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Aim

ÅWhat can we learn from post-earthquake Christchurch in terms of 
(re)building more resilient, healthy and sustainable urban 
communities?



Why healthy urban communities?

ÅάƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜ ƛƴ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ 
ƻƴ ƭƛŦŜ ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǘǊƛǇƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƛƴŎƻƳŜέ 

ÅάǇǎȅŎƘƻǘƛŎ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƛȊƻǇƘǊŜƴƛŀΣ ŀǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƛƴ 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƴŜǎǘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎέ

ÅάǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǎǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ 
ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŎƻƭŘǎΣ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎΣ ǎǘǊƻƪŜǎΣ ŎŀƴŎŜǊ ϧ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴέ

ÅάŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎƭŜŜǇ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘŀŎƪƭŜ 
ŀŘǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƭƛǾŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇƛŜǊΦέ 

Åάƭƻǿ-density sprawl puts residents at greater risk of arthritis, chronic 
lung disease, digestive problems, headaches & urinary tract infectionsΦέ



Features of good community
ÅDiversity of housing types

ÅLow or no fences

ÅGreen (and blue) space

ÅClose proximity to facilities e.g. schools, shops, job

ÅGood public transport

ÅWalkable

ÅLow/slow traffic

ÅPhysical activity-able



Christchurch

Å350,000 people

ÅMain city of b½Ωǎ {ƻǳǘƘ LǎƭŀƴŘ

ÅΨ¸ƻǳƴƎΩ Ŏƛǘȅ

ÅLow population density



Christchurch

ÅMajor earthquakes in and around Christchurch since Sept 2010
ÅMajor damage est. $40 billion rebuild & 185 deaths

Å70% of city centre to be demolished

Å895 kmsόпр҈ύ /ƘǊƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǊƻŀŘǎ ōŜŜƴκōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜōǳƛƭǘ

Å15,000-20,000 residential properties rebuilt

ÅOver 120,000 properties repaired or ΨōƻǳƎƘǘ ƻǳǘΩ



Christchurch

Interviews
ÅKey leaders/stakeholders

ÅResidents

üFocus on HoonHay, Opawa, 
Merivale,  Phillipstown

üDensity, Socio-economic status, 
urban form, accessibility, 
environment


