. UNIVERSITY OF CANTERBURY LIBRARY

PROTECTIMN OF AUTHOR OF THESIS

Consultation of this thesis is subject to the following conflitions:

1. The thesis will be used only in the library/institution which has
requested it,

2. It wiil be consulted for the purpose of research or private study only.

3. Without written permission from the author, it will not be used for any
commercial purpose and no reproductions will be made from it.

4. Due acknowledgement will be made to the author where appropriate,




B e N AL N

HOCKEN LIBRARY
UNIVERSITY OF OTAGO, DUNEDIN. N.Z.

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED
WITHOUT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT




UAIVIRSIT?Y op

NEW  ZEATAND,

LN 2 s
0 0 ®

MoE . eymeuy

=
4 nlIB5T0RY ur - DHi CHATHAM ISLaib3,
By "afloat

Being the “hesis

Me A Examination.

bPresented as

burt  of the




LIST OfF ILLUSTRATIONS.

7gjﬂﬁ? Weltangl Frontlspioece.
] iéj;_ Map Page 6
T Cliffs Te Whariki IR
g iai:" " gketch of Native Bush o9
%‘ 'F%k lsungaoui Hill | "1l
?rw N Awainanga River o1z
% “ ’iA view of the coast : f 19
'0ld lsori Cunoce "84
;ﬁ v  Views of Chutham Islands 28
| Portruit of Moriori = Kuruka g9
. Ropihs - one of the lest of the |
Morioris "33
‘ Lloriori god " »51
- Himitangi " 55

Sehecio Huntii - & tree-groundsel " 58
Cyathades rotusta : "6b
fuku River - Wrensporct of wool vz
Bullock team & sledge "7
A muster "76
Freezing Plant T
Hup ‘ "8

1 a0 vapioom



Y [P N
A v R L
5 Sy

g b SR A T

b e . .

l MA/Z; A—a-/m_fé';a 6
A (7 4/4,{,/ Gr lalie. ok s

Qi gl - He ) pnt mwwf




Sl i

i e e S S

JooQ

Laenal

Vancouver
Cockuyne .

Marshall :

Shand

Skinuner

Cockayne :

Mair

fregeul

Vaux :

Thomson :
Shand
fravers

Best

Thompson

white

von Hsest

Travers

Hemilton

Shand

LIBLIOGRAPHY .

Discovery of Austrelis, Chap. VI, p.l32, 196
2e4d,

Historicuzl Recoras, Vol 11, p. 496

:Voyages, Vol. L. Cliup. V.

Hew Zewlwnd Plants & their Story p. 137
Qcewnia,
loriori People of the Chatham Islunds.

Moriori of the Chatham Islands. lonograph
issued by Dbishop lLuseumn.
Trensactions of Philosophical Institute,
Vol. XXXIV p. R7&
Prunsactions of Philosophical Institute
Vol. III p. 311 ’
" 1Y H
Vol. XXII p. 75

" T "
Vol. VIII p. 4
Vol. XII'é. 237 '
Vol. XXXVII p. 144
Vol. IX p. 15 & 24

Vol. XXXVII p. 156

s
cn
S~
N
\'I

Vol. XVVIII p. 4:
Vol. IV p. 45
vol. XMIX p. 162
Vol. XVIII p. &4
vol. IV p. 554

Vol. XXVI p. 11
Polynesian Journal Vol III p. 76, 1lzl, 189

" " Vol. VII p. 73
L " Vol. VIIL p. 43
L L vol. IV p. 4%, 1lél.




Shand Polynesian Journal. Vol LIX p. 206,
" " WA Vol. I p. 154,
" " " Vol II p.

S. Percy Smith ; v " Vél. I p. 80

J. Rutland " " Vol. IX P. 143

Potts gut ia the Upen (1882) p. 160

Arthur Denty Vol. 496 pt. V. emoris &
lsnchester Litersary

Soclety - Session 1901 - Q2.

S. Percy 3Smith Hewvieeiki

H. 0. HFortes The Chatham Islunds and their

Fortnightly Review, Liay 1893.

: Pavers in Nature, 1893
andersen The Chatham Islands 1882
Hee phy

Hunt

Islands wund Lew Zeelend, 1866

Eritish Colonies, Chap II.

"Press " algust 4th 1924
i fet, 9th 1924
v Feb. 17th 189¢
Cowun Maoris of Hew Zetlund, Chap. XIX
New Zewlend Parliamentsary Detates V. p. 371, (1869)
A ! © VI p. 607.  (1869)
Rusden nistory of Wew Zeelund Vol I pP. 38, 261
" " " " Vol. II p. 587

II

210

02

Proceeuings of
& Philosophicul

Story.

Residence in vurious puarts of Hew Zeslan

Jouraal & spvendix of Legisletive Council p. 69 ( 1868)

d.

swenty-Tive yeurs Rxperience in the Chatham




111

Reeves : The Long White Cloud. p. 299

Appendix to Journuls of House of Represcntaetives - 1868




- PADLE  0F COUTELLS. --

Chap. I. Location & Discovary.
Chap. II 1. Geology of Chatham Islunds

. Physiography of the Chatham Islands.
3. Qcocurrence of 7idal waves - incidents in
the history of the Chatham Islunds.

4, Botany of the Chutham Islands.

Chap. III. Origin of the Loriori.
Chap. IV, The roriori Ruce.
. 1. fTheir physical churucteristics.

2. Morality & Occupatlon.
3. Amusements.

4, Tood and how 1t was procured.

Chap. Ve ' 1. Social Life.

Z e Government.

e Property.

4, soriori dress.

5. loriori ceremonies.

&. Baptism

b, lirriage
c. Deuth & Burial.

6. Religion.
Chap. VI. l. Loriori tuols & wewpons

. QCruoves.

D Carving.




Chsp. VII

Chap. VILI

Chap., IX.

Chap. X

Chap. XI.

nhe Coming of the liwurls Lo the Chathams,

lMigori Dissensions and the "Jean Bart™

incident.

The Ascape of Maori Prisoners from the

Chsthaums.

The first Europesns at the Chatham Islands

the purt played bty the Chathams 1in the

whaling lodustry.
‘ !

Caletration of the Discuvery of the Chathan

'

189z2.

Regular Settlenent of the Chathum Islands,

Scclesiasticul History.
mducation,

Government.

Local government. -
Population &nd its distritution.
Industries.

Forecust




.

PR 3R A

@'
k=

In writing u history of the Chatham Islands the actual

story of wiite settlement seems to bale into iansignificunce

teside that of the occupation bty the Iorioris snd their sub-

-éequent displacement Ly the laoris. The origin of the Mor-

iori ruce is still & delbated question and possitly it will
never be solved for this uafortunate race is now‘extinct

with the excentlon of one pure-tlooded Lioriori, who is now &
very old Iaﬂ- The study of this race however, is still intef—
esting and lnstructive and fucrms an excelleat illustrution of

the 1nfluance of man's eHV1runment on his churacter end how

detrimentul is the effect of long isolation uand lack of com-

petition in olbtuining a livelihood. The licoril invasion of

1835 wnd the nmainteinance of kaorl prisoners wt the island in
1865 form the connecting links with Lev Ze.lund history tut
for the most part though & part of thre Tominion of Nevi Zesland,
the connection has teen compuratively slight even in matter of
asdministration.

This study is wn attempt to trece & connected histori-
cai account of the Chathum Islands up to the present day - a
vork which has not teen done hefgre.

There ar

@

certain difficulties which fuce « student
in & work of this kind. ©The materials on the sutject sre nu-
Lerous tut meny of them are scattored in divers idournsals and

otscure putlicstions Some of which at the bresent time sre not.




ii.

aveiluble. It has teen & common pructice for visitors

to the Islands to write an zccount of their experiences,
together #ith & stort history, on thelir return; tut the
student is obliged to exercise the greatest care in select-
ing from such sources for they are often tased upon ibsuf—
ficient historical duata. Of the actual government and ad-
mihistratipn there is u deacth of muterisals and "reminis-
cénces“ Prove rather vague &nd inaccurate ws to time.

A8 regards the lloriori people there have Leen such
excellent authorities as Shund, 8. Percy Swith, Giltert
linir wand Skinner to draw on.

The story of Pitt Islund is omitied except where
the reférence has Teen incidental. This might make a study
in itself though the early history hés wlreudy bteen vwiritter
( see Hunt's twenty-five yeurs experience in lew Zewlund
and the Chetham Islands.)

The thanks of the writer are due to many people.
for their advice, for providing data or asccess to puklica-
tions; &lsdon Best‘ESQ.. wellington, lr. Skinner, New Ply-
mouth, Rev. Butes, Wellington, Dr. Chilton, Caentertury Col-
lege, liiss Herriott, Canﬁerbury College, Professor Speight,:

Cuntertury College wud ilrs Blyth, Chatham Islands.
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4 HISTORY OF THE CHATHAM ISLANDS.
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Chapter 1.

Location & Discovery.

The Pacific Ocean was first traeversed bty European
pavigators in the first part ofvthe 16th century btut remair
ed unexplored for several cemturiés. Parts were undoubtec
ly vaguely known to whalers tut as we have no record from
them left to us and &s no kind of permanént settlement was
ever atlempted, 1t remained as the unknown oce&an.

The foundation of the London Missionary Society
in 1795 presaged the period of settlement in many of the
islands hitherto known only to casual whalers and explorers
The expansioﬁ of discovery arose out of the efforts of ZEhe-
lish, Dutch and French explorers who, in the interests of
-trade, directed their energies towards investigating the
geography of Austrulia and New Zeuland. The close of the
Seven Yeafs' War (1763) muarks the real teginning of Austra-
lasian development. It is interesting to examine the mo-
tives which lay tehind this activity. Between 1764 and 177
three French and four Eritish expeditions seiled for %he
Pacific all with the ostensitle object of scientific dis-
covery tut with their eyes widely open for possiblé édlon—
iel &nd commercial advantages. The French made numerous

discoveries wnd nominsl adncxations smong the islends of




Polynesia.

Of the British navigators the greatest wes Captain
Jumes Cook, a scilentific seaman whose genius equalled that
of Davis and Hudson in the dis stant past In 1768 with
Sir Joseph Banks and other savants he sailed for Tahiti to
observe the transit of Venus tut after doing this proceeded
to New Zealuna 01rcumnavigating toth islands sang charting
the coasts with remsrkatle accuracy. He then went to Aus-
trulia dnd S0 investigatea the East coast which had not yet
been discovered. . | |

Australia does not appeur to have teen known in the

sixteenth century for contemporury narratives of toth the

Spanish-and Portuguese as well as the uﬂgllbh show no know-

leage of it. Juva was known to them tut nothing south of

Java - it was telieved thaet on the South lay an undiscover-
ed sea with exceedingly dengerous currents. Some mups,
Which showed s telief that there was land to the South, may
te regurded as geographic fomances. It is telieved that
Mendana, g Spaniard, might have discovered Australia .in 1567
and thatTorres Protatly saw Austrulia; a fact asoertalned
from a study of the routes he took tut akout Australis he

remains quite silent. The Dutch, -however, actually discov-

ered Austrulia in 1606 in treir efforts to explore the Sou-

thern coast of jew Guines, Farther exploration tegan in

1616, Leing curried out largely by merchantmen driven out of
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their course on the voyage from the Cape of Good Hops.

Tasman,however, was the greatest explorer- he circumnaviga-

‘tadkAustralia at & great distance from the coast without

‘knowing it and proved its insulér character though he had
not sighted its eastern shore. With the voyages of Tasman
and others exploration of the Pacific ceased until nearly
the end of the century. The Dutch sought for rich trading
lands rather than sites for settlement and as these‘could

not be found in the Pacific they turned their sttention

- northwards.

In 1787 the Pitt kinistry passed an Act authorisiné
the transportation of convicts to Austrelia tut there are
indications that Piﬁt had sometking further at the tack
of his mind. An expediti&n equipped ty the Governmeant was
known to have already sailed for the South Seas. Ceptain
Phillip in command of the first enterprise was given instruc-

tions to annex the entire esstern half of Australia and to

- claim in &ddition &ll adjacent islands. It seems otbvious

that efforts were now teing made to retrieve the loss of )
the American Coionies ty seeking.for new lands in the Pacific..
In 1791 John Vancouver undertook an exbedition in
the records of which the Pacific Occan and the coast of N.¥.
America was cerefully examined and accurately surveyed., This

voyuge Was undertuken bty His hiajesty's commana, principally

,_._.,,?
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" with & view to ascertain the existence of eny navigable

bommunication_between the lorth Pacific and North Atlantic .
Ocesns; and performed in the years 1790, 1791, 1792, 1793,
1794 snd 1795, in the Discovery Sloop of Wa??‘and Armed Tender
Chatham."

The two vessels arrived at Dusky Bay on Nov. 2nd 1791
but teing separatea for several days ty a gale, on the 18th
they de01ued if the winds were favouraktle, to set sail, alone
for hataval Bay, Otahelte. On lov. 22nd the "Chatham" set
sail and shortly sighted the Snures which were"found to be %%
olustef of Barrea Rocks which could not ke inhsbited Tty any-
thing except sea fowl of all kinds of which we saw astonishing]
quantities."

"@grly in the morning of the 29th (Hov.1791) low land

was discovered bearingvby compass N.E. to E.N.E. Accompanied

by-Mr. Johnston the master and one of the mates, we proceeded
towards ﬁhe shore in the cutter. The rocks project a little

at each extremity of the tay; within them we found smooth wa-
ter, and landed upon the rocks on the startoard shore whére

we had first perceived the inhatitants, whe were at this time
on the opposite side but Seeing.uslexamining their canoes, th
hastily ran round to the tuy; on which we retired to the boat

to wait their arrival."
Another account tells how very curious the natives

appesred, and how ready they were to o
_ C ccept
‘ all presents
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tut offered nothing in return, and soon tegan to display hos-
tile intentions. Secing that many were armed with heavy spears
the party took to the Loats again btut as the natives remained
quietly some way off they returned again to the shore,
Lieutenant Eroughton goes on to say "Having reached
the shore without any interruption we displayed the Union flag,
turned & turf snd took possession of the island, which I (Lieu-
.ténanf.Broughton) named Chatham Islands (in honour of the Barl
of Chatham), in the name of His Majesty King George tre Third;
under the presumption of our teing the first discoverers. After

drinking His Majesty's health I nailed & piece of lead to a

tree near the teach, on which was inscrited His Britannic Ma-
jesty's Brig Chatham, Lieutenant #illiam Robert Broughton
Commander, the £9th lov., 1791, And in a tottle secreted nrear

the tree wes deposited an inscription in ILatin to the same

effect.”
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CHaPWiR  II.

Geology of the Chatham Islands.

The group of islands and rocks known collectively as

the "Chuatham Islands™ lies isolated in the South Pacific

Ocean at & distance of 480 miles Rast North'East from Wel-
lington and has an’ erea of 375 square miies; It lies te-
tween the puarallels 43°930" and 440 3Q' south latitude and the
meridian of 175°40' and 157915' west longitude. The surface

. of these islands is hilly btut not mountainous.

The largest memter of the group - Chatham Islands -1is
akout 30 miles in Length and contuing 22£,490 gcres. Yitt
Island, which lies to the south of Chatham Island, is separa-
ted from it Ty Pitt Strait, which is stout fourteen miles in
width. It 1s about eight miles lung and one-and & half wide
containing sktout 15,000 acres. The only other islahds worthy
of note wre laangere and South Bust I[slund esach of ‘which is
atout & mile and a half in leangth. |

fhe Chstham Islands sre of high geologicul interest;

their different formations show that they are closely allied
to New Zesland and also that they telong to & separate axis
the continustion of which will in the course of time no doubt

(1)

te traced north and south. Chatham Island proper is volcanic

in origin &na consists chiefly of tasultic ana doleritic rocks
) von .

(1) Julius/ Haast. Trausssction of u.Z. Philosoplical [nstitute vol I

p. 17







end tufas. The different centres of eruption are marked ty
craterlike cones and around them,and extending from one to
the other, are formed tarriers of marine sands enclosing
tructs of lowland favouratle to the formation of-ﬁeat swamps

Pitt Island is formed of the same‘volcanic rocks tut
it is more hilly and does not present the sane strange aspec:
&S the mainland.

Dr. Cockayne asserts that as protatly the islands hav<§
extended over & much wider ares than 1s now the case, these |
sand barriers must be.of comparstively recent origin., The
tracts of lowland are in tre ndrth and not]in the s uth of
the island though the latter also contains most extensive
deposits of peat.

"The oldest rocks visitle occur nesr Kaingaroa snd
stretch in é West and east direction towards the north—eas—.
tern corner of Chsatham Islsnd" Says Heast"and consist of
micaceous clay slates, silky and of s pale green colour., They§

are traversed ty veins of quartz which has the appearance of

teing auriferous;" tut s. yet no discovery of gold has teen
reported. "Similar rocks occur‘;n our Southern Alps of HeZo,
on the eustern slopes of the lworhouse runge and on the
south-western slopes of kount Cook." fThese rocks stutes

Capteain Hutton must te g portion of an awncient rocky plat-

Tform from which the new volcanic islands arise., The rocks
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of Pitt Island resemble those of the mainland and the occur -
rence of lignite beds overluid ty limestone is particularly
noticeatle. Such teds of limestone also fringe the shores
of the lagoon Te Whangg. Haaéf concludes, "Thus clear evi-~
dence is offered us, that in an early part of the tertiary
period volcsnic action took plsce in this part of the Pacific
Ocean; &and altho' we meet, on the main island, some signé of
the existence of old sedimentary rocks, there is no doubt

that these volcawnic eruptions gave tirth to this archipelago.

Physiography 0f the Chatham Islsands.

In formation Chatham Island is very éurious teing so
irregular in shape. It appesars to consist of three large
peninsulas'joined together in the centre.by & very iarge
lagoon. ‘Were there no Petre Bay the islund,roughly speaking,
would form an issoceles triengle

The general sucrface is low but somewhat undulating
vith occasional hills to relieve the appewrunce of flatness.

The highest land is to ke found on the southern peninsula

wnich presents a more hilly apperrance; ktut the highest point
nameiy the Trig. Station near Te'Amatapu is only 938 feet
atove sea level and Pipitarawai, the highest point of the

main ridge &and watershed of that part of the island, is atout

64 ft. lower. Un one side of this ridge « tableland stretche
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to the sea ending in abtrupt ciiffs in which are cut gorges
Ly the streams which drain this tableland; on the other side
the land slopes gently to the sea coust. These lofty, rugged
surf-lashed cliffs noisy with the cries of innumerable se& -
tirds often rising to five or six hundred feet- they are in-
deed & magnificent sight. Helive tush grows in profusion to
the edge of these cliffs and vwhere they are not so steep
right down to the water's edge. In the south-west of the
Chathsams &re the Horns, two conical-shaped hills almost cov-
ered in tush, often they are the first land sighted by ships
coming to the Island, g
The central part of the island is almost wholly ocecu-
pied by Te Whangs, & salt water lagoon.' In the nortdi:;\&t
eight &nd three quarter iniles wide and is. separuated fbom the
sea bty & narcow str.p of land varying frop & mile and a half
to one quurter of & mile in width. In the west two and s
half to three miles lie tetween it and the sea.broadening to
a little over seven miles where & triangular piece of land
‘projeots into the lgke. 1In the south-east, hovever, nothing
tut & banhk of sand‘éeparateé it from Hanson Bay. As all the
surrounding land is drained ty streams which run into the la—;
goon includiag the Awainangs and Mangaho rivers, its waters
tecome so high that wun outlet must te found; either the la-
goon Ly the force of ifs waters brcaks over the ssnd tank or

1f this does not take pluce the seltlers ars forcew to cut &
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chahﬂel through the sand. For when the lagoon is in flood
much of the low lying land round its murgians,so valuatle for
the greazing of sheep, is covered up; s much as two or three
thousund acres is for the time teing rendered useless.

AS the term 'lagoon' signifies Te Whanga 1s a por-
tion oi the sea cut off from the mein portion ty & barrier of
sand. The water is Trackish buf eels and flouanders atound -
it seems strange that sex flounders cen be procured from Te
Whanga for it is usually regarded &s é large lake. 1Its floon
consists of sund tut in some places of & sandy peaty mud.

The lagoon can ke érossed with perfsct safety &t all times o:
the year, one crossing is to the north snd is sbout four |
miles in length, usually the depth of water does not exceed
three feet; the other crossing is towsrds the south atout
two miies in width‘and is slightly deeper than the northern
ford. OQunly when the lagoon'is in flood is it dangerous to
cross, and even a slight flooa mukes the souther passaée un-
sufe - then it 1s a matter of going round.

Tc Whanga was, until about 1887, inhabited.only ty
wild duck ana numerbus seabirds; trey lived on & luxuriant
weed which grew round the margips of the lagooh and flourish
ed even to where the waterbwas twelve feet in depth. On
this weed grew a small shell fish which provided food Toth
for wild duck and for eels with which the lake simply teemed

N

At arout that time this weed had tecome so dense that it

\
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was only with difficulty thut & boat could te rowsd through
it. In 1887 however a resident brought to the Island four
tlack swans from New Zealsnd with the result that at the
present time they abound almost in millions. In the event
of & severe winter or .hen the lake is flooded these unfor-
tunate birds die in thousands from stervetion. At the
present time they have destroyed most. 0f the weed Whicﬁ be~-
fore their introduction had almost taken possession. Wild
duck, however, are still fairly plgntiful and are forced to
content themselves with the smaller lakes of which there are
many. The eels,once so atundant, are pa:ticularly scarce.
swan shooting is indeed the delight of toth the
visitor and tﬁe resident who are free at all times on the
Chathams from‘shooting regulations and restrictions.

The flatness of the northern and central part of
the iélund 1s relieved by several conical sheped hills, the
chief of which are Xoreako, Wharekaufi and Maunganui, Accordi
ing to Lr. H.d.iravers, who visited the Chathams in 1863,
these were covered with dense native tush tut much of this
has of lute yeurs teen destroygd ty cattle or fires.

Mauvnganui presents one of the most picturesque
sights to the visitor. [t is o rezor-backed hill ending in
sn slmost perpendiculur rocky fuce, which marked with caves

ana fissures emerges from & covering of dense native bush.
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Unfortunately since white settlement this forest has becomse
somewhat sparse and patchy owing to the ravages of cattle
end the inroads of man which usually result:' in laying the

less hardy native growth open to the sea treczes.

The long stretch of coust line varies from low sand‘hil
hills to low rocks and to the high rugged cliffs of the soutl !

The eastern peninsula, like the greater purt of the Island,

is low and unduluating, and consists largely of swampy land
tho' a kelt of bush tends to grow nesrer the sesa coast.

Humerous streams atound everywhere tut only two rise to
the dignity of rivers. LZven these appear to theAinexperien-
ced to te scurcely worthy of the name ofl'rivers‘ tut during
the winter théir waters often rise exceedingly quickly - afte
a few hours rein they &re reging torrents and impossitle to-
cross with any degree of safety. Lany of the lesser streams
t00 éan te, st times, equally dungeroué tut just as they
rise with little warning so do their waters quicily sub-

side.

’

Beys of consideratble size are frequent and occur toth

on the high and low land even vwhere the ground is said to te
ary 1its weter content is usually consideratle. In fact Dr.

Cockayne stutes that except in pluces long cultivated wet !

2y

cound 1s much more comunon thun dry. "

. ‘ \

N, The soil 1o most places congists of peat snd is gg//“/

onsiderstle dep coepa v s g - \X /'T

- \\ ¥ Lth. In pluCGo vnere it is exposed and be_ﬁ ;
@ N -

~

o
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dry it will turn readily &na mey continue to smoulder slow-

. ,
f ly for yeurs. Rosidents know particular pleces where it

has teen turning for'thirty—fiVe yeuars or more. OFf this j
fact lir. fravers says ;- "In several parts of the island
this peut has teen turning &t & consideratle depth telow the
-surface, which when sufficieutly undermined, caves in &and 1is
consumed. I have seen the loose ashes arising from these‘ 1
fires upwurds of thirty feet deep.  Some of the holes &o
formed Qre now covered wiﬁh a dense @ass of vegetation,
others are filled with water; 1in faoﬁ it 1s the opinion of
Mr. Shand thet all the lskes of the island have so origin-
ated. Perhaps this expleins the fact that there are lakes
on the highest part of the islund particﬁlarly in the Tobtac-
co country of the south vest. |

The climate of the iéland is very mild - the sumﬁers
are never very hot und the winters are never very cold -
frosts are only occasionsl while snow is rare. Sea breezes

ever orevall so that thes serenity which is so often the

accompaniment of & mild climate cun seldom be found - the

weather is generally tolsterous and even in fhe summer, rain
is plentiful while in the ivettest season very muéh weter lies
about. Horth-west to South-west winds predominate. On the
whole the climat: is feirly equatle and rather moist. The

. highest reinfull for one yeur is 56.54 inckes in 19yl3, and

sk
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9y inches in 18Y8,though one might have ex-
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pected the rsinfall to be higher than it is low-lying island

A\

in the Ocesan do not ususally have as much reinfall.

Al




. CHATHALL ISLANDS.

EAINFALL.

Highest iwll for oue moailh ... 10,49 inches {kay 1913)

Lowest lall Lor one mouth .o 0.17 " (Feb.1519)
Mean Muntanly snd Aunueld Reiunfull (over w period of 27 years.)

Jaki. Fel. darcen apcil May June July Aug. Sept. Oct.

2.41 2.78 25.07 S.11 4.1 $.52 4.48 3.62 2.62 2.28

Nov. Dec. Anntal.

2.91 .92 .. 37.63 incles.

TEMPERATURES .

Heen Montnly Msalunua tewperature {over a period of 23 years.)

deli..  Mob. Maurcn 4Apridl lay ~Juuwe July 4ug. Sept. Oct.

ca s I I .0 0 n 4O i S0 .
63.8° 65.2° oil.6% 08.9° 50.8° 01.4% 50.4° 50.6° 55.2° 55.7°
dov, Dec. Autiue L
., .0 .. 0 —)
DU. 4 leU7 . &7.0

-

Hean Montily Miuimuwn leuwperature {over & period ot 23 years.)

Jau. - Weu. Marca april bay June July Aug. Sept. Oct.

< R « B .0 . .0 . ,0 L 0 ... 0 .. G .. .0 0

blc'l‘ Dhel Dl.U “xd'ﬁ.: ‘2:!.).\5 28 U %U.é ‘ﬁ:-LcU ‘:ft')-l 4.‘&.2
Nov. Dac. AL L

0 . .0
4 AYaY .. 404

Approxisate uean Monuvily teuwpersture (over o period of 23 yesrs. !

Jan, rep. warcy spril  uay Juise  July aug. Lept. Uct.
57.79 57,49 56.4°% 55.89  00.29 40.0° 45.49 45,99 45.1° 50.49
Hov. Dec. Avnunl.

~ 5 ., L0 )
5.0 vbl.?Y .. Dbl.y




Occurrence of Tidul waves - incidents in the history of

the Chatham Islsnas.

‘the disastrous egrthquaké which ¢a August ;Zth 1868
played such havbc on the shores of Fzru and Ecuador was
felt at the Chutham Islands also tut meinly in the resul-
tant form of & tidal wave. Forty-éighf hours after the
ecrthquake in imerica the mountsinous seas swept across the
Pscific Gcean and troke in larze treskers on the Chatham

(L)

Island coast. It has Lteen stuted that three vaves of
greuter mugnitude than the vwthers swept in on Wuitengi
tesch washing many yards ol sand clifis uway, btreaking
through the compact telt of kurzka and che-she trees which
protected them uguinst ﬁhe inrouds of the ses and the force
of the wind. In 1882 Rev. iLndersen speaké of the traces
of the devastation of this tidul wuve fourteen years te-
fore at Tuguangi where a n&tivé setllement was completely
destroyed{ |

It appeurs however that though the tidsl wuve had
ill efrects the damuge has teen somewhut exaggerated., At
Tupuangi the btresking away of sundtanks, though vossitly

hastened, had Leen & process covering many years and no

(L) H.0.Fortes, fortnightly Review, lzy 1893

1(2) Andersen: Chathem Islinds 1882.
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native villuge was destroyed!

on July 19th 1924 when?g regular trip to the Chat-
ham Islands, the steamer "Tees" was struck ty & terrific
se& which forced the vessel over on her beam ends and might
easily have ended in disaster. The engines were stopped
while various repalrs, necessitated through the;damage
caused Ly the tidel wave, were efiected. ifter bLeing tlown
100 miles north of the islands the "Tees" nenaged to'com—
plete her course after tuking four and & hulf days over &
vo,age that is normally accomplished in forty—eight hours.
al the Chathams & consideratle smount of demuge was done;
& dem supplying the Fishing Company at Kéingaroé was washed
away , Vuribus trawlers and lsunches in different parts of
the island were destroyed, also & wharf at Pitt Island,
wiile a shell-crushing plant recently teken to the islands
wes washed out Lo sea und in wgain. Like the tidal wave
in 1868 where the land was low lying it went & congiderable

aistance inland.




Neurly all the birds occupying the Chathum
Islund group are identicul with those of fjew Zewland. All
tola thore are thirty-two species apurt from numerous
gulls, penguins and petrels of which six are to te found
nowhere else. The only genus peculisar to the Islands ig
a ‘rail which is incapatle of flicht. This is not to
te regurded as a new form produced ty long isolation tut is
actually an old specieg preserved from destruction., It is
very interesting to note that the shining .cuckoo which
visits the Chathams is not the }.7%. variety tut.is almost
identical with the Austrualian species. Hutton stautes -"This
curious fuct proves how strong must te the force of habit,‘
for these birds in their migration to and from the Chatham
Islends must pass over, or at leust in sight of New Zeu-
land tut instead o. Stopping, after a Journey of 1400 miles,
they continue' on for 450 miles more, until they reach the
little island that they have selected as their home . "

4 very interesting feature to visitors is the
enormous quantity and variety of shells found on the ses
shore. sclntiliating 1n thne sun ws ihe spray or wavelets
wash over them all colours of the raintow in their bright-
est and most delicate hues delight the eye. Of these mol-
luscs,as they are technically culled, there are eighty-two

svecies, nine of which are pecular to these islands, the
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rest are found in various parts of Nlew Zeuland.
One great attruction for the sportsmanlike.
visitor is offered ty the excellent opportunities for fish-
and export . ‘
ing. The freezing/of fish (Hutton :- Trans of Phil. Instit.
vol. 5 p. 245) constitute an important industry there teing
seversl freezing plants which have bteen estatlished for somse
ye&rs. Merine fish,which are commbnAto toth Hew Zealand and
Australisa, aﬁound in enormous quantities and ih spite of the
freezing industry they are almosf as plentiful as ever, It
is & very common thing to procure a small rowing toat,and go
out nc more'than & hundred yurds or so from the shore,und
pull up

ty line fishing alone,/within &n hour’as meny fish as the to.
will hold. do fish can ke more d:liciou than the Chatham
Island tlue cod. |

It is & very curious fact that the freshwater fish
show & close connection with those of the Auckland Islands
and lheir relation tends to prove that the connection with
the Aucklands Islands is much later than with Australia. In
fset Hutton asserts that the close relationship tetween the
Chatham and Auckland Islands in all their natural productior
and the far greafer difference between lew Zeuland and the
islands further north, show that & smaller continent exist-

ed at

o

still luter period or the difference tetvieen New Zet

land and the Chatham Islunds would ke greuter.
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Botsny of the Chathum Islunds.

Ho vne has studied the totuny of the Chatham Islandsg
so thoroughly and with such diligence as Dr. Cockayne. Dur-
ing his visit he explored the flors and vegetation almost
throughout the islund, collecting gspecimens and écquiring,
Whefever possitle, information from many of the settlers,
The following is an ststrect from his writingsa;)

Owing to the milder climate and the more northerly
situation the flora and végetution is different from that of
the other sub-&ntaé%ic isluands. Dr. Cockayne.nqtes that the
Chatham Island forest - or what is tetter. known in New Zea-
land phraseology as "bush" - at first bresents a very fami-
liar appsarance, and Seems almost identical with that of New
Zewland; Ttut on closer examination proves to possess distinct
characteristics. The trees have undoubtedly come from the
same parent stock, protatly one or the other is the actual
parent, tut they have teen isolated for so l.ong that they
have developed slight differences and these have become suf-
ficiently distinct to te considered as & different species.
The flora however shows s much closer resemtlance Yo that of
dew Zewland with the exception of & few endemic Species. Na-
tive tush still occupies a.good deal of the Chatham Islands -
though much has teen destroyed and replaced Lty artificial

ﬁ,{ .
_ L a.n o
grassland. The commonest tree is the/Munuka called in the

3W -~ealand plants and their story £nd edition p.137




- 18~ -

Chathams the Xopi - '"whose smooth bark " Dr.Cockayne states
"wus frequently sdorned with a figure of a three-fingered
man Ly .ioriori artists, who possitly like children found it
simpler to draw three fingers than five." fThere are many
others, the matipo, mahoe, a&eake, the ksramu, luncewood,
riktoawood and nikau."

There are two distinct classes of tush, one where
the kopi is dominant, of a coastal charucter, and another,
that on the higher ground containing fewer species and hav-
ing the Chatham treehesath as its dominant tree and the
kopi sabsent," - "The forest on limestone near‘the great
lagoon (Te Whengd) is also somewhat different from elther
of the stove ¢lssses, since there alone is to te found the
Chsatham Kowhai.'

It is interesting to note that whereas most New Zeu-
lsnd tush cun be burnt aé it Stgnds,t&t aAparticular time
of the yesr, and turns with a feadinessAtou, it is & aif-
ferent matter with Chatham Islend tush. There, there 1is
so much sapwood that the tush has to be first felled and
then left till sufficiently dry béfore it will turn. Per-
haps this is & good thing for it prevents that wholecale
and ruthless destruction of native tush so prevalent in the
dorth Island of Hew Zewlund. (On Pitt Islond cun te found

4,000 or 5,000 acres of the most tesutiful nstive tush, s0




i
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dense that until a few years ago, before cattle had gra-
dually troken their way into it ty desﬁroying;the under-
growth, it had never teen explored. It may be regretted
that the Chatham Islands provide such an ample variety of
scenery aré over 500 miles from N.Z. and the only mesns of
transport are in & very small ship over a partioulafly
rough sea.

But what proves far more deédly for the destruction
of Chatham Islsnd bush than the hend of man is the éffect
of the winds. Uwiﬁg to the peculiar formatidn of the island '
no purt of the interior is of any great distsnce from the
se&a, in fact the extreme distance is five miles. Therefore
no part of the island is teyond the reach snd influénoe bf
a strong sea treeze. In the early duys of white settlement
a bund of skeake trees and in many purts aslso of flax
linea .he ses coast tut owing chiefly to the introduction
of cattle and horses this fringe.of vegetation ﬁas destrﬁyed
and so the inner tush lay open to the sea treezes., The re-
sult was that in a comparativel, few years much of it had
died away. The ravages of the ses breezes have contributed
far more largely to the destruction of native forest than
the deliterate sction of felling and burning to replace

it with Znglish gras:.es.
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While there is no shrutbby undergrowth in the Chatham Is-
lands there is an abundance of tree ferns and ferns of all
kinds, similar to those of New Zealsnd. Dr. Cockayne notes
that so many of the characteristic llew Zezlsnd trees are ab-
sent, the taxads, southern beeches, cabbage trees, pittospo-
rums- "Even & shrub so ubiquitous &S the manuka is extreme-
ly rare."

"The despair of the settler and the dlight of the
flower-lover are the very very numerous togs of the Chatham
Islands. They are frequently occupied bty the dlose growth
of the purple flowered tree duisy which is covered in the
summertime with flowerheads of the most intense purple, these

oleuris shrublteries are an entrancing spectacle." The
reutini with its magnif.cent clusters of yellow flowerheads
grows generally on the margins of these swamps.

The most famous of all Chatham Island plants is the
giant forget me not, usually called ty the absurd name of,.
Chatham Islend lily or what is worse Macquarie cattage. "his
wonderful plant, found nowhere else in thé world, is now
almost extinct. Formerly it extended almost round the main-
land forming & Lelt on the seashore just etove where the dry
seswWeed marks the high tide limit. The maésive, shiny, broad
green, rhutarb-like leaf blades end the numerous tlue flower:

each half an inch in diameter, render this plant & most con-

Spicuous otject.




CHAPTER III

Origin of the lMariori.

According to Lorioritradtion the people of the Chat-
ham Islunds left their ancestral home in Polynesia because
of tribtal quarrelling, or as they expressed it "the trouble
in Hawaiki'. éhey ceme to the Chathams in five canoes -
Rangitane, Rungihona, Rangimuate, Ruapuke and Okahu. Being
driven out from their native villages Tahuriménuka and Where-
papa at Hawaiki the two tribes Rongomaitere and Rongomaiwhe-
nu ~vhich comprised this small group, set forth in search of
new lands. Theiioriori traditions eare very precise in assert-
ing that they arrived at the Chathém Islands (Re Xohu) from
Hewaiki tut from further truditional evidence there seems
little doutt that they went from ilew Zeuland to the Chatham
Islands. ot oanly do they retain in their legends the old
neme of Hew Z:ulund - Aotearoa, &n old name of the Horth_ls~
lend Hukurangi, besides an old nume of the north end of the
South Islund - aropaoa tut we now kandw. that this country was
also called Hawaiki, that is Hawaiui-tuutau.

There is little doubt that New Zealand was occupied
bty another tranch of the Polynesian races Eefore the coming
of the Luoris - this view is ackmowledged by Moori tredition
and established Ly other evidence but it is uncertsin whether

this ruace was actually the Leriori It apveusrs highly pro-




tatle that they vere; for in their traditiouns they have re-
tained nemes of trees - puricri: pohutukaws, kauri and others
which &are unknown in the Chatheum Islands and are peculiar |
to the Horth Island of Hew Zealand sl.ne. These indicate
very emphaticaliy some previous knowledge. This strange i
trite was known to the Maoris as lMaruiwi - this‘beiné not

8 trital name tut that of one of their chiefs at the time

when they arrived on these éhores from Polynesia. In cul-
ture they were Lelow the Mﬂoris while 1n appearunce they
were desccibed as tall, slimly tuilt, dark-skinned with pro-
tuterant tones, flat noseé and upturbed nostrils, and hair
bushy or upright. |

It is & curious coincidence thsat during the stay 0%t the
Hau Haus in the Chathams at the time of the fighting in the
sixties in New Zealand some of the women prisoners from
Terawera and Te Whaiti bore such & close resemtlance to MoTde
ri women both in physique and in the frizzlﬁ appecrance of
their huair that & wmemker of the Ngati-iwa trite remarked -

"They are exactly likelloriori women " -~ quite different from

the ordlnary Naori women of his trite the Ngati-Awa.

The Msoris and Liaruiwi intermingledva great deal, in-
termarriages were falrly common sand they sesmed to be Joining
as one race btut personal Je&lou sies, and ruarrels over the

ownership of property induced the Mooris to turn suddenly




and exterminate the weaker race. Wur ruagea all over the
Horth Islend, thiey were sluin Without mercy, tut g remnsnt
minaged to escape which, it wag said, was last seen bassing
in cwunoes through Cook 3iruit on the way to the Chathanm
Islands.

Skinner, however, in his"korioris of the Chatham

Islerds™ refutes this idea that the Moriori were originally

the.waruiwi, He asserts that they cunnot he the Lioriori
forteurs for in.almost all charscteristics they are the
direct antithesis, particularly in physicul qualities -
"The raruiwi were twll ang thin, while their tlleged des-

endants are short snd tulky. nDhe Maruiwi nose wasg flat

(@]

even to non-existence while tle Loriori &re distinguished

ty unusual prominence in thet organ. ohe Karuiwi skin

colour was that of ripe tutu terries while that of the lbrio-
ri is the normsal Polynesiean trown " further, he S&ys,'"on

the cultural side the evidence is no legs cohvincing, the

Maruiwl lived on forest products solely. loriori traditions,

hOWevér, haeve numerous referenceSto certuin cultivateg
bPlants though these would not grbw &t the Chathan Islands.
the Laruiwi knew nothing of fine Weevings yet L. Percy
Smith tells me thut he found in & éave on Pitt Island,frae-
ments of wesving finer then uny he hus ever Seen in Hew Zesg-

land."  Loriori Weupons too, sare descritesd ty Skimner ang he
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notes thut they sre not mentioned ib the description of
the Lisruiwi.  He trings other details to prove his arguments
finally tasing his assertions on the faect that he doubts the
relisrility of Whatahoro who brovided the information as
against Shand.

There are some lLmoris who still telieve trat thuy
came from ithe Chsatham Islunds, the land newrest Hew Zezland

tut the prevuiling tradition is that their original ances-

\

trel home is Hewaiki.

Moriori nerrators huave it that very far back, in the
time o0f Te akarora, & discoverer called Kahu came to the
Chathams - a very long time tefore the Ranéimata people
arrived, tut they can give onl& mnagre particulars stout hlm

end cwnnot say where they derived their lnformatlono He 1is
supposed t¢ have first touched at the south-west corner of
the Island, named Tuku or in full Tuku-a-tamaetes, which was
the nume of his lieutenant., Setting out on a Jjourney of
discovery, with or without compunions is not known, he fol-
lowed round the cliffs - an slmost impossitle task for,
rough &s they are now,'they would at that time bte rendered
almost inpregnatle ty the thickly growing tush., He contin-
ued alon: the coust as fer au Whungaroa -  there he is saig
to have fQund parts of the island,”drifting wnd floating -

Joining these together he signalled Ly mewns of fires for
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Yoat which then came to “Whangaroa orfTeiﬁkohuruX(quiet or
still tide). Thence he depcrted to 5&itgngi'or Waiteke,
its old nume, btut finding it unsuitulle for growing kumara,
cwing to the coldness of the climate, he returned to Hawaiki
There is another version of Xszhu's visit given ty the peo-
ple of the north end of the island. They say he landed at
Kaingaroa where he found various ancestors anong whom Were
Kghuti and Te Akaroroa. Skinner points out that this is
rather curious bheczuse in the prévious sccount no earlier
inhsbitants were mentioned, and so he says Shand found
himself in‘difficulties in the matter of accounting for the
inhabitants foqnd in possession when many years after Kahu's
departure the Rengimata and Rangihousa canoes arrived.

It is indeed remarkutle what a close affinity the
"tranches (for they ere now accepted as tranches) of the
Polynesian race bewr to one wnother in physique, colour and
generel appeirance; so wuch so that if kuworis, Korioris,
Yehitians, Rarotongans, Hawauiiang, Samoans and Baster Is-
landers were mihéu up together ao one could distingﬁish
the couantry which they came from. And yet to the close
otserver there sre differences dué to change in environ-
mentﬂwh?ch present a variation in physique &nd appearance,
The;ﬁonéri leid & somewhat strenuous and toisterous life,

living chiefly on fern roots and fish so that they are




darker ahd westher-besten in appewrance. The Tahitians,
on the other hund, are fairer znd tetter looking since their
islunds provide them with copious supplies of_fish; cocoanut,
bananés and bread fruit with little exertion on their vart.
The hest of the sun also has its effect by forcing them to
remain so much in the shade.
{7‘vu ’ These rwces, frou thelr FPolynesien origin, ty the
N 1 SRR : .
YKV Ffact of close resemblances in their lunguage - in fuct it
’///’igfféQlLy one lunguage made up of many dialects.
From & usloriori vocalulury compiled Ty S. Deighton
Esq., R.id. it was found that out of 155 words 115 .were
pure hsori. The Moriofis huve @ great many words in common
with the Rarotongans, which the kigoris have not retaingd
in their dislect. “he liorioris and the Hawailans are the
only 1iwo breoches which use the causative form of the verb
in "hoho" (Hawsiian Ho'ho). OFf these various dialects the
closes resemtblances ure found in imori, Lioriori, Rarotongan,

Tehitian and Haweiian .

P It is then inferrcd that the furthest and earliest
4 / K . '
b wunes of migration wccord most in the rvots of the dialects

with the centre from which they migruted. By this we know

s
4 that the ioriori preceded the iuori wund we accept him to te
S . : VA '
/’j of these earliest wunes.
-1

{ N .
; Identities in tradition form the final proof of the
)

{ Polynesian origin, "he koriori genealogicel tatles

\




show three well-known ancestors, Tol, Tauru and Whatonga.
They wre in the sume order in Lasori énd leruiwi tut in the.
latter they are included among the gods, brotatly duse to
the important position they held in New Zeuland  just
tefore the mOriorié left this country. New Zesaland tablés
State that Toi lived twenty-eight generations ago while
woriori trudition tells how that people left thls country
tecause of wars in the time of Ruuru's son. S0 1t may te
assumed since they knew of no Meorl sncestors later than
Whatongsa, Reuru's son, tiat the migration took plsce twenty-
seven generstions ago, sccording to Meori lines ang twenty-
eight bty those of the loriori's. mhis woui@ te about the
yetr 1175 ,according to 3kinner - 1200.

‘the Msori accounts of the first inhabitants of
the Chathum Islands are to te found in 3hand's "The loriori
People o the Chuthum Islunds Chup XV, Though there are
naeny discrepancies when combared with the Horiori accounts
it 1s cleur that the Maoris WeLe fully swere of the earlyv

settlement of the Chatham Islunds, wo accounts irrecon-

cilatle vwith esch other, are given of Kebu's visit but the
&rrival of the two cunoe y Rangihona and Rangi-mata , seemg

to conflrm the loriori version.

20 We are justified in holding that the licriori
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races of the Pucific are essentislly Polynesian in tradi-

tions, luanguage and even physical appearance.
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CHAPTER IV,

The soriari Race.

Their Physicael Chsracteristics.

Being of Polynesisan origin, the Marioris bear
strong resemtlances to the Maoris; they are in colour a
shade darker and on the average slightly shorter and broad-
er, with & hooked nose giving them & Jewish cast; 1n some

: : !
K

cases this peculiar feature is exaggerated to portentlous

;

dimensions. (fravers.- Sir John Amery.Traus, of Philps. Inst.

tay o=t

/
ix p.19). "In uppeirance" stutes the Bishop of an Zea-

lund in 1848, "they are not very alfferent'from the Hew Ze&a -
landers; and their langusage at the time of the invasion
(atout ten yeurs ago) was bPerfectly intelligitle to the
Hguti-ama trite who usurped their territory." gne very fine
'honori, Te Karaksa lgs Mununga Pawg, was described‘by Potts
as Lbeing rotust in figure, tall of stature, not darker ip
colour, perhaps, tian many o Maori tut of & full dusky hue,
rather than of the rich trown that distinguishes a great
proportion of the natives of New Zeuwland (Potts., "gut in -

the open").

-

Thin almond-shaped eyes, durk Ttrown or Verging on
tlack ana overhumg by prominent trows, are an attractive

feature, for though oiten full of vivucity and fun their




their fuces portray & rather dull and sombre sappe&rance -

" & contemplative watchfulness..... their usual or seftled
expression conveyed the idea that they were patiently wait-
ing for what was to happen." Their tlack, coarse hair some-
“times straight sometimes slightly curled, was worn long by
Eoth men &nd women - the former usually gafhering it in a
top-knot (hou) on the top of the heszd often sdorned with an
ornament eslled an awanga, This was formed of a groundwork
of prepured fluax (muka) on which were neatly tound in rows
the light red—coloureu'féatherfﬂgf the parroquet, and which

- tapering off to u tail, was A und on to the "hou" in front

g

atove the forehead. lThe aﬁénga was also called & "kura'.
Shand goes on to state thé% there seemes to be two faeirly
distinct types among the Horioria. the straight-haired fair-
er people, and the curly-haired darker people approaching =~
more to the Melanesian type. Primitive ornunents of many
kinds 60 characteristic of the other Polynesian races appesal
ed equally to this people. We ure told that ”plﬁmes called
piki-toroa (made of altatross feathers) were also worn on
the heud stuck in front of the "hou". The flat part of the
scallop shell was tored and worn pendant from the neck with
sometimes ulso a choice piece of flint used as & knifs.

This latter was notched to form & handle and was suspended

from the neck with & uuka string tied to the hundle. (Shand:

"iionori »eople of the Chatham Islends.')
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Sharks' teeth formed & favourite device or & pilece of

obsidian, tut a sperm whale's tooth wurn &s o pendant was
considered & handsome and much desired deqoration. Neck-
laces were often formed from small pawas strung together
but in spite of their gresat love for ornameants it 1is an
inzeresting.fact that this primitive people did not btore
their ears or Wwear &ny ear ornaments at all - a fact that
was remarked upon ty the unknown writer of the account of
Lieut. Brbughtbn's landing at the Chatham Islands, record-
ed in Macnalk's  ”Historieal Records." - "¥e saw no
per:oratioﬁ either in their ears, nose or any other part oI
the Lody, nor any ornament except some few who had a small
piece of tone hung round their neck, with sevecal parts of
twisted hair.”

In stature the goriori veople were shorter

than the Maoris tut sturdy and Compact in tuild. Broughton

descrites them "of middling size and some stoutly made,

well-limbted and fleshy." Tregsur states "The ijoriorls are

on the whole slightly shorter and kroader than the liaori.”

Kreat speaks of them as lacking in the energy, intelligence
and ferocity of the Maori; But it must not be inferred
from this that they were a degenerate an& weakly r&ce.
Their wandéring gypsy~-like life and their freqﬁent exposure

to toisterous weather developed a hardiness so clearly por-




Morulity & Occupation.

treyed in their swarthy weather-teuten appeance.

This ruce seemed to have lucked the vigour &nd
energy so characteristic of the llrori. Their chief ocou-

pation was that of oltuining food, devoting comparatively

little time to gumes and awusement, and neglecting any
clearing of tush or oﬁltivation of thé soil. TUnlike the
Mﬁori they had no kumara and taro which formed-the latter's
staple food so they were occupied in kringing in theif
daily supplies, fishing, cnaring tirds, and procuring fern-
root. In this primitive end careless way of living they |
were merely adapting themselves to their eﬁvirnnment for
food was so plentiful and sbundant that there was no neces-
sity %o devote their energies to tilling und Sowing. gon
the other hend this primitive people were Ly no means lazy
snd indolent, the healthy outdoor life and their sctivities

often demanding exceptional skill (e.g.'handling of canoes)

often produced perfect specimens of physical prowess, A
story is told of a youngL@riofiwho'among many othérs was
taken prisoner Ly the Lizoris during théir invasion in 1835,
It was the hatit of the counquerors to' make slaves of all
they captured abd from time to time to kill as many &s théy

needed und eat them. fThe uafortunate Marioris were called
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out to prepwcrc their own fires, were then struck down with
a club and finally roasted and eaten. Ropiha had Jjust fin-
ished making his fire when, without warniang, a Masori hurled
a tomahawk at him, with the intention of killing him, tut
‘Ropiha, with incredible swiftness, lespt nimtly to one side
catching the tomahawk in one hand s he did so, and cast it
with dignity at the feet of his would-be slayer.. The laori
thereupon exctaimed that he was too good to te kilied tut
would e kept as a slave and so he was spared. Ropiha was
.an excellent shearer and quite & favourite among the Euro-
pesns and Mzoris of later years with whom he worked, These
men in their spare time would entice him to come and stand
at @ distance of five or six yards away, while they took
turns to a«im &t him with a sharp.pointed staie - appafently
& somewhat dangerous practice tut they all knew Rapika's agil-
ity - he would move ever so slightly to one side, just avold-
ing the weapon and though occasionally ealmost grazed by it, he
was never hit. Haa he teen struck anywhere on the tody he
should certainly heve teen kRilled for the wesovon was suffi-
ciently large and heavy, with a sharp point. Lisny other
stories too are told of his feuts of strength and skill - he
wes 1ndeed & man with the true quulities of any athlete.
Procuring sufficient firewoou was enother duty which

occupied the sorioris. They were accustomed to ring-burking




certain trees and leaving them to die. Cutting up was a
aifficult process provided as théy vere with somewhat crude
axes made of stone tut this cume to be partially otviated *y
the practigé of lightiﬁg a log at both ends so that it gra-
dusally turnt away until it wés consumed. Shand notes with
humour that sometimes & wneighbour thievishly inclined would
steal some of the trees thus prepafed; in which cuse the |
owner, indignant at his loss, would level witchcraft at him,

an incantation, especiully intended for firewood Stealers,

which was suupposeda to te effective.

Amusements.

. Their amusements took the form of skipping with &
rope and high-jumping. They also did a kind of dance called
Kepa resembling the Maori Haka tut lacking its vigour.
Shand describtes it as follows :- "The people were arranged‘i
in two parallel rows, one ‘tehind the other, the front row

swaying from side to side, from the hip joints upwards, in

an awkward slaelong maenuner, and it was accompanied by a
song." It 1s curious tihat they possessed no musical instru-

meats tut they had imwny old chuots and songs, some of which

we ure fortunate enmough to have written down. They vere

gwure of the Xoulsu of the lsoris tut only ty tradition.

1 17s -+ LT ey N v o . [ . .
Like the Maorig they viere solendia SWinniers ang Viere
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Cupdble of that feuf almObtfknown to European swimmers tut

il
)
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/////well ~known to delfic islanders, of coming in on the surf.

: They would swim out to just beyond the breakers, then, as &
huge wave came Up hehynd them they would gain as much speed
as‘possible until they lay on the érest of the wave (which
was overlasxing them); once on the crest of this wave they
would lie as stiff and flat as & board curving their hands
downwards and so were borne right to the shore at 2} terrifié
rate.

The eveniugs especially in the winter-time were often

~spent in relating the ancient legends so that the history of

their ruce, as they understood it, was passed Lty word of

mouth from cvne generation to another.

Food and how it was procured.

&8 regurds food supplies the horioris lived in a per-
fect Paradise. N;ture.had provided bvountifully for them in
the Chatham Islunds. Like most dark races theljorioris will
gorge themselves with food today regardless of the fact that
there may te none for the morrow, Their éupplies were gath-
ered from dey to day tut a few things, especially seasonal
luxuries, wWere stowed away. ‘Huts from the Xeraks tree, a

wuch-loved fuod, wers preserved and it is significant that

tiiey vwere prepareu in identically the same manncr &s that




in use among the Msmorls.

#ish of all descriptions, toth freshwater and sea-
water formed the,gﬁeatest_portion of their sustenance; eels,
shellfish in all the numerous varieties in which they atound
on those shores. They used to go out in their canoes &nd
catch the fish bty meuns of a Kupinga or net made of flax.
."his was sometimes fixed to the end of a polé and was then
used for fishing off the rocks or in the surf. Shand notes
that<unlike other Polynesians they did not eat the native
rai:; this, hoviever, came to be exterminated Ey a Norwegian
rat which cume ashore after the wreck of & whaling boat.

Birds too were & favourite food. The %Qbiontsinvar—
iatly captured many sea-going birds just before they were
atle to fly - plovers, gulls, albatrosses,~and mutton-tirds
0f several kinds. fThese were often cooked in a native oven
and then turied in the soil and were thus‘preserved for &
consideralle time. Forest tirds such as the wood pigeon,

1

o
tui, XKomako, with several species ducks vere eaten. Two
;

S S i - -
rirds the kehonui, larger than & goose and s&id to te a

species of the New Zewland Kekapo, shd the Mehoriki atout

tig as a hen, were wingless tirds and are now extinct.

w

o
The Mehonui had a very long neck and alwuys kept 1ts eyes

on the ground in ite search for food, consequently it could

e woproachegd wi ,
PP L e 7 - . .
: ' @ without notige from the front snd seized.




It is not at ull strange that these uanfortunate tirds are
now extinct for they fell an cusy prey. Fernroots vere thé
only vegetable food (apurt from Karske nuts) and were plen-
tiful all over_the‘lsland.

Fire was produced bty making a spaerfromvthe
friction of two pieces of wood rutted guickly together. The

Women'were sald to be adepts at producing fire tut though

LR

- .

'q;meh and persistently tried by Ruropesans they could never

et

succeéd ty this prooéss. In latér yeufs it ‘became customary
fB set fire to old logs which slowly turnt away.and from
these fire was procured wheﬁ nee.aed.

Cooking was always done bty the women in
houses set upart for the purpose or often in fine westher in -
ovens made in the ground outéide. llen never gmtered fhese
houses tecause it infringed their "tapu" and men &nd women
always ate apart.

In the matter of cooking utensils they ssem-
ed to have Lesn pruotically-destitute - for carrying water
they huad u crude horan formed‘out of green flax leaves. The -
Calakuash tree did not grow on the Chathams so they had not

that uteunsil so popular among the other Polynesian races
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CHA®UER V,

social Life.

The lorioris lived in villages built in sheltered
blaces close to fresh water snd usuelly close to the ses
from whence they got some of treir food, Their huts viere
made of Toetoe and rushes tut more often then lived in
.rough shelters or lesn-tos. The former were conical shaped,
"composed like the huts of the Kaeffirs of a circle of boles
drawn together at the top and then thatched; and the lat-
ter of similar poles runged slong the ridge, one end resting
on the ground and the whole also coveredlwifh thatch, in
.each cuse a trench was dug to carry off the rain water,"
(Druvers : fQruns. Philos. Instit. vol ix, p.21)

Yhere were no fortificutionsg ever found round
their dwelling-oluces - none were necessary since they lived
~in utter seclusion on & smell island in mid ocean.

from time to time they assembled to discuss trital
affuirs, usually in houses set apart for thig burpose. From
Shand's account of s marriage it cun e inferred that some
of these houses must huve teen of & considersakle size, pos-
silly proviaing room in some shupe or form for the whole
trite. He has descrited how mats Wefe laid in parallel rows
from oue end to the other of the building, sund in the centre

there was & fire znd & hole in the roof let the smoke out.




Carvings usually decoruted these houses, resenbling very
much those of the iiworis rut iuch ruder in character.

| These gatherings btear o striking contrast in their
peauceful and undemonstrutive nature to the -excitement and -
gesticulation which marked Msori councils. Perhaps the
abtsence of anything relating to wars may account partly for
the difference. at Lorioxri “koreros" it wasg customary to .
~ward off evil spirits of 1o mourn in unison over losses, | |

ending up with the habtitual renewal of friendship ty rur-

ting noses, the pructise so common among the LBworis.

Barly records state. that theliorioris were canni-
bals tut an importunt ahcestor Wumuku had fortidden this
practice and in any fighting which took place the only
Weapons used Were clubts., 4t the first drawing of tlood
the fighting was discontinued though it is evident that
further opportunities of securing satisfaction were keenly

seized Ly the vanquished party,

‘The pewceful nuture and lack of the savage
and more brutel instincts strikes one as somewhat admiratle
in this curious sand vrimitive people, They appeér to ap-
proach more closely to the étandards of European civilisation
in this quality though they sre far telow the lMaori race in-

culturs.
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Government.

The government, if it were not too primitive to
te honoured with that tame, wsas typically Polynesian..
The people iere divided i-to tribes in which the supreme
povers rested in & chief or marikin, He might be &
briest or ”tohuugaﬁ tut not decessarily. He was trested
With the utmost respect, and & custom contrasting strangé—
ly with that of furopeans, everyone was otliged to pass.
in front of him - to 80 behind was u grest offence., 7The
chief was supreme in all tribal affédirs but the priests
were energetic and active citizens with consideratls in-
fluence.

Slavery was unknown; there weré no wars to pro-
vide slaves, Tomen took vart in all matters concerning
the t;ibe and exercised a strong infiuence. Each trite
lived oun- that part of the country which it occupied and
meintained friendly relations with 1ts neightours. There
does not appear to have teen the trital riﬁalry Wnich
was obnspicuous among the Llaoris &énd, provided numerous

occasions for fighting.

Prosperity.

eny of the difficulties of the rights of property

Were obviauteq Ly the fuct that as th
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these fesolVed themselves into privileges for fishing

and catching btirds etc. Each trite howevér 1ived on its -
own part of the country. Privileges extended to the
matter of whales coming ashore; in the éVent of their
stranding - an important and welcome incident, the priest,
with incunfations, gave thanks to some aqcestor or lsate
chief to whom he ascribed the gift and then the tribe
Joined in dividing up the spoils.

Thirty or forty yeurs after the Maori conquest
mattersvrélating to the ownership of land became rather
troutlesome so the New Zeuland Goverament set up a Hative
Land Court and the Island was surveyed. This Court set
aslde over 4,000 acres of land in different parts for the
few Morioris who survived and remains today as iMoriOTi
reserve.

There Was no private ownership of anything other
than tools snd weupons. It éppewrs canoe’ and houses and
other guods were shared‘in comion. i [oriori certainly
took g eat pride in his clubs and "tokis" and on his death

they were generszlly buried with him.

When the canoes first cume to the Chathams the
aorloris wore fimely woven mats made from the scraped fibres

of fluax (phormipm tenax ), Lut as time went on they founa

.




that sealskins were & warm and lusting form of clothing.
Seals were very plentiful so their skins were adapted for
clothing and graduelly the art of muking mats was lost

and ultim;tely forgotten. When sealing toets visited the
Island and made ruthless inroads on the seals until they
were prectically exterminated the Loriorisvwere hard put to
obtein such materials as would protect them against the
elements.

Shand attributes their speedy decline largely to
this factor though the krutal measures meted out Ly thé.
Laoris in 1835 must huve had the most disastrous results.
It was perhaps a trick of fortune that the koriorils fopr
their own‘self-preservétion lesrnt again the art of ﬁeav—
ing, tut learnt 1t from the liaoris. Lats formed their
method of dress until they became civilised snd adopted
Zuropean clothes, falling tack into their ancient gart
only through poverty.

Shand, speaxing of them in their native state
suys "As & rule, hoviever, the peoble went half nsaked,
and when engaged fishing on the rotks or elsewhsre - not
‘at sea - were quite so. They were excellent divers snd
'frequently dived to a deoth of five or six futhoms after'
Zoura or crayfish, bring up onc in each hand and sometimes

-

a third pressed against the chest."
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MORIORI  CERBMOJIES.

Euptism.

This seemed to be an occusion for meeting and feast

ing. If the child were of high runk & tree was planted to

‘its honour. The whole trite attended the.ceremony which

consisted largely of incantations and was performed ty the

priest.

Marriage‘

Large supplied of fish, birdé and fern-root were
laid in such times for féusting alweys followed the cere-
mony. This‘took place in the evening in the preseunce of
friends and relations guthereda from far and near. They
stood round the tride and bridegfoom, who sat together,
and olaced a plaited rope round their shoulders, knotting
it at the same time singing & special incuntation. Illar-
riage songs Wwere Sutmglong into the night Lut feasting tega:
on the following day. This was a welliconducted affair
eating tooxk piaoe only at regulur mexltimes, i.e. once in
the morning and then again &t night. Food wus often set
aside for distunt relations who could not oomé to the
ceremony and tuken to the.. later. lesasting extended over
several days if the food supnly held oﬁt, this was the

factor which determined the time limit.
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Murriage rested most lightly on the shoulders of
the Morioﬁisund; as resuit,‘there were numerous quarrels
among themselves., This wes prbbably lsrgely due to the fact
that there was no death penalty, the men merely fought ac-
cording to the curious custom existing among them and

the women were lialble to severe thrashings.

Death and burisal.

THe Morioris were & very superstitious people. They
regarded death with fezr and receivea it. approach with
wailings wnd incantations.

The niost gémeral wey of disposing of the dead was
thaet of Tturial. The tody was always plsced in a sitting
position with the knees drawn up &nd the head resting
on the hands and knees and invarisctly faced the west i.e.
Hawaiki. Until & few yeurs ago it was aAcommon sight
vlen riding along the beuches to see skeletons projecting
from the sand-hills end skulls lying atout &nd teing kick-
ed Ly horses' feet as one rode al.ng. UNetives had no
objection to seeing such skeletons écattered about ty
fhe elements tut they disliked interference with them by
suropeans. Visitors to the Chathums often secured skullgs
as souvenirs of their visit btut tothiorioris und Lzoris,

thoroushly wnnoyed at this custom, appewleu to the llew

4

dealund Goverument wnc Secured

e .
glotectlon for their desd.
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another custom was that of strapping the dead tody
in an upright position to « tree. (ne writer has stated
that he once cut down & tree whiéh had grown right round
the corpse totally enveloping it, Another form was that
of setting the dead adrift in a canoe.

AS é rule people of high rank were turied in coffins
those of lower social standing were wrapped in férn leaves.
4 small section of the tribe cremated their dead, by this
means preventing the spirits of the departed from ever re-
turniné again to haunt those left tehind. Immmification
was saia to be known to theliorioris rut there are few de-
tails of this practice. Frequently members of the tribe
would choose their own ﬁurial grounds, especially if they,
for sume resson, thought .eath was epproaching. 1lost graves
are found together in lurge mounds especlally in the sand-
hills. If the deud man were anyone of importanqe his tools

and wewpons were bturied with him.

Religion.
The iforioris Lelieved tiat the soirit on leaving the
tody passed to 4 range of hills in the west of fhe Island
where, from the most westerly point, it deparfed to its

finul stode Hawuiki - the nmythicul sncestrul home.
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The Moriofis had numerous gods and they often repre-
sented them Ly rude carvings in the shape of g man's heud,
ana set them up in their neeting-houses. 4ll gods were hel
in greaﬁ awe and respect and religious duties viere perform-

~ed with the gruatest exactitude. Many were gods whko sent
them tounteous supplies of food - when & shoal of tlack-

fish ceme sshore due thanks were given to the god who was

telieved to ke the tenef&ctor;.before trhis cei?.ny was per-

formed 1t was against their telief to eat such Fish,
anlything which might q%use & kMoriori to infringe hisg

”tapuﬁ Or sacrew rights was Tegurded as evil, Dhe Llloriori

were & very "tupu" pecple ang heving infringed his tapu s

Moriori would often make up his niing

*

0 die - for in this
way only could the wrath of the offended god te appesused,

In 1835, when the Liioris invaded, they made glsves 0f the
morioris forcing them to Perform menial duties. 1This humil-
iation was looked upon as. criminagl consequently,‘fearing the
aiger of their gods, nany unfortunste korioris resolved to
give themselves up to death - g dsy later Many viould Le

found dead in their houses.

“he liorioris prectised Witcheraft, though the Spirist

(@]
Hh

the tewitchedi wasz said to return to torment the tewitcher.

1
&3

Spite of this the srectice continued and vag thought to

o2
D

eflective especiully for misdoings 43 thievine firewood.
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CHAPTER VI,

Moriori tools & weupons.

These wefe mide from stone, wood and tone, Since‘war—
fere hud long ceased wWeapons of thé nature of cluks and
axes wWere relegated in their use to more peéceful pursuits,
Owiﬁg 1o the iack of implements in munufscture one isbamazed
at the inordinate smount of patience that must have teen
entuiled for 1t has teen stuted that it is rare to find SO
high & polish &and so compléte & finish, As a rule a "gring
ing song" was sung «s they worked at their'tedious‘processes
it has Lkeen written down.as follows, "The first voice asks
what thé‘cﬁtting of the stone is for, the second voice re-
plies that it is to shuape the tool to sharpen it, &nd d-scri
tes the flying of the chips, the solitting of the stone etc.
The Chorus appeurs tq addéress the operator in terms of en-
couragement, urging him to continue his work, with an.appeal
aglso to the goddess of axe-sharpening.

Volcunic stone wnd numerous tasaltic rocks found
in the Chatham Islund served &s materisls though it is te-
lieved that some were krought from Nev Zeslwnd. Joshua Rut-
land (Polynesian Journsl IX p. 142) in & aescription of two

relics found st Pelorus Sound (fieZ+) proves that they are
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works of Moriori art and therefore are one evidence of the

Moriori vccupation of iew Zealund.,
Jeapons and axes were Fformed ty & process of chipping
until & rough shape hed teen obtuined snd then they were

’ i
applied to &n oval grindstone made of & coarse yellow sand, t

usually worn hollow in the centre. This surface was smooth,
wWater was poured onm it wad then the tool apolied. Until &
few yeers ago ”tokisf were often found in the Chathsm Is- |
lands, Turied nesr olu residences or rooted up in ploughing.,

Lhey were once importent weapons in wurfure tut during the

occupation of the Chuthams their use luy in cuttine timter.
A kind of flint celled "mata", made out of quartg
Wwes used for polishing., The only offensive and defensife
weapon was a pole elght or ten feet in. length used to inflict
and vara off tlows tut not td thrust,; an eéxceedingly clumsy
and cumﬁerséme Weapon somewhtt. different tu the spears of

other dark ruces especially the Zulus. 4n okews or curved

flat stone clut was found in &ll sizes, the largest of
which %us ubout 16 inches in leneth and from 3% to 43 inches
in treadth. The only speur was g ”tuahuﬁ which came to’be
placed in a sacred pluce &and was brought at the time of &
baptism. Yhere hud teen w gpeur known &8 "tao mnade of
drift totara wood wnd from ten to twelve feet long hﬁt it

Was Known to thelorioris oinly Ly tradition. ODhere werse
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many needles made of tone evidently used in the Process of
Weaving muts and luter in sewing seuslskins, Knives used
probukly for cutting up fish and whales were formed from
fixing sharks' teeth tugether in o groove ana securing ty g

piece uf flsx fitre.
Canoes.,

”helr canoes viere more in the region of rafts for the
Monoris were bdndlcapped ty the luck of any suitatle WOOd

and’ so coula cons uot nothing so oedworthy s those of the:
Maoris. There were no large trees in the forests of the 7
Chathams. At the wiie time, though routhly tuilt and clumsy,
these craft vwere less likely to cupsize than Muori CENOES .,
Still, rude as they vere, Vanges.up 10 twenty miles to
neightouring islunus wéfe undectuken, Occasionally they
ended in disaster. 7The crosesing of twelve miles tetwesn
Pitt Islund and the mainlund was often done.

‘ “rere vere four kinds of cunces ih all, differing'
slightly from vne wnother in shape. They were often very
large ana could carr a5 many s 60 6r 70 people, tut, of
cuurse, there wers quite smull ones in Vhlch several men
would pu out Tiching. OQne type of canoe was aédorned with
wooden imuges of men, euch with g buddle tound to it. ODThis

craft vas started off to Sea when the wind was faip &s an

4 tack whyleg &nd seals gs
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gifts. Sometimes in pléce of burial a man's btody was
consigned to the waves - he wus fustened to & canoe and
then this wus left to float slout the ocesn. As & rule the
ends of the canoes were carved to represent seabirds. ac-
coralug to Shend - "Uhe flooring of their rafts wus made of
- the floWering stalks of Phormium tenax - with kelp
bluced in the crute-like frume tenceth, to render the ves-
sel tuoyunt, The kelp was of l;rge krosd-leuved kind and
was inflated with air; it was tuken out on landing, dried
_and‘re—influtem as tefore.™
There was two methods used in propelling the can-
oes - they vere either ariven Tty meuns of « baddle shaped
like 4 spude and worksd in the stern with an action like
- digging jor a&s was more common, they were rovwed just like
an ordinary toat : ths memters sitting with their tacks to
the btows and trucing their paddles against & crude rowlodk.
One fact is certain, that thelorioris could not
have come all the way from Hawaiki, or even from Hew Zesg-
land in csnoes like these - the ¢ uft they used at that time

-

must have teen far more seaworthy.

horiori
LLLO00L A

arving.,

ibriorl curving wus of & very simple and primitive

nauture, reminding vne of the druwings of children., Tt con-
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sisted of crude and protesque figures very much like & man's
s&eléton - with often two Tingers to represent'&khand. They .
are found on 1ile smooth terk of Karaks trees (corynooarpus)
which, wccording to tredition, were Lrought to the Chathams
ty the inembers of the Rengl-mata cunoe, Tut though it is not
certain yet, in all Protatility these trees were indigenous.
Various motives have teen attrituted to the Lop-
loris in making these carvings - to comnemorate the turials,
to claim the fruit of the tree sa marked, to represent a
god - btut as faur as cuan te sscertained they appear to have
Leer merely commemorative of\their ancestors,

Carving was doue also on the front of meeting-
houses, and the Lovis and stern of cunoes were formed to re-
preseut weabirds. Representutions of Lirds wefe found in -
some liméstoné dliffs - 1t was some time before it was cer-
tain that these stobd for tirds, so curious und unlifelike
were the drawings. At first similarities to the Ruster
lsland script were lookes for but it was ultimetely decided
that they definitely represented w flock of tirds,

~




- 8. -

CHAPTSR  VII,

The Cowing of the Maovris  to  the Chathams,

During the first quarter of the nineteenth century
Muoris often serveg &5 "hends" on whaling ships which Viere
at that time numerous on the New Zealand cousts,and among
the islunds of the Pacific. 7The Chathem Islands were known
to the lLisoris ag Wharekauri, not Ly the Mariori name Rekohu
which they Protatly found harder to pronounce, 0n the
arrival of the early Luriorl canoes at the Chetham Islands,
the deckteams which had teen maée from a kauri log washed
up on the be;ch vt Port tichoulson, were utilised for tuild-
ing their houses. fdence the Village cume to te known as
Jharekauri wund hones the nume which the Luorig Carelessly
used to denote the whole Islend.

One iaori returning to Jellington after & Voy-
Lg€ 0n w vwhuling vessel relute. o his tribe the Ngatitams
greut tules of the lang of plenty which he hug seen. He
alSo tola Low the ichalitents of this tounteous islang had
o wewpons and knew nothing of the art of fighting. It wag
this story which induced the Laoris to migrate,

Aafter their Journey froxn Yaranaki the leoris

of Port Hicholson hag visited the 3outh Island and so the

Spirit of unrest ana a desire for auventure had Seized them.
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S0 after the arrival of thé "Rodney" ( & truding toat
telonging to a Syduney firm) cn Get. 26th 1835, while S0me
llzoris were watering the vessel, others seized the Caeptain
and the crew and forced them to tuke them to the Chathams.
Five huwndred people, men, women und children were crowded
aktoard, ahd with & luarge cargo of potatoes, the Rodney set
saii wov. l4th and arcived at the Chathams on the 17th.

| During the voyuge the "passengers"” suflered greatly
from overcrowding and lde of vater and had the Morloris
attaoked immediately on their srrival victory would hsve
teen a very simple matter. The Rodney returned again lafer
to the Chathams with sanother party of lMaoris but for this
voysge the Captuin wes paid.

un their arrivel the Luoris seized as much land as

possikle, euch trite cleiming as its own property the unfor-
tunateL@¢ioriS wno had teen hitherto occupying thét parti-
cular part of ihe country. The most severe und btrutal treat
ment was meted out to the originel inhabitants. Those that
eScaped death Tecame slaves and were okliged to fetch and
carry at the will of their conquerors. Lzny died kecsuse
the menial duties of cuoking ete., (usually curried out ty
serlori women) infringed their "tapu' wna fewring the wreth
of thelr gods they resigaed themselves to death. Many were
killeu wnd rosstea, and suten by their Savage conquerors,

while others were ruthlessly slaughtered or left to die,

R e
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for no appurent regson tut thut of wilful cruelty.

In 1835 the number ofjorioris has teen estima-
tea at 2,000, in 1855 tierc vwere 2lZ. This pathetic decline
was cniefly due to'the numbers wiped out ty the Maori in-
vasion .ut there were sever&l other oontr;buting factors,
Chest complaints, resulting‘from exposure through lack of
clothing on the extermination of seals by tradnrs, played a
part, and also a virulent disease saidlto te Trought ty a
Sailing vessel. This unfortunate ruce having lost the art
of self-defgnce, so vitul to its existence, through lack
of competition fell u Victiﬁ. It was indeed « matter of

the survivel of the fittest.
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CaaPTiR  VIII,

Mwori Dissensions and the "Jeup Bart" incident.

“he Maori trites in a very short fime showed signs or
unrest. There were numerous disputes &and Jealousies over
land. The ldgatitama trite, which arrived first, had occu-
pied the land arocund waltangi, the later érrivals, the
Ngatimutungs, settle. ut Whangaros - oobsequently Waitangi
telng the chief port, ull traders culled there with obvious
advaentage to those near «t hand, Then it happened that for
almost a yeer no vhaler chanced to cull at the Island so
there was no totacco and ths inveders were stirred more than
ever by a longing to go further aefield. 3c¢on efter this the
Hgatitama chief made arrangements with Ceptlain Ray of an
americea whaler to take him end hisg trite to Semoa, arrang-
ing to Toerd the toat in Wultengi., While they awaited the
american's return a French Whealer the "Jeun Baptn cu e into
Weltungl. lemcers of the trites went on Lowrd ang soon they
tegan tu quurrel among thenselves @8 10 whether the vessel
should go to Vhangaroa or ronmein et Weltengi, The Captain
grew &«fraid at their warlike gestures so saticed some down
telow by vffering them wines ung locked them in ana quietly
ermed his crew with anything that way evallatle (the only

muskzets Leing in the cetin where the Cauptives were). “hey




thea turned and slew all the Likoris on dsck. Those down
Lelow heppened to fina the miskets, whereupon the crew (the
captain ty this time had teen killead) seeing that they had
little defence, took to the toats ang were never heard of
again, The Maoris got the vessel to Oceun Bay after much
difficulty, .here she drifted on to the rocks and tecame a
wreck.

tot long after this Captein Ray visited the Chathams
in company with & French Warship "Heroine™., He cast the -
tlame for the "Jewn Burt" affuir on the Lmoris. He enticed
them on bourd'by offering them presents uf totacco, treach-
erously seizeu them and handed them over to the French mar-
ines. “he "Heroine" then tomtarded Waltengi, landed @ perty
and marched up to the "pa" which the terror-stricken lmoris
rad standonsd. After turning severul villuges they return-
ed to the vessel tuxiug the unfortunute chief dgatung in
captivity even as fur as Frence where he died through grief
&t the loss of his relations.

a8 far as cun e ascértained the number killed

on Lourd the "Jean Bart" was stout fort& tut among these
Were many men of rank, the lezders of the Ngatitama trite.
Thus weskened the envious Hgatimutungs saw their opportun-
ity and sattempted to drive their nelghtours out of Waitan-

gi, Yhey muade their way to waltangl and lay siege to the
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Hgatitums in their pa. Fortunutely for the Lesiegea just
as their food was teginning to run short the Réw Zealsnd
Company's surveying ship "Cuba" arrived ( June 1840) with
lir. Hunson sn sgent for the Company. The following ig
the account by Lir. Hanson of the incident in & letter in
1840.

"In my letter of the 1&th June, I informed you of
my having completed the purchase of 'the Chatham Islands
from E. ..are (Pomare) and the chiefs of Ngatimutunga, and:
of my purpose to put a stop' to the existing war between
the lgatimutunga and Hgatitema tribes by removing the lat-‘
ter from the ba in which they were enclosed.

the dey fixed on.for the removal of the beople was

the 17th June. On the morning of that day I directed the
Cuptuln of the "Cuba'" t¢ send on shore all his toats and
brocured the loan of two others from an anerican whuler,
whose wreck I detailed in my lest letter. . . . . Adbout
nine in the morning the touts put off under the dirsction
of Lir. Mecathie, and st the sume time I went ashora in his
gig. . . . Un landing [ went to the "pa'' where E. l:re and
the principul Chiefs of the besieging pPurty were stationed,
watching with grest indignation ﬁhe pruceedingé of the toats
He addaresseu ne angrily, demanding what right I head to in-

terfere, and threatened to follow up the others and exter-
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minate them, tut I evertually induced him to send orders
and stop the firing. I watched viith grest unxiety the pro-
ceelings on the Leuch where the bouts were belng losded wiﬁh
the women and children feom the "pa" under & coustant fire
of musketry{ Fortunately the.preSence of mind &nd reso-
lution of Iir. iacathie, aided Ly the orders of RB. Iare to
cesase firing freed me from my apprehensions. Rockets were
still fifed into the air. The removal of the party occupied
neurly three hours. The Women,children; and 0ld men were
remove.: first, and after thém akout forty fighting men. Fe-
fore leuving thé "ou'" they had set fire to their sabred
houses where the lLones of their desd chiefs were preserved.;'
They were all in fighting costume, that isg, berfectly free
from clothing, their todies painted ung their heads sdorned
with fewthers, and cartouch tox round the Waist; g}sket end
tomahawk in hund. ..... |

| Scurcely hed the lust .mun left the tesieged "pan
when it was Tilled with the besiegers and slmost instantly
set on fire in every cuarter, Before-having Performed this
act of revenge and triumph,phey mistered on the‘heéch and
éommenced & war-dance. I nad hoped that all was over, tut
the folly of Coffee, the interpreter, wﬁo from his teing
married into the tesieged trike hsag become half g Maori, and

Who encourzzed the men in the toats to cheer and discharge
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thelr muskets, drew & fire from the party on the tewch
wnich had neurly nroved fatal.

a8 8oon as the toats had reached the ship, the

gig cume to fetch me off; tefore it aurrived however, the
wife of I. ilure cume to me on the part of her hustend to teg
that I would letve iir. Fuaddy - the doctor- on the igland, to
retain possession of the island.

1 was highly rejoiced at having Lteen the mezns
of suving 180 persvns - which was the number we Lrought off-
from certain death ; “ o ' The furtearance of I, iure un-)
der the clrcumstunces wus highly credituble on his part,
trhough no uoulbt he felt himself fully justified, and he was
eager to avenge fhe death of his son. He was well awure
from the stete of the tesieged party thut a few days would

-

wve put Lim in possession of the Tpe" by starvation. .....
«8 suvon a5 I got on tourd we weighed snchor and i
Seiled.... tut a gale coming un from the ewstward which

lusted a weei, 1t was not until by £3rd that we succeeded
N :

in lauding wtout 89 of the burty ut Ziuingaroe, The remein-

der we lended at Walkati on tle morning of the 26th.”

“he feuus tetlveen lhe two trites still contin-
ued until atout 1843 (this du:e cannot Le Tixed wcourately)
when & purty of natives sent by the Church of mngland Liis-

slonaries irntroduced Christianity which was embriced eagerly. |

:
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Pomure then went to lew Zeululd where he received money
from the Hew Zealand Company four the lands he ownedrat
Port dicholson. With part of thig money he purchased horse
the first to te sent to. the Chuthams.

In 1843 a Wesleyan missionary party arrived
tut confined its attention to & part of the Islend into
which the Anglicen Society had not penetrated.

Christianity was indeed welcomed bty the laoris
it put an end to wurfare Lut above all it was & relief to
the unfortunatekiorioris who tho' g sukject ruce no idnger
carried their lives in their hands. Some of the hﬁoris tei
discontented at the Oh@thams beceuse the islund was so smal
and becuuse they had not succeeded in ottaining land in
their ¢wn right hired a Sydﬁey trig called "Hannah" shd
were tuken to the auckland islunds. The HMaoris themselves
fix the date as etrly in 1843 tut it has teen difficult
to stute it sccurately. Various accounts of the incident
have Tecn given levw Zeclunua settlers (see Polynesian Jour-

nel vol. II p. 83 ... )




CUHAPTZIR  IX.

The Lscane of Maori Prisoners from the Chathums.

In the Journal and appendix of the Legislative Counci:
of . Z. 1868 there is the following :-

"Pupers relutive. to the deportation of certuin
natives (taken prisoners of war on the east coast) to the
Chatham Iélandé,

"Return to an Urder of the Honoralle the Leg-
islative Council, duted 21st July 1868,

"That there te luid upon the Talble of this
Council - '"Conies of all Writs, Warrants, or other forms
of authority, and of the signatures thereto, under which
certain of Her Lwujesty's lisori subjects have teen deport-

ed to .the Chatham Islaads, wnd there confined or detuined."

Un the following puge it is stated that such
"copies of writs, warrants, etc. are nil."

Looked at after many years, the situation reveal
ed appeurs somewhat humourous and astsurd. Te Kooti, thougtk
not the founder of tlhe religious fanaticism knowﬁ as Hauhau
ism, wus one of the most powerful Hulhal lesders. Though &
haa never fought wguinst the whites, he fell under suspicic

tecsaise his friends were all Vigorous euemies und he wus
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end his men were seized and taken as prisoners to the Chat-
1ams their punishment vas undeserved. Cuptein Thomas, Recsi-
dential Mugistrate, was left with twenty men to control uve:
300 captives.

In 1867 the ilew Zeuland Government contemplatec
releasing some of the tetter tehuved prisouners owin:- to the
tranouillity wnd generally inproved state of reliiions be-
tween the two races in the Iorth Island. Coasequently Ir,
Rolleston (Under Secretary, Native Department) was sent to

the Chutham Islands to effect & release of some prisoners

tut more particularly,to enquire into the cunditions there.
Por some time complaints of ill-treatment, particularly of
Afurciﬁg the sick to continue et work, hui reached New Zes-
land. In sccordance with Iir. Rollestorn's report various

prisoners were released. Conditions were found to e good

and the complaints for the most part ill-foundea; tut dis-

cuntent continued among the prisoncrs.

On July 4th 1868 wkrn the schooner "Rifleman"

arcived from Vellington with stores, the prisoners led ty

s ety
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