeeded by a worthy
follower in the person of the Reve. W.R., Campbell, The conditions
in the Amurl Distrlct were still those which called for
pioneers., There were very few roads formed, and the rivers
for the most part were stlll unbridged. So Mr., Campbell faced
almoat the same work which Mr. Hogp had undertaken so
coura;eously.

Mr., Campbell came to New Zealand in 1873, and commenced his
work as & minister In Timaru for twelve months, after which he
put himself a* the disposal oflthe Chrlstchurch Presbytery, and
was given ‘the extensive and sparsely-gettled parish of Amurl.

He was Inducted to his new chargé on Fabruary 2nd 1875 and re=
mained minister of it for thirty-elght years, during which he

laboured with indefatiguable energy and zeal.
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In 1875, there was no church in this district and Mr.
Campbell held his first services in the Courthouse at Walau,

In 1876, however, Mr, George Rutherford, Lesllie Hills, conveyed
an acre of land to the congregation at Walau and had built
thereon, at his own expense, a church capable of holding
geventy people.1 This Indeed was a favourable beglnning,

Mr, Campbell led the same roving life as Mr, Hogg had done,
visiting the ranch holders and ministering to the hands en-
gaged on the statlions, He soon became know as "Father
Campbell™, was beloved by all,and was as heartily welcomed in
the homes of the well~to=do as in the huts of the shepherds,

He sesmed to be acquainted with every ranch-holder, labourer,
and swagger in the district whether he was Protestant, Roman
Catholic, or had no religion at all, "He was a man of simple
plety, of extraordinary generosity that prompted him to help
the deserving or the undeserving and often to glve at sacrifice
to himself., He thought no trouble too great 1f thereby he coul
serve anyone whose case appeéied to him," ?

In 1879, so much enthuslasm had he arouéed, that steps
were taken to form Amberley, Walpara and Waikarl into a charge.
Considerably later, in 1891, he was able to rapzrt to Presbyter

that a new church was being built at Culverden; and six months

later, that & new church had been opened at the Hot Springs,

1. Presbytery Minutes under date 2nd March 1876.

2. Personal Reminiscences of Rev, R. Erwin, D.D., Port Chalmer
3. Presbytery Minutes, 13th April 1879,

4. Presbytery Minutes, 13th May 1891.
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5
Hanmer. The latter, however, was overthrown and destroyed
by a hurricane in 1892, but was rebullt the following year. In
1896 another charge was formed at Chevioty and in July of that
year the Presbytery recorded their appreciation"of the quiet
heroism displayed by Mr. Campbell in the prosecution of his
work during the past twenty-two years." ° Dr. Erwin says that
his influence and the work he accomplished were vwholly due to
personal character and personal contact as he never gained any
fluency of speech and was often most hesitating in his delivery.
He never took a prominent part in Presbytery which he did not
often attend, and when he did so, he seldom spoke,

Yethis memory will live for many years. Wnen & prison
camp was started at Hanmer, Mr. Campbell vislted it repularly
and gained a unique iInfluence over many o the prisoners. He
did not merely preach at them; he got %o know them, and few
men left this prison camp without haying received great help
from him, His interest in them, moreover, did not stop when
they left, for he corrssponded with many of them, and a few
of those really became changed through his influence.

After thirty-eight years of service, the work became too
much for him and he had to retire, and a few years later in
1918 he passed to his rest. The follow ng verses are taken
from a posm written by the Rev. John Watt.

Se Presbyterv Minutes, 11th Novembsr, 1891,
8. Presbytery Minutes, 14th July, 1896,
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"IN MEMORIAM,"
1840 =« Rev, W. R. Campbell, B.A. ‘= 1918,

His mind was set on things above;
By helping men he served his Godj
And all the tollsome way he trod

Was fragrant with the rose of love.

For winning souls most highly skilled
He gave his best, and never.spared;
And all who knew hime knew he shared

The courage of the Splritefllled,

He bore a highly=honoured name
And bore 1t the appointed span -
A lowly-minded gentleman,

Who made o boast and sought no fame.

A friendly grasp, a welcome smile,
For all in need an open hand;
A soul sach ehild could understand,

An TIsr'elite heo, free from gulle. 7

Pioneer work was also being carried on in the south in the

Ashburton district. About the beginning of 1875, the Presby-

7. Presbytery Minutes, 10th September, 1918,
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terians round about Ashburton felt their numbers were large
enough to warrant a charge being formed and a minister called,
So, in August of that year, the Rev., H.B. Burnett recelved a call
accepted, and was Inducted at Ashburton on September 15th.8

Mr. Burnett was sent out to New Zealand by the Irish
Presbyterian Church after having graduated at the Royal College
(then Queen's College) Belfast. Ile arrived in Christchurch in
1874 with his wife and three young children, and was soon
afterwards gsent to Ashburton to be the first Presbyterian
minister in that district.g

. His charge then consisted of what is now the whole of the
Ashburton Presbytery. He organised an enthusiastic cone
gregation in Ashburton itself, and soon had a church and manse
built. But he did not neglect hls outlyling districts, Mr,
Burnett, Junior, writes, "I remember that he used to leave
home on a Monday or Tuesday on a horse he called 'Protost, and
return at the end of" the week. There were no bridges over the
rivers thrn, and he frequently had to ford them often getting
wet through, which planted the seeds for rheumatism from which
he suffered later Iin life, There were few roads too, and I
remember him telling us of the miles of wire fencing (it was
nearly all sheep country then) and ths openings here and there

at which a sheep dog would be tied to keep the shesp from

passing, The places I remember best at which services were

8., Presbybery Minutes, 12th Aupgust 1875 and 15th September 1875.
9. Personal Reminiscences of Mr., H.B. Burnett {his son),
Auckland.
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held were Tinwald (across the Ashburton River), Wakanui,
Methven, Hinds and Flemington. I know that he used also to go
occasinnally to the foothills of the Southern Alps and, as a
boy, I have accompanied him to the Ninety-Mile’Beaoh."

In addition to the places mentioned abové, he held ser?ices
at Springburn, Mt. Somers, Longbeach, Mayvfield, Rakaia and
Chertsey. These last two became sc strong that in 1878, they
joined to form a charge and separated from Ashburton.lo A
vyear later Mr, Burnett resigned, but the results of his work
lived on., IHe was & very sympathetic, kindly man and laboured
earn~stly in his first wide parish.

Later on in 1880, he accepted a call to Halkett and
worked there for several years, Attached to Halkett were
Kimberley, Courtenay and Weedons, and every Sunday he preached
at three of these places, He wasa better off here, ag regards
roads, and got from place to place by means of a horse and
buggy.

This period, 1874 = 1904, proved to be & very prosperous
one for Presbyterianism in Canterbury. New churches seemsd
to spring up everywhere, especially in the latter ten years,
In 1877, the Presbytery received a plea from Cust and Oxford
for a church and minister; this was granted a few ﬁeeks'later,

11
and the Rev. N. MeCallum became thelr first minister,

10, Presbytery Minutes, 10th January 1878,
11. Presbytery Minutes, £7th March 1877.
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A little later, in 1878, Papaﬁui and Belfast reported that they
had a church, were procesding with the building of a manse and
wanted a minister. Thelr request was agreed to and a ¢all to
the Rev.VHorner was acoepted.lz

At this time an application was made to the Colonial Cbm-
mittes for mors workers to be sont out, both ministers and
students., In answer to thia, several ministers arrived latsr
on in 1878,

In the July meeting of that year, Mr. Fraser moved, "That
considering the great increase of population in Christechurch |
and its suburbs, and the special need for relijzious services
for Presbyterians, the Presbytery appoint a committes to confer
wlth representatives from the financial comntttoes of St
Andrew's and St. Paul's congregations as to the erection of, at
least, two new stations or charges and the committee have full
power to act." -

As a result, suburban services were started in November at
the North Belt and in Sydenham, Within a year, there were
two fully constituted charges, Knox Church and St., Davidts, as
they afterwards came to be called, each with ministefs of thelr
own, the Revs. D, McKee and T.R. Cairns,.

In 1889, Rangiora and Kalapoi definitely separated, and
henceforth each went 1ts own way. A vear later another city
congregation was recognised. A church was bullt In Ferry Road
(afterwards known as St, Peter's) and the Rev.i.Slocombe took

12, Presbytery Minutes, 7th February 1878,
13, Presbytery Minutes, 1ith July 1878,
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up work there,

Meantime, the Peninsula had at last managed to get another
minister, Since Mp.Grant left in 186L, there had been a
vacancy for ten years, untll in 1874 the Rev.W.Douglas decided
to take up work there. In a letter, he tells his first im-
pressions of Akaroa and its church after its long vacancy.

"7 remember the day and the Journey by coach to Little River
well (from Christchurch). It was a lovely day and the
luxuriant bush was just enchanting to me - with its bird songs,
its rich odour, and its wonderful flowers and follage, At
length Akaroa was reached, and, as they say, first impressions
are lasting, as I have found that the first impression I got
of the 1little town -~ as Just a picture = has ever remained
with me. I don't know yet a sweeter little spot from a
natural point of view,  —=m—ewm- The church has becone
dilepidated = broken windows, leaking roof, crazy walls,
creaking like a basket at every gust of wind - a desgolate
wncared for semi-wreck. My flrst service on the following
morning was attended by Jjust nineteen. —=—=we== In the

evening, however, only Mr.Billens (the precentor) and I turned

up. It was raining and blowing, the chureh was leaking from
end to end, and it was positively unsafe to be inside, so we
, 14

went home," Mr.Douglasg, however, was not discouraged and

the church was soon repaired; but seven years' work on the
b

hilly peninsula, roadless except for bridle tracks, was

4. Akaroa Mail. 3rd November 1912,



51,

arduous work end in 1881 he left for Ho)fcitika.

A succession of ministers folloWedEhim, each one staying
only a few years. By 1900, another chu%ch was built at
Pigeon Bay, and in 1909 still another w%% opened‘at Wainui, so
that now the Peninsula boasts of three ﬁﬁurches. Concerning
the opening of the Pigeon Bay Church, M%s. Hay writes, "The
finishing and opening of our tasteful iittla church gave
pleasant excitement to the residents of Piggdn Bay, the more
so as 1t was opened free of debt. The openidg services were

conducted by Rev, Dr. Elmslie of St. Paul's éhﬁistchurch, who

15
remained for the enjoyable social that follo@ad?ﬂ

' \

~We now ecome to the exceptionally flourisming\period from

1891, In the north, Rangiora was the centne of a good deal of
|
branching. Towards the end of 1891, a nswfchurph was\erected

at Loburn. Four years later, Loburn and %ghleyljoined“forces
with Rangiora, and the other preaching statlions' Plose at hand

Amberley, Sefton, Leithfield and Mt. Gray Downs formed a
separate charge.is Three years later Belfast, Paﬁanui and .
New Brighton became recognised ss a iullymsanctimned charge 1‘z\emd
in 1902 New Brighton appealed for help to build é ohurch.iS

To the west of Christchurch, expansion went‘on as well.

Within two mon%hs of each other, in 1892, new churohes were
19 v
opened at Darfield and Gresendalse, liororataj while later on

15. Mrs. T.0, Hay: Page 325.

16, Presbytery Minutes, 3rd April 1895,

17, Presbytery Minutes, 10th May 1898, :

18, Presbytery Minutes, 14th October 1902,

19. Presbytery Minutes, 1l4th Septembar 1892, 9th November/o2.
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in 1902, Hornby became recopgnlsed as part of the Halkett
charge.go

To the south, two new churches appeared, one at Rakaia in
1892, and the other at Methven in 18598 21, and in 1903, Little
" River, Motukarara, Kaltuna and Teddington were made into a
Home Mission charge.

While engaged in this extension work, the Presbytsry
nevertheless tock a vital Interest in the public welfare. As
early as 1878, a Temperance League had been formed in
Canterbury, and to this the Presbytery gave their earnest
support2 ;3 as they did later on, too, when the scheme for
Farly Closing was first mooted.gS

Again in 1884, 1t was realised that the records of the
churches were not being kspt properly. The early records of
the Presbytery itself are very faulty. For the flrst few years
after 1864, hardly any of the minutes are signed and for the
yoears 1868 « 72 there are no rocords at all, Another example
may be seen from an extract of a letter received this year
from Mr, J.B. Anderson, Session Clerk of Lesston, on applicatic
for information concerning the early davs. "I am sorry to say
we have no records dating back to early days. The different
ministers, I belleve, had been thelr own session clerks and at
the end of their ministry here, carried off their records with
20, Presbytery Minutes, 14th October 1902,

21. Presbytery Minutes, 13th Jany. 1892, 8th November 1888,

22. Presbytery Minutes, 14th November 1878.
23, Presbytery Minutes, 14th May 1890.
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them," Thus it was moved and passed, "That all congregations
be instructed to bring up at the first meeting after the
General Agsembly in each year, for inspection and attesbation,
(a) their Session Records, (b) their Communion R011.24

In 1886, it was moved that 1t would be desirable to hold
a Christian Conference open to Churches of all Protestant
Denominations for the consideration of questions of common
interest in Christian work 25; and this Ministers' Assoclation,
as 1t has become known, 3till meets.

In 1892, cropped up the vexed question of the Bible in
‘Schools, and the Presbytery memorialized the Government "in
favour of £ible readiny in Schools, in accordance with the
provisions of the English Education Act of 1870." i In 1899
the following clauses were propossdse-

(1) That public Schools begin with Lord!s Prayer each

day.

(11) Lessons should be glven by teachers from the 0ld and

New Testaments agreed on by various Churches with sanction

of Minister of Education., Such lessons to take half an

hour.,

(111)If the teachers were conscientious objectors, the

minister of the distrlict was to take the 1essons.27
But so far, even twenty-five years later, no advance has been
made toward the desired end.
©4. Presbytery Minutes, 11th November 1884.

25, Presbytery Minutes, 12th October 1886,

28, Presbytery Minutes, 9th March 1892,
27. Presbytery Minutes, 12th September,1899.
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Before leaving this perlod, mention must be made of two
of the leading city ministers, namely, Dr. Elmslle of St.Péul’s
and the Rev., Gordon Webster of St.Andrew's.

Dr. Elmslie came to Christchurch in 1878 after a very
guccessful ministry in Wonganul, and was inducted into St.
Paul's oﬁ the 4th of May. Soon after he arrived, his influence
began fto tell on ths community, and such large numbers of
people came to his church tha* he and nis office=bearscrs were
goon dlscussing the building of a nsw church, with the result
that the present church wasg bullt,

It proved, however, to be hoo ambiticus and costly a
scheme and for a long time St, Paul's was oncumbered by an
enornous debt., All soéts of efforts wers made to reduce this,
Dr, Elmslie's stipend was reduced from £700 to £450, and many
money=ralsing enterprises were undertaken, till in 1903 by the
3lst of December, the debt was finally cleared off, Dr,.
Elmstie tock no part in the public life of the community, and
although he did his share of Presbyterial work, yet he seldom
joined in the deliberations of the Assembly,.

He seems to have besn a simple, unostentatious man,

"There are many people in Christchurch who rememoer the
venerable pastor of 3t, Paul's as he walked the stroets or
drove in his trap, tall in figure, slightly bent in shoulder,
and with a long whits beard. There are many, also, who

remember the soft tones of his voice, his kind, pleasant and



sympathetic ways. Althourh he had a gentle mamnner, he was a
man of great strength of character and intellect. 'He was
an educative force amongst the psople both in Wanganui and
Christechurch.'" “ He had pgreat powers of attaching people %o
him and was loved by a8ll very much in the manner Mr. Campbell
was., "His preaching was simple, but desply spiritual, full of
passion and the expression of his own deep convictions and was
groatly appreciated by the large congregation to which he
ministered."” i

Eapecially did he labour earnestly with the young people.
He took an intersst in their outlook on 1life, in their sports,
and he led a large 3ible Class ror many years.so Early in
1890, the University of Aberdeen conferred on him the degree of
Doctor of Divinity, whkch all agree that he richly deserved,
In 1903 on account of failing health, he resigﬁed before St.
Paul's coull suffer from his increasing years, For twentye
goven years did he labour in Christchurch, and in the minutesq
of the Presbytery is a sincere appreciation of his fine Work.01

The Rev. Cordon Webster, on the other hand, was never
happier than when on some work In connection wilth the iood of
the community. He was a great power in regard to religious and
seml-rellizious questions, and the cause of education, both
lowsr and higher, In particular doing useful work as a member
28, Jubilee Souvenir of St, Paul's, edited by James Drummond,

FeLoSs 1914,

29. Rev. R. Erwin, D.D,

30. See Chapter Vil1l.
31. Presbytery Minutes, 9th June 1903.
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of the Board of Governora of Canterbury College from 18895 to
1899; and in 1898 he was appointed Moderabor of the General
Assembly.

He came to New Zealand in 1887 havingz been for some time
mintster of Girvan, Ayrshire. He accepted a call to St.
Andrew's, Christchurch, but when he arrived found matters in a
state of dlsorderys Howsever, owing to hls energy the disorder
was righted, and in 1892, the present beautbtiful church of St,.
Andrew's was opened, a reconstruction of the original flrst
Presbyterian Church in Ceanterbury. His preachin.: was of a
Ahigh ordser and influenced by the latest thought of the day.

But 1t was in the work of the church courts and in general
eccleslastical affairs that Mr. Webster excelled. From the
time he entered the Presbyterv, he took a leading part in its
deliverations, and soon becnme its most influential member and
its guide in difriculbt questions, Dr. BErwin savs, "I have no
hesitation in saving that some of the very best speeches, il
not the best, I have heard in the Assembly wers made by him";
and for thess speeches he never used any notes, merely care-
fully turning over the facts in his mind; and marsh&lling his
arguments in & way that he could best expla'n them, "He was
never happler than when handling some intricate and difficult
case and he was then secen at his best. He could ably state bc
sldes and it was seldom indeed that the final declision of

the court was other than Mr. Webster indlcated it should be.
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He was probably the most skilful church lawyer vhose services
our Church in New Zealand every enjoyeds ====w- His acute
practical judgdment and wonderful patience were especlally
evidenced in his management oif the Church Upion Movement vhich
was finally crowned with success in 1901." o

The movement for Union bstween the Church of Otago and
the New Zealand Presbyterian Church (conslsting of all
churches north of Otago) was gtarted as early as 1854, when
the Otago Presbytery was constituted, and co-operatlion was
invited; but in spite of repéaﬁed efforts, for many years
noth'ng definite was done except the holding of conferences and
discussions, In 1894, Mr., Webster was appointed Convener of the
Union Committee and he threw himself iInto the scheme with a
tenaclity and energy that would brook no hinderance. He had
behind him a loyal committes and they made concession after
concession to the Otago representatives, to overcome the
difficulties put in their vay,

In 1896, the most lmportant conlference of the movement
was held in St. Andrew's Church, Christchurch, when sub=committe
from North and South, twdve members in all, drew up after
much consideration a basis of union vhich, w;?h s ome
modifica"ions, became the final settlement. % The points
which seemed to cause all the trouble were two, namelyie

(1) The North Church wanted as a basis the following.

"The Directory of Public Worship, the Form of Presbyterian

32 and 33, Personal reminiscences of Rev. J.H. McKenzie, Clerk
of Agssembly, Wellington.,
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Government , and the Second Book of Digcipline are to be
the standards of the Church 'only in so far as they are
applicable to the circumstances of the Church.'"
Slow, conservative Otago objected to this last clause and
withdrew from the Unlon on account of it.

(11) Marriage with a deceased wife's sister had been

conceded by the Legislature. The Northern Church ac-

copted this but the Church of Otago refused to sanction
it.

Howsver, by dint of the unwearying efforts of lMr. Webster,
theée obstacles were overcoms, and the Union of the two
Chufches came to pass In 1901, Unfortunately Mr., Webster had
to leave New Zealand in 1800 on account of his health, and he
thus missed seeing the fruits of his labour., However, the
work he did has not been Torgotten and he 1s probably the
nearest approach to an ecclesiastical leader that the Presby-

terian Church in New Zealand has knowne.
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Chapter Vil, DBRANCHING (B)

As the story of the church mors nearly approaches our
own time, the historical perspective seems to disappear., The
mist of romance that ever clings to days long gone by, is
dispersed and instead we seem to seo an ordinary 1lifs of
common=place facts., The collection of straggling shops and
houses, and the lsolated farms have given place to business-
llke clties and townships; and in the country wellemade roads
and beautiful bridges have transformed the expansive waste of
tussocky plains and hills., The mlinisters' lives, too, seen
different, The city minister has his endless round of
visiting, meetings and services, and the country minister
covers his large charge by means of the indispensable motor
car,

St11l, in spite of this matter-of=factness, Presbye
terianism has advanced in Canterbury in the last twenty years
in more than merely material ways. Certaln of the extension
work Iin north Cantserbury has already been noted. ' By 1908,
Waikarl was a flourishing charge. A comfortable new hall had
been built for a Sunday School, and the congregation were

showing much enterprise in securingy the services of a Home

1. See Chapter Vi, Rev, Campbell's work,
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Missionary for the outside stations, Chevlot, on account of

a decrease in population, was in the same year reduced to a
Home Mission station. Services were started at Broken River
and Scarglll 2; and in 1912, Parnassus was attached to Cheviot.
In the following year, the Presbyterians of Hawarden werse
fortunate in being presented by Mr. Bentley of Waikari, wlith

a site for a church,

Just about this time, taking into consideration church
adherence, membershlp, revenue and general advancement, the
Presbytery of Christchurch claimed third place in the Presby-
teries of New Zealand, being surpassed only by Auckland, the‘

~chief town of the .LJominion in point of population, and Dunedin,
the capital of the Pominion in point of Presbyterianism., This
was really a very satisfactory stats of affalrs, sseing that
Centerbury was essentlially an Angliocan settlement. Comparing
the roll of the Cantsrbury Presbytery for the ysars 1864 and

1940, we can see what great progress was made.

Members of Presbyvtery. Ministers. Elders.
1864: =« 6 4 2
1910t~ 41 27 14

In Christchurch 1tself, no new church had been added for
very many yearsj but a change was coming., The Rev. G. Webster
had been followed at St. Andrew's by the Rev. J. McKenzie, a
very earnest and energetic man, St. Andrew's flourished under

his ministry in every way, and soon bscame one of the best

2e Presbytervy Minutes, 13th August 1907 and 14th December 1909.
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organised churches in the Presbytery., By 1905, a new Sunday
Sehool and Bible Class rooms had been bullt on the church
property, However, Mr. McKenzie's efforts did not s top only
with his own congrégation. By 19135, nGWVSunday School halls
had been bullt at Riccarton and Spraydong, and regular church
services were held In these two suburbs,.

He also played a prominent part in promoting the general
work of the church. When he came to Christchurch, the Young
Men's Christian Associatlion was practically moriblnd, but
under Mr, McKenzie's ensrgetic handling, it developed into an
active and live institution,

He was most Interested in youth work, and it was his
gift of organisation and his s arnest consecration to the Youth
of the Church scheme, of which he was Convener for many ysears,
that has made our Sunday Schools and Bible Classes so
efflelent when compared with simlilar institutions of other
churches,

It was alsoc due ﬁo his efforts that & Presbyterian Social
Service Association was founded in Christchurch, and for the
first three years, he acted as Convener [lor this scheme as
well, "He was the one who had most to do in guilding the Con~
mittee in the selection of the Agent who has.proved himself so
well suited for the work, and through vwiose earnest and wise

efforts we have been able to accomplish so much, and during th

3. Presbytery Minutes, 11th November 1913,
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whole period of his convenership, Mr. McKenzie was untiring in
his efforts, and his wise counsel was invaluable to the Com=
mittes in the many and difficult questions that had from time
to time to be decided." ¢

At the same time as Mr, McKenzle was setting the
foundations for churches at Riccarton and Spreydon, the Rev, 1.
Tait of St., Paul's was doing a similar work at New Brighton,
Richmond and Linwood which had been entrusted to the jurise
dletion of St, Paul's. Sunday Schools were started in these
suburbs, and regular church services were'held.

South and west of Chrilstchurch was the most progressive

5

diétriqt. In 1906, new churches were built at Dunsandel and

Kirwee6; and Oxfordv was set up as a Home Mlssion charge in the

following year. Towards the middie of 1907, the Rev. P.I.

Riddle resigned from Rakala vhere he had worked over a widely

scattered parish for nineteen years. When he started, the

district was poorly organised and there wers no church

bulldings; when he left there were three churches at Rakaila,

Lauriston and Chertsey, qulte free from debt, with

enthusiastic and sympathetié congregations In each district.

A little later Dorie was addea as a preaching station to

Rakaia, and in 1908 there was a re-arrangement of all the

preaching statlons round about Rakaia, and four charges wers

4, Rev, R, Erwin, D,D. Presbyterian Soclal Servicevﬂssociation
‘ Annual Report 1913 = 1914,

5, Presbytery Minutes, 13th [February 1906,

8. Presbytery Minutes, 1lth September 1008,
7. Presbytery Minutes, 12th February 1907.
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8

formed: =

(1) Wskanui, Seafield, Dromors, Pendarvis, Dorie;

(11) Ashburton, Greenstreet, Winchmorej

(£11) Tinwald, Laghmoor, Longbeach, Flemington with Hinds,

Lowecliff and Ealing at present attached to Mayfield; and

(iv) Rakala, Lauristoﬁ, Chertsev.

So great was this development in the south that by 1913,
the people of this district were petitioning Presbytery that a
new Presbytery of Ashburton should be formed, embracing all
the ministerial charges within the limits of the country
between the Rakaia and Rangltata Rivers, the mountains and the
sea, viz, Ashburton, Flemington, Wakanul, Mayfield, Methven,
Rakala, the Ashburton outfields, Hinds and Springburn, and
thelr respective preaching stations.g

The Presbyter agreed to send the petition on to the
General Assembly, and by the end of 1914, the Canterbury Presg=
bytery had glven birth to her third daughter Presbytery,
namely, the Presbytery of Ashburton.m

With 1914, came ths outbreak of war, and the Presbyterian
Church of Canterbury was not behindhand in the number of
volunteers she contributed to swell Britain's armles, and her
loyalty to the Crown and Natlon remained unchallenged during
the long struggleQ In 1915 cams the news of the landing of our
troops on Gallipoll, and once more the Church urged all men
8. Presbytery Minutes, 13th October 1908.

9{ Presbytery Minutes, 9th July 1913,
10, Presbytery Minutes, 9th December 1914,
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who were free, to volunteer. It was about the middle of 1915
that daily services for prayer were started at St. Paul's
Church, from 12 to 12.30 p.m, and these were continued for
the duration of the war.

From 1915 on, there has besn great progress in Christe-
church itself', the result of the work started earlisr in our
period, Plans for new churches were submitted to the Presby=-
tery from Sumner, New Brighton and Linwood; and the following
vear, the Re¥ J. Paterson reported that a new éhurch at
Richmond had been opened. These places were not fully
sanctioned charges yet, but they were well on their way to
tha£ end.,

In 1917, a Young Men's Bible Class room was built at
Riccarton, and the Reve. N.O. White was appointed to help the
Reve A.T. Thompson, of St. Andrew's with that suburb. A year
later, Riccarton became a fully sanctioned charge and Mr.White
became their first minister.11

Just a month after this, Mr. Thompson resigned from St,
Andrew's to take up work with the British and Foreign Bible
Socisety, During his ministry, St. Andrew's congregation had
been enlarged and their financial position strengthened.
Riccarton was a new charge and Spreydon had become a Home
Mission station, It was also largely due to his indefatigable

1<
efforts that St., Andrew's College was founded so successfully,

11, Presbytery Minutes, 11th June 1918,
12, See Chapter Xl.



Riccart

H
~ Linwood

Bt

@ M RUSTE HLIRS

Governors
Ay

Addington iaydenkhanm

'f"c:fcfl'ng:f‘oh

New Sr{gf‘ﬂ‘bn

LyHrledon

Porf LYTE.’( {

S

foet Lavy

CHRISTCHURCH and LYTTELTON .




65,

At this time, too, Knox Church was undertaking extension
work, and property in Berwick Street, St. Albans, was acquired;
and a Sunday School was started at fulton Avenus. Fendalton.

In the beginning of 1919, the Rev. C, Murrqy had to resign

from St. David's on account of illnhealth. He had started his
work there fourteen years before, when there had been no ménsej
no Bible Classes, no missionary organisations of any kind.
The church had been badly noeding repalr as it leaked ap-
pallingly in wet weather, the property was mortpaged, and a
discouraged congregation offered him a salary of £150.

In the fouteen years he was there, he had affected a
great change., There 1s now a fine church and manse, a well=
organised congregation, a Sunday School whose numbers have
risen from ninety to two hundred and twelve, and men's and
women's Bible Classes. As clerk, he rendered excellent
gservice to the Presbytery fér many vears and did a great deal
towards having the records kept in better order.

In 1919, the Berwick Street congregation asked to bsﬁ
recognised as a separate Home Mission statlon. Spreydon has
gince broken away from St. Andrew's, and in 1924 the Papanul
congregation moved their church to & more central position in
the suburb of Papanul, and have Just startsd a new church, a
few miles away, at Styx. Thus, although for many years, no
extension work was'done i Christchurch, Presbyterianism has

gone ahead amazingly in the last few yvears,



Rev.R. Erwin D.D.



This period cannot be left without reference being made to
the Rev. Re Brwin, D.D., late minister of Knox Church, He canme
to New Zealand as a student from Ireland, was inducted to Knox
Church in November 1883, and continued his ministry there till
he retired in 1923 after forty ysars earnest and loyal service.
For many years he has been one of the prominent leaders 1n
Presbytery, and has always taken part in Assembly business,
being elected Moderator of the General Assembly in 1904.

Dr. Erwin has always besen a keen prohibitionist and has
done a'great deal to help on that cause. Before 1900, he took
a very keen intersst In the Christian Endeavoug movement, an
interdahominational movement for young peoplelu,and was for
some years president of the Camterbury Unlon.

The scheme of Church Union was also dear to hils heart, As
early as 1870, thls ldea had been mooted by the Rev. C. Fraser,
who held that it was not necessary to Church Union that any
man should be asked to surrender what he believed to be the
truth. The question was on what points was agrsement absolute-
ly essential to communion and co-operation under the same
organigsed form of church government, Mr., Frasor's plan, however,
seems to have b@en.an isolated onej and not $111 1904 did the
question crop up again, this time introduced by Dr. Erwin, who
moved, "That in the opinion of this Presbytery, 1t 1s desirable

that the Assembly enter into negotliations for an incorporating

13, See Chapters V11l and X,
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union with the Methodist and Congregatlonal Churches, and that
in view of these churches veing willing to entertain such
proposals, an attempt be made to find a basis of doctrine and
of polity for such union."l4 These nogotlations have been
attempted off and on ever since and again in 1918 Dr. Erwin
made another attempt15 to get‘something definite done. The
1dea, howsever, has been droped apain, and for the present
there does not seem much likelihood of anythin; being done.

Another of Dr. Erwin's ihterests was the establishment of
a Presbyterian College for boys. The first mention of 1t was
madg in 1908 when a committee was set up to draw up regulations
with the result that a College was opened in March 1917 in
St. Andrew's Manse which had been given up for that purpose,
the school grew, a 1arger‘house and property were needed, and
the school was moved out to its present slite on Papanul Road,
For many years Dr. Erwln has been Chairman of the Doard of
Governors, and he also acied as Chaplain till his retirement
in 1923,

Another Important work that 1s being carried out within
hthe Christchurch Presbytery, 1s the Youth Work of the Présbyw
terian Church of New Zealand. In 1920, at the General Assemol
the Rev. R.M. Ryburn, then minister of S5t. Andrew's Church, as
Convener of the Youth Committee, brought forward the following
proposgsalgs=

14, Presbytery Minutes, 9th PFebruary 1904,
15. Presbytery Minutes, 4th May, 1918.
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(1) That for the management and co=ordination of the Youth
Work of the Church, there should be electsd:

(a) a Director of Youth Work.,

(b) a Sunday School Travelling Secretary.

{({c) a Bible Class Director.

(d) a Bible Class Travelling Secretary.
(11) That the Youth Directorts duties should be:=

(a) The visiting of Presbyteries, Sunday School Unlons,

and congregations on behalf of the Youth Workj

(b) The arrangement and dirsction of conferences and

Teachera'! Training work:

(¢) The counsel and assistance in the selection and pre=-

paration of lessons and syllabuses;

(¢) The management of an office consolidating Sunday

School and Bible Class work.
(111)That further appointments be left to the Youth Committee,
to make when deemed advisanle,
(iv) That the headquarters of the Youth Work and Committee
should be in Christchurch,.
(v} That in the meantime, the Bible Class sectlon of the Youth
Committes In Wellington, should continue to control the agent
or agents of Bible Class work as hltherto.
(vi) That the Rev. J.C. Jamleson be appointed Diractor.le

The first five of these proposals were agreed toj but the

16, Presbytery Minutes, 11lth August 1920,
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position of Director of the Youth Work was unanimously offered
to Mr. Ryburn, and on St. Andrew's placing no obstacle in the
way of his accepting the position, though expressing regret at
losing their minister, he become Director from 1921.

An office was set up In a central position of Christchurch
In conjunction with the Presbyterian Social Service Assoclation
officeiv, and the proposals for the most part have been
carried oug. During 1922, Mr. Ryburn travelled through
Australia, Creat Britaln, the United States and Canada
studying the various Youth movewents, so that the New Zealand
movement might profit by the most up=-to=date ideas and plans.
The venture has been fully justified by its success, and the

work connected with the office is increasing every year.

17. Ses Chapter X.
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Chapter Vill, BUD.

We must now look at some of the outgrowths of Presby=
terianism, eand among the most important of thess 1s the place
given to education. The development of man through a well
disoipiined intellect and character has always been on#of the
principles of Presbyterians. By granting the laity the fullest
representation 1n ecclesiastical courts, the aim of Presby-
teriaﬁism has bseen the enlightenment and elesvation of the
masses, and the bequest of civil and religlous liberty to all.

When Knox started his work of Reform in Scotland, the
people, especially in the Hishlands, were of a lower intellect
and character than the people of England. A hundred years
later, though, the position was reversed. The Scotsman now led
in quality of character and mental ability, and since then has
kept his place in the forefront of much of the world's progress.

Knox's plan was to zet up a school in every parish, to ine
st1l the elemsnts of education into the minds of all young
peopley and he was most emphatlc that instruction in the Word
of God should have a prominent place. Then in every town of
importance, secondary schools should be set up offering a very
liberal curriculum. Students from these would then pass on to

the Universitles, thus making the system of education complete,
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Knox must haye been of the same mind as Ruskin who sald,
"Educatlion does not mean teaching people to know what they do
not know, it means teaching to behave as they do not behave.”
Knox saw beyond the mere galn of knowledge, and his system has
affected practically the whole of the Protestant world in
sscuring education for the young of all classes, and a highly
cultivated order of ministers for the help of older pesopls,.

nox's system has been worked on to & great extent in New
Zealand, ‘Yhen Mr. iraser took up his work here at St. Andrew's
education always played a prominent part in his policy. An
Act passed by the Canterbury Provineial Government granted
subsidies to the various denominations for educational purposes.
Mr., fraser took advantage of this and a school room was built
on the church property and b ecame known a 8 the Christchurch
Academy. In the other districts where Mr. Fraser presached he
encouraged schools to bes established, and soon the Peninsula,
Lyttelton, Kalapoi and Lincoln could boast of their own
primary schools,

On the Peninsuld, Mr. Fraser found a w rthy supporter in
Mr. Ebenezer Hay. Ever since he had settled at Plgeon Bay, he
found that ons of his chief difficultles was the education of
his children., "After the Canterbury Settlement Mr, and Mrs,
Hay, who had long realised their isolatlon in regard to.
educational and religlous matters, spared no trouble to secure

an efflclent tutor, ===--= On making his application, Mr., Hay
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was told 'The teachers brought out by the Ca terbury Age
sociation are for the children of the Church'! and on condition
of his joining the Church of England and having his c¢hildren
baptised, he should have onﬁﬁl

As thls was a very unsatlsfactory state of affalrs, Mr,
Hay consulted Mr. Frager, and on his advice wrote to Dr. Bonar,
Convener of the Colonial Committee, asking him to send out a
fully qualified teacher. In the meantime he built a school on
his own land. The first man sent out was hardly a success,
but when Mr, J.W, Glllespie arrived in 1859 he proved to be a
man of eculturs, and a great acqulsitlion to the pioneers., His
system of teaching was that of the Scottish parish sch0012;
and proved most successful., It compared, at this time, quite
favourably with Christ's College (the Anslican school in
Christchurch).

Mr. CGillespie, however, died & year and a half after he
reached New Zealandy but during that time he had done a great
deal in the advancemsnt of education in Canterbury;

Mr. Bonar being applied to, again sent out in 1861 an

excellent teacher in ths person of Mr, Witzgerald. Under his

1. Mrs, Hay's "Annendale"., Page 129. ,

2. "The curriculum was English and commercial, as is the rule
of present day grammar and high schools, the purpose being to
make pupils intelligent readers, good writers in English com=-
positlon, and accurate arithmeticians. As an aid to the better
comprehension of the English language and the study of other
modern languages, Latin was taught, but occupled a secondary
place a8 a means to an end = not an end in itself. French was
also taught, and for discipline in logical thought mathematics
was depended on." Mrs. Hay: Page 182,
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management the numher of the puplils in the Pigeon Bay Academy
inecreased greatly. DBoarders came from all over Cam terbury and
even from Timaru and Wellington. The school was enlarged and
for some years enjoyed the reputation of being the best school
"in Canterbury,

Mr. Fitzgerald indeed proved to bs a godsend and Canterbury
owes a great deal educationally to his energy. When we cone-
sider the advantages of our present system of free edﬁcation,
we cannot glve too much credit to the man who did so much to
simplify and advance the causs of education In Canterbury
before he went to Otago. Mr. FitBperald stayed six years at
Pigeon Bay. Thence he set up & large boardlng school in
Oamaru, later becoming rector of the Dunedin Training College,
end finally Inspector of Public Schools in Otago. The fol—
lowing 1s an extract from a private letter, dated 3lst
December 1899, from the Honoui&ble W, Rolleston who did much
for the advancement of education in New Zealand, concerning the
settlers of Pigeon Bay. "The education given by Mr. Fltzgerald
was of courss of a higher order than that glven in the
ordinary schools which had grown up elsewhere under the heads
of the religlous denominations, e=--~Thereis no part of
New Zealand where the old settlers have stuck so tenaciously
to their first homes as eolonists; and they possess a dilse
tinctive character which the Influx of population has never

yet destroyed., I wish theilr history, and the stories which
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5
11lustrated that history, could be re=produced.”

Meanvhile iﬁ Christehuroh, owing to Mr. Fraser's untiring
energy, the Academy was enlarged to & three-roowmed build;ng.

A suitable site in Lincoln Road was obtained, and the 5§ilding
was drawn to its new position on rollers, thus creating & great
sensation especlally for the children. Secondary education

was now provided to supply the want of a more commercial
education than that afforded by Christfs College, the teaching
of which was on too classical lines for many of the boys. This
venture proved very successful for a whiley and a boarding
establishment was get up in connection with it. Pupils came
even from Dunedin and the North Island to benefit by the
liboeral curriculum.

The Subsidy Act, however, was proving inéufficient. The -
Presbyterians received about £1SGO which had to be shared
amongst thelr numerous schools., As the new High School was not
endowed, it soon had a hard strugsle for exlstence. To save
it, Mr. Fraser voluntarily, and without remuneration, took the
higher classes for several years, but in 1874, the school had
to be glven up and sold. It ig now the West Christchurch
District High School, and in the grounds are two oaks planted
by Mrs. Deana and Mr., Fraser to commsmoraie fhe marralge of the
Prince of Wales, Albert HEdward, father of the present King,

Although St. Andrew's gave up the school, it had done a

groat work which was much needed, and can claim being the

36 MPSQ Hay: Page 194¢
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originator of the present High School. Mr. Praser still cone
tinued to take a great interest in education, Although he had
no chlldren of his own, he was always very fond of them and
selzed every opportunity of advgcating the claims of education.

He also showed great interest in higher education, being
lecturer én English for the Canterbury Colleglate Union vhich
preceded Canterbury College, and vhen the 1atter was
- established, he was a member of the original Board of
Governors, from 1873 to 1886, To show the esteem in which Mr.
Fraser wégiheld, "L year or two before the end of his pastorate
in St. Andrew's, the late Mr, Tancred, then Chancellor of the
Uniyersity, pald a compliment to Mr, Fraser’silearning and
atbtainments by asking him to take his place and deliver the‘
address to the students of that vear. This he did very
successfully."4

In South Canterbury, too, the Presbyterians book a leading
part in education, especlally Rev. G. Barclay who has been
desceribed as a walking encyclopaedia. Mr. Dickson, writing
about 1900, says there was scarcely a school house or teacher's
residence. In all\South Canterbury that Mr,. Barclay did not
have a hand in building, nor a bye-law of' the South Ce terbury
BEducation Board he had not a share in framing. He seemed to
have the whole working of primary education at his finger tips.
He helped the remotest country district? and always did his

4, MNMrs. Deans: Page 14,
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bast to keep schools under prbper control, He fought many a
battle on behalf of secohdary{education'and the Distriet High
School of Waimate owes 1its ori%in‘to his unflaggngeffortsg'
He had a worthy follower in the Rev, W. Gillles who set the
Timaru High School on its feet. "As to the Timaru High School,
it was born and cradled in a storm of virulent opposition, and
Reve Wo Glllies had the honour of piloting 1t to a safe haven 1in
1880, and for some time acted as chalrman of 1its filrst Board,
rejolcing in the triumph over jealousy and Yalse parsimony he
had achieved."

In regard to higher educatlon, Canterbury College was
founded in 1873 by an ordinance of the Provincial Council. But
the Presbybterians soon found the need of some sort of
theological tralning for those gtudying for the minlstry. In
1872, Mr. ¥raser moved that & Theological College be established
in Canterbury. It was agreed to overture the Assembly on thils
point.6 |

The overture lapsed, however, till Mr. Fraser made another
attempt in 1876, He moved that owing to the difficulty in
getting enough ministers out here for the work, and as there
wag little prospect of joining with Otago for a Divinity Hall,
that permission be gilven for the training of students at |
Centerbury College, a part of the New Zealand University, in a
theolbgical coursao? This lapsed again, to be revived by Dr.
5 Rev. Dickson: Page 321,

6+ Presbytery Minutes, 3rd Descemver 1872.
7. Presbytery Minutes, 12th October 1878.
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Elmslie in 18?78, and again by Mr. Fraser later in the same
yearga

In 1878 a scheme was brought forward insaisting on divinity
studénts taking an Arts course firét, and then being afterwards
tutored by ministers in the'theologioal subjectslo. It was
not till the Union of the_northérn and southern churches In
1901, that the Otago Theological College was recognised as the
Divinity Hall for the Presbyterlan Church of New Zsaland,

Mention should here bs made of the Sunday Schools., Very
often, in the early days, there were Sunday Schools In a
district long before a church was bullt, It was quite common
for the bullding used for a day school through the week to be
used as a Sunday School on Sundays, and as a church on the
occasions when a minister was wvigiting that district. After
Mr. Fraser was settled in Christchurch, he sent home for school
teachers, and many of these took the Sunday Schools on Sunday;
atd as in the case of Mr., J.D. Ferguson of Lyttelton, e ven
officiated at Church services.

As the number of Sunday Schools 1lncreased a committee was
appointed in the Presbytery to confer with teachers and to
establish new schools. DBy 1879 a system of examination was
put into practice. In 1882, the Assembly agreed that the
Shorter Catechlism should be taught in every school, and a
8s Presbytery Minutes, 8th March 1877.

9. Presbytery Minutes, 13th July 1877.
10. Presbytery Minutes, 9th May 1878,
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11
uniform scheme of lessons was prescribed for all schools &
Ten years later, in the Christehufoh Presbytery two hundred and
twenty-seven sat in the examination of Catechism, one hundred
and thirty-one for Scripture, and twenty-three for an Essayig.

The number of schools and pupils increased rapidly, and in
the statiasties for 1906, there is record of forty=five Sunday
Schools in the Presbytery wlth a total membershig of two
thousand eight hundred and ninetye-nine scholarsld.

For those who became too old for Sunday School, several
ministers held Bible Classes, and one of thess conducted by
Dr. Elmslie at St, Paul'sz, helped to found the Bible Class
movement of today.

For many years Dr. Elmslie held his Bilble Class on Tuesday
nights. The members were usually older than the average Blble
Class member of today and the minister did the largses majority
of the work, taking up subjects which were mostly theologlcal,
But towards the end of ths eighties tha Christian Endeavour
Movement (an inﬁardenbminational schem for youny psople)
seomed Lo break up these classses and the old form of a Bible
Class gradually disaeppeared.

In 1891, the Senior Boys' Class in St. Paul's Sunday
School was without a teacher and Mr, E.D. Johnsonvvaa agsked to
taeke charge of 1t. The ages of the boys ranged round about
eighteen and even oldser., After some consideration, NMr. Johnson
11. Presbytery Minutes, 11th May 1882,

12, Presbytery Minutes, 14th September 1892.
13, Presbytery Minutes, 9th November 1906.
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agreed to teke the class on condition that he had complete

- econtrol of it; and that he aloné was responsible to the church
for its eonduct, Nominally, it was & part of the Sunday School
but they met separately and it soon become more than a Sunday
School class.

Mr, Johnson, from the beginning, introduced a co-operative
syétem. Officers were elected and a committes ran the affalrs
of the class. A syllabus of subjects for dlscussion was drawn
up, and Mr. Johnson helped the members by lending and suggesting
books for readinge. For sowme time the papers given were
practically transcriptions from the books and very little
original work was donej but the seeds were being sown for the
present system.

About 1895 or 1896, the class recelvsd several new members
from the North Island, saswmongast whom was Mr. A, Mitchsll who in a
short while became secretary. He had come from Wellington and
surprised the St. Paul's class by telling them of a similar
class which had been carrlied on for éome years at St. John's
Church, Wellington. So interested were the members in fhis<$her
class that when Mr, Mitchell suggested that the St., John's
class be asked to coms to spsnd Easter in Christchurch, the
idea was taken up enthusiastically with the result that in
Easter 1898, the Wellington class cams to Christchurch and was
billeted with the St. Paul's people., The two classes held a

football and cricket matech and on the Sunday a special meeting
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and service wers held.,

The followlng year, the visit was returned, and St. Paul's
class spent a very enjoyable Easter in Wellingbon. In 1900,
instead of billeting, a camp was held in Richmond Park, Christ=
chureh, and thils proved to be the first of a very long and
unbroken series of Easter Camps for Young Men's Bible Classes,
Representatives from other classes besides St. Paults and St.
John's were there: but it was left for the next year at
Titahl Bay, Wellington, for the first ideas of a Union to be
considered, WNothing definite was settled, but the following
year, 1902, at Wainoni, Christchurch, when representatives
from Auckland and Dunedin were also present, 1t was declded
that & Bible Class Unlon should be formed.

It is only fair, here, to put in a word for the Christe
church class, S8t. John's c¢class, Wellington, is always looked
on ag the originator of the Bible Class movement) but sirely
the honours should be divided, for although St. John's class
started before St. Paults, yet St. Paul's was launched without
the slightest knowledge of another such class, and 1t was
through the Invitation of St, Paul's that, in the end, a Union
came to be discussed and later consummated,

Meanwhile, other classes had been forming in Christchurch.
The first offspring of the St. Paul's class was ons started in
connection with Knox Church. Mr. A. Cree, a Knox boy, had been

attending Mr, Johnson's class, and on March 3rd 1901 he and Mr,
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W. Mitchell started a class of their own. The membership was
small for some years, but the idea gradually took root and a
fairly strong class was bullt up.

Either that same year or in the beginning of thé next, a
similar class was started at St. Andrew's by Mr. W.F. Hilson,
whose place was shortly taken by Mr. R. Nairn as leader; but in
" those early years, the St. Andrew's class was nevery very strong.

On April 23rd 1902, at the suggestion of Mr. T.W. Resse,
an energetlic member of St. Paul's clasg, a class was started at
St. Peter's with Mr., J. Stout as leader. It started with a
membership o twelve but within the next five or six years it
was ovér fi1fty stronge b first it usad‘to meet in the back
of the church, but, ag Mr. Stout says, "growing pains set 1in so
acutely" that a bullding scheme was formulated, wasg approved
of, and became an accomplished fact in a very short time, The
rooms built were financed and bullt almost entirely by the
members themselves.

" All these classes adopted the gsame organisation as that
of Mr, Johnsonts class. They were run by thelr committees, and
the leader was merely there to lead, The constilitution w rked
out and adopted by the original St., Paul's class 1s practically
the constitution of the Bible Class movement of New Zealand
today,

In 1903, the Union appointed lMr., J.C. Jamieson as Tx*aveliihg

Sec¢retary, and his work was to visit all classes, to stimulate
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Interest in the movement, and to help in the formation of new
classes, A truly missionary spirit gripped the classes in
thoss days, and their aim became to establish a Bible Class in
connection with every churéh. Groups of two or three from the
clty classes would go out to the country districts, and soon
Bible Classes appeared everywhere, and thqycame to remain.

So far the movement had been only in connection with
young men's classes; but about 1905 or 1906, a young vomen's
movemenf started too, and amongat the first classes to be thus
formed was one at St. Davyid's, set on foot by Mrs. Murray, wife
of the Rev, C., Murray, and a few months later a young men's
class followsd sult.

From Christmas 1906 to New Year 1907, a Summer Conference
was held for Sunday School teachers and Bible Cliass members,
This Summer Camp has been held annually ever since, but is now
nearly wholly for Bibleée Class members.

At the 1907 Addington Easter Camp, Christchurch, the
movement received a great impetus in interest for foreign
missions, by the presence of Dr. J. Kirk who is now a missionary
in China, This interest did not lapse and at the present time
the Bible Class movement supports four missionaries; the
yqung'men, the Rev. He Davies, Canton, and the Rev. W.M. Ryburn,
India, and the young women, Nurss Arnold, India, and Sister

Dorothy in the North Island Maori Mission.
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Thus 1t cannot be saild that the Presbyterian Church of
Centerbury has neglected the principles of Knox in the
education of the young, elther from a secular or religious
point of view; but has rather shown the way in many points to

the churches of the other provinces in New Zealand,
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Chapter 1X. LEAF.

In treating the history of the Presbyterlian Church in
Canterbury we must not overlook the financial state of affalrs
We have already noted how the funds for the building of St.
Andrew's were ralsed, Tho response was most satisfactory, as
was the case also in wmost of the other churches established in
thoss early years, DBut this casual method of ralsing funds
could not last, and with the formatlion of the Presbytery came
organlsation in finance,

One of the first sources of incows to the Presbytery was
the Addingbon Cewetery., “hen Cantsrbury was settled in 1850,

. the Government provided separate burial grounds for Roman
Catholics, Anglicans and Dissenters. The Presbyterian section
of the community, howsver, hardly cared to enrol under any of
these classes. [or a while they used the Anglican Cemetery,
but when it came to be consecrated by a Bishop, the practice
of burial there with & Presbyterian burial service was dls-
allowed.

To save further trouble, In 1858, St. Andrew's congregation
secured five acres of land in Addington to be set apart for

use as & public burial ground. It was vested in trustees and
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i1s still under the care of St. Andrew's Church. "Allotments,
in aecordance with & plan of the cemetery, now in the hands of
the minlster of St. Andrew's Church, can be secured at the rate
of five shillings per‘square~yard, from this date up to 3ist
December 1859, after which the price will be increased."

"The ground is, and will continue to be, open tovpersons
of any relizlous community, and to the performance of any
religious service at the burial, not contrary to public
decency and good order.”1

If any revenus was derived from the Cemetery, it waes, by
Deed of Trust, to be expended as followsge
(1) To purchase bullding sites for rellgious purposes in
Canterbury |
(11) To relieve well-ascertalinsd cases of distress amongst the
members of St. Andrew's,

(111)To aid in the erection of any bulldings ror purposes
gpocifisd by (1), |

As soon as the Presbytery was definitely formed, the need
for some provislon for the bullding of manses was recognised;
so & Manse I'und Committee was appolnted by Presbytery, and
after due deliveration the following stipulations wére drawn
upt-

(11) That net less than £400 should be raised for each Manse,

1. Lyttelton Times 24th December 1858,
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one half at least by the congregation of the district, and the
rest by the Committes.
(111) Tha! the case of Kaiapol be the first taken up and

supported.

(v) That all plans and specifications, with the detsrmination
of sites, be submitted to the Preébytery for approval, ac- .
cording to the Invariable practice of the Presbyterian Ghurch.b

Shortly afterwards, in 1867, 1t was deemed expedient to
originate a General Church Fund for the Presbytery of Canterbury
the objéct of which was to secure a competent Ilncome for the .
officiating minister of the Church, and for extending operations
of a Home Misslion character. The améunt of comtribution from
each charge would be in proportion to its membership and
financial positions. The whole scheme, however, had to be
withdrawn owlng to the general disapproval of congr*egations°

Ten years’later, a similar idea came to light in the form
of a Sustentatlon Fund. All congregations were required to
contribute to 1t what they could, and out of the total, an
equal dividend stipend would be pald to each minister. The
minimum dlvidend declded on was £250 per amnum, payable in

4
quarterly instalments .

2, Presbytery Minutes, 13th April 1864.
3. Presbytery Minutes, 9th October 1867.
4, Presbytery Minutes, 8th November 1877.
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This Sustentation Fund was upheld for a good many years;
but it was not an unqualified success. Some of the larger con-
@regations did not likavpaying out more than they recelved
baok; and some of thé sualler charges paid 1n less than they
ghould have, and thus drew out more than tﬁey put in. In 1905,
Reve J, McKenzie moved that a Central FMund for the support of
the Gospel ministry should be formed under the administration
of a commiftee appointeé by the General Assembly. About the
Sustentation Fund Committee, he says:= "Your committee are not
satisfied. that 1t has been proved tha® this method of providing
for the support of the ministry is best sulted to the needs of
thils Church. They suggest that the Association should consilder
the questlon whether or not the idea of a Central Fund should
be mainﬁainad."s

Thus the Sustentation Scheme was dropped in Canterbury,
though it 1s yet adhered to in the Synod of Otago and Southiand.

_The other funds of the church are general, bvelonging to
the Presbyterlan Church of New Zealand, and are in no way '
peculiar to Canterbury., In 1907, the amalgamation of the
Widows and Orphans IMund and the Aged and Inflirm PFund into the
Beneficlary Fund was aocomplisheds. To thils every minister of
the New Zealand Church pays so much yearly. He may never make
use of itj but 1t is available i1f necessary. Later, in 1909,

a beneflclary wheme for women workers was added, whereby on

5. Presbytery Minutes, 8th August 1905.
6. Presbytery Minutes, 13th August 1907,
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retirement at the age of sixty years on the production of a
necessary medical certificate, assistance would be granted.?

Also, a New Century Fund was started by collections from
all congregations for the purpose of granting‘loans to assist
in church and manse building, at a small rate of interest.

Although the Presbyterian Church in Canterbury has never
been largely endowed as 1t has in other provinces, yet mention
must be made of s ome legacles which have helped the church
financially.

In 1886, by the late Mr. James Gillesple's Wills, £400
was to. be invested, after the death of Mrs. Glllesple, the
intareét of which suan was to be pald to the minlster for the
time bein; of Pigeon Bay.g

In 1909, the late Mr. Gordon McConnel left £1600 to the
Wailkarl Church,

(1) £1000 to be invested in a fres-hold security,
(11)  the income of which was to be added to the minister's
stipend; and
10
(i11) £600 to go towards general funds.

In 1913 the late Mr. David Wilson bequeathed £3100 in all
to the various funds of the New Zealand Church. The Canterbury
funds wﬁich benefited were:-

7. Presbytery Minutes, 10th August 1909,
8, Mr, Gillesple was the father of the successful teacher at
the Pigeon Bay Academy.

9, Presbytery Minutes, 9th March 1886.
10. Presbytery Minutes, 9th February 1909.
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(1) The Church Extension Fund in Canterbury, Nelson, Marle
borough, and the North Island « £350.

(11) The Wailkar! Church « £150.

(111) The Ashburton Church Bullding Fund - £100,

(iv) The Presbyterian Social Service Assoclation in Christe

i1
church = £850,

11, Presbytery Minutes, 12th March 1913,
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Chapter X. FLOWER.

In 1862, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
of New Zealand decided to take up Foreign Mission work in the
New Hebrides, It was some years later bafore a misslionary was
found; but ever since then, Forelgn Mission work has been
carried on under the control of the General Assembly. Thus,
although the varlous Presbyteries supply misslonaries and the
funds nécessary to malntain the work, yet no one Presbytery
has any Foreign‘Mission schems under 1ts direct control. The
same applies to the Maori Mission, too. So, in this part of
Church wrk, the Christchurch Presbytery has played no con
spicuous part. |

We have already dealt with the growth of Home Mission
stations% Whenever a district wished for church services, yet
was unable to support a fully qualified minister, a Home
Migslon station was established., The Home Mlissionary sent to
take up work there, although not a qualifled minlster, had‘had some
theological training, and a great work has besn done by these
men in out-lying districts whers Presbyterian families arse

widely sgcattered.

1. .See Chepters V, Vi, Vii,



91,

Towards the end of the elghties, the Rev. W, Douglas, who
left Akaroa in 1881 to take up wrk in Hokitika, pressed the
Assembly to start a Chinese Mission in Westland. There were
about two thousand Chinamen scatterod up and down the West
Coast about this time, and absolutely nothing was being done
for them by the Ghufch. The Assembly appoidted a committee,
but owing to the fallure to obtain a suitabléxman to carry on
the work, the matter was dropped,

In February 1896, the executive of the Canterbury
Christian Endeavour Uniong, whose president at this time was
the Reve. R, Erwin D,D., decided to take up this matter and to
try to get the services of a catechist for the Chinese. They
were successful, and in September of the same year, Mr, Daniel
Lem Sheok Kec was welcomed to his worké. He seems to havs
been a very vigorous and attractive young man, and did a fine
work emongst his countrymen on the West Coast., The Christilan
Endeavourers of Canterbury ralsed most of the money for his
support, and were helped by the Westland Union to the extent
of £20 & year, This Chinese Mission, however, was glven up as
thae Christian Endeavour movement declined, and ultimately in
the Presbyterlan Church at least, the Bible Class movement
took its place. o

The only other outstanding Home Mlission work was that done
by the Reve., A, McNeur on the Central Ridges. In 1919, a monetary

2, See Chapter V111,
3. "The New Zealand Endeavourer"” Monthly Magazine, Nov, 1896,
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gift was offered to the Presbytery to support eithér a minister,
student, or probationer to ltinerate along the baokbone ridges
of thé South Island, to carry the Gospel to the miners in

thelr camps, the shepherds in their huts, to ploneer farmers

in lonely homes in the backblocks, and to all who were too far
removed from established piaces of worship4. Mr. McNeur
carried on thes work for five years and became welleknown and
welcomed to all the lonely homes from one end of the Alps to
the bther.

Although having no Forelign Mission policy of her own,
Canterbury played a leading part in the formatlion of the
Presbyterian Women's Misslonary Union, which 1s a live factor
in the Church of New Zealand today.

In the early days, some work seems to have been dons for
~the New Hebrides Mission but no definite records have been
left.,

However, when the Rev. and Mrs, Watt returned to New
Zealand on furloggh in 1891 after twenty-two ysars work in the
Islands, enthusizgﬁ for missions was greatly stimulated, aﬁd
systematic work begap to be done. In 1894 a Presbyterian
Women's Missionary Assocliation waa formed in Christchurch
through the agency of Mrs, Cairns, Ballarat, Victoria, who told
of a similar movement in Australia., The object was that work
for women missionaries should be done by women, and that

branches gshould be formed iIn sach congregation. This latter

4, Presbytery Minutes, 9th July 1919
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part did not seem possible at firgt and it was decided to hold
monthly meetings for mlssion education and iInstruction,

-In 1902, the Assembly's Forelgn Mission Committee wrote
asking that the Association should be brought into closer
touch with all congregations in the Presbytefy, and suggested
that a Union should be formed on the lines of the Victorlan
one, Dunedin had already done so in 1896 and this had proved
8 great success. The co-operation of the Presbybery was sought
and in the same year the Presbyterian Women's Mission Union of
Centerbury and Westland was formed, having ten bbanches? which
“iIncreased to fourteen in 1903.

In connectlion with this, in 1903, the late Mrs. Venables of
Christchurch formed & Maori~Mission Birthday League which was
soon taken up by all Presbyterian Women's Mission Unions. Her
aim was to increase interest in and to seéure heip for work:
amongst the Maoris, She set out to obtain thirty thousand
members vwh o would pay one shilling on their birthday, and so
sugment the Mmori Mission Funds by:£1500 veavly. This amount
has not been reached yet, but the League has spread and
secretarles have been a??@inted In verious churches to collect
the birthday contfibution. By 1912 the League was able to
rellieve the Aséembly's Maorl Misslon Committee of the support
of Sister Alison wio was appointed representative of the
Maori Mission Birﬁhday League. Mrs. Venables remained General

Secretary right up till her death last year.
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In 1905, it was decided to hold an annual conference at
the same time as the (General Assembly. All the Unlons in New
Zealand joined. It was decided to try to form a Presbyterian
Women's Mission Union in each congregation. Then representa-
‘tives from the Unions in a Presbytery would form a Presbyterial
Agsociation, and representatives from these would go to the
Anngal Conference. By 1917, there<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>