




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Four Avenues that she felt were necessary to its long-term survival.

The Director's disparagement of Four Avenues' educational philosophy as the ““free choice’

b4

mentality of some of our so-called ‘alternatives’ also did little to endear her to many
coordinators at Four Avenues (Director, 1993). However, to blame her for the closure of Four
Avenues in 1993 is to give too much credence to the accusations against her. On the part of
those who vehemently opposed her, there was an equal disparagement of her suggestion that
Four Avenues needed to change if it was to remain in the state education system and have a
continuing relationship with Hagley Community College. One of the major issues at stake for
those who opposed the Director was Four Avenues' identity as an alfernative in the education
system. The changes the Director and the Hagley Board wanted to see signalled the virtual
elimination of that identity for many individuals at Four Avenues. Four Avenues would
become the kind of mainstream high school which they feared and loathed; it would become
the mainstream “other” many at Four Avenues had historically defined its “alternativeness” in

opposition to. Hence, the strong sense of what Four Avenues' identity consisted of was what

eventually threatened Four Avenues' place in the state education system and led to its closure.

This thesis has spoken of Four Avenues as embodying the hope that it would provide a form
of education that was qualitatively from other state high schools. For 18 years Four Avenues
succeeded in doing that. However, it was the fear on the part of many at Four Avenues that
their school would no longer sustain this hope under the changes the Director and Hagley
wanted to introduce in the early 1990s. It was this fear, this thesis claims that led to Four

Avenues' demise in 1993.

Conclusion

This conclusion has returned to the problem raised in the introductory chapter of this thesis:
how Four Avenues' place in the education system was maintained and threatened for 18-years.
For purposes of summary, this chapter has framed that problem in terms of how Four
Avenues' place in the education system was maintained and threatened over time. In framing
the problem in this way, this conclusion has highlighted three features of Four Avenues’
history that have been discussed extensively in the preceding chapters: Four Avenues'
relationship to wider political events and circumstances, Four Avenues' relationship to Hagley

High School, and issues surrounding Four Avenues' philosophy and identity. This chapter has
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concluded, first, Four Avenues' ability to survive in the education system for 18-years was
aided by the fact that political events and circumstances were often favourable towards it.
Four Avenues started in 1975 because of a Labour government and Minister of Education that
were favourable to its establishment. Four Avenues was also re-established in the mid-1980s
because of the election of a Labour government and Minister of Education favourable to it.
Yet Four Avenues' dependence on favourable political circumstances made it vulnerable in the
sense that it was largely dependent throughout its history on the goodwill of whatever

government happened to be in power.

Second, this chapter has shown that Hagley High School/Hagley Community College played
an important and crucial role in Four Avenues' remaining in the education system for 18 years.
The school would not have opened in 1975 if the Hagley Board of Governors had not been
willing to accept the Chippenham proposal as part of Hagley. Moreover, it was Hagley's
support that enabled Four Avenues to continue operating as a school in 1984. This thesis has
shown that Hagley was beneficial to Four Avenues as long as organisational separateness
practically existed between the two schools. Yet when this situation changed at two points in
Four Avenues' history, the goodwill and mutual support between the two schools was not as

extensive as media portrayals often suggested.

Thirdly, this thesis has shown the high level of commitment on the part of many members
of Four Avenues to their school's philosophy (or at least, a particular understanding of it)
provided Four Avenues with a high degree of resilience as an organisation over 18 years. It
made many at Four Avenues willing to fight for the continuation of their school and the
ideals they felt it embodied. Nevertheless, this high level of ideological commitment also
threatened the survival of Four Avenues at times. This happened in the early 1990s where
the readiness of many to defend their understanding of Four Avenues' identity in the face of
what they saw as challenges to it from the Director and Hagley Community College led to
Four Avenues' eventual closure. Four Avenues was a pedagogical hope this thesis has
concluded; and it was a hope that was sustained for 18 years. It was the fear this hope
would longer continue under the changes the Director and Hagley Community wanted to

implement that led to the closure of Four Avenues in 1993.
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APPENDIX

Information Sheet and Consent form for Interview

Participants

University of Canterbury

Department of Sociology and Anthropology

INFORMATION

You are invited to participate as a subject in the research project on Four Avenues School.

The aim of this project is to study the history of the school, looking at the reasons for how it became a

part of the Christchurch educational scene and why it closed in 1993,

Your involvement in this project will involve participating in a one-on-one semi-structured interview
of around 50 minutes. This interview will be audio taped and transcribed into written text. You have

the right to withdraw from the project at any time, including withdrawal of any information provided.

As a follow-up to this investigation, you will have the opportunity to view a transcript of your
interview and suggest any changes or modifications to what you have said before your contribution is
incorporated into the project. Furthermore, before the project is submitted, you will be provided with

the opportunity to read where you are quoted in it and suggest any changes.

The results of the project will be published as an M. A. thesis. A copy will be available at the Central
Library, University of Canterbury and the public at the Central Branch of the Canterbury Public
Library. It may be of interest to those interested in Christchurch history or alternative schooling in
New Zealand. You may be assured of the complete confidentiality of data gathered in this

investigation: the identity of participants will not be published without their consent. The anonymity of
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former students will be maintained. However, because of the public nature of their professional role,

former staff members when quoted or referred to in the project will be identified with their consent.

The project is being carried out in partial fulfilment of a Master of Arts by Paul Whiting under the

supervision of Amold Parr and Lyndon Fraser who can be contacted at a.parr@soci.canterbury.ac.nz

and Lfraser@soci.canterbury.ac.nz. They will be pleased to discuss any concerns you may have about

participation in the project.

The project has been reviewed and approved by the University of Canterbury Human Ethics

Committee.

Paul Whiting

C/o Department of Sociology and Anthropology, University of Canterbury

25 June 2002
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Consent Form for Former Staff

Four Avenues Project
I have read and understood the description of the above-named project. On this basis I agree
to participate as a subject in the project, and I consent to publication of the results of the

project with the understanding that confidentiality of information will be preserved.

I understand also that I may at any time withdraw from the project, including withdrawal of

any information I have provided.
NAME (PLaSE PIIIL): Lttt ettt e e e e e,
Signature:

Date:
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