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PHE  PSYCHOLOGY OF LAUGHTER AND THE COMIC.
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CHAPTER 1.
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"Il ntest pas de falt plus hanal et plus
étudie que le rire, 11 n'en est p=zs qui ait en le don
dtexzeiter davm@tage la surioaité du vulgaire et eelle
des philosophes, il n'en est pes sur lequel on ait
recuéiliﬁ rlus d'ohoervaticns et bAti plus de ﬁhécries,
et avee cela il n'en est pas qui demeure plus iaexpliqué
w serait tentd de dire avee len seeptiques, QQ'il faut
etre aontent dé rire et de ne pas chercher & gavoir
ppmr@uoi,em rit dtautant jue peuﬁééﬁre le rdflexion tue
le rive et mtil ger@it alore aontradictaire mitelle en:

(1}

, ‘ .
decouveit len causas,.?

The opening sentence of 'ugast %Peychologie -
du Rire® is mearsely an encouragencnt to one contemplating

the pursult of this nimble -Tooted Hpirit of Laughter vhieh

1its Xightly in and out of our daily 1ife, and yet. o

Bwﬂﬂmtﬁn=wﬁ=swmeaezneiﬁr‘ncruu'v&mnw'ma@nnmmn@umwuumwnmthnw—ﬁmﬂ—amn«nn}nnm-n |

(1) dueted by Dr. Sigund Treud; ®Wit ond ive Relation
. to the Unconselous® (%, Fisher Unwin Ltd, London, 1016)

Pe 224 from Dugas “Usychologie du Rire® (1002) p.l,
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tantalizingly vanishes when we would ask it whenoé it
comes and whither it pgoes. Inscrutable ag the Sphinx
it sits by the roadside, and puts to the traveller the
eternal riddle "Whence and what am I?%md, whether he
sgcceéd in his answer or whether he fail, the penalty
of his sudacity is always the came -= "le reflecion tue
le rire,” and a good joke is ruined.

Undaunted by the threat of such a peril, ﬁbs%sh
of disﬁinguishe@}travellera; from Plate onwards, have
sought a solution of the riddley but it would appear
that, although many contributicns to thg subject have
heen extremely valuable, and many theories propounded
that cover quite well a2 limited area of ﬁhe.realm of
laughter, no Oedipus has yét arisen whose answer has
been such a8 to rid the curious world of the taunts of
the Laughter « Sphinx., The field is so wide and ite
limits so illedefined that the ﬁhearj must be compree
hensive indeed under which every "quip and cranlk® from
the uttermost confines bf ﬁhe laughable will naturally
end easily fall.

While we daré not hope to succeed where the
reenest intellects of all ﬁimes have wet with only s
qualified failure, we may perhsps, during the course
of our work, stumble upon some new 5érap of evidence

to add to the mass alresdy collected; sand, whatever
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be the result, a short study of this subject can scarcely
fail fo bring to light facts zbout the working of the
human mind, which must for ever elude those who sﬁudy"
only the serious side of the life of the "laughing animal.®
The most common ériﬁicism one meéts with in entering upon
a study of laughter, is that it is too trivial a subject
to engage veally serious attention.  To this it may be
replied that Freud had to combat exactly the same objeetsw
ion, when he commenced his work upon dresms, which is now
being discussed in University and drawing-room throughout
the world; and, while not for one moment contending that
the psychology of lauvghter can ever hecome the topic of
the day in elther Lecture-hall or drewingeroom, we never=
theless hold that it is a subject that challenges; and
amply repays serious treatment. Hazlitt, no doubt, exs
aggerates when he writes that “"to explain the naturé of
lavghter and tears is to account for the condition of hus=

(1)

man life," but certain it is that such an explanation
merits more than the five or six lines that the writers
on general psychology sometimes grudgingly spare it.
It would Dbe advisable before commencing a
study of laughter to give simple preliminary definitions

of the special terms that will be in constant use thr ough=

out © ihis thesis. Much of the vagueness and confuse
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(1) William Hazlitt: *The English Comic Writers®
Introductory Lecture on "¥it and Humour! (Werld's Classics
Series, London) p.le ‘
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ion that has arisen in the treatment of this subject
would éppear to have flowed frém the looseness and in=
consistency of the terminology applied.

Laughter may, for the present, be defined as a movement
of some or all of the muscles of the face, especially
those of the lips accompanied by deép inspirations and
interrupted expiration of sir from the lungs producing
intermittent voeal sgunés of varylng eharacter,

The Smile is generally recognised as being a weakened
form of the laugh, affecting chiefly the muscies of the
mouth and the expression of the eyes.

The Laughabie comprises any object, idea, persoﬁ or event
that by some appeal, howaﬁér faint, to the intellect, pro-
‘vokes or tends to provoke laughter or a smile, It must
not be confused with the purely physiological causes of
laughter, such, for example, a8 the action of laughing-
gas,which do not necessarily include any appeal to con=
seiousness. This distinetion is one that we shall ﬁfési
at of mére fully at = latérrstagés For our purposes
fithe Leughable® will he practically synonymoﬁs with

The Comie, which, unless otherwise stated, will be under-
stood in this wide sense of any object thgi,'enterihg
consciousnesgs, tends to produce laughter. llany writers
give to the Comic a much nerrower signification, ﬁhich we

may later be ealled-upon to discussi but we are followe
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(1)

ing here the usage impliciﬁly adOpted'by Bergson and
other authorities, who have, however never given any

explieit definition of the term.

The Ludicrous connotes the same as the Comic and the
Laughablé, to the more extreme cases of which the ﬁerm'

is generally applied. A distinetion is.sometimes drawn
between the Laughable aﬁd the other two terﬁs: the

Comic and the Ludiérous, it is said, involve am implicif
reference to' a norm or standard which is not contained

in the Laughable. It is doubtful, however, whether
common usage would justify such a distincf;ione and, unless
otherwise stated, we shall not aduere to it in this the-
2ig.

The Witty,!the Humorous, the Comic (in the narrower sense)

Satire, Irony etc. are all species of the Comic,
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(1) Prof. Henri Bergson: Laughter?® translated by

Breveton and Rothwell (Maemillen and Co. London, 1921.)
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THE PYHSIOLOGY OF LAUGHTER & TICKLISHNESS.
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THE PHYSIOLOCGY OF LAUGHTER.

It may rightly be supposed that spuch a subject
as ours will provide matter for endless controversy; and
it will be necessary to give short descriptive and erite
lcal sketches of some of the leading theories propounded,
before entering upon our own investigstion of the phenomena
concerned. There is;vhoweVer, a certain amount of
gommon ; ground upon which 211 theories must meet, note
ably the phyesiélogy of laughter, which, however, the mae-
jority of writers have ignored; and, although it must
be admitted that inVestigation has not proceeded very far
in this direction, a short expenditure of time here may
later be foﬁnd amply to repay us for our trouble,

OQur preliminary definition of iaughﬁer is
little more than a erude desecription of its outward
physical manifestations; which portion of our subject
has heen so closely dealt with by Darwin(l) a8 to dee
mand no attention here, A knowledge of certain

1) Charles Darwin: "The HExpression of the Emotions."
John Murrsy, London, 1872) pp. 198.212,



(7)
internal phyalologiecal concomitents of o hearty laugh,
however, mey enable us the better to understand laughter
in all its formes Loughter ie an interruption of the
normal funetioning of body and mind, and, a8 suah, is )
acoompenied by unususl exoifement of sertaln of the bod-
1ly organge Syenaév propounded the theory that Ylaughe

(1)

ter in a displey of musoular exaitemond,.® Undireeted

surplud nerve enargy . he maintalins, tends to find expresse
lon, Tirstly through those chammels most freguently . in
uwse, and laﬁ@x thrbugh‘thaﬁa less freguently stimulated.

The organs af 2?Liﬂula$m@n and the nuseles of the fase

are the fivsi

-

b\:} By

sffeated; the next are those of

..;m -
T

repivation, whflgﬁa i¥ there is sblll an excess of
energy, it sete In motion firet the smaller ond then
the larger mugeles of the head, limbs, and trunk.
Gorreapondingly, we have the different forms of the
leugh, from fthe flickering esmile to the upraarious
paroxyesms of “laughiter holding both its sides.® e
then shows thet this surpiuﬁ nerve energy ususlly ree
gulta frgm atrong feeling, mentsl op mhyﬁiaalﬁ whieh
ig thug the Ygeneral sause of 1&m@hfn? mmd goes on
to demonstrate thed, wherens painful feelings may at
Lirat tond to exelte the vhyslolopgical resctions
characteristic of langhber, they ultimately have exe
aotly the opposlie effect. Pleasant mental or bodily

feelings are thus left as moest peneral causes of laughter,.,
B!ﬂ#w@mwwmmw@suunwnmnwﬁanﬂweav«wﬂwmwu*wawmuma»vﬁmenna*uoawnafshu.w-
(1) Spencert “lesays® Williems and Horgate,London,
1603%,) Vol.l. Hesay 1V on %9he thn1ulaay of Z%u&hter.
De 200,
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Not all ‘leasureable feeling, however, causes
loughter; 4t would appenyr that a certain degree of
strength or suddenness, or hoth, topether with the abe
msence of ecounterenchting aauseég is -ennential., The
element of suddenness is often emphasized ng the monst
essential attribute of any state of hody or mind that
ig to result in laughter, ond wag evidently uppermost in
the mind of Iobbes when he dubbed the "nameless passion,”
of which lauphter is ﬁhé‘expressiﬁnp fgudden plory.® (1)

As will later be showm, this elsament, altheugh usually
present, is not so all-important as "as bheen thought, and,
even at the purely physical stmpe, gases nre falrly cove
mon in which o gradual Yriee of épiritgﬁ accompanying a
fecling of aolowly increasing bodily wellebeing find exe
pression in lauphter, after reaching = certain point of
intensity. A friend of mine, whilet sun-bathing on the
ot sand nfter o strenvous holf-hour in the breakers, will.
1ie silent for o while, mnd then burst out with a low
curgling lauph of contentmart, ususlly accompanied by the
exelamstion, "O0h, but itfs good to he olivel®  In such

o ease as this, the lifeetide, nlowly rimim& for a qoite
porvetively long time, ot 1n8t flows ever in a‘ripgle of
lavghter expressive of o pure “jole de vivre.¥ Generally,

of course, this eneryy is turned inte more useful channéls

(X

of work or ploy =8 it arises, and only o camparatively sude

€02 b R e o X E L0 6 G IR B2 6T R B B3 9 T 6D 05 £2 S5 69 M B G B 6 OF G TO 50 T D 0% &3 os Gh 6X U 60 e €2 68 o0 12 BD WX 65 02 6h G0 IO IR oy o w ba 60 6n B Gh 62

1) Thomag Hobhes: "Human Nature.® Collected Works.
John Boln, London, 1040} Vol .1V p.4b.
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den accessilon of pleagmnt bodily feeling will show oy
undirected gurplus of nerve enerpgy to ba digsipated in
lavghter,

It ig unnecensory for our purpone to exomine

44 - . o Awad &% 4
the contontions of tlhoe Trom Aristotle to
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the present day, have held thab “pleasure ig the furthers

ancae of 1ife,® (1) but ecertain it ig that lauchter is in

some way csnnected with pleasure, and thet this some pro-

Csess of the furtherance of life, if elightly nccelerated

above lts susionary speed, ils copeble of enusing laughter,
i this point 1t way be found necessary to

e
¥

meet the eriticism of those who deny the posaibllity of
layshter being the:reauiﬁ 6f purely physidlogical causesd,
and who zeearainbiyg identify the Plaughtere pr@dncinﬁ”
md the Peomic.” Uhis identifisstion ism one that may be
found inplicitly assumed in the abtitude of many of the
writers upen the cumie) but it would nppear 10 he entirely

disproved Wy the erxanlnation ¢ guch o olaple phencnanon

a5 the behaviour of certain potients under Ylaughing gas,®
sdninistered for dental operntions, his ges qulckens

the vitel functiocwuing of the hody, ond produses o kind of
transient lutomieation, sometimes awc%ﬁgumir by uncontre
01lables lavghter of which the patient is usuclly gmtlwelv
Wl awarsc, Sully, in this conmection, cuotes the gose of

.

Chis son vhie experionecd an ivvesistible desive bo lauwph

£ G e b A5 YRR S o be U5 TR 40 ED LR ED S B R b & RS 65 £ B K O TR RN BR ou R DY 0 ED 86 T 031 6 40 W K 69 &8 B0 6 oo Do A G U2 B 6 o Ob v 6D beGk ko ga €5
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{1} tuoted from Ksnt by Alewander lain: "Ths fenwces
and the Intelleat,” ﬁ . P.674.
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whilst riding = horse without a saddle. (1) This case,
although not beoring directly upon our main coﬁtentiona
is nevertheless, an wdoubted inctange of laughter cae
used by purely phyoiecal means, To sn inexperienced
rider, without a saddle, the trotting of 2 horae would
cause int-rmittent reespiratory movéments very eimilar

to thone of lavghter, gully also gives the case of

his dauvghter who experienced the gome impulse at the

end of her first mountain elimbEZ) Althouph it is posss
ible that some mental element, o Joyous idea of diffi-
culties overcome, may have entered in here, a p@rt'af‘the
lavghter was undoubtedly due to & surplus of bodiLyvenm
ergy resulting freom an meceleration of bodily functibnu
ing by the gﬁrenuoﬁa exeraiagﬁ This energy, no longer
requirved for the mctual work of climhing,puve rise to an
otherwige inexplicable volume of laughter, Iuch of the.
loyghter of the "jolly good f@lléﬁ“ whoe has been tippling
gither in modera#icn or to ezeest seems to result from
the temporary speeding up of the whole ﬁygﬁém.by nlcohol,
Profesnor N0fTding qiotes Ludovicus Vives (Deﬂhnima 1ib.iii)
as relating of himself “th&ﬁ;ﬂﬁ firat testing food after
a long fast, he could not refrain from laughter,® (5)
Heffding mentions in thigvaonnectioﬁ, the purely physiols
cgical laughter that aecﬁﬁpamie@ the shivering recsulbing
0 15 00 5 5 e e O A O 2 R R e o 0 O o O 1 o e B o

(1) James Sully:s “An Bssay on Laughter® {Longmans
Green & Cov, London, 1602)p.42, ~ .

(2} Sully::  peoit. ped2. n
(3) lierald Noffding: ®Outlines of loychology® tr by
liary B, Lowndes (Maemillan, London 1912) p.291.
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from severe celd, and also raecounts of Roman gladia%érsg
wounded in the diaphrogm, that ﬁhey.aften died laughing,
Suéh cagses as the lastenamed, are, of course, extreme,
and resulting as they do, from a mere externally proe
duced spesmodic ﬁwiﬁahing of the dlaphragm, ean find ne
place in any pbychological theory of laughter. It is,
h@ﬁ%?&?g but o short step from the dying glaéia%@?s to
the case of Bully's sen riding barebask, =and then to his
daughter lavghing at the eemple%ien of her Tirst mountain
climb, This series shows a gradual inerease in the
@sy@hieél element present, althoupgh the purely physiocloge
ioal caused s8%ill continue to ast even after the additiow
of mental factors.

It seeums naturél to conclude that physicle
@gié&l causes are at work in producing lawghter not only
In those cases from which all mental elements are ahsent,
but also as agsisting or iﬁhi%i%imggagents whére.intell»
ectual footors ave anparently the aéie cauges.,  Your

sonventional laughtere<loving type io the henrty rounde
faced, fuil-blecded man, bubbling over with goed health
and good spirites; whilst, on the other hand, any meén
finds it extremely difficult to appreciate a Joke after
suffering for ¢woe or tlhwee days from acute neuralgia.
Leughter depends very largely upon bedily heelth, although
we ave here, of course, such glaring exceptions as

= = = "Thomgs Iiood, who made mere puns and spet more

"hilood than any other man,®
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Je might, perhaps, in generallzing upon ourp
very short trestment of the physiclopgicel pre- ocn&iti@ﬁa
ef 1augh§eﬁ9 gonsider cuvrselves warranted in saying that,

in so far =2s laughter results or tends to result, from

purely physiclogical causes, it arises from a feeling of

hodily wellebeing, usually generated with some degree of
suddennicas s but, before geing so far as this, it would
be advissble for us to glance at the other qide of the
pioture, the re~action nemely, of laughter upon the ore
ganie functionings,

It is = common beliel, e¥pressed in many
maxims . éﬁ%ﬁ@eﬁ and yspular songs, that laughter is cone
uelive to bodily, ags well as mental welle«belng, =nd, une
iike teo many popular beliefs, this would appesr to cpne
tain a large measure of truth, ss is testified by recoge

nised suthorities, Sully here szys, "Laughter may ove
a part of its benign influence on aué bodily state to the
fact that it produeces & considersble incrcase of ¥ibtal
aobivity, by way of heipghtened nerveus stimulation.® (1)
in‘ﬁhis_he‘&ppeays to fellow Spencer, who,long before, had
helé that "there seems to be o good @hygi@lagiaal basis

(2},

facilitates digestion.® (3

fer the popular notion that mirthecreating exeitement

B e e w W iz W W £ £ M & @ m e @ e & W o B e W o B e B e s

glg Fully: Opecits peibe

2} Expressed Tor example, in the old musiceh
¥Laugh before your dimer, lavgh hefore your t
“before you go to bed, and happy you will be.”
{(3) Spencer: Op.cit. pe207.

all ditty:e
ea, laugh
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This quiakaning of the vital astivity of the
hody . ié brought ebout largely =a s result of the intere
ferenée§ by a hearty laugh, with the normal course of the
rasplration. “The sound of laughter is produced by a
deep inspiration Ffellowed hy short interrupted spasmodie
gontractiong of the chest aﬁd especially ef the diaphragg?“
"The deepened inspirations alene are sufficient, by reason
'af the resulting inereased oxygenation of the blood, to
@f@d&@&”ﬁﬁﬂy of %he beneficial resalﬁé that generally
follow from =aetual plysical exercige, and may sven cause
-something of that momentary dizziness that often ascompe
anies decpebreathing exercises., The respiralory mnovee
ments of laughter, however, are cuch that they also have
a most profound effect upon the cireunlation of the bloed,
Bully, in his exeelian% short account of this matt@rg(g)
fellows an arﬁiéle on *Qrpanic FProcesses and Consciousness®
by Angell and Thompson in the "Psychological Review.?

Th@@e investigatorps diseovered that = hearty lough is ace-
pmpanied by a most sudden and merked increage of eaplllary
blood- pressure resulting fram agcelerated circulation,
which phenamenon they explained in the following manner,
The intermittent sound of laupghter ig caused by alternate
cpening énd partial aelosing of the glottls, so that the

air leaves the mouth in chort sharp blasts, somevhat sime
ilar te, although not as vitlent as those emitted in coughe
" ing, whers the glottis is entirely elosed,

(1) Derwing Op.olt. p.202,
(2) Sully® Ope. cits Do 33,
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The effect of these sudden steppages of a strong surrent
of air, is to inocrease the pressure within the chest,
and 80 to check the flow of blood from the veins into
- the heart. This dammedeup venous blocd, when the presse
ure is.zemg?ea during the long inspiration that fellows,
rushes with inereased f@rﬁé and %apidiiy inte the
ohambers of the heart; and so the whole of the cireulw
etion is “speeded up" as a result of these temporary
steppages during expiraﬁione

Without our stepping to deal with the mincé
benefits that must follow from improved digestion, as

iryds
it

mentioned by Spencer, and the etimulation, by viol

¥

lavghiter of mmscles seldom used, we may»feel gafe in -
agaerting thet lsughter reacts upon the system in such
a way a3 to produce an sacelerasion of its funations,
and a sonsequent marked rise in the fesling of bodily
wellebeing. In this way the cloose hond of conneotion
between bodily wellebeing and laughter is still further
strengthened., A rise in the vital energy of the crgane
ism tends to issue in leoughter, which ree-acts upon the
bodily funeﬁi@ning in sueh a way‘as still further to ine
tensify these pleasant feelings from whish it sprang.
The pesular nature of thiec reciproesl action is still
ngre clearly brought out when we are told that vielent

sobbing and the other expressiens of bodily wenlness or

ill-functioning have exactly the oppesite effeat to
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laughter, This "alliaonge for mutual benefit® bhetween
lausghter aﬁd'wellmbéing is, from its very nature, one
that mﬁat have undergone, and must still further underw
go a proceds of gradusl strengthening in the history

of the individual and the race, although, as will be
noticed later, strong couwnteracting influences are often

at work.

TICKLIGINAZS .

Hany of the writers whoe have deslt with

gur subjest, have commenced their treatment with a dis-
guasion of the laughbter evoked by tiekling, a phencmenon
whose outward characteristics are too well-lmown and
have been too fully discusged to demagd anything but a
repid survey here., Tickling consists of the intere
mittent stimulation ¢f certain tactual nervee-endings

in suech a way a8 to produce in the subjeet peculier
sensations, and wuscular reactions invthe form of
laughter, ehtinking and defensive movements. It has
long sttiracted the wriﬁér on lavghter as Eeing one of
the simplest means of indueing the phenomenon, and seo
the best startingepoint for his tbmervations, It has
been closely studied alse, because it is highly probable

thet t&a egsential laughﬁereeéuaing element in tickling

may ¢till be found to he present in those more intéllectw



{16) .

wal sources of laughter we vsually eall the Comic.
Theories of the causes of tisklislmess
end its origin in the development of the race have
been many ond varied;  they range from the contente
ion of Dre Stanley Hall, guoted hy Sullyil) that it
is a survival of a reagtion of eseape from bodily
parzsites made by our prehuman aneestors, tu its come
plete reduction to a sexunl basis of explanation by
Havelosk Elli%,(g) The latter holds that it serves
the double purpese of emeiting erotie foelings, and
of inducing the female to protect her bedy from the
sexuel advances of the mole,  Jledther of these thes
eries, of eourse, giveslany ascownt of the lsughter
whieh always ascompanies successful stimulation of
the tiocklish areas. Sully himself, following a path
first pointed out by Dr, L. Robinson, seems to6 have
arrived mush nesrer £0 a true ascount of the origin
of tieckling =nd the laughter accompanying it, than
have most en%uirersécﬁj Tiekling, he says, iﬁlﬁfigia
nally & form ef playful conbat preparatory te the sere
ious work of life, md the layghter of the mock-~come
batants is o necessary sign by means of whieh sach lets
the other know that he is only ®fumning.® iTher@ ig
an undoubted element of truth in this theory, but it

mer B @ 5 @ @& & B & @ & & W W @ s om ow @ @ W m o w = W W oem & e

(1} Sully: Op.cit. pp.l78-9,

(2} Javelock Ellis: "Studies in the Psychology of
Sex.® (UF.AdDavis Coy, Fhiladelphia, 1019) Vel.1lV.
Chell, on "Ticklishness,® ‘

(33 'Bully:s  Opecite p.5OLT.
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would appear that Suily credites with too great a de-
gree of intelligence, the preahwﬁan sncestors who deve
sloped this habit of laughing during playful combat,
which they have passed on to us, their heirs, in Inse
tinet.  He fanils to slow low any such habit could
hove fivst arisen or aggquired weaning, nor does he
make it plain why laughter should Hmve been achosen am
the playesign, and net one of a huédreé ether possible
reactions.,.

Whatever flaws there nay bé in Bullyf's acce

ounnt of the erigin of laughter during bticlkling, his

at %ha-prasemt stace of evelution would appear to bhe
extremely feagiblag but a statement of this theory
should be preceded by o short suvrvey of the facts that
any theory of ticklishness mugt wedh,

Writers are, with a few exaep%i&nsgliagre@i 7
‘that there ie s diptinct mental element in tleklishness
and the lauvghter eveked by tiekling. “The determining
sonditions include, in addition to a sequence of senw

gntions, a hipher psychical factor, namely an apperceptive

process or ssoigmment of meaning to the sensations.”
The mentel element in tickling is indieanted by the fast

that even o child, in whom ticklishness is highly devel=
& 8\ = o & @ &6 ' ;o B O ™ m s B o R e @ @ @ B S o e B @

gl) HOLTding : for example soys,"Thess phenomena
daughter exceibted by tiekling) must at once be set down
s reflex actions.® Op.cite Pe291,

{2} Bully! Cpecit. D59



)

oped, camnot tickle him%@lfe“(l) Darwin is note -
worthy in thet whilst referring to the laughter of
tiekling és‘ﬁmaﬁifeatiy & vreflex aotion.® he admits 4
that "the mind must be in a plessurable condition.s (2)
That this mental el@meﬁtjis really the strongest fadte

or in tickling may be seen by anyone who will take

the trouble to compare the beh@vioum of & chila}in 8
fticklish mood,* when every movenent of his father's

hand towarde him, results in penls of laughter, with

that of the pame child in =2 sulky or frightened state

of nind, or when tickled by & too presumptious strenger,
whose approashes ave met with teors ond screams.

It isg a @@mm@ﬁAﬁhing also, %0 hesy people say that they
are ticklish "only when they 1like,® that is when they
give themselves up to the fun of it. \

On such 2 basis as this, TZuwlly built up his

(3)
theory: v tielkling is » kind of poodenatured playe
ful attask, which, by reason of its uneertainty and

wnexpectedness, at first throws the child into a2 gstate
of mild slarm. The Tirst shock of the attack over,
however, he p&ﬁceiveﬁ its harmless noture, ané his re-
lief fim@s gxpreasion in lavchter, This explanation

iz made use of hy Sully, in proving his general playe
theory® of laughter: but he makes 1little or ne at%empt

. .
05 BB 4 £ o B 8 2 W s ;| e O e e e o 5 o & B @ © o o™ £ 5 0=

{1} Cavelosk Hllig: Gpgéita Telhe

%2; Emil’l: Oponite ;Lj?e?;i)le
31 8ully:  Opecite. ppe (3=id,



(19)

to link the laughter of tickling,'on to the laughter
resulting from purely physiological causes. The two,
as we shall see, are by no means so different in nature
a8 would at first appear.

The laughter of tickling is, in reality,
only a repetition on a slightly higher plane of the

wmble form, It results from a sudden realization of

wellwbeingplﬁggre one had momentarily halfe-expected
bodily murt, Our explanation has here taken a step'
upwards from the physiclogical sphere to a realm of
intelleet which is, however, still concerned with the
preservation and enhancing of that bedily.welfare which
is the sole cause of laughter at = lower level. VWhile
life runs its éven céursa, the pressure of the vital
energy may hot be intense enough to burst the bonds‘of
seriousness, but, after the momentary depression caused
by the approgch of &.superiqr and apparently antagonistic
forece, it rebounds with a new vigor, in peals of joyous
laughter. IHan is & kind of vital Jack - in - the = box,
who does not realize the power of the spring within him
mtil a big hand has pressed him down, and closed the li&
for a moment. Lavghter at the physioclogical stage, shows
% shriking resemblance to that accompanying tickling.,

The laughter expressive of the pure joy of physical life
is seen to a markedfdegree, in the convalescent th is

rapidly recovering from the effects of a long illness,
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or even in the ehild whose aching tosth has suddenly
and mirasculously ceased to trouble him,

It is interesting, in thia connection,
to note that g%atemenﬁ made by Ir, Drever to the
effect that if‘th@:imﬁulsegfe.eXpr&ss either the
instinet of Qalfﬂelgtian, ¢r bthat of self-subjection
be baulked by any extemal ag@ats.the emobion corres-
ponding to the gther of the pair will ke set ap,(l)
and to cuupare with thig the sase of tickling, where
a state of depresvion ecaused by a teunporarily antage
onistiec and superior forece, im succecded by a period
of elation ﬁhen that force turns out to be utterly
hamrless, and,indeed, %o be merely pondering to one's
F@wn pleasurea,

Another aidelipht, this time from the
physivlogicnl side, is thrown upon this portion of
(2)

our subject by Ewald Heeker, whe attempted to

explain tlekling and the Isucghter accompanylng it,
en purely physiclogieal lines, fhe alternation
of pressure snd release that constitutes the aot

of ticlkling ¥has as o conmeguenee, a roflex stime
éu-c-dwalmne&@wﬁ‘n&e»pﬁﬁ—«naﬂa&&&eawmmpsp&@mnwmﬁ?@-ﬂﬁwnaﬁmd.atﬁbﬁwh&bﬁwl

{1} Drs J, Drever: ®lnstinet in Lon®, (Conmbridge
University ¥rress,l921), p.192. fThe twe cases are not
exactly parallel, of sourge, but I just touch upon the
matter here in order Lo open up the way for a fuller
treatment . at s loter stage,

(2) Whone work, *The Physiology snd Peychology of
Loauphber and the Comio® le, wafortunately unprocurable
in New Zemland, This treatment is from gquotations given
By HEffding %&pgaiﬁep,zgl@ and Ribot taThe Psyeholopgy

of the .. . o s \
; Imotions.® (Walter Beott Company London )
~ Pe3ibe7s
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lotden of the syEpe athetle nerves, vhich shows itesell
in a fhyﬁhmie contraation of the bloed vessols,® (1)
This results in o rhythaie iohibitien of the Tlow
ef blood to the brain, which would thus pour the
whole of its blood back to the heart mush too¢ quicke
1y for the constristed arterles teo remedy the des
flelensy were it not for the compensatory action
of lauvghtors Iaughter, an has already been shown,
tends alternately to impede &ﬁ& 40 agcelerate the
flow of venous blood inte the thorswe, the two pro-
cegoes corresponding to the ey ifau&@ﬁ and the inge
piration resgpeoctively. Thus we find thet the
sontaot-movement of tiekling, which causes & cone
traction of the bloodevessels and a restrietion in
the supply of bleod to the braine.fasulis also in
an ingreased pressure in the thorax, ond & decreased
flow of blood from the brain. It is enly when
the interruption of the contach frees the restricted
&ft@ﬁ$a$, that the iﬁggiraﬁimn allows the hlood
freely to dysin off iﬁﬁé the heurt. This physiolpge
ical emplemation of tickling will be seom 10 correde
pond very alosely to our explenation on the piychieal
side, although it is not here 9uggest@d‘thaﬁ the twe
cant be in any way combined, foweveyr mush truth

(1) Horfding: Op.cit. De 201,
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there may be in Herker's theory, it errys in ignoring
21l aspiritual elements; but we would only point out
that it utilizes, on the physiologleal side, the cSale

of events that we have deseribed on the mentsl

o

gserie
plane, o depression in the feeling of bodily wellebeing,
followed by a sudden rebound that restores the crganism
to lts nazﬁal ét&té af healthy funetioning, or, to be
more eorrect, to évﬂﬂméhﬁéry state pomewhab above the

noermal .
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THBORTEA OF THE COMIC.
L L e T T T L LT e

Alrendy we nave blundored, sonewhat elumsily
perhops, over a@ntfﬁvergial ground, and, if W@lare to
hope foy any wmeasurs of succass in our eftorts to
travel o little further along the rosd than others
have dene, we musht spend o short time in examining
the fracks vhioh theay have made, lest we should stume
hle inte the pitfalls dup for them in addition to
the @ﬁéa especially preprved for ouroelves.

There have hoen, in the history ¢f thought,
two maln linen of answer Lo the Loughter = 3§h1ﬁ3°5
riddle, both of whish have numbered amongst their
sdhorents nome extromely keen minds, The general
attitude of the first sehool is, perhaps, best exe
prew ﬁ@a by Hobbes: ®the passion of 1auéhter ig nothing
eiga Bu% suddaen glory arising from some sudden sone |
cception ¢f seme enmlnency in ourselves, by comparison

with the infirmaities of others, or with our own Forme

Cerlye® (1) Al1 axplanationdg of this type. have
been dubbed MTheories of Degradation®, olthough, as

B NS nE O mo 4 B TR O GR G WD KL B 0 DR OF T WY 60 w3 W B0 B0 63 en B kD M rn SO VE A W 6R R d B g B o AR 1S5 608D 60 60 G ke 6 e o ke e B

(1) Thomas lHohbes: Op.eibt., s 46,
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will be seen, the idea has taken widely diverse
forms in different writers, It is to the Gevman
schoola of psyesheloplists and philosophers thaﬁ.wa
owe the second typse of anéwers'ﬁhe intellestual
Theory or Theory of Ineongrulty, whish, bréadxy'
9peaking§ aszerts that the loughs l@ is ﬂe he found
in the ?eaa?nitiaa ef an ineongrulty a@t yean Lwo
objects or situations.  Up $111 ouite recent times
these were practically the sole conjestant theories
on the field, but ol late yéarag others have been

avolved  puided, oenly to

o2

often, by o desire for
novelly ratler than by a cureful exemination of all
the faota,. & Bfief historiesl survey and criticism
of eash of the mein theories 1o probably the heet

introduetion to a study of the Cemie,

e | THEGHRY  OF LEERADATION.
- 3 20 0 0 4 o R O 2
Whilst ene dare not number Tlate a amongst
the definite uphold of thig fL%GVY; it ia of inte
st 1o note that he held that th@ @mgaaﬁ of lavghte
lay in selfe«conceit nllied with 4@1@?““@? or wenkness

of some kind. "The vain concelt of beauty, of wise

dowm and of weslth are ridisulous if they are weal,
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2,

Thase of them (the selfeconeeited) who are weak
and wable to revenge thenselves whar they are
langhed %, may ba truly called ridieu&eu$aﬁ(l}
Aristotle alse evidently inclined in this dire@ﬁw'
ion when he defined the lauwgklnble as thaet which
has to do with what is = deformed ov mewn, bub
not painful or destructives
| The resl oripiastor of this theory
appears Lo have bheen Thomas Hobbes, whe finds the
iaune of lavehter in Y2 B%d@&&‘@&ﬁ@@?ﬁiﬂn.@f BOmE
ability in him that laugheth?®, (2) godned by a
C o

comparison of hiwmself with one who ia in some way
his inferior, He sdds, nowever, thot laughter
iz to be found moatly In those Pwho ave censcious
gf the fewest ahiliﬁié@’iﬂ'th@mgéivasﬁ who are

“

foroad to keep thensmelves ia their owh fav oy

uy
ohserving the imperfestions of othsr men,® (3)
Alshough he makes some very pertinent peouwrks

ghout laughter in the couple of pages lottad to

the sublect, Hobhes does acl atieapt to carevy his
treatment out o 19 logiecal conclusion, or 4o

offer eny of the explamoiions and enendations that

%8 e 6 30 B G O 0 O R O 8 A 0 B e 0 0 5 % o o 9 € 0 B D 05 O e G B
(1) Flate: "Ihilebus.?  Jowedt IV. p.H23.

{2) lloWhes: Pluman Hatuwe.®  p.406,
{5} Tobhes: ®Leviathane® (Uolleectsd Works; John

folm Londen, 1840) Vel 1IVe p.df.
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every orude general thedry domands.

Hobles was followed by ilezemder Bain
for whom “the ceeanion 6f the Iudlerous is the
Degradation of person or intorest possessing dipnity
in civoumstances that exeite uo other emotia&§ﬁ'€1§
The plessure derived from degrading - he refers to
eithor ths “sentinent of Power, direct or sympathetic,”®
or "ithe release “rom o stote of Constraint®, whilst,
in &nﬁﬁhﬁf plaae, he mentiong an outburst of 1&&gha
ter os consbitubing a frequent accompeniment of the

(2)

Wemotion of Power,®

sesn, at o glance, to acccunt for much of the lsughter

which comes within our eVefy&ay gxperience, but, even
in the form piven by the labiter, it is not at all
elesy how they would po on to g@ply'ié to some of

the subtle loughter of wit andhhumeura o Lo many ef
the forms of 9graupalaagh%er;“ They mzie ne abteupt,
howaver, to foellow thely theowy up, deemning the sube
jeot too trivial, no doubt, Lo engage for long, the
gerious attention of yhilcaaph€?g¢(5}
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{1} Alexander Palui:  PHentol and Moral Scicnca.®
{Lengmans Green & Cos  London, 18&4) pe?lf,

{2) Ibid: pe 257,

(3} Sinee the completion of ment of this theslis, a
regent work has come to hand which would appear, to



(a7)
{j},} {Continued)
sone extont, to follow cut the Th%@%y of Degradation
to its logleal esouslusionms - It is Dr. Boris Sidis?
HPhe Egy&h@lagy ef L&&ghﬁ%r“ {sppleton and Cone
pany , Hew York, 191%,) 'Thia book, I may say,’
was umpraurahle in sew Zealand, =nd reuched me too
late te influenge the wribing of this ﬁh@ﬁig but
o Teow refars n*@@ to it will be found in my later f%b@@e
Dr. 8idis devotes himself to the extemsion, by mesus
of mﬁéy exoellent sxamples and minoer rules, of his
gentral pesition, ﬁhiéh‘is h%gﬁvezgrassaé in hig ewn

werdse "o laugh from strength and we laugh at weake

nesH . Taughter arises from the ganse of fresdom of
montal aotivities.  We lmgh from consclousness of

cur cuperiocr pover when we see the waaknéﬁs of the
infericr,® (p.80.) And again, *There is lauphter
of enjoyment the more the difficult hea@ma% eagy

but the woere the esgy o diffieult, the more cocasion
for lauphter, or derisldn, = ersece. Shall we say that
the one is the speending laushter, the laughter of

triumph, =nd the @%hﬁr the reverse, the @e@amadiﬁg

lenghter, the launghter over the dofeatod?? {pe23.)
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mﬁzmy or IEGQEGRGITYG

sinéeg as haaﬁhéeﬂ salid, most of the
upholders of the Theory oflxnaengruiﬁy have heen
Geymans , mahy of the writings upon thi@‘agpeeﬁ of
aué subject are beyond our reésch, whiech fact, cone
sidering the total inadequacy of the m&jﬁritﬁ of
these theories to explain the phencmena, necd net
worry us aé much 08 might be supposed, It ig =
oharacteristic of German ochools of thought bo exe
plain in %arm@‘@f pure reasoeng @nd %ﬁ@s@ ra%ian;
2l explanctions, to the lnglish ﬁype af;ﬁindb
oecupled asg it now in with the instinetive bases of
1ife, eftem appear absurdly insuffTicient. .

Eant is the first preat champlion of the
Theory of Incongruity as providing an explanation of
the aomis. For hiwm the esszence éf the comia lies
in dissolved exyeatéﬁian,.iﬁvolving scme;ahﬁmadityg
the laughsble conaistse in the sudden paxeagti@a of -
an incongreity between the expeetéd and the astual,
understanding by the "expected® everything thet scan,
without jerring, find a place in theappereeptive
mass o P #Laughter ,* he says, %ig an affeaﬁian

arising from 2 gtreined expectation beinpg suddenly
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redused to n@thingg“(l} Schoy@nhguar puts practics
ally the same iden in « slightly different way, when
he says that Pthe source of the ludiecrous is always
the paradexicsl, and therefore unexpected, gubgémpta
ion of on object under a conéption which in other
respects in different from it, and ascordingly the
phenarencn of laughter alwaye signifies the sudden
apprehension of mn incongruity between such a cone
sepbion and the real object thought vnder it, thus
between the obotrmat =nd the emerete object of pore
oeption."{?}  Brofessor Lipps, following these

twe writere, prefers, however, a type of the theory
which involves what he terms "internsl incongruity.”
For him, bthe incongrulty no longer exists between

two separate 'ﬁﬁates, say twe concepts, or a concepd
and o percept, bubt between two distinet and sontrary
elements in the some presentation. His typieal

(3)

example, oo ably discussed hy Sully, is that of

the child wearing his faother's tall hat, or the
father wearing the 1ittle ecap of his son. It is
in the absurd nature of this wwatursl connestion of
the blg and the little that the mind (inds material

for laughter,
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{1} Kant: "Critique of Aesthetic Judgment.® ¢ by

JeCeeredith, (Oxford, 1011) p.199. |
{2} Arthur Schopenhouer: “The World as Will and Idea®
te.by Naldane & Kemp.(Kogan Paul ,London,1000 ) Vol.11l,p.271
(5) O§!¢€}i‘ge Die 9 ‘F’l?a :
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A1l the forms of thig theory, like most
of the explanations efvthe comiae put Torward at
various times, c¢an guite Justly be met with the
double eriticlesm that they exclude.  much that is
most eertainly‘damicé at the @a@g/%%gg thay ine
slude mueh thaﬁjaauld, by ne stretch of the ime
égimati@n;_ha conpideraed sveh AsBain points out,
Winequality of means to ends, diseord, disproportion,

falgehood, are incongrucus bubt not necessarily

ludierous: an fdiot ruling o nation is highly
incongrueus, but not l&ugh&%l%;ﬂ€l) n the other

hend it is surely etretohing the connotztion of
Yincongruity® to meaningless lengihs to make it
the @séenti&l qu&iity in the laughter of the victor
g&éing dovm upon his conquered foe, or the merrie
ment of & alty @raéd whent n dignified policeman
8lips, aLé folls upon thé pavemnent

Were the Theory of Ineaﬁgzuity’a aorrect
explanation of the ludicrous, we should empeot,
ﬁhat“ orce = Joke had been hesrd or n funny situstion
aeﬂ@eds iﬁ would, ffcm that moment, cense to proveke
laughiér in the individual perceiving it. | There
is no longer sy ewpectation 46 be dissolved, or

any sudden Incongruity 4o be sprung upon the renson

. bt g 03 T2 62 0% B SY 4 R £ GRS e G OF UR R ON O £ 5 00 i R FR 85 OF £ £ 5 8% 0 0 5 6 3 5 6 66 T BE AR Gk D U5 6 1 62 W B gD
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(31)

the mind lnows what is coming, and so eannot be sure
rrised into a laughe. As a matter of foct this is
oeften found to be the esase, espesially in the more
ephemersl kinds of wit: a pun or an eplgrem tends
to loge iﬁa hitel &fiéﬁ the first time of hearing.
That this ig hy no memns o universal rule, however,is
shown Ty the l@ﬁg and hearty life of some of the old
“chestnute” that ﬁ&ve been eﬂu@k;eé aver f@r the
last couple of deosdas 0F utTe. Bome jokes depend
Tor their foroce upon {h@ suddeness and unexpecteds
ness with which they are gp@ung‘upqn‘usg othern
gain their hold by their appeal 4o some deep-seated
prejudice or feeling within the heart of man.
Bapecinlly is this notiseable in ﬁhe realm of litere
aﬁure:v it ip difticult te raigs a:smile during a
second reading of Oscar Wilde's axﬁremely witty play
“On fh& Importance of Being Bamest®; whilet Gold-
smithts ¥YViear of @a&@féélé@ i@ & never-fail Aing

fount of bubbling laughter te the lover of quiet
humoury « Bven the wost ha QLﬁ@V@ d wittioisn or abe
surdity, however, is capable of affgrﬁing uz lmmense
delight if we oursgelves are telling the story te an
apprecistive audience, There is quite 2 common type
of soecalled humourist who will, witﬁ.greaﬁ glee, ve=

gount hig slender stock of three or four pet jokes %o
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every ascquaintmnce of rallway train or dining tablgﬁ
and will find such esecasions to alford him n hottoms
less well OL laughter, He in nimself is & guifi-
eient rebuttal of any theory that would find the
esgence of thoe laughable in any sudden eonseption of
an wienpeoted incongrulty.

It id by no means iagertinent te ask
Lipps and the Inﬁéllaatual Bohoal why the perooption

of an incongruity should result in the partieulay

physicnl reastion which we ezll laughter. Wiy
showld iU not ¢all Torth any of the other reactions

of whiéh,maa ig capable? The zmteliaﬁtuww ghe
axplain the eamié by reference to the inconpgruous,
but they show no ﬁaaessary senviection bEﬁ%@$ﬁ this
and the oomic as defined by u% in t@ mg of ;aumhtero.
Ant wiil later be seen the Yheory of Incengruiﬁy is
here far iﬁfﬁriar to ﬁdrtaln o&vmlemmentg of the

elder Theory of B&ﬁ?xd&&i&ﬂa

111, BARGAOE'S  PHEORTY,
: L i Lt 2 T Y P PR )
Henrd Bergson was aus of the first writers
to plve to laushter o ial sipmiflicanasy for him

it is & weapon wielded by soolety ngainst recaleityrant



members whose sins are not sueh ng to warrant
legal punishment or soeizl ostraciom, There is,
88 »n result of the working of some mental law of
imertin, alweys o tendency fox men' e éatiéns to
hecome mechenicnl and sutomatiec, Heaesaary as
thisg process of habltefopmation is at the lowsr
levels of action, when it beging to oreep inta
the performance of more important acts it becomes
2 distinet menace to sogiety. | That ga&iéﬁy ey

flourish it is essential thet its members should

o

be constantly adapting themselves to thelr envirens
ment snd their éﬁvirenmenﬁgtﬁ themselves, 2nd any
tendency towards merely mechaniceal receltions is ot
orce seen and checked by scclety. Ag a rule the
fault is not grave enough to c¢all down upon itself
the law of the Bgate, although,in eggeé where the
results are seriouns, the individual may incur g
charge of Peulpable negligencs®, Heither does
soeiety feel eniled upon t6 hoyeott a mon feor mere
absentmindedness, but some correctlion must be appe
lised.Ba socliety laughs,.

The ultimeate cause of lovghter is
thus seen to he the perception of a Yoertain mech-
anieal rigidity, just where one would expect to find

the wide-mwake adaptability, snd the living plinble- .



ness of a hum&ﬁ'beingéﬁﬁl) That is laughzble
which tends to travel off at a tangent whilet society
is whirling in a eircle, so thaﬁ ahsentmimdeéﬁ&@@ |
becomes, for Bergson, the typieal form of the comic.
He given ns aon example, the eane of a men who, not
notining a stone in his path, stumbles ond falls,

The passers-~ by burst iﬁta roars of lauwphter, which
ig really the exprescion of sceiety's eriticiem ab
the conduct of one of its menbers whe ig 9o lost to
the world ag to £=2il to notlice the obsitacle in his

WEY o It must not bhe suppesed, of course, Lha

lauvghter la, without ez@eptidn§ o moral influenece,
for it is confermity to the customs of the sooinl
grovp,rather than teo the tenets of morality,that |
seeiety demands. Bergson is of the opinion, howe
ever, that the general influence of laughter is good
rother then bade
This account of laughter will appesr
very one_sided and incomplete unless we menbion the
three conditions inpisted by Bergson at the beginning
{2}
of his heeok,
{2) “The Comio does not exist ocutnmide the pule of
what is strictly lwuman,Y if we lough at non<human
B9 15 2 b o e 0 5 1 e 9 8 0 8 6 B B o 3 3 G B e B9 Ot G R e O e
{1) Bergson: Op.eit, p.l0.
(2) IThids  pPPe 3 = Te
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@bjaétag it 19 only beocause we have detested in them

(el

f

s bhat

Pt
[85]

some human atititude or expresaion, It 1
we may iaugh at the turnipeand-candle ghost of the
small bey.
(v} Absence of feeliﬂg is essentiol to the Comie,
for its sppeal in to pure intelligence.
(e} Taughter is always laughiter in & group in which
ne one @uﬁséde the g?eug can join,

Since various peints in our guarrel with
Bergsoen's theovy will appear througheut the course
of this thesis o very brief eriticism will here
suffice. Brilliaﬁﬁly original as this theory im,
it is only by Aint of muck squeesing and distortion
that its author can fit into 4t all the fnets which
he has setd @ﬁ%'t§$ex§1aime He works out o technie
que, which he turns into o kind of packehorse whose
function 4t io fu earyy Lypotheses, proved in a few
instences ot the lower levels of the laughable, into
the hipghest reclms of the Cemie.  He finds, for
instence, ﬁﬁaﬁ the mechanism of comic situatiens ig
haged upon the ﬁhr@e‘pfcaeaﬁeé of repetition, ine
version aud reciprocal interierenee of series, and
having, by dint of muech stretohing, fitted ememples
of wit, or what he ezils %the Comic in Words®, wndex

one or other of these heads, he assumes that he hasg
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proved his main thesis as far as wit is concerned,
although, by this time the reader has lout nll
toveh with the mechanieal rigidity from whiech he
abarted,

Commencing from an explicit statement
of his main theory he bheging to apply it to wider and
ever wider eireles, each time dropping o 1ititle of
its meaning, witil, vhen we ot last reach the outer
confines of thé Comie, we are at o loso to Find on
our packehorse. any of the bopgrpe with whiloh we
se hopefully started out,

Another instance of this gradual mcveé
ment from the oripinelly meaningful toe the almost
meaningless ia to be seen in Rerpggon's attempt ¢o
found adult's sppreciation of the Comie upon the
child's laughter »nt the antias of éuah;%ay@ g tﬁe
Ja&ksinaﬁhefhaxg and the demeings=Jack, It is
surely bordering upon the ludicrous te try to prove
that the scene in “Don Guixnocte® where "the mule-
driver striles Sanche, who helabours IMaritormes,
upen whom the inkeeper f2lls ete.¥, gains its comic
eleﬁeni from an implleit conperisen with ehildhood's
memory of the everepgrowing snowball which we have
all laboured to build. Yet it is by establishing

sush 2 commection thnt Rergson attempte to transfer



(37)

the rigid and mechanical nsature of the snowball to
the farcical melee in the attie,

Iven in those cases in which Bergson
applies his $ouchstone of mechanism more direstly,
it is by no means sure that other and contrary
the&rieé would not supply an equally satisfactory
explanaiianﬁA In dealing with the Comlic element
in bodily defermities, vwhich is wmost commonly espied
and expressed by ehildren and the lower races of
men, he maintaine that laﬁghﬁer here arises from
the perception that the hump or the squint might well
have been acquired by some mechanical habit of holde
ing the normal body in a wrong pcaitiong(l Thus
»sceiety lavghs that.ifs members may beware of deve
eloping hunpbacks or souints. Any writer, with=
out a theory tc¢ prove, whe had seen z group of
school ehildren mocking the'mehtally-er bodily—déé
Tormed butt of the neighhcurhoadslwguld realize the
futility of crushing such gz case into any brilliant
new hypothesis. when the existent Theory of Degrad-
ation offers a far more feasible explanation to any=-
one who does not shun the old ag such,

this eriticism bhears even more sﬁrongly
upon Bergsonis explanation of our laughter at the

~peculiar dress of another age or country: ordinarily,
'iuéﬁ—c

hpn--nuumﬂnm?—-&ﬁmungann‘aum--unnnﬁp&wspn--msnnun uuuuuu -,

(1) Bergson: Op.oit. p.23.
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he holde, a man's glothes sre taken as a part of
hie living moving body, but, a8 seon as he sppears
¥ yellowestookinged ond erc#segartered®; we pereelve
that his dress is merely o wmechanieal disguise of
his roeal velfy mnd we laugh bBecouse that whioh wes
living.ig 1oy deaﬂ;gl) Te me tﬁi@ eartoinly
saemt 0 be the same puperior laughter as that
which the British sallor levelled at the Frenclmen
Wh@f@alied a cabboge ‘ehou! (shoe) Pwhen he lnew
the bhlessed thing w was & aabboge,®

ey
&

a+
(X?

94411 nnother example, Bergson
egplaing the launghter coused by the ﬁﬁla@sﬁi@k”
anties of a olowm tumbling and léépimg in the oire
ous ring as ari@ing’frem & growing impression of
his rigidity, of his likeness $0 a thing rether
than o person, We would cerbtainly prefer fo
lean in the other dirveetion, =nd Tind some ﬁhéaxy
bag ed unon hia Jﬁﬁ%ﬂ@i?@ LlV@l&ﬂ@FB, and the very
gvident fact ﬁﬁaﬁ he is disehavpging = surplus of
Nervousy an&.mantal eneryy. On one vocasion, 1
heard a house ®hrought dom® with & simple Joke
whose technique consisted in the exasct reversal

of Berpson's procesg, namely,the attributing of
human qualities te o piesce of mechanisme- " A man

whose Ford car or "Iin Lizzie® had heen stolen,

DS BMEOERISD T A MR R M IR I NG e €3 CL0h 09 62 B G S5 w5 1 £ 01 ED 63 5 60 O T 63 0 62 g5 62 gedn D 6 @ 6

(1) Bergson: Op.cite pe39,.
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inserted. in the agony column of o daily newspaper.
the appeal, “Lizzie, come homel ALl is forgiven,®

Bergson might, of eourse, reply that the comic elew

@
Hr

a
w3

E

ment here 11 i the implied mechonization of the
nsual type of advertisement appearing in this cole
unng but this is surely a very roundabout way when

foy gimpler explanations aye possibles

V. . FREUD'S  THUORY.

A G 0D B €S e pR 4B 60 58 U 60 42 00 6B

Anyone posaessing even a moderzte kuows

ledge of Dr. Freud's general psychologlaeal theory,
could make a Tairly safe guess os to the principles
laid down in his treatise on Wit, but he might not
be prepared for the very close parallel vwhich Freud
draws between witework and dreamework, The writer
evolves o very complicated wite-technique which he
shows o be very largely the same =2 that pub forward
in hig "Interpretation of Dresms ¥ The main proe
cesses in the formation of a withty saying, as in
dream formation, are condensation, displacement and
indirest representation, Ag on exemple of the firast

of these procesnes, he guotes a poor relation of Raron
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Rethsehild a9 sasying "Rothsehild treated me just

like on equal, quite famillioneire in font,® and
€ 4 AL _ 9

it is very notleeable that hie whele treatment of
this portion of his subjeat alosely vepembles the
apeniﬁg chapters on olips of the tonpue in his
“Introductory Lefetures on Psyoheanalysin.®

The beshnigue of wit having bsen shown
to be to o larpe extent identical with that of
dreams and everyday slips and misﬁakeéﬁ it ie guite
ensy b0 go on t6 show thet ite funotion hos much
in common with the funotions of these cther phenome
ena, and is, in fact, the gratifiestion of a tende
ency whiech would otherwise remain ungratifisd, the
dizeharge of psychic energy which would sthervige
remaln dunned Up.

: '

How the demwing vp of any psychie ensrpy
implies the existence of anethsr more powerdul sum
of enerpgy, whese Dunetion it is to gusrd the undesire
able magss of Tesling, I by sy wmesns this {irvst
energy chould slip ovt under the cloak of & wittice-
ism, the guawdiag»@nergy gt ones becomes superflucus,
and nminet Tind seme mediwn of discharpe. This mede
ium is laughter, which thls vepresents “the etatie

= &

energy ubilized in the inhibition « « « «» now sudden-
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iy bhecone superiluocus.” (1) Correspendingly we
have o gudden éﬁmesaiaﬂ of pleasure, which always
results from the corveraion of static energy into
aatual dynemic eneryy. It is thug that the
pleaspure and the langhter which ascompany wit are
derived, |

A distinction drawn by Freud hetween
CPnarmless® vit and PHendency® wit is one that will
ppoveﬁggéa% use toe us in the trestunent of our sube
Jeet . although we cannot agree with hinm ag regards
the sonnobationg he goves to these termsgig)
Hermiens wit be deTines as wit for its own sake ,wit
which gerves no othor partisulor gurpagag Tende
ency wit, on the other hand is wit vhish provides
en outlet for some tendency or urge vhose noermal
et of discharpe is cleosed, Frend pives Tour
ﬁyﬁes of such wit ¢ « exhibitionistic opr checeneg
wit, apsressive or hogtile wit, dynisal wit and
seceptieal wit, any of which may make full use of
witeteolmioue in order to express the vrpge they ree
present. the two lastenomed fypes, 4t will be
seen, might well be clawsed under sgpressive wit.

lorresponding to the distinstion hetween

oY O B2 W I R I O Ok 0% 0% KB 6D 60 U5 oF 4 360 09 0 4o wm Vi Y 4 o0 i %o B 68 O 0% o gk 1 RO o T BT G 4% ¥R 08 I UR 0RO £9 6 o 4 ki edd
(1) Treud: Op.elt. pe 220,
{2) Ope.elt. pel2d = 137,



(42)

‘hapmiless and tendensy wit, is one between “fore «
pleapure® and Yremovyal pleasure® vhieh terms
reprosent the pleasure arising from the above twe

(1)

types of wit ?eépeﬁtivﬁlyﬁ In harmless wit |
the foree pleasure is the only plesmsure, and ree
presents,like the pleacure of tendency wit, an
esonony of ezpenditure in cnerpy. in serious

. speogh feagan is for ever on puard to prevent
absurdities, =md te ensurs thet the true meaning

of o word or pentence shall he the sole Peason

o

fer its utterance, But in o wittleieom, reason
is nvolded, =nd the mind hegins to play with
goerds ond physges regardless of thelr true iegie-
al sipgnitication, The muehedespised pun is &
spiandld éﬁqﬁp1$ of this ¢ mere superficial
sound reésemblances are baken s the hasle of
ssgoelation, and the controlling power of rational
thought 1s throwm o the winds, Barmleas wil
thus represente a temporary esospe from the econtrol
of Peason, Reason, apparently, onee befeoled,
#ioins in the fun® in the fern of lavghter, In
tendency=wit, this plesmure ond Lamghter arising
from the mere techniouve of the wittlcoion arve alse

e b s i e 6 B T £ 03 T e GH AT WD LY PR 25 £ G5 R THCR B 4D N 62 £ 0 6D 47 40 68 65 6t gn D 9 €2 4R £9 0 1 20§90 65 4 13 69 T wm

£} OpeCite Do 210 = 12,
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pregsent, but they are almost eclipsed by the pleasure
that results from the freeinp of 2 powerful urge now
for o short time sllowed exprension. This ig the
¥removalepleasure® of tendency wit,

Freud's rabther rambling discusesion of
wit is, perheps, best summed up in his own words, in
which he reviews the history of its development in
the individueal, a1t {wit) begins a8 play in order
to obtain pleasure from the freo use of words and
thoughte , As soon o the prowing reasen forbids
“this senseless play with words and thovghte it turns
to the jest or joke in order to hold to these sources
of plemsure, and in order to be able o galn new
pleasure from the iliheration of the abeurd. In the
role of harmless wit 1t zscisls the thoughts and forte
ifien them apgainst the im&ﬁgmm@n% éf the critical
Judgment , wherehy it makes uvse of the prineiple of
intermingling the pleasures sources, Finally it
enters into the grest slruggling suppressed tendencies
in order to remove inner inhibitions in accordance
with the principle of foreepleasure, Reason, afitlenl
Judpment ond suppression, these are the forees which
it combetz in turn. « » = = The ﬁl@agure which it
produaes, be Lt play pleasure or ranoval pleasure,

can ot 211 times, be traced to the economy of psyehics
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ensrgy in so far as mieh o consepblion does net sone
tradict the natvre of pleasure, and proves iﬁaeif
productive also in other fields.* (1)
Although Freud's shief veneern is with

the pasychology. of wit, he adds a final chapter on

the Comle, which term, however, he makes no atiempt
te define, treating it smetimes 2o & genus uwider
which “with ie o specles, and sometimes as a cognate
gpecies with wit =nd hmmour, The pleasure derived
from the Comic nrises in very much the same way as in

the case of pure wit, by on eceonony of poyehic e

penditure, = Now, however, the cooncmy ig not one of
inhivitien ubt an "economy of thought¥e In witnhesg.-

ing sny man in o comic abbtitude, situation er zation,
we um@@naaicu@ly sompare the smount of energy he is
enpending with the smount that we should put forth

were we in hig positiony and from the surplug of

one of these amounts over the other seings the
plegsure asnd laughter f the Comic. An examble

may serve to malke this very doubitful theory o litile
clonyer, A mon in the etreset, =nugeged In an animade

#d conversation, gestioulates =and sults his pations

to his words in a way that we rightly consider ludi=
OYOUR e The laughter resulting in the enlackers

PO AR CHUMEN RN RRBCDRERCE B MEDRS RO EM N R PE N BEE RS Om R o

(1) Opascit. pe 212,
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arises in the following manner: we instinctively
tend to imitate any action that we nea, Eﬂd,%ﬁ
inpsrvotion correspending 4o the act to he imitated
e cenbral eez'bfa“ EYEHS Almost
immedlately, hovever, we see that the men iy ede
pending fux o moTe energy than is negessary t¢ the
achievement 67 his end, and we have an ides of the
much eanier way in which we would sarry on the cone
srsatione. How, since the formation of en idea

of o simple act domsvds a w =ﬁﬁﬁ)&m&116T @ﬁggnéitura
by

o

¥ enersy than 4l
&sﬁpliaaﬁad agt, 1t follows thal we have a surplus

of lonervation-anergy when we discerd the motoreides
of @ura@iﬁ@a gesticulating &8 we tall Tor the aimpler.
ldea of ourselves convsrsing quletly. This surplus
of ideco-mohor cunergy finde szpression s lavghbter,
which thug represents the dlffersnce between the

energy needed for the vetiting up of an ides of &

[te

gimple setion and thel iunvelved in the idea of o
mere complar aotiots in the oave of aun immoderate
er inzppropriate wmovement on the perd of the other,
wy pranter expenditure for wnderstandlng bLeoomen

o

inhibited Yotobtu o ﬁascendlhurzrg the mobiiization as

is were, it ism declared superflucus and stends {ree
t%(l)

é&gsqammnnauauhmaﬁmﬁm&a‘pﬁagumawuaawﬂuqempauqaét‘zanwamhohm.pw»nﬁnu-‘dn::eﬁﬁ

for further veae or for discharge through lavghing,

(1) Op.cit. pe 311,
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Humevyr is 6fpl@in@d by Treud in s somes
what similar way, exeept that now the enovowy is
one of expenditure in faeliﬂgs(l) A humoureus
gituation iz one that tends to make 2 eall upon
aympathy or some other feelinp, bhut, this demand
never being made, the surplus feelingeenergy dise
sharges itsell a2z pleassurable laughber. '

We have-beeﬁ‘agyaél 1 by resson of the
great complexity of his ﬁh@ary %c ppend more time
upon freud than his contributionsz to our subject
would perhaps warrant; whilst any ot temps at &
aritician of his opinions frém the point of view of
%ha orthodox pesyeholopy is likely to prove most une
‘aaﬁisfa@tary. We shall not therefore, touch u@on
poingta in his gen%fa& payehology that have bheen well
diseunnced by ﬁha ablest psyéhalogiat@‘af the day.

That the lavghter ot wititicisms often re-
presente more than appears on the surface such long=
standing subjects of wit as mothers-inelaw and Ford

asars will prove beyand all doubt, but whether the

leuvghter of tendenayewit can be divided into $wo
distinet laughters is very doubtful. The direct

expression of o repressed vwrge is ceriainly not accome

penied, as a general rule, by the laughter that Freud

R R B R O O NN A G R E R R E RO E NSRRI DR OO E RGOS G mR
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would heve us believe results from its indirect ree
lease, Why it should express itself as laughter
in the e¢ne case, and by a tetally different ﬁéaatién
in the other is by no means clear, A oriticism
elosély connected with this might be levelled at his
| derivation ef the @l@agﬁrefand layghter of wit from
the energy no 103@9? needed to repressz %Lhe impmlgas'
Whiah.hava eseaped,  The question at once ariges,
"Why sheuld this energy issue in plessure and laughter?
Is it not move natural that enevgy, when its function-
ing has been destroyed, smdAﬁh@’feEaeg‘whi@i.iﬁvfee
pregents, whether rational, morsl or soaisl, have been
folled should issue in painful rather than joyful
reactions?®  One ism somehew reminded af.uchcpenhauér's
story of the warders vitting down for an evening's
sard=playing with their escaped prisoner, when one
reads of the surplus eénergy of the foiled "endopsychic
sensor” Tinding expression in extremely pleasant
laughter,

The orthodox peyuhologist mipght find s
dozen reasons for guarrelling with Preud en the quest-
ion ef the reduation of laughter at the comls to the
difference bhetween the enerpgy needed for the sebting

up of the idea of o smaller action ond that used up
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in forming the ides of a somevhat lorger acte In
the first place, on Freud's own showling, the two

ideas must he formed in any ease in order to be
compared with one another, so that there ean be no
economy of expenditure from the imhibition ef the
larger one “statu nascendi®, Heaondly, even if

such an economy were poseible, the zmount of energy
saved would he far too smail to meeount for the
'huge'w01umeof laughter that ﬁay hurat from an audience

at o delightful pilees of subtle foolery on the stage.

& ] PR R A 2
(23 £ & g

Iz it poseible that the
used in forming a moter iden of the customary swing
of my Walkiﬁgaétiﬁk and that needed for imagining
the ridieculous twirl of Charlie Chaplints cane
ghould result in the convulsive laughter with whieh
I, firet reacted upon the labier éany years ape.

We cannot agree with Freud again when
he as~erts that in humour, the appeal o feeling is
merely illusory. Jueh humour gaing its lasting
hﬂl&.upan us cnl& hecause of its incorporating withe
in itsell clenents of sympathy, tender emotion or
ather strong feeling: The reaction of the truly
mmnerous soul vpon Goldsmitht's asccount of lMosest

nwrehage of the gross of green spectacles ig by no
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meens the eoldly rational thing that Freud would
have us believe. Preud's own examples, depending
as they all do on some absurd anti-elimax can
gearcely be admitted to be cases of true humour

at alls

5. Greig's Theory.

The most recently published work upon
our subjeat ig Greipg's ®The Paycholégy of Laughﬁér
énd Gsmeéy“g(l) and, ag the writer drives "Freudiane
ism® to ito ubtmost limits in seareh of a theory of
laughter, a short discussion of the prineiples cone
tained mipght not he out of place here, Greis
reduees the whole of the phencmena of lavghter to
“1ove“§ which tern, however, he néVQr explicitly
defines; but it would appear that he intends us
to interpret it in something of the wide sense of
ireudts "gexh, His theory might best be briefly
gtnted in his om words | =

By posocseas the smile and the lavugh arise as responses
of the instinet of love, The lough, which in a
development of the smile, oecurg when the smooth

- funetioning of the instinet is for any reason firgt

ruffled and then calmed again, or, in other words,

B e @ e @ W e @ BB B W B W B D W G @ & e @ e @ e L |
(1)7.7.7Greig: “The Iey chology of Laughter and Comedy."
(Allen & Unwin,Lendon, 1925¢)
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when behaviour within vhich love is cone mfrean,
is firet ehecked or interrupted, and than freed
from the cheeck or interruption, The laugh is
a chomel of eseape for psychoephysicnl enevgy
that hag become momentarily guépla@;'thr@ugh.the
weakening er'digappearanee of the obstasle to

&

‘meet which this enerpgy was mobilized in the first
(1)

instonce.®

We would guite agree with Grelp that
¥at firet glonce the simple FOTTULA woeoneso dOEH
not seoem promising,® and thet to make it it all
varieties of laughter "would seem to require very
special pleading'; and, even after reading this
very épeeial pleading, one ie more impressed with
ite eleverness than its cogency; for, in trying
. to £it 211 the phenomena into hig ﬁa&f@w mould, the
writer woefully distorts both laughter and love.
An example éf this is found in his explanation of

(2)

He agocunts for,the burst of louvghter that invariabhly

o

the lavhter of children at o Punch snd Judy show.

follows the toseing of the bahy out inte the erowd

ance te his general fevmvwla. — Phvery child

by rel

& M E & B Es B» B &3 €R & B & m @ R ® M ¥ & & @ e @ e o3 & B ¢ @

(1) Op.eite pe 70,
(2) Op.eit, pp 112-115.
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who ig following the courge of the drame closely
is in some measure in love with Judy's baby,

Yhen Punch ruthlessly tosses it away, each ehild
has o momentary pasp of apprehension from which he
resovers at'anﬁe ari f@mllaeting.tha% the poor baby

(1)

iz only a doll after all,® Personally, I
should be mueh more inelined to plaee thie on a par
with the unholy and cecret delight with which a elass
6f 3hiléren'will sae one of its members strapped.

This explanation is npt so subtle, and shows, no

)
o

douh

el

.

; 2 laelk of

]

4dth in the pgoodnens o

o

Wy

L
i
t

nature, put it would eertainly appear move satisiye
iﬁg;“ =ﬁn$htaf.%ha laughter ot o Puneh and Judy show,
Grelg explains hy making Funch a phallic, symbol, with
ether subsidiary phallic symbole, hump hét, nose,ete.
attached to him} Anether rather amusing inshtance
¢f erotle symbolism ocgcurs in his ezpianatian of the
laughable elanent in an ineident in Furetierve's

"Le Roman Bourgeois®, where a clumsy lover, in his
nervous confusion, lmocks down o mirver in the house
oi his beloved. The mirror, ascording te Greig,

ig the synbol of Warcissism, so that its 311 (to

\ t

the mifids ¢f nn sudies~» ) would represgent a sudden

s 4

checking of the stresm 61 selfelova. The dom

weéuaq’aqaawuq:w@ampmmauusuwwﬁaaa:ﬁm@

(1) Ibid  pe 113,
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Tzving been removed by o realisation of the
ﬁrivi@iiﬁy of the whole affail, the stremm flows
on, and laughiey fegultg.ﬁli This ig probably
the suprene ezample of the twisting of Tacts to
fit o readyenade ond cleverly~conceived theory.

| guite unconseiously Greipg drifis, hy o
very loose and indetorminzste use of lanpuage, inteo
theories inconsistent with his own, ond se explaing
phenomena vhich eould not otherwise come under the
a&t&géry of %love'®, The laughter &f'a&tir@,'iranyg

abo,  he

Rl

ligmiaaes hy assuming that ¥

diesmis ot ¥hate 4o ulidtimately

o

a éerivatiée af lave“g(g) so that, if we can reduce

a laugh to hatred, we have thereby shown it to spring
from love, Grai§‘&£§;giﬁg whatever phenomens he

san by referring theé to "love® in the sense of naﬁﬁ?@l
heteromexual love, btut, for =n explanation of the ?@e.
meinder (and the residusl phenomena would appear 6
form the major portion of those under diseussion),he

is compelled to oppesl to narcissism or selfelove;

nor does he perceive that in his treatment he practice

12

ally identifies thio impulse of suto-oroticiom with
the inotinet of sélfemgsertion, thus reduwcing most of

hio eases of laughter, as we shall sgee later, to

[ - - (-3 52 o e E=3 ©3 (=23 p=3 [ Y [ [ = = =3 [ -3 o ©@ " Ll = o
(1) Cp.aite Ds 125,
(2) Ibid: pe 174



sreanples of Hobbest ¥ gudden plory, Ths  sting
gentained in all lasughter he is ﬁQLﬂsil sd 50 age
plain in tewme of checked self love, ®Piie
inmediate effeot aof helng laughad ab i eynontially
the some into whatever sontewt we T4t ihe laugh

wa fael haliﬁ%leds“(l) Hohbes had sanresssd eXe
agtly the szgas thought from a‘@li,i Ly difs .
viewpsint, E&m@hf ur hundred yeara defove, ¥Also
men laungh 5% he infirities of others T somporison

wherewdith thely own »bilitics nee net off o

iy,
5

B
e

ill@;ﬁtl’”%‘i}@dg SEEBBEBEARE L B 1% is no wondey $
therefors, thet men tske heinounly to be loughed

b2}

et op derided, that is trlusphed ove

b %ul?yﬁg Theory,

Jamen Sully cannet renlly bhe said ﬁa have
formulated o theory of the comic at all, his work
being desepiptive and eriticel rether than explanate
OrYe He is driven to conelude that "ithe result of

our enguiry is that the lupre gﬂi@n ef the laughsble

sameot be reduoed te one or two priveiples. Gur
laughter ot things is of variocus tones, It gathers
. It

Ay, B P & B o By & gy & m m & s £ # & @ m 8 e e o @ & & & W

(1) Opsclite pe 188,

(2) ‘Hobbes: “Human Nature.® pedbh.
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up into itsell o number of primitive tendencies,®
The close relationship which he shows
to exist between laughter and play is, perhaps,
his mont veluable and original eontribution to our
subject and, if aﬂy theory of the comic can be
drawn from his work, it is certainly a "pley-theory.”
Working upwards from the laughter of ehildren at
play, whiech he takes to be the typical example of
pure laughter, he sliows that the ployeattituds is
prodominant in moot laughter right up to the witty,
which consiets in o ploying with gords and ideas.
Liks pleoy, lavghbter im o *lipght plencsureable activity
in eontrast to the more burdensoeme sotivity of ocur
more serious hours,® and is enjoyed Yas a relief
from pgraver sccupotliong® He is far foo saubious
an investigstor to re&mce’th&”&gﬁr@eiaﬁi@m of the
comio to o formula as 46 Eéﬁgﬂ@m and Freud, snd
contents himself with goying, TOur comparison justle
fi@g ug in ldentifying pley ond mibth so far as to
say that whoen we play aﬁa,?hﬁﬁ we Leugh our mood is

(2)

gubstantiaslly the some,” quelifying even thip
moderate statement o few pages later with onother te

oo

the efTect that Y%this sotursabicn of leughter with

B emtr tn 65 B B @ ke PR $s K %3 G4 b w3 S @ 45 e & & w & & W

L1
(1) Openit. pelf3.
(2)

Thidy p. 149,
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the gpirit of playfuliess is characsteristic miy of
the gayer kind, that which is purified from =11 tinge
of serionsness.® (1)

It will be remembered from our treate
ment of Bergson that Sully is neot alone in malking
childiagh play the bharis of laughter, We quoted
the former es saying, "It (wit) begine as play in
order to obiain pleasure from the free use of words

(2)

to sarry this pley prineiple throughout his treat-

end ﬁhﬁugﬁzgﬁ% but he makes no serious attempt
ment of wit, much less to apply it to the comis snd
the humourong. ’

The value of Sully's assount is ygreatly
disoounted by the £t %&&%Lﬁ&%hﬁ?@ in this book does
he atbtennt te define ik agplain the nature of play

tuelf, so that his vhele theory tends o0 become an

§4

Y

sinhorate énse of "ignolum per ignotius.” Grelig

in this conmestion seyn, "There ave twe main difficuities
in the wey of accepting this position, and both are
nerious. The £irst is tbat neilther Bully nor Dugas
moke it ab 2ll elear what peyvehologioal memning they

give to the term 'plagly  the secend is that whate

aver pspehological meaning we mey eventually agree to
ﬁﬁmww.ﬂmwumwembnuﬁmaépn.muabha&@

(1)  Upe.oibe pel52.

(2} Bergson: Up.eit. pe2ll,
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give thisz term, ploy a@pgarg te gover =z mueh wider
field than leughter,® (1)
Wiﬁhﬂut‘igﬁi§§~@eeyly into the Variaua‘
thoories of play we ean do no more than express o
doubt as to any very tlese sasual relationsghip exis%ingx
hatween laughter and gléyg B If the play of shildren
ig o discharge of surplug nervuus energy we scan, from
our discuseion of the physioclogy of laupghter, undere
wband that the ﬁaq-mgy often cecuvr together, but we
sannot agfee'@ithgf that the playéatti%ade ig the
essenhial factor in the appreciation of the comié, or
that laughﬁer normally asccompanies what BSully terms
tpure®play, that is, play which does not express any
other tendency than tbaﬁ towards it ewn production.
Whatever ideal pistures we may oaint
for ourselves of happy ﬁhilﬂren'iaughiﬂg at thelr
play, it is an undoubted faet that the leudest laughe

ter in 2 sehool play-ground is that avoused by the
sight of = ludierouvs mishsp to & pley=fellow, by the
bresking of a window by some unfortunate ehild er by
the failure of o teacher to kiék the footbhall as far
as can the 12 yeaf old eaptain of the scohool g%,

¥uch of this laughter, of course, can he zccounted

B e € ar wsr W M &t s o G @ m W & M B & WM W S E S G m wm e o

{1) GTEig: thcitg PRe 67 & 6&5
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for in temme of inerensed regpiwaﬁian éﬁé a@@é&@?aﬁe&
eireulation resulting fram violent physical exercisa.
Wien thin exercise is suddenly sﬁaﬁpeé for some
reason or obher, the excess of gurplus energy flowing
from the improved condition of the orgaion finds
expreseion in the laughter so charseteristic of o
aahsel‘ﬁiaygraundg | If this iz vbhat Sull¥ means

by the "pure® laughter exprensive of “pure® play,

we can apree with him that the twe are often found

together; but thig is not laughter nt the comle,

o

nor are we justii

= A e

ied in terming this a “playe-atiltude

end basing upon it our treatment of the intellestusl

formg of laughter. SPureplay of o gquieter sort
ig not sccompanied by laughter; ehildren are ine

aglined, on the contrary, to teke much of thelr play
in demdly enmrnesnt, nursing thelr dollas with the
gravity of matyrons, and playing abt marbles with the
set features of {inmnclers gambling on ‘Changs,
whilst the seriocuoness with which the average adult
'Engli@hman_“wefka at play®, be it Tootball, racing,
or billiards, is proverbial, it may, of course,
e urgsd that there are clements of competition,

ambition, revenge, ete, in the organized pames of

the aduit which are not present in the play of

]
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childrenyg but & eareful examination of the‘laﬁtar
will shew that suveh elements are very often implicitly
implied dn even the simplest form of ehil&f@ﬁ%* playe.
Having shown that play is dot always
agocompenied by laughtew, it remains only to demonstrate
&h‘t tho playe=sttitode Is nod always present in
laughter, in order to hresk down any hypothesis as
to an invarisble saussl bond existing between laughter
and play. In this conngction it in only necesoary

to mentlon such exbreme types as the hitter, the

pesgigla to détecﬁ any of the éure play¢1éughﬁer of
the child. Yhere is the element of ploy in the
sovage laughter of a Dean Swift, or the hitter
revengeful mockery of Wisdom in the Bsakvaf Preverha?
" also will Lough at your oxlemity; I will moek

whent your foey aomebhl © (1)

7 Mex lastmen's Theory .

Uuy historical sketoh would not be
complete without mention of the recent attempt hy

lax Basbman to demonstrate humour ag o primary i ﬁ?néé 2)

W o Er m B w3 o w6 B G5 ys  BE B A4S B B B wA &0 B D i G B R o & 2 g
{1} ook of Proverbs, 1. 26.
{2) dex Hastwan: "The Sense of lumour.' (Charles

Seribmerts ‘ons, New York, 1922,)
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1 . . L] . ~ ; ; ¥

The Sense of humour, he seys, “is a primery instinet
of our mature funetiening originally only lun the
sbate of pley, and related not rewmobely in its

development to that gregoricus instinet of which

pailens and emiling laughter sppesr to be an inherent
(1} o .

parbs” - Ite funetion in 1life ip t¢ act ag * a

Tary inward inalspeag & 1ittle shoek absorhe?r we

an ingtinat, on wa might eall it, Tor meking the
es(g)
heat of o bad thiug.
lumour is thus the most philosophie of
21l emotions. It 48 o resopnition in our instinete
ive nsture of what our minds in thelr purest cone

templation can inform ve, that pleasure and pain are,

gxaept for the incidentel purpose of pyedsrving us,
indifferen

o5 t failure ls just oo interesting as

fHuncur,” he goes on, "in its adult

Pl
oy
i

state 1o thus seen to be somewhat like elostricity,

end possess two currents - 2 negative and & pooitive,
The negabive ﬁurrsnt La o dlmoommoeding of come light

or. playiul interest that haos been epecificnlly aroused,
the vositive g gratification of sone interest vhich,

oW o e s B e ke 6 B MF Kb by M B B W6 de W m @ w BE e G5 R ev
(1)  Inid: pe 226-7.

{2) ivid:; p. 21

e

.D & e é‘.;
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if i% has not been specificelly arcused; may ab
least he casumed to have o genersl existence in
the hearts of those who laugh.® (1)

| Whilst paying tribvute to the masterly
style and sugpestive treatment of the writer, one
cannot but agreelwith Greig, when he says, “He
appears to me Ho have f@lléweﬁ too trustfully the
leading ~- the mislending as I be;ieve it ﬁ@ Be on
only too meny cocasions - of Professor William
ﬁe@eugallaﬂ(g) This is exemplified in hig use
~@f’@£§§&gall?@ two tests for primary emotions as
the standard by which to prove his theory as to the
fundamental nature of the instinet of humours
meﬁaugali would clags asg primery all emotions that
{a) are elesarly displayed in the instinetive active
ities of the higher enimals, ad (b} "appesr in
human beings with morhidly emaggerated intensity,“(5)
Bastmen's attempt to 2pply these tests o the sow-called
Pinstinet® of humour is by no meansg convineing
Daywin is practically the only aaiegtifig writer who
has récaraed any systematic obemervations of laughter
in the higher animals, =nd his language on the sube

- (4)

Jeot is designedly pusrded and vague, end his

B & g w3 B ods @ &6 O & e @ W@ G @ f2 @ B B e B B ' & e B

(1)  Ibid, p« Z0.

(2) Greig, Opseit. pe277. Footnobe.

{3) leDougall: "Sceial Psychology® p. 49,

{4)  Darwin: “Expression of the Dmotions.® pp. 1325,



(61)

conalusions are sertalnly not guch as to warrant
the postulating of a ney instinet of humours
Bven if we admit, however, that the instinet of

hmour aan be ashown te ganzsmm t0 these tws best

13

]
- we cann@ﬁ all&% Hastman %0 ansume that Mebougallle
eriteria of primavy instiﬁats and snotionsg have

gone wohallenpged in +the soientifie world, Both

(1} (2)

BShand ~ end Drever 'have demdnsireled thelr ine
sl fiotoney and have formulated fa& mere shiringent
teots, vwhich Hastman would find it diffieult ox
even impoesible t6 apply esuccesgfully to hig
Wingbinat" of MGUT.

I do not wieh in any way te appear to
discount the value of Maox Hzstmen's contributionsa
to our subjesct, =nd, Indeed, as.aiil later aﬁ@é&%a
I shall myself endeavour to reduce laughiber 4o on
iﬁatinﬂtive basis but it would not appear to |
be at all ?@@éﬁﬁ&&j to Postulate a sepnrabs and
distinet primsry instinet of humour for that pur-
POBG Dp, Drever giVeS ag the firsy ana ma a6 |
importent test of a primary emeition or ;ﬁsﬁinate<§)

ﬁi?re@uaibzﬁiﬁr by introspective mnﬂlvﬁig to oimpler

(1) Alex Shand: %The Foundations of Character.®
Waenillen, London, 1920.) gives four testeipp.219-20,
(2} Dr, Drever: "Instinet in Man® gives five teste,
gompriging leDougall's two, and bhree nelected frem
Ghend: pe 173 ‘

(3) Bastmen appears to apply the term *humour® to
heth the instinct and its corresponding emotion.
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components ¥ and, even 1If Bastman's introspection
would place humour in this cetepgory, the great nuwaber
of theories whiech attempt to reduce it to simpler

elemanite would show that he stands almest alone

W ar S &

o

n
this respeoct. This fact will, a2t all events, prove
thot the "genme of humour® eannct stand on exsctly the
same footing s the prinsry emotion of anger, which |
men have alwa&s heen content to recognise as one of

the irredusible elements of the Wwman.mind,

Combination of Theories,

Hany attempts have been made both explice
itly and implicitly, to weld two or more of these
theoriss into one. By an imyliéiﬁ attaapl we mean
a tendency in this directien @hswﬁ by the running into

g definition o

b

phrase of two ideas which really
belong o separate and distinct theories. Bueh an
implicit attenpt at fusin the Theories of Degradation
and Ingonpreity is f@und in Haglitt's definition of
the ludiercus as that "where there is a eénﬁradisti@n
between the object and our expectations, heightened
by some defafmity'ar ineconvenienas, that is by itse

heling contrary to what ie customary or desirableogcl)

@ w4 o o w B e s £ G o w8 $ om & 8 B & ® W @ W

R 24
®

{1} Haziltsy Opesit. De

@ W
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Spéﬂ@@r ig evideutly Syying to Fsovnclle the same
twe theorles when he seye, “Laughler n&&ur&i&y
resulis onlv when congeiousness is vnewarss ﬁﬁmnaw
Tarred from gresh things to small -« onily when there

. i . L1
is ghat we opll o descending incongruwibye® €

Sucsh half-hearted hinits, of course, which
malke ne attempd to exeminge the consequences that
Loglienlly follow from the conneavion maée§ can nope
for wothing bub Callurey  butd mohy meee gerleus
atbempts 4o combins Lwo theories, or subsune others
under enavfavaaxite theory have met with geare@iy
preater BUGAEHS . Bérgson, for example, tries %o
suloune wnder his own theory the Theory of Degrade
stion by msking degradation a gﬁa@ix& cagse oomi ng.
wider the meshanlzation of 1ife, snd by arpesling
t6 the tecimique he bas erested to sid him in thisg

diffiecult tusk. “mt AT an enslysis is sorreet,

degradation is only cneform of tramsposition, and
trapnsposition iteeld only one of the meang of obe
taining l&nghters“€2§ By making the whole of the
comlo of degradetion o mevre subeclass coming under
ancther small e¢lags of comie situsntiono Bergson
euing his case by overstatement. ﬁsuid net the

upholder of the Degradation Theory asnrert, with fer

L A T A . = R - T ST =SS S-S " S N B C R - T - W T~ Y - B Y - -~ SR S -]

{1} Spencer: Opecit. D. 2@6&

(2} Bergmont Op.edt. pe 124,
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N

stronger reason than Dergson yaége@ﬁesg that the
ﬁeréep ion of rigidity where there should be the
flexibi;ity'af 1ife is only one of the grounds upon
which ene man realizes the inferlority of another?
I am inelined to think that the latier subsumption
ng in every way, prefersble to Bergsonis.

The chief attempts ob eynthesis have
ween directed dowsrds the Theories of Degradation
and Incongruity, as being the two chief c¢lassical

rivels, tut, as yet, no strilidngly suceessful come

E,
5..‘9
ek

wination hae been evolved. Pully, after a sh
gtudy of the possgibilitics of some Torm of fusion

or subsumption, expresses the opinion that "the

atbtempt to enslyse our percepticng of the laughable

in the hope of dis@éﬁééi@g some eingle uniting

prineiple hag'graveé to bhe &b@?ﬁiVEE“EE} Ribot

also is of the cpinion thet 5@&@ error lies in

thinking %haﬁflaughﬁgf has o caupe. 1% has very
distinet couses whieh, asemingly, ean be re&uagé'

no further.,or, at ieast, their wnity has not

hitherto been discovere ﬁ»éig} PLaughter mepnifosts
iteedf in cif@umgﬁanges 50 numerous and heberogencous eeo-

physical senaations, joy, contrast, surprise oddity,
gﬁ?“ﬁgenugs% baﬂéne@sa gte. == that the reduation of
oW & T 62 &r da ex e &3 ¥ o owk ek W e & oma o o B & By 8 868 g &1 gn

(1)  Sully. Opecite pel3d

£ 4

(& Ribote Opeaite pe3bls



(65)

21l the causes to 2z mingle one is very prablematia.“{l)
Degplte such pronouncenents as these, hove
gver, the search for a single princiyle gapable of
exploining loughter will still go on. It is a
charasherictic of the sclientific mind that it sannot
reat content with two or more alternative eouses
grplanatory of any one phenomens, snd, vnless o new
and alleembraocing principle is diseovered, it will
always be attempting to reconeile the two gides of

any  dualism.

+3

he gifficuvlty of reasonciling the Theories

- of Degradstion and Incongruity erises from the faot
that they are not strietly correlative theoriss,
taking up, as they do, entirely.differvent asttitudes
towards the phenomena they are to explain. ~ The
former is essentislly subjective, the latter far

iess so in its outlook, that is, Tor tﬁe Degradation
 Theory the laughable stands in o much more vital
relation to the laughaf?%gan it does for ﬁhé Theory

of Inconpgruity, which often tends to dissoceciate the
two, and consider the comic out of all relation to

the person appreciating it. The elagsiéai inatance -
of this is Schopenhsuer's typleal exmmple of the
wm@ﬁ'ﬁﬂhmﬂ%‘ﬁnn@@mhmuﬂﬁwna&b@@ﬁﬁi

(l) I}?ide pn‘?)f),?a
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M

ndiceous, %the amusing loek of the angle formed
t

by
the eivrzle.® Thie fits in with his theory, =md,

he meeting of the tanpent and the evrve of

therefore for Schopenhasuver, it must be comical,
despite the foct that o men hos ever lsughed st
it, and ne mai, probably, ever will. Although
they seldom rise %o sﬂeh gublime heights of absurde
ity as this, the adherents of this theory often
tend to ignore the reactlion of the individuzl urpen
their instances of abeurd incongruities, and Tail
to explain, If indeed they noite the fachk, why it is
that vhat would raise o roar of laughter on some
vecasion is at other times, in the same company,
met with o stony silence, or cven with tears,

In s¢ for as they separate the laughable from the
laugher they reduce ineongruily from the p&siﬁi@ﬁ
of =n explanstory theory to that of s mere technigue
of the comic.  For the upholder of the Degroade

ation Theory, on the other hand, there is no danger

o
)

dissoaiating the comie from the persen enjoying
it such o ﬁegaratiéa spells ruin for his theoryy
ghich is interested not =zo much in isughter as in
the lasughoer laughing. 8. Lloyd Hergan pubs this

digtinetion between the twe theories rather neably,
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“But 2 good deal depends upon whether the laugher

ig regorded as =z relatively detached and disinterest-
ed spectator or is looked upon as eminently self-
centred in his outlook. Sehepenhauzrts doetrine

of the insongruous involves the assumplion of the
fermer attitude; THobbes'! “omdden glory' shows

an emphasis on the 1&%ter;”(l}

But what bearing has this discussion
upon our sther as to the syntheslis of these two
theories? It im evident that they gannct be
Joined on =n equal fooling as two aspects of the
one set of phenomena, sinse this would involve
that every .comic object: or situstion must be ‘both
degrading and inecongruous, which hypothesis has
asiresdy been found incapable of proof. Nor can
éagfé&atiﬁﬂ in sny of its forms be regarded as a
apeaial ease of inecongruity, for we have seen tlat
their entirely differemt cutlicek makes it impussible
to give any meaning to 2 eombination of the %we
theories 28 they stand. This objection, of course ,
&ppligg egually well to = subsum tien of the Incons
gruity Theory, in the fomm given it by sueh writers
as Lipps, by the Theory of bLegradationg but there
P e BB R e REE e e e EEm B e R B e s e PR » e e e os
(1) C.Lloyd Morgan: sArticle on ‘Taughter? in the

Winevelopsediaof Religion amd Pthleg.® Vel.7? @‘8Q§¢,
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is here the differense that whereas under the latier

theory there cau be no real separation of the laughe

-able from the laugher, the former allews, a8 we have
.seen, of mdch a separation partial or complete, when
i

Cdhie laurher tends to beecome a "disinterested spectator.®

This of itself would suggest that the relationship
3ﬁ§regsed by the Degradation Theory is a mueh uloser
one than that econtained in the rival theory, and that,
if any modifieation is %o be made, it must be in the
latter, singe any radical change in the former would
result in the complete destruction of the relationship
of the lauygher to the inferior objeat, The direetion
of this modification we have already had pointed cud
to us by Schopenhauver and others gontinue the pro=
cess of diegsociating the laugher from the incongruous
situation,until inemgpgruity, from being a theory of
eauses, becomes a mere teshuigue of the comie, one of
the many means by which the ﬁemié writer attains the
end of showing his readers their OWD guperiority.

In putting forward this suggestion for
the subsunption of Indengruity by Degradstion we are
awares thalt we have ignored many phi;as@phieal dige
cussions. bearing upon the principles invelved, and
while realizing the heincusness of our offence, aaﬁ

only malke the exeuse that it is nothing moere than a
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sugeention, and that there appears ne ether way of

avoiding an irreconcilable duelism.

CHAPTFR 11l.

CONDITIONS OF COMIC AND STATMIMNT OF THRURY.

CONDITIONS OF THE COMIC.

Having spent a @anSiderable~time
in examination and eriticism of the main theories
of the Comie, we are now faced with the far more
diffieult task of formulating some hetter explane
ation, or, at all eventa, of so moedifying some
existent theory that it shall avoid wmany of the
errors we have noted, Baefore compmenaing upon
this rather formidable portion of ocur subject,
newever, it might be as well Lo make a prelimin&ry
study of cne of the pr@acgnéitians of the comie
strengly stressed by BDergson and others, namely

the necessity for the zhsenace of 211 feeling.
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%1% seeng as though the comie could not produce its
disturbing effeel unless 1t fell, 8o to gay, oen the
surfase o¢f a2 asoul thst is tﬁnrsughly galm ond Wie

ruftled. Indifference is its natural envirorment,

(1)

fgr Loughter hos no grester foe they emotion.®

Lyven a'gﬁpaﬁfi@iai exsminetion of the
pheviomens conoermed would leave us no doubte as o
the truth ef thise ﬁﬁ&%am&ﬁﬁ:és applied to sane fms .
stonees of the comic. There are mmmy situations
end objects that 621l forith cur leughber only
because we oonsistently refuse to allow our emotions
acoesy to the compariment of our mind which conceives
them enasa let the lizht of decp feeling fall
upon the aomisc scene, =snd it beceﬁeg gordid, pitifal,
oy ohsecene, and ouy laaghzér turns to tears or
nauses. A very striking emample of this is found
in a joke which one writer hag given as o tast of
the gense of humour. =e-« A very boldeheaded mon
acouctomed to wearing o wig to hide his ghining
pate, has died. The undertaker is in the room
leying out the bedy, when the wife of the deceased
enters with a pot of giuve and 2 brush, | "1 thought

it would look rather bed i peor Jelnt's wig should

@ wm @m W MW B B &t & g ms B e B 5% RS & & 8 & o € e @ B

(1) Tergaon (p.cibte Dol
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glip while the velationa are visiting him; | 80
I hrought some glue for you te sbick it on withi®
ok, thotls all right, mum,®  weplies the man,
“Ityve ueed a nalll ¥ eceww.

It is extremely interesting to study
the reastionz of varicus people upon tle gecounting
of this orude joke. . Some, peraeiving only the
ludicrous nature of the thing from the purely intelle
eotual point of view, burst inte reoors of laughtery
with others the halfeTormed laugl is suddenly éﬁrangled
by the realis:
subject, or by the birth of pity for the poor womanj
gthers agéin unhesitatingly deeclare it coarse and -
vulger, and #fail to see anything fusny in ita“f
Fersonally I recognise that it islgrueaame and eoarse,
I realize that the mental state of the women would
he pitiable, tut this realization brings with it no
sgoompanying enction, and eoldly, sallously, harde
heartedly, I laugh.

A similar set of wmixed resstiong can

he seen during the reeitzl ol o blasphenous

O

T
ohacene story t6 a crowd of men, or even %0 a single
individual at dif{ferent times, in different moods,

gr smongst different surroundings. On seme occasions
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religious or morasl feelings ore arocused, ~nd the
Joke falls {lat, or is met with anger =nd indignetion;
at other times these feelings are absent, and the
game gtéry im welcomed, enjoyed, and gleated over.
Upon an exenination of cueh instances
a8 this Bergaon and others have baged the genercle
ization that the ab%énae of feeling is an cseential
precondition of lauphter and the comie: and most
poyshologiste appear to heve let the assertion go
unshallenged, althovgh such a treatment as Freud'ls,
of course,assunes its falsity. 0.Lloyd Norgan
ig the only writer who, to my knowledge, has eXe
pilleitsly contradicted Bergson here, and his treate
ment occuples bubt a few lines. #ind 4t i queste
jonzble whether the total exelusion of emotion
(hy which we muet understand that which ig in
affective antibthesis to the laughing mood) is
gharacteristia of the beat comedy, If, ag is
generally held, humour is s blend of the playful
and the serious owling its timbre to overtones of
something alin %o pity, then, so far as humour is
en ingredient of eomedy, emation is preseﬁﬁgﬁ(l)

The case of humour ig the most apparent exception

W W e e @ B B B B e G 0 B o G ® e s G b @ B & R B @ 8 8 e

(1) C.hloyd Morgan: Op.cite Do 005, '
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te the generalization laid down, and it is difficult
to see how it could have escaped the notice of Berg-
gon and his followers. George Meredith, clinching
the point with one of his delightfully apt literary
references ,says, "Heart and mind laugh out at Don
Guixote, and still you brood on him ...ceecs The
gtroke of the great humourist is world-wide with
lights of Tragedy in his laughtera”(l)
It ig not only in humour however, that

we find elements of feeling, In the case of laughe

L]

ter at an obscene story it is not right to assori,
because the feeling that attaches to the idea of
morality is for the moment banished, that all feeling
must therefore be zbsent. As ¥reud has been at
great pains to show in his treatment of obscene wit;
the feeling accompanying the sexzual impulse is all
too powerfully present. Again, in =all ths.forms
of laughter that we designate contenptuous, cynicale‘
bitter, sympathetic ete., the emotional element is
so pronoumneced vnaet it has given its name to the parte-
icular type.

Bo far from exeluding all feeling from
the eémiec,we might, with much truth, say that there
(1) George Meredith: #An Essay on Comedy."

(Constable & Coy., London, 1918) .p.83.
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are certaln feelings which are conducive to the pro-
duetion of laughter, end which help us toWaras a reals
ization of the laughable, CGertain it is tuat when
a man says he is "in the mood for a bit of fun® he
does not mesn that, having banished sll feeling from
nis soul, he is in a coldly intellectual state, into
which joy, elation, contempt or pity’cannaﬁ enter,
The phrase denotes ithe presencs of feelings econducive
te laugh$er as well as the absence of those opposed
to the spirit of fun. To the man "in the mood Tor
a2 bhit of fun® almost anything mey he provecative of
peals of lavghter, whilst all the comiec writers from
Aristophanes to Herbert Jenkins could not manazge to
raize 2 smile from the game nan "in the blues.?

If then it be tzue that what may provoke
ug bhoth to laughter to-day may, té“ﬁ@?f@ﬁf fauge pity 
in myself and indignation in my neighbour, whét mean «
ing can we give'to such terms as "the comic®, "the
laughsble” , the m&néﬁicauaga which it will be rememe
bvered we defined as "any object, ides, person oOr
evént;thatg by some appeal; however faint, to the
inkellect, provokes or tends to provoke laughter or
& smile, Greig notes the relativity of laughter

when he says,"Wothing is laughable in itsell’; the
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iaughable horrows its specisl quality from some
parson or group of personsg who happen to laugh

at 1%, mad, unless you happen algo to know o

good deal about the person or group of persons

you cannot by any means guarantee the lauvghter
heforehand . ® (1) What sense is there then in
speaking of o Ycomigal story® or a"laughéhla
situation® ir laughter is so dependent wpon the
individual'mind, its sonstitution and 1ts moods?
Must‘i‘say that “the laughaﬁla“ is for me ot any
particular moment, only what will make me laugh

aﬁ that mementy Buelt a pureiy transient comnot-
ation is evidently impossible, although it is %rué
that every man is inclined to give the torm a sube
jagﬁi?éf‘m@aning, and condemn other mens! sense of
humour ag erude, or shallow, or over-subtle. The
termsy gludisreus” and Ycomle®, ond to a leese? exe
tent, the term “laughable® represgent @omethiﬁg‘af
a norm or standerds “the comia® for any partice
ular olass or %aéieﬁy is that which {he gvef&ge
individual in that ¢lags , in 2 nommal maadgwémide in
the abgence of counterscting csuges, count sufficient

PPN B LT ST S A
provnd Tor laugibter.
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THEORY OF LAUGITER. -

In ouwr eariier'dissuagi@ng we diseovered
what we thought o b@ an element commow %9 %@%h
physioclegical lﬁ&bhﬂér ‘and the lavghter of ﬁiakwange
an element which appeared to be the essentinl cone
sbltuent in both thess forms of Laughter and which
wa salled %thé %@aliza%ién of well being, bodily or
mental,® In the case of physioclogleal laughter it
arigses from an acceleration, usually comparstively
sudden, of the bodily functioningsy in tiekling it
ig the result of the removal of o momentary feasr.

It 43 our plan then %0 exemine the various forms

whieh the laughable msy take, and see if we eon 7ind
this element not only present io, but also the absolute
eguentinl of euch of then, the fastor without wvhiech
they could not retain thelir comic character, In

order to do this we shall take, ene by one, the most

fw»

lwpoertant groups of objects nt vhich men usually
lauvgh, @ﬁarﬁiﬁ& irom the éim@lest md working up te
the more complex, in order to find cut if the resction
6i the observer upon then takes the form of this
reaflization of wellebeing. rreliminary te this,
hovever, we must diseover exactly what this uvhrase

implies, and what elemges oif mesning it is likely to
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wnderge during owr progregsion ﬁhr@u&h the various
formg of the comie,

In both of the ances we have alvesdy axe
amined, this "realizetion of wellebeinp® has bean
characterized by a peculiar Plightness® of body
or mind, a freedom from wegtraiﬁta that have Just
heen removed, This condition ig clomsely akin %o
the emotionsl stnte of “joy", but the two are not
identiealy 4% ig, indesd, the “ﬁaﬁﬁiam that hath
no name¥, which Hobbes termed #gudden glary”i 1)
and Bain the "emotion of Fower®.(2) While taking
this Pgudden glayy“ a8 the besis of thelr theories
of the aomic, I Lowever, . Hobbes and his followers
have tended to stress rather the opposite aspeot,
the éegruduuiaﬁ ef others, =0 mieh, 80, in faect,
that thoelr dootrines hove heen termed *"Theories of
Degradotion.® Baln woprds hio theosry ﬁLﬁsg ¥ The
scension of the Ludlerous im the Degradation of some
pervan or interest poszeseing dimity in cireume
stances that ezcite no other atrong emotion.® (3)

In wo far sg the degradation sepect iw Bubstituted

for that of the %sudden glory® of the lavgher, the
theory bhecomes meangingless: for the spectasle of
- o R e S & 8 @& @ gz 8 B g e o = e B e @ B 8 & B g & o w6

(1} Toebbest: PlHuman Nature®, Dedbe
{2} Bain: "ental snd Meral Seience®, p.257.
63) Ihid: Pe 3515
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a degradation, unless sccompanied hy & feeling
of “sudden glory", cannot eveoke laughter. Ve

do not daﬁy that it is generally so ascompanied |
but we would enly poeint out that the stressing of
the wrong element in the theery has brought upon
it much wideserved criticiom,

Iiven were their mﬂ&temeﬂﬁ of theip
theory more sorrect, there would still be a great
ﬁee& to enlaorge and supplement the trestment of
Hobves end Bainy for theirs, after éll, is o

merg bald generalization, whieh they make no

&
XS
o

attempt to work out te its logleanl conclusilong

and its aﬂpiisrtion to particular instenoces is
PRL A

EN

simest sure Lo bring out the need for importent

m

modifications and conditions.  This then is ocur

excuse for resurrecting o theory which many writers

35
t'3

have, after & muperficial exanination, long ado

et

consimmed te =n honéurable grave,

The first necessity in toldng up this
old theory at the point at which it was dropped by
Hobben and Bain is to couch it in the lansvage of
nodern psychologyy :andﬁ in doing 20, 1t is inevite

able that we should, to some extent, slter its

goope ond meaning by the application of a phraseclogy
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in whieh the work of modern investipgators is eme
hodied, "Dy, Irever has alresdy noted o connegde
ion hetween laughter and the emoction of ?@iaﬁicm‘

gr tpositive selfefecling', which Dr. MeDougail
assarte to be the Teeling Lone aﬁacmpanying'the
exypression of the instinet of seldensgertion.

e runt take into secount, ws belfore, the exe
hilarating sharacteyr of the 'pesitivet solfe
feeling itmelf, vhich, mtinuiating the impuise,
develops ttemsion' by out-stripping the possibilities

=Y

P acticne G0 it ia slweys in bhe intoxication of

i,
4

128

Baube
o

o
L8

&

Joy, the %tensien' in the extreme case being relieve
ed by an smotional tatorm', usually what we call
°1éughter=g thes ‘sudden glory' of Hobbes, bul often
hy 408 opposite kind of emotional 'storm’,‘weepingt,
ond sometimes by & mizture 6r slternation of the
twag“(1} It is naﬁiéeaxia that lclougallis des-
@rigﬁien‘af the typlenl situation by whieh the
instinct of selfwassertion ls exelted, has a very
close porallel in Hobbhest definition of the laughe
able, "The pitusbtion thet more partiecularly ewcites

this instinct la the presence of spectsiors to whom

one feels onesel! for any resson, or in any way,

@ o A ¥ omy B G bF a B BE G fix oy B K kgm B RO R & B B W & R e 8

(1) Dr. Drever: Op.olt. 2.193.
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CE o &
superior L}
“The passion of laughter is nothing else but sudden
conception of swne eminency in ourselves, by come

parison with the imformities of sthers, or with our

2)

We have some authority then for identifye

oW f@fmerlyuﬁe

ing the "sudden glery® of Hobbes, the “gassi@n‘thaﬁ
hath no name%, of which lavghter in the outwerd exe
pression, with the emotion of telation' ag unders

stood by modern psychologistsy and, withaﬁﬁ entering
into the discussien between Drs. Drever and MeDougall,
as to the exast relationship between the emption and
the instinet, which, in the ease of sslfwasaerﬁiem

and s@lfaaﬁasem@nfygeems Lo me very é@ubﬁfui, we may
say that laughter flows from the gratification of the
instinet of selfe-assertion oy selfedisplay. The
tdepgradation' agpect of ocur theary is than wmost oleariy
emphasized by'ﬂyé Dreverts stetement that "the tonde
enales {of gelf display and self-shasement) are partly
,Sétisfieé in thelr own feeiinggﬁ hut the real satise
faction is neverithelegs in the =zims in others of the

opposite feoelings, '‘negativet with tpositive' and

2
(3}
mgggggﬁ@qg@@wmmgmmneaw:bea&pen@'m&m
(1)  willien mcﬁéufgllg “Social Pagyehology® {iethven,
London, 1921.) p.Hds
b =y RN
{2) Hobhenm; "Human Nature®, p.4b.

tpositive’ with Yuegativet,

3}  Dr. Drever: Op.cit. p.191.
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The strongeyt smebicon of elation, wad, therefore,
the heaptlent lopghber will thues be found in these

cuses in which awother Monzn helng is very svidently
feeling lufericr to surselves snd genarally "less

3
thayt the dwet,.®

’ Dvpressed in thin unew phrnseciory  our
theory might now be stobed, roughly it is true, in
the following fovm, e« Laughber arines, or tends bo
avise Teom the grabtifisation of the inotinsg of
pelieanscrtlong Legliber, that is to soy, 48 an
eapregsion of the awstion of elation -ee  Why &L i8
that the emobion of elatfon does not slways ismua

ia laughter, we nve aof o thia peint, in = position

d

L0 BETe ouve medn fask fn the nusceading poges

will be to show that the ogoentlal slenent in every

g ene whish paders, in some

way or other, to tha Yegeelpulse®, In erder to
sehieve thig end we shell ns wan provicusly wmentioned,

x..n

Cexnmine the wecot importent fypes of the comic in the
aseending seole neoh ﬁ&ﬁ?@ﬂi%ﬁﬁ for our PArPOse,

Thoe order sre uhell alwwonse will not negesaarily be
thet of the developnent of the ocende in the 1ife of
the individusl or the ranog it will merely be a
progregsion from cagses in whioh the self-asgeriive

elenent is mwst pronounced to thovse in which, st =

Livet glanse, 1t appears very omell or even entirvely
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lac kinge

CHAPTER 1V,

OCCABIONS  OF  LAUGHIER.,

(1}  LAUGHTER CF VICTOR,

One of the most elementsl forms of
laught ex fram:@ué voint of view {8 of a type that
is Tound in o marked form in the lower stages of
development both of the individusl =znd the race,
the wild lauwgh of the viastor over the body of his

rostrate foe, £ ulks very lergely in the

!zf

liternture of old myth and legend, and may he seen

¥
in one form or other, in many of the passages of
the 014 Testament, It appeors apsin, In = weakened

form, in the leupghiter of cehildren succensiul in some
king of competitive play; the "Ring of ths Castle¥
lsughs his defisnce to the vwhole world, and the "marble
champion® pockets his winnlngs with a shuckle,

#ully somewhere pives an exsmple of o street-urehin

who soreamed with Laughter after having killed a
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companion in a street Fighty this would appear to
have been gomething of an ataviom, ¥ven among thelr
highly civiliged elders it is not wnknown: and it
is seldom that the successful football team does not
geme off the f%ﬁ%ﬁswith.hraaa smiles grotedaguely
wreathing, th@%@/ﬁna ¢ fooeas, “Good tasie® alone
forbide them the throety bellew of the warrior with
hiag foot on his opponient's necke In such sases as
these the causge iz too appeyently & rapldly swollen .
aelfaest@em.ﬁa demand much discussicn, although
intellectualiy, the lauwghter may be 1ittls, 1 amy,
higher than that of ticklinge O¢ erude end clemental
ie 1% tuat the situstions thaet call it forth ean

1

saaveely he termed foomic® ob all.

{2} PHYSICAL o E‘K:ITIES¢

CThe next fTorm of fthe lauvghable that we

shall choose, 3o, however, by no means 30 simpley

it i the muahedicovgced laughter ot physicnl deforms

ities. It dg for sitvibuting thie type of laughter
to the pode that Tlato ariticizes Homer whose lines

in the *Ilind¥ run, ®#Inaztinguishalble laugbler arose

gmong the blamsed geds, when they sew ﬂeunaegaug
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bustling ébeut the manéi@aegill The alumsy
gitorts of the ecrippled Vuleaée in comparigon
with the &aiﬁ%iness of Ganymede, appear to have
provoeked greéﬁ mirth in ﬁhé sasembled deities.
Bergaen's attempt £0 reduce %his type of laughtewr
to society'e eriticisn of an aﬁéﬁ% rigidity we
have already examined snd dizcussed; it appears
vory Taraad when ﬂ@mparéd with the exnlanation by
reforenee to o sudden ides of the supoerlority of
onsaoll. Ag the upholders of the Theory of

4 ~ c & 3 ene K, . % g Ll grogin | E e b iy e
Imcengrulty would malatain, there Is Invoived some-

i
®
ks

thing of a renid inplicit compariscn beﬁween the
deformed body ané the ddea of a healthy onep  but
i% 48 not at 2ll elenr «hy the remlisetion of this
comparigon sheuld result in laughtor, unless the
comparison eweken in us the "sudden glory® of the
SUPeriore ¥ven apard fréﬁ the gympathetic amotion
ar@ué%é by FYellowe=foeling, 1t is lupomsible to ime
agine one hunchbock laughing at the deformity of
“aﬁ@%hﬁr/ﬁfflieéed in the é&m@ manner ay himself g
for, in csuch o case, there con he no idea of supere
Loritye

This kind ef laughter most certainly pre-
guppodes at leawst o temporary suspencicn of the

amotional 1ife; and is, feor thobt resson, most
a@&:&a&aﬁémam@m@amaﬁama@mmmnnmwgueﬁa

(1)  quoted by Plato: Republic 111,309,
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commonly found in savages, children,and the lower
types of civiligzed adults, although all of us are
liable to short'periods of emotionsal gnaesthesia

in wvhich certain melformations of the lmman form
appear comiec.’ Bspecially is this so when we know
that the deformity is a mere disguise put on to

make us laugh; almost any man will laugh at a
circus clown with a huge'red nosé§ or a student on
Capping Day, masquerading as s hideous old toothless
hag, =2lthough such laughter must involve seune refef»
ence, explicit or implicit, to men and women actually
so afflicted. Charlie Chaplin's feet, and the
horrible leering squint of one other motiohnpicture
actor would appear tq‘provide material for laughter
for thousands of quite normal kindly folk. The
brutal element in laughter at bodily &efermiﬁies is

. very thinly disguisedg and a very slight development
of sympathy or scecial feeling tends to prevent its ‘

habitual indulgence.

3e MENTAL DEFORMITIES,

There is mnother type of natural affliction,
however,; to which civilized Christian communities do

noet extend the measure of protection that they give
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to bodily deformities, even cultured men and women
often seeing no harm in mirth at the expense of the
mentally deficient, as the cireculation of dokes in
which these unfortunates figure will clearly testify.
The baiting of the village idiot is a never-railing
fount of laughter, and any mention of the local
lunatic asylum, on the stage or in the drawing room,
will seldom fail to evoke merriment from the hearers,
This laughter is especially directed against the
Yharmless idiot" type, upon whose face there lingers
an everlasting smirk of self«satisféction, The
absurd nature of his pride, and his>silly smile tend
to disarm our pity, and we laugh the louder bhecause
of his satisfaction with the world in gemeral, and
himself in particular.  As with bodily deformities,
g realization of the pitiableness'ef their condition
will tend to check our leughter at these poor create
ures, although it must be supposed that the sense of
our own superiority lingers‘enb To the casual
reader, Don Quixote is a leughable maniac who tilie B |
at windmills, and rhapodizes ovef the coarse red
hends of milkmaids; for ancther,reading with a
gleam of sympathy, he is the champion of gll ideals,

struggling agéin@t a7ﬁaﬁdry world of grim realities,
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ocne at whose exitravagances we mey smile, but whonm

we sometimes envy for his childlike faith in the
ultimate good. For the echild, who himgelf lives

in a quixotin world of dragons and falry princesses,
there ies nothing at which one may even smilei Don
duizote is no longer &t intellectual inferior, bub

the embodiment of bayiéh'dreamgg Michael, the ehild
here of Comphon Maskensiets Ydinister Street®; fread
the tale seriously, and thought it the saddest tale

gver known."

- ! .
4,  NAIVETE AND LACK OF KHOWLEDGE.

It i not necessary,of course, that those
at whose mentallty we lough should be absolube sube
normals ! much of our heartiest launghter, indeed, is
directed at others who are, in ocur own opinicn ot leastgi
juzt slightly our intelleectual inferiors, There is
but 1ittle voom here fer pity, =6 thet our laughter
is prectiloally unckesked by emotional barriers, @ften}
agssuning, 28 a connsequence, great proporticns. The
mental quolity meot often ealling forth this btype of
laughter is what we term.naivété, or wneonseious ine

penuousness, shown in the gimple remark of an ncguaintance,



(88)

unversed in the bounds society putes upon the divulging
of senfidencesn, or in the artlesn praottle of a child ,
who, all wnlwowing, reveals to visitors one of the
little saecrets of the family, In the words and

acts of children we find the deepesat nnd perhaps the
purest source of this tymwel merriment fer our
laughter is réfineé and éurified by the large admizture
of sympathy and “tender emotion” with the more elemental
fgudden glory®, ¥e laurh ot ehildren rathen than

with them far more often tkaﬁ wo might imaginey and,
disguised as it may be hy ohher Tactors,
acmponent of our laughbter at the nalveté of childven,
is the emotion of elation, springing frﬁm:%he gratis
fination of the innstinct of pelfe assusertion.  Freud,
in another eonnection, gives armbaﬁ delightful story,
o 8lightly varied wersion of %ﬁiﬁh.mighﬁ well illustrate |
our meaning hero,

ew=e A snall bey of nine and hisz sister, two years hig
genlor, hawe writ%an‘a play. whish ¢hey are pf@dueing'
for the smusement of an assewbly of uncles and aunts
and other relatives, The firpt act depiets 2 young
gailor, setting out inte the world to make his fore
tune, and anying fond farewells 40 his newlyewedded

bride. The ourtain fallsp =wnd it rises for the



- (89)

sesond zot some sin years loter. The goilor is
returning, and, after many embraces, pours out on
te the table a showsr of pold and jewels, with the
words, “Look my dear, what I have earned during
these six long years.® His wife pas~es to the
back of the stege, =nd, throwing open a ée@r,’rem
veals a bed with eight dolls, representing childe
ren of various ailzes, lying thereon, “Zee, my
husbhand, I have not bheen idle %i%ﬁert.” - e

| The peals of lauphber that greeted this
climag arcse fron o reeognition of the children's
ubtter ignorance of the conditions that rssulate
the arrival of bableg, Aoted pefore an audience
6¢f children, it would, with the possible exception
of one o two sophisticated younp persous, have been
fully appreesited by 211 as the towching drama it
was meant to %eg but we adults make it the occamlen
of an expression of ouvr own superior knovwledge,
although the orude elemental nature of gur lavghter
ie tempered by our love for and sympathy with ﬁhél
naive little authors, r

As in most cases of the naivété of

children it is inferior kuowledge at which we laugh
rather than inferioy intellect and this may be

regarded og o otep upwards in the noture of our
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laughter, It is almost purely & realimation of
superior knowledge on our own part that makes us
lowelt a2t such blundevs on the part of ohildren as
the definition of the Vatican ag “an empty space
with nothing in 1%, There ig a saying thal
Nature abhors a Vatlean®; or a demapegue as
¥a lavge receptasle capable of holding beey or
apirits®, Ty Frevd, ineldentally, our Loughtey
here would bhe ,in ils egsencs, a veiled atiack
upon Homsm Catholiedism or the Labour Party; and
although, with some, this element might be present,
1t can e regarded only as sesondary in any bubt
a fow fanstics, Beeause of their very limited
experience, children are barved {rom mowi of the
laughber of superior mowledgep and EV&ﬁ the youth |
when wooh fepvently deslaring hisg right 4o the free
gpesch and opinion of an independent manhood, in
aften irritated by the imcomprehensible "wait ~Hill
you ~are -uy —age’ smile of grey beardss

A partioulsrly muusing form which the
comic of inforicr Inowledge oy wmental power may
teke s that which Sully has termed "insistence

r3

wpon the obivioug,® There is, for exzauple, one

3

i the comparyy whose plow wite cannot {ollow the
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course of the conversation, end who lagse hahiad%‘heavily'
balabouring a point which everyone elss has long sinee
token for grantod, The rest are only too glad, on
gaonsions, to tum from their battle ef wits for o
momant, and experience the thrill of elation that

coniens from watahing gﬁather tilting at winduills on

the verge of the affrav. It is this element whigh
Shakespesrs introduces inte the final act of ¥ A
Hidsumner-nights Dream®, when, for example, the Liun

epolopetically intreduces himeelf 0 the assembled

I
i
od
g
i
¢
)
-~

nehlos

Cm
k4
tn}m

LY ’“.r;&s;‘s&s LETMEE

"You ladies, you whese gentle’ hea?tq do fear

The smallest monstrous mouse thot creeps on floor
Vey now perchance both quake ané tremble here,
When lion rough in mildest rege doth roarg

Then kanov that I, one Snug, the jeiner, am

4>

AL Lion feilg ney else no lion's @am;
Tor if I should, a2s lion come in st rife
Inte this plase, 'twere pity en my Iife.”

The mirtheprovoling factor in dmugts speech
is identionl with that which makes the nehoolhoy smile
~on his first introduetion to the wathematician’s labourw
e@ atbtenpt to prove that 1 '}* 1 really does equal 2.

It i3, incidentolly, interesting to note that the
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ordinary nonsmathamstical persen greets in exactly
the zame wey Hinstein's proof that it doesn't,

That men 1ike %0 feel the “ﬁuddeﬁ glory®
of muperior knowledse im o faoh that hos long been
reaommised and ubilized by write?a of comedy in
the evolving of condc peenese When the auvdience
ie Gﬁgﬁi@a&% with conditionsg of which one of the
setors is supposedly dgnorand, they love to sit
haol in their seats and chuokle over their momente
ary superiority, as the hefooled one ncta and speaks
in scoordance with hin entirvely wrong concention
of the aituatloni they love to wateh him walk
into the tyay vhich they bhave he@n'grivileged 0
gen prepareds Shakespeare ig undoubtedly our
greatonst master in the art of pandering to the
inptinet of selfessszerdion in andievces ond readaﬁas
-In 2ll his comic works, from his flimsiest farces to
his most mastorly comodien, thin mechanism sppenrs
again znd agsing 2 charaoter, ignorant of eerdain
Tacte, or deliberately fooled into a ludicrous mise
canseg%icnﬁﬂﬁaikﬁ serenely inte a dilemna of whose
nature all but he are fully aware, In “A Mid-
sumney Night's Dream® we alene ave completely “in

the Imew®, and so we 2lone are privilesed to smile
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g Puck, acdidentally, or of maliclous intent, plays
his dmpish prenks upen Lovers, Meshanise, rnd Falvy
e, Whilet watdhing a performeanes of th

"lerry Wives of Windasor®,wn the ether hond,we ave
the firm 2lliecs of the @&ggﬁgy wofrons . and laugh with
them over the misfortunes of the fat lmight.
Halvelis, yellowestookinged and srossegoriered makes
a gplendid Tutt for self-assertive laughter of a none
too kindly naturep - but a.mgf@ wyopatbebie smile is
reserved for the disconsclato Gri&aé@s curing hiwnselfd

#f love by Tlirting with Bbis diampuised lover.

56 ‘31’31(:}%‘ iﬁ&lbjﬁ’f& ﬂl\i WIE 830 ?T“{ﬂbu.

ﬁi@gely comeoted with, wd often arising
sut of lack of Encélaﬁge those hundred and one minor
wisfortunes and aifd iculﬁias,rfém,ﬁnfmh‘we 8068 ather@’
suffering during the cvurse of thoe day, provide, for
grome minds, o frultful gourse of mervinent, Hare
agaln the conie speetacle mist »o% he of such &

chizpracter as to arouse o great depras of sympathy in

the onlookers, Tor any stronpg feeling of oympathy
militates againgt layphier of thic typo. Vhere e¥e

sobly bthe dividing Line between the laughable aud the
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pitiful in misfortunes lies depends largsly upon
the mental constitution of the individual, as wéil
ag upon his surrowndings af the momente The more
sengitive men and women will sea grouwnds omly for
teara in the comic situation thet will convulse
the coarser types with iaughtef¢

It is pogaible, under pesulisr ciroums
atences, Lor sven the more seriocus satastyopvhes of
Life to evoke the laughter that generally follows
upon the minor misforiunes. Bully guetes, in ane
sther sonnecstion, the case of 2z group of youug
adelessents who burst intc vrgontrolisble laughter
at the news of the death of = very clese common
friend, whose gericus iiness they hod just heon
éi&@&ﬁﬁiﬁgi(l) Sully explains this nerveus oube

burot oo the remeld of the bwoulinge down of an

g

muteble attitude ssused hy severe atrsin Thig
is provably oeite brue; e he dees net show why
the outhresk should have taken the form of laughter.
Lt wight well 1o rad&&éd 6 tho some penevad f&?muia‘
that we hsve held throughout , the ﬁnéééﬂ vealization

of ma's own supericority. - To vouths and plrls at

e
&

the crdtlosl zee of esrly sdolescense, when the

(1) Bully: Op.ocit., p.66,

L



instinet of selfe-assertion tends te be at itg
astronpgest, the death of a friend would, in their
unnstural atate of nerveus tension, ean%ey,firgﬁ
of 21l ,therealization of their own sbundant life,
end their longhter mipht be interpreted, *We livel
We livel He is dead, but we live} ®

Although the sbsence of sympathy is
essential in the lavghter at slight misfortunes,
it is by no means nescessary, as Bergson would have
us helieve, that all feeling must be banished before
we can give surselves up to the enjoyment ef such
a aomiao 3@6@%&616 ag that of a man Bli@ﬁiﬁg on the
pavement . It is true that we must not gi#a too
much thought te his bumps and bruises, bub iﬁ ia
2180 gertain, however much we may disguise the Tacth,
that o malicicus enjoyment reinforces our natural
laughter 1f the victim is 2 personal enemy, or fépwi
resents a class agalnst which we hove some grudge.
It is doubtful 1f there he any man 50 good that he
does not feel a secret thrill of pleasure in his
heart, and & ¢tilled ohiekle in his throat at the
sight of his own particular eneny careering down
a crowded thoroughface in pursult of his windedriven
hat . Te stond with one's ewn haf firmly Tized on

one's head, ond a smile of kindly superiority on
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“onets fase vhilst a stranger thus performs is yl@&sanﬁg
but ﬁé sae the men, vho has gained the appsintmeat one
has long coveted, so humbled and made ridiaﬁloua is
delightfully ludiarous,

Bepeclally noticeable ins it that laughter
ig evoked hy sueh slight misfortunes to persons possesse
ing or pretending to dipgnity, power, or reputation
greater than our owr. ﬁaﬁ is 8o constructed that
he delights in the f@ll of dignity, be lovem Ho see
nis superiors drop inm the estimation of the world,
although he maoy be most kindly and philanthrople in
the raising of those lower on the seale thon hiwself.
The eszanaﬁian, of course, is simplé‘ ouy superiors
have long evoked in us the attitude of self«gubgeaﬁi@nﬁ
but it only needs gome slight humbling misfortune to
lower them In our ayeag cheal, be it only for a moment, -
ﬁhe smooth action of ﬁhiv inwtincta and ralse in us,
o Dr. Drever hag shown, the emﬁ%*@n of elstion proepor
| t0 the cpposing instinct of selfesssertion, With
regard to our inferie?s. on the other hand, we are
constantly in a state of selfeassertion, =and it may
even give us pein to see them humiliated or dige
tressed by some 9light misfortune although, if

pity be shsent,; the downfall of any human being is
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apt to pander to the instinet of self-assertion in

us sufiieiently to produce at least a smile,

6o MINOR VICES,

"For Folly is the natural prey of the
Cemic, known to it in all her transformations, in
every disguisej and it is with the»sgringing de=
Light of hawk over hevon, hound after fox, that it
gives her chase, never fretting, never tiring,vsar@
of having her, allewing her ne rest.” (1)

Bot aﬁly 46 physieal and mental weakﬁessgs
prove a source of merriment to the ovdinary man,
- but meral éafisisneies algo, if they be not seriaaéﬂ
~enough to effend his moral or relipious sentiments,
ave welcomed in others ag o means towards self~
assertion. The hsmourist, however, who would
use thisg ﬁﬁans of raising a laugh, mﬁs§<§reeeed
most warilyg for there sre o Imndred Little turns
end twists in the moral characters of any audience,
which may, if ignored, freeze the smiles upen their
lipg, =nd léave~in,thair eyes aﬁly’a g1assy stare
of disapproval. The brosdest rule that can be
laid down in this respect s that the vice which we

€ W M ex EX M B FY mx &6 M W R @ TR W ke ED N W MF D W™ @ I M @ W e

§l) George Meredith: PYAn Essay on Comedy,®
Constable, London, 1918) p.62.
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find laughable in another must be pronounced enough
to make us feel a thrill of elation, but not of such
& serious nature as to offend or disgust the moral
side of our nature.

Although, as has been pointed out, these
1imi%g_ﬁé the laugheble are relative not only to the
individual, but_alsé to the environment and mood of
any ome man, there are some vises which mankind ree
cognizes a8 too Zerions to be made the subjeet of
jest, whilst there nve others which sre sccepted as
Pitting tutte for the humourist and comedisn.
Practleally every aonle writer, for example, has
uged drunkenness as a foll whereby o raise =
laughy se that the merry 1ist of tippling charasters
is slmost endless, Falstaff, Sir Toby Beleh, Tony
»Lumpkiﬁ,“and all that laughsable, lovable brotherhood
of the hottle.

Perheps the fallings whdech mosh often
feel the eting of lsuphier are vonity and hypoerisy,
these two vicew, ky means of which man rears hinmgelf
upen o tottering, wncertain pedestal jwhich the comie
gpivit loves to tear from under i, It i8 bhad
enough, in 2all ftruth, for o man to see others towering

above him when they deserve their exolted position,
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- but when he lmows thot thelr claims aore mere aupty
alr, he caunct resist & malicious laugh at anye
thing whigh tends to show them up in their true

light 4 Here literature gives ug stch fmumous

i

names ay Taridy(fe, Thrasoe, Tartarin de Tarascon,
Belvelio, Winkie, and the unfertunate Alnasehar,

the Berber's 7ifth brother.

2.  BREACH OF CUOTOM.

The great mess of wankind, it has always
heen rocognised, is sxtremely conservative and paroe
chialy mad tends to react upen the new and the
strange in no very friendly nanner. If the new
idea, hobit or institution ie strong enocugh teo
excite its anger or Tesyr, Doelety will resot accerde
fngly: ot i1f Socoiety ms a whole does nod teke
sueh a seriocus view of the innovatlon, 1t will use

it as o foil whereby to demonstrate the supericrity

ef the exinting ovder of things. In ethey words,
foelety will "laough Lt vur of conrh.” A fuller

diseunsion of this aopect of ocur sublect must be
left 46 a later chapter on the sccirl sipnificsnse

of langhter; and 1t will suffice to mentien here
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that eny group or seetion of SBooiety, be it large
or small, tends ¢ greod with loughter any breash
of ite minor conventions, or the existence of a
different set of hebits and customs muong the members
of another grouy. Hation leughs at nation, aéuﬂﬁv
at eounty, village at village; the doctor cracks
a joke at the aé%ﬁtenagé of the lawyer, =nd the
i&%%ef retalintes with a joke at the Rouaniery®
of the medical meny Boelety (in ite mest exciusive
senas) sneers ot the " nouvenu riche® whe hlunders
heppily uwp the soodind ladder, whilet the lower
sirate Tind greal omusanent in the eyeglass and
Qzferd accent of the "gentleunsn®s

@boie treatines might well be written
on the poychology of fashlon. IfT = fashi&n.in
dress cenes to ug from some recopnised authoritative
seurce it is zceepted without demur, even though 1%
invelve auch acute discomfort as Aid "tightelacing®
and the erineline; but should some bold nobody
dare to walk our strceets attired in o highly senaible
but wusual style of his cwn conception, he weﬁlé he
met by peald of laughter, ox, at the least, hy halfe
suppressed onigoers. Qur differing resotlons in

each ecase spring entirely from cur differvent sttitudes
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towards the originaters of the faghions.  In the
rosims of fashion we assume an hobitual attitude of
é’u“b;j 5@%&@‘3 towards certain recognised Leadeps, who
oy, in conseguence, felst almost any absurdity
upon us so long e i;h@fsj can keep ug in that state
of gelfesubjeohlon at thin only makes us the
move eapgaer to asgert our own satafgmrei;ﬁiw‘mmé the
superiorisy of the pavticulsr groun io whieh we
helong, over oay ladividunl bold snough 0 foolish

aouch Yo dlareghvd the dregnesooovent ions. 47 that

i

ErOUD, Henoe ‘35}#1@ T RAYRNS P laughbor E.w:{; Wil
sun devm o erowded thareughfaoe ;i; the sight of &
rewy dresged after the Cashion of mmother country
0% nuothen S,

""l;:ir' hweings ws to the subject 6f the

lezughter at ferolgners and their peoulisritisn of
spaoan ond guntan, Oms welher on the conle fells

~

of three In :‘i.t ah salloers whe wet three Chinamen,

when aaok grovn waa go abruak by the ludierous
appesrence of the obher thab all sizm finslly collapge
ad in oorexyman of sirth vpon the pavement. Al e

though we ocannod voueh fov the truth of thig partie
wlay dvcident, it certueinly ssrvesn $6 illvatrabe

the vay in vhich the memberas of one group react
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upen the idicsynerascies of aﬁ@ﬁh@rg The ordinaxy
man is 66 censtituted that the sight of any habit
sustom or faéhiaﬁidifferimg graaﬁly Lrom %hﬁéei of his
ﬁmmaéia&e'assaaia%és at once reveals to uim the é&péﬁw"
jority of his ewns’aﬁd 5o induces laughter, half
%?i@méhaﬁ%e nelf seornful and altopether ﬁle&aénﬁ;
This process may even result in th@ invention of
ﬂaﬁiﬁﬁai nicknames by the inhabitants of one aﬁan%éy
for thome of ancther, Sueh & name as "Fropey®
for exém@le, ig umed by the average Briton, %heﬁ'he
would yefer in alighﬁiﬁg, lopghivp berms’ do the TFreneh,
and ia not feaaived by the7latéer in ény;very kindly
apirit. ‘ |

As might be expested, Laughter of this
type tends to die away as one'ns horizen bee@meaf%r@ader
and one's sympathies deeper, heﬁag feund in ite most
marked form in children snd aav&gésé;aﬂd hoing alﬁ@a%
entirely lecking in your true cosmopolitan, - Sullys'
in an exeellent chapter on the laughter ef su ageafl‘
has shown that, whilst they moy be, as o general rule,
imprensed with the auyeriqrity of the white man, they
will find mueh eause for merriment in his oluasy
attempts to perform some simple native action sueh as

weaving or hut building, and his futile endeavours te . -

b
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© (1) Sully: Op.oit. ChVill,
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mapbor the intrigacles o7 their language. When
they are dealing with o member of another tribe,
ingtead of with the awe-Inapiring vhite man, they
make 10 2ttempt whatever to curb thelr laughier, and
thely jokes and jibes ot his owpense ave liable to
become wanbonly ocrusle The same element of bruial
oruelty may often b@ ﬁ%méeé.in the laughter of amchoole
boye ot the hapless one who hag shown himself ipgnovant
of some wnmpitbtedn lny of selhwsol or ploying f£ield.
The edusated and wollebravelled man, on the gther
hand, realizing that the voluve of all moral godes
mnd social customs im relative to one's particular
situstion on the giobe, 28 well as pesition in
seciehy, will not be se eanlly elated hy the apparent
superiority of his own hebits to those of another
man, and will, consequently, feel bﬁt little desire |

te laugh at the wusual wherevsr he may find 1%,

8o BREACIT OF AUTHORITY.

The writer who said that every child is
born Yeither a little Liberal or & 1little Congervate
ive® was only portly right «« every ehlild ig born

hothe It iz only the proportiocns tlat vary in
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eagh G280, Het only does man tend to oling %o
the 0ld, and reset with laughter upon the individuals
whe would break with it, but he alse tends to takat
delight in the fall of esntablished authority, and
{0 laﬁgh thereat , simply because it is established
anthority. It is the clashing of these two tendene
c¢ies in his ébul that produces the history of every
man 28 2 soeial vnit; if the one wins he is a Cone
servative, whose laughter will be in general, aimed
at the apostle of the new; 4f the ether, he is a
Radiéal, ever ready to chuckle ¢ver the dewmfall
of the old,. In some fortunate beings there is a
balanaei end they ean asit baak.&né lavgh at us all,
What we have termed laughter at the breach
of suthority, therefore, iz séen to be exactly the
reverss of that launghter which we diseussed under
the heading @f YBreasch of Custom® in the previous
sestion. The situation moy be fdeuticnl in both
cases: whether we direet our laughter agalnet the
rebel or agsinst the insbitubion errau%heﬁiﬁy that
ds defied defends entirely upon bthe attitude we %ak@
up towards the old and the new. If we identify
ourselves with the astablished, then our opinion of

ourselves, ond the opinien tind uihers hold of us,



(205)

mist rise opr fall with it, =and every deviation frém

the customery is made the occcasion ¢f the glerification
of ourselves through the institution or custom sone
cerned , If, on the other hand, the shackles of
suthority be heavy upon us, and we feel that the instite
ublon is tending Yo orush out ocur individuality, we
reesiva,wiﬁh langhter and gladness, snything that
lessens that power, be it only for a moment, and enabl@s
ue te assert our independent personalitys The desire
te be recognised as & selfe-contained, sslfereliant entity,
instead of a mere wunit in the herd, a porbion of the
social organism, exists in overy men; but it is enly
in comparatively few cases that this desire Tinds direct
expression in revollt egainst scoiety. In the remain-
der of us the social instinscte and sentiments ave too
strong to allow of sueh a path of release, and we find
an indirect form of expression in laughter, on sneh |
occasions as authority is in sny way demeened or defied,
A fuller discusaion of this aspeat of our subject hows

. n
ever, mush be left to the shapter on the Secial Sipgni.

]
ficance ef Laughtoer,
As a general rule the radical or destruetive
gpirit ig in the ascendaney in ochildhood, but, with age

and ezperience, and the less of our gense of advenbure,
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we tend to become what Kemneth Grabesme, in his dew
1ightful ehild study “The Golden Age®, has called
U55iff and golouriess Olympians® who *might dabhiél

in the pend all dey, hunt the chickens, olimb the
treens in the mest vncompromising fundey clathes;

are free to issue Torth and buy gunpowder in the full
aye of the gun =« free to fire gannons and explede
mines on the lawni yet rever do any of these things.®
If we are successfully bto appreach the laughiter of
children it muet be with thie prineiple in mind, that

Q.

the averape child §

hr

L s T P "R o oo g
bie rebel at heavt, revelle

o

144

&

]

&
"

ing in hs§§§éarvydémﬁ ond laupghingly welcoming enye
thing that will upget the est@biishad order of things,
Sully imagines that he has get the adherent of the
Degradation Theory an unselvable riddle, when he asks |
him to explain the é¢hild's laoughter at the sight of |
his dimardered nursery on sleaning=day. In the

light of our disecussion the answer to Sully is clear,
These chaiys and tebles, that are now piled ignominis
ously on top of one another In one corner of the room,
are the repraaentaﬁives'@f suthority in hig daily
1ifes authority, in the persen of parents or nurse,
hag deereed that he shall not overtuvmm ths furniture,
or pull down the curtaing, or spill water eun the floory

and lo, here are nll these things being done; eand
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the vhole world is given ever 46 the most delightfu
din, and choas, and confusgion, GCould any ochild
resist 4 thrill of elation at the sight?

We have, in on earlier section, reduced
some of the laughter of children to the reslization
of their owm superiority, in any partiaul&r,ever'ane
or more of their play fellows; Dbut by far the greaté
er part of what Sully has termed "pure® laughter
might, I think, be explained hy reference to our
present principle of revelt against aunthority,

The wild hilavious laughter, with which a erowd
of children will stresm ocut Inte the playground at
the sound of the closing bell, is the sign of an
individuality, suppressed for five hours by the
gtern eye of the teacher, and now reassumed with
their caps and satcheln., It in the expression of
the ego-urge yhiah the daily routine of the arowded
sohoolroom tends to repress, That this prineiple
holds good e#en in o ehild of very tender years is
~shown by the Poguilsh lauch with whéah he will swait
" the result of some prank played upen his doting
parents; whilst even the most @Eediénﬁ ohild will,
at times, laugh out his defisnce to the world in no
uncertain tones, We would not, of course, reduce

tauchter in the earliest monthes of life to such an
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impulse tewards selfe-assertiong it then appears to
be mainly Qanneeted.wiﬁh the gratification of bhedily
wants. Heny writers,indeed, have traced the crigin
of the emile ond the lough, as forms of bodily expresse
ion, baek to the look of repletion on the infantts
face as it leaves the motheris breasﬁ.{l) This
type of laugh or smile may well be understood frem
our disecussion of the yhysiglaéy of langhter in an
garlier chaptef, but at exactly what age more purely
mentel elements begin to ecnter inte the laughter of
the young ohild it would need a long snd tedicus proe
cesn of obmervation to discover, |

As the child grows older, ﬁhé primitive
nature of this first rebelllous ia&ghﬁer tends to be
disgulsed, or it may appeayr to vanish altogether, =a
he becomes more scolalized, and, conseguently, more
conservative; but it is doubtful if even the staidest
of men are entirely free from a desire %o 1éugh»at
the fall or ridicule of an institution that has long
demonded their uwngquestioning ebhedience and loyeliy.
How, otherwise, are %e te explain the prevalence of
jokes end witticieme directed against such on institute
i@ﬁ ag marviage? Marriage 4o responsible for the
?l; GAgd;éfT;igo;,”f;rfé;a;p;e: ;a;swﬂgh; ;a;iglfe;p;e;g: i
ionn of the lavghing person suggests that of the satisfied
nursling leaving the mother's breesst., In both cases the
contour of the open mouth and the lines of the face present
striking similarities. Laughter would then be an infentile

gympton of gratification.®  “Paychoanelysisg® Lendan912§9
_ Delld,
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loss of more personal freedom, =wnd the sinking of
m@f‘é individuality ,than, perhaps, any other institute
don, It is, hawéverg & highly respectable custom,
being upheld by the strongest moral sentimente of
society, and anyeﬁe who dares openly to sscert his
individual Judgment en the subjest ¢f the velations
%aﬁwaeﬁ mey end woman can expect only seelal patracign,
To aease té be an independent pervsonallty, and teo
beaome merely X' lwebend®, or "the wife of Y%, is,
h@wevérg inteleﬁahleg and so men combine, and wemen
alse, 40 laugh at whab they are often gﬁf@ﬁa. to think
their eammaé tyrent ¢ in this way they exmpérience
& moment of relative independence, and then reburn
the essier to their hon&ag&;

Ve may bring under this seetion a type
of laughter that hos loomed large in the more modern
‘trestises upon the comie, the laughter at obscenities.
Sexually+tinged jokes form so large a part of the
stockeinetyade 0L one type of goecalled huwnourisd
that suoh writers as Freud and Greig have boen led to
found their theories of lawpghter upon s sexual basis,
Lauvghter, however, is by no mesns the form of bodily
expression which we normally associste with the freeing

of pex energy, and it scems quite feasible, on the
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other hand, to explain most, if not all, of the laughe
ter at obscene stories by reference to the principles
laid down above, Especially ig this so6 when we re=
member that the hahit of making merry over the indéeen%
“is usually contracted during the years of puberty or
early adolescence, when the veice of wmuthority banning
such conversation is particulerly loud, and the spirit
of revolt particularly strong. = We are etreﬁgﬁhened
in this view when we find young boys laughing'togethér
over indecent jokes, which their experience most cert-
ainly does not enesble them %o wnderstand, but which
are surrounded by an air of "maughtiness®; and we
venture to say that, with all sexual Jjokes, the element
of “naughﬂiness" is the chief laughter- producing factor.
‘This faint aroma of wiskedness, of smﬁiﬂg or thinking
what some authority has forbidden us to say or think,
tends to cling to the idea of sex throughout life, and
to give it always that delicious flavour which belongs
only to forbidden fruit; It is only when a man has
learned to face the facts in s natural and healthy
manner, and to realize that sex and sin are not synony-
mous, that he can hear a lewd remark without feeling a
desire to snigger. Thus it is that the laughter at
the obscene is to be found ehiefly In adolescents and

the lower grades of society.
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Se THARMLESSY WIT.

, All of the laughter of satire, irony
and humour will, with little difficulty, find a place
under ‘one of the férms of the laughable yhat we have
discussed, as will also the laught er résulﬁing from .
what Freud has called "tendency-wit." There remains,
however, a difficulty t what are wevﬁo say of Freua’s'
Yhermless wit", which eompriées the %hpusand‘and ene
apparently pointless tricks and turns of speech and
ludicrous intonations of the voice, that go to lighten
the seriousness of the working day?® ‘Where, in the
much despised pun, for example, aré we té find thsat
reference to an inferior, whieh is to give us the
thrill oflelamidn expressed in laughﬁer?

It may do something to elucidate this

problem if we realize Tirst of all that there is a
very strong personal element in much of the wit in
which we indulge,within a somewhal restricted circle
of friends and acauaintances, an element comprehensible .
only to those who have lived for some time in our
immediate environment,  Many of the purposeful mig-
pronunciaticns snd ludierous intonations, which we
allow to slip into our everyday sﬁeeeh, cause laughter

in an awndience only because they cell to mind an
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idiosynerasy of some acquaintance common teo them all,
and so give the‘basis for a momentary feeling of self-
elation, It must be admitted, however, that not all
wit can be expiainéd after this fashion; and we héve )
still to explain a large residue of successful wittis
cisms, in which there is no trace of a reference to

any person or any definite group of persons,

The olue %o an adequate asolution here
must be found in our discussion on ®Breach of Authore
ity" in the previous section, and in a tendency that
haé heen ﬂeﬁieeéble throughout our treatment of the
occasions of laughter, the tendendgy, nemely, for the
object of laughter to become more and more impersonal
in nature, as the comic assumes higher forms. We
began with the wild laugh of the vietor with his
foot en the throat of his prostrate foe, and we have
just finished a discussion of the laughter that res
sultes from the temporary degradetion ef some institute
ion or recogﬁise& aﬁthcrity, In order to illustrate
‘cur point still further, let us take & Béries of witti«
cisme chosen almost at random from Oscar Wilde's

"Tmportance of Being Harnest.”

(a) Lady Bracknell says, "I am sorry if we are a little

late Algernon, but I was obliged to call on dear Lady
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Harbury. I hadn't been there since her poor husbhandis
death¢ I never saw o woman soAaltefgdg she looke
qnité twenty years younger.® :Te which Aigérnenure;:
plies, "I hear her hair has turned quite gold from
grief "

(v} Algernon: #You don't seem to realize that in

married life three 1s company 'snd two 1is none."

(8) Gwendolen: . "The old-fashioned respect for the

young is fast dying out., Whabtever influence I had

z

; - e A ] P "
over mamma, I lost at the age of three,®

{d) ILady Bracknell (crosse-examining her prcspéctive
- son=ine.lew } i1 "Are your parents living? ¥

Jaecke ¥I have lost both my parents,®

Lady Bracknell: 9"Both? ewew= That seems like care-

lessnesn,

vit will be seen that there is, in the
firat of this series of wittieciems, a strong perschal
element, whieh,gradu&lly‘éiminishea through the second
and the third, until it vanishes alteogebher in the
last, In (&) that is to say, we have a'catty thrust
at Lady Harbury and her grief; in (b) it is the ine
stitution of marriage that is pilloried; (e) has the
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faintest suspicion of persdnél reference,’frem:whi'ehp
however, (d) is entirely purged. A more careful
examination will now reveal what Freud would call a
“wit-techniqpe“i underlying the personal element in
these examples, and common to them alls In the
first three especially we find the use of a trite
and backneyed form of expression, with a slight
alteration in the matter, that gives it a new and
startling meaning, whilst the last, a pure play upon
words, depends for its witty nature upon .a very
similar principle, the use of a single word in twe
different senses, Whilst reading example (a),for
instance, one is led by the familiay phraseology to'
expect that Lady Harbury "1ooks quite twenty years
older", and that "her hair has turned quite white
with grief®, %but the witticism 1ieé in substituting
for the expected words their contraries, Myounger" .
and %gold®, | |

Many writers, even if they accepted our
general theory, Wéuld'insiét that this ig merely a'
device for bringing out more strongly the personal
gibe, that it is, in a word, only a part of the tech-
nique or mechanism of wit., It is true that the

thrust at Lady Herbury would lose much of its power
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were it not expressed in epiprommatie teyma, ond we
would not po 0o far as Freud, in meking a mochaniesl
division of the laupghter of "tendenmeyewit® into two
distinct halves); but that this soecalled teglntigue
playe a large part in the produstion of 1&agﬁtar im
shown by the fact that, in examples (e) and (d4) above,
it stands praeticslly alone, as the sole source of
lavghtev, In passing frem the "tendencyewit® of (a)
and (b) to the "haveless wit?® of (e¢) end (4}, we stild
retain o part of our laughter, although we lose all
raonal referanne, Where then © 4s the fzetor in
these latbter wittlcisma that eauses us the thrill of
elation necassasy'ﬁé the production of laughter?
Although we cannot agree with his general
theory of lauwghter, z statement of Dergson's, in hie
ehapter on ﬁThanaemic in Yords% mag’grﬁve of preat
use in the solving of an =newer to this wuestion.
He says, “Whereaé en illuwninsbing compavison and a
sbtriking image &lways seem to reveal the close harmony
that exists between lanpuage and nature regarded as
two parallel forms of 1life, the play upon words makes
us think somehow of a negligence on the part of language,
which, for the time heing, seeme to heve forgotten its
real funetilon, and now claims to accammaéaﬁe‘thinga to

itself instead of ascommodating itegelf to things.



(116)

And se the play upen words always betrays a momentary
lapse of sttentlon in language, and it ig precisely

on that ascount thet it is amuaing.ﬁ(i)

Lenguage, then, is the institution whose
degradation in the so-called “hérmless@ wit pives rise
to the momentary feeling of superiority, that finds
expression in laughter language, of caﬁraeg not as a
mere eolleation of words and grommetical yules, but as
the embodiment of authority, the instrument whereby
acelety imposes upon us a ready-made net of @énvgntiana
and hebite of thought. There ia, ntrictly speaking,
no such thing as purely "harmless® wit, no wit for its
ownt #sake: the Ytendency® in wit sannot be eliminated
without destroying the laughter=-produsing element slse,
Hormless wit, a8 ve havé aeen, differs from tendeney-wit
only in the more impersonal nature of the object agaiﬁ@ﬁ ‘
which it is directed.  The fourth of Csear Wilde's
wittiecinms quoted above, for ewample, is o pure play
upon WQrds. end depends fox its comie effeat wpon the
different memnings which are applied to the word ®losot®
by Jaek and Lady Bracknell, The former uses it in
the sanse of bereavement, but the 1aﬁter,§iveg it somes

thing of the impliecation of esreleseness whieh it often
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(1)  Bergson: COp.oit. pel2l.
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bears; and it is amusing t0 us to see the common
usagesof language tripping one mnosther up, falling -
over one another, as it Were, aﬁd arviving eventually
only at misunderatanding and confusion, The eomic
nature of all epigrammatic wiéa such as is exemplified
in the other three cases, arises from the taking of
gome get and common form of @peeeh,amié by & dexterous
twiat, giving it a meaniﬁg‘entirely insonsistent with
ite sustomary one, In laughing on such aaeagi@ﬁg,
we feel that we are agserting ourselves os agained
the authority of soclety, which jin pgiving us a convents
ional set of symbols for the expression of our thoughts,
secks at the same time, to eontrel those thoughts, by |
foreing us 40 squeeze then into certsin subeandedried

formulae.

- CHAPTER Vi,

DISGUISED INFERIORITY AWD NERVOUS LAUGHTER.

Having traced laughter throughout its
%&riaus forms a8 ariging from “the gratification of the
insgtinet of selfesssertion®, 4%t still remsing for us
to explain certain types of i&ggbﬁef whieh arise appare

ently under olreumstances exactly the reverse of those
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we have described. It ia & @gémgg pacurrence 4o,
find men laughing loudly on pecagions when they cen,
by no manner of means, feel anything but inferior
to thelr enviromment. Bust we then admit that our
whele ﬁheéry breaks down when assked to explain this
phem&méﬁ@n?
| | A moment's eonsideration,I think, will

show that o alight modification of our original statew

ment will allow us to embrase even such en extreme
| sage a8 thiy énde?.ear general fTormula. Laughter,
undey such conditions, denotes not ¥“the gratificsition
of the instinet of @alfaaggé?ﬁi@nﬁﬁ'ﬁat ths conseious
or gsemie-gconseious desire to hide from obthers one's
realization of @ﬁe?s éﬁﬁ inferiority.  Perhaps the
conditiona under which this type of laughter mﬁ@t_aoamQﬁé
1y ocours are 46 be found when sgome reasgmised amouY =
ist i telling a joke, the point of which one or more
of his sudience fail to see, The dullerd, unless he
he & very strong character, or vé3y proud of his ignore
snoe, is driven to hypoeri®ieal laughter, ir he would
provent the laugh belng dirested agsinst himself ;
foy the rest of the audience, thelr apﬁeﬁiﬁe for the
'ﬁhzills of elation onge whetted, will gladly fturn upon
the wnfortunate one, and make him the butt of o new

tarst of merrviment, There ls, indeed, an illuminating
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pariour hoax, in which a weilaknawnfwag tolls an
entirely pointless sbory as though 1t were a geé&
Joke, At a given point, two or ﬁhrae confederates
in the asudience will commence to laugh immoderately
and it is interesting, if one be in the kuow, to watch

‘the mental atrugegles goling aﬁAareuﬁé the room between |
the desivre to be honest wnd the fa&r of being thought .
dull, until, one after another, the vietims will .
break into sickly wnecertain smiles, or try to hide
their denseneas from the world bheneath huge guffews.
one is let %o suspect thot this principle of dise
guised inferiority has something to do with the faet
that moot men can rezd through 2 book of *funyy®
gtories without a smile, but will respond with hearty
laughter, when the same jokes are recounted to them
by others. They are then afraid to remain silent,

caven 1f they can see nothing laugheble in the narrativeg
for to- stand wnmnoved bef@fe z gale of nerriment dee
mands en iren will, or o profound sontempt for the
epinion of one's fellews, Honsleur Bergerst, the
delightful philoschbher of Anatole Iﬁraﬂae"‘afgmeai:ian .
loments thet his peeulior sense of humour has often
get him at crossgepurposes with other men. #Thal

which omuses other men does net make me laugh, that
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which amuses me does not make other men laugh, I
have often noticed, I sse the ludicrous where no one
elge perceived it, I am gay and I am sad in the
wrong plases, and it has often made me leok iike &
fool,."

All thet is neecessary to produse laughber
of this type is to place a nman in surroundings smidsh
which he feels his owmn inferiority, and then set his

superiors laucghing at something in which he éannst

gsee the comie element,  These superlors may be ree
pardesd ag such by resson of niwbler ¥it, higher soeisl
status or even sheey welight of numbers, The very

faot thaﬁ they sre lauwghing, indeed tends 1o make them
rank higher 4n their own eyes, and in those of a silent
speetator, for is not laughter the sign of superiority?
The only way, then, for & man to conceal his inferiarﬁt?
is to oublauvgh them all, Nany men have established

& reputation for brilliance by thelr adroltness at this
perdonable deceit! It will be seen that such laughe
ter, like all other laughter we have diseussed, resulte
from the impulse towards selfeassertion, but is of an
srtifTiclal nature, becavse it does not flow naturally
fTrom the graﬁifiéaﬁiam of that impulse, but is an

attempt to disguise the faet thet it hae bheen thwarhed,
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Wa may term it then the ﬁl&mghﬁar of &i%?ﬁiﬁ@é xnfara

s

i@riﬁya

On the @th&r hand, as might be expected,
when one of the s&ge?i@f ones of the earth Pinds hﬁa
self 4n the midst of people whom he considers hiév
iﬂféricrg, he tends to rvefraln from laughing at those
things which they consider fit ~ud proper objects of
merriment . bessuse te do so would be to degrade,
rather than elevzte himself in his owm opindon,
He may emile at thﬁé,qin@eeda but he will seldonm

The suveadl sim thot
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rising in his own estimetion is that he ceases to
laugh at %he'p@er jokea of his erstwhile superiors,
At excellent exomple of thisg is t6 be found in
JelleBarrie's FAdmizrable Criehton® eee

Irnest, after falling t¢ impress Lord Loom's somes
what disdainiul daughters with a weakly epipgram,
deapaivingly tries it upon the butler, Crichtont
Srnest “Z am ngu young enough, @rzgﬁ%anp %o
Imow everything." (It is an enxzicus wmoment, bub
2 omile &g at lenpth extorted fr@m Oriahton as with
2 corkserew, )

Lady Very (fomeuhat later): ®Tell me, what did
v [rnent wean hy'gayiﬁg that he wam not young
enough te know everything?®

Orishton: 8T have ne ides, my Lady.®
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;aéy Marys:  *But you laughed.®
G:ishﬁ@ﬂ: by Lledy, he ig the second son ¢f & peep) ®
A few weeks later, "in o state of natureh

upon the island, Crlchton, now heginning to realise his
ewn superdority, reacts very differently upon a wittie
ciom from the %aecond son'; 17 would thevefore mosd
respectiully propome that every time Mr, Ivnest faveours
us with an eipgram his head should be immersed in a
buecket of cold spring wabere®

- The lavghter of dispulsed inferiowity, then,
results from a consolous abbenpt to hide one's sense
of inferiority from the world; hut there s still
another type, which differs from it only in that fhe
impulse to hide one's infericr worth is entirvely, or
alm@sé entirely, vnconsaious, It g this whieh is
penerally termed "nervous langhter.®
Mervous laughter generslly arises during that “struggle
between the two opposed ifwpulses of the instinets of
golf=display and self-abasement, with thelr emections
of positive angd negative gelf;feelinggﬂ(l( ﬁhiah
MaBougall has called “hashfulness. The impulses 0
"sbrut® and to Wlink® ave equally hﬁlﬂu@aé@ sueceeding
ene snother as the eontrolling foree in rapid altere
natien 'y end, during the brief reign of the instinet

of melfenssertion, we laugh nervougly and uneertainly,

@™ £ e ¥ s Gy B th g A% a3 Y@ e % @5 2 e @m G i & = ;B B W oo @ @ e
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in order te prove to eurseiveg,'as well as to others,
that we are equal to the cocasion, ‘

Nervous lauvghter is, as mipght be expested,
particulerly noticeable smongst young adoleseents, in
whom the struggle between selfeassertion snd selfle
subjection reaches its elimex; and they are subject
t¢ 2 psculiar foxm which they term ®the giggles®.

The gigeles is a kind of holf-suppressed, halfe. uncone
trollable nervous lauwghter, which ocecurs only under
conditions thet are culculated to ereate an impression
of awe and veneration, iz
ample, groups of two or more young people are often
strongly seized by the desirve to laugh aloud, and it

is only thelr fear of outhority that aaﬁpela them o
confine themselves to badlyepuppressed sniggers,

The object that fivst atimuvistes tham e mery iment may
be of the most trivial nature, containing within itself
nothing in the slightest degree ludierousy eand it is
noticeable that as soon ag the auﬁhéziﬁy ig removed,

and they become their own masters agoin, the glgelers
lose all desire te laugh, and are at & loss te explain
their beha%i@uro The presence of & recognised suthore
ity, therefore, would appear te he the cause not only

of the partial suppression of the laughter, but also

of the very impulse te laugh, The explanation of
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this phenomenon is to be found in ths struggle bes
tween the instinel; of selfedispley and gself-abase-
ment., The létﬁef,prempﬁg us t6 subject ocurselves
to the au%hariﬁyzéf the institution sonoerned

but the former demands that‘we should £ind some
expreasion for our individuality even under such
gonditions; and the "gigrles® is ocur halfshearted
declaration to ocurselves, ond to the werld at large,
that *a man's a man for a' thag,® It is not,
gefhﬁggﬂ‘a very loftiy axpréssian of the imdividuai's
revolt againat sesiety, but it serves its purpose
\éa a harwlesns, if semewhat anneying, safety-valve

for the expression of the adelegecent’s overegrown
QLD “UrEe It protects scciety from his hotheaded
intolerance of the old, abt the same time thé% it
prevents his youbthful enthuslasm Trom being entirely
enpuifed in some hide-hound instituiion.

| There is a hiologleal theory of nervous
lavghter, which reduces 1% te a sudden diseharge of
nerveus eﬁergyg stored up during a vericd of wne
natural resiralnt, ond released by some slight
gtimulugg(il Although we eannot atop to examine
this theory, it must be apparent at a plance that it
ia the physiloclegiecl counterpart of the psychological

explénaﬁian which we have put Torward, The impulse
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of self-assertion, dammed up for a while by the
heavy hend of authority, finds expression at last
in a hesitating, uncertain, and often too boisterous

1&ughﬁ er.

CHAPTER V1l.

SOCIAL, SIGNIFICANCE OF LAUGHTER.

In this age of social sciences no treat-
ise on any psychological subject?weuid be recognised,
which regarded man as an isalate%, gelf -contained:
unit, snd Hénewould he complete Qithout a discussion
of the influence of the phenémena goncerned upon
the relations existing within the social group.

Thé most determined zttempt of modern times to show
the goaial significance of laughter is that made by
 Henri Bergson, who, as we have seen, regarded it

a8 the sanctilon of society, imposed upon those who
tend to endanger the welfare of the group, by allows
ing theVelasbicité® of life to degenerate into the
fraideus" of a machine. Qur general theory makes
it impossible for us to sccept such a view of the

function of laughter in soeiety, enticing though
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it may'be; and, whilst recognising that laughter
hes an important part fo play in social life, we
cannot too strongly stress the fact that it is not
socia1; but entirely individualistic in nature,
In its very essence it is an expression of individ-
uwality, and although it may incidentally subserve
many soclal ends, its main funetion is not to act
as a weapon in the hands of society, but to assert
always the rights and the worth of the individual,
If this be the case, how then does it come about
that men laugh in groups, and appear to use this
group=laughter aé a ?eapon for the attacking of
other groups, And the punishment of rescalcitrant
members in thei£ oWn? |

That laughter is capable of use as a
weapon may be seen from its effgcﬁ upon the person
against whom it is directed. Whatever theory of
laughter we may hold, there are but few of us who
can résist glving some expressien,however slight,
ﬁq_a momentary Teeling of anger, when we are made
" the objeat of a burst of laughter; and the fort-
unate man, who can resist, does so, I venture to
say; r&thér by reason 6T powérful self=control,
than beﬁamse he realizes that "no harm is meant."
BEven the most kindly laughter is iiable to give

offence if the object of it be not in his customary
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state of seifecontrol. Beneath 211 the sympathy

and good feeling that it may contzin, he can still

detect in the Lamgh that element that arises from

his own inferiority, real or supposed, te the laughé
er, '

It is no argument against our view of
laughter to peint out those compsratively rare cases
ef men, who, 1like 'Soerates, can relish a joke agaimst
themselves: for laughter at oneself iz not an exe
jaepﬁi@n to, but a particular case of the principles
we have already discussed, end may arise in either
of two ways., It may be that o nan is laughing at

himself as exhibited in some thoupght or action in
the past,; =nd, in comparing the past with the present
gelf, he tacitly says, “Hal Hal Hal That is what
I was, but this is what I now amt : hehold the ree
markeble improvement! I gan afféré t0 laugh at

the youth that onoe I was, for I have outgrown his

wealmeny and his folly.” % i ocuite o common
thing for men to use thelr psst selves asg a foil,

wheraeby to demonstrate the glories of the wresent.
If our merriment ab our own expense be not of this
type, it can only he an example of what we have

termed the “laughter of disguised inferiority®, by
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which we try to conoeal the Tact that the laughert'e
ghafts have gone home; for no man can find grounds
for hbnest loughter in the reaiization of his own
inferiority,

It is interesting to note in this connecte
ion the statement often made thet Englishuen meke
mueh of Bernord Shaw beaausé he spends all his time
leughing at them, It is trve that this element in
all Bhaw's works has a great faseination for the
average cultured Ingliskhmen, but I ﬁeﬁﬁure te say
that insofar as anyone laughe ot the biting satire
of such a play as "“The Man of Destiny®, he ceases to
be an ®average Epglishman® ot all, and becomes a
Shavian, that is to say, he identifies himself with
Shaw for the moment, forms with him an 2lliance,
Wh@éa purpose it is to seek cut‘and‘ridisuia the

follies of all ether imglishmen,  Were I ever in

 my heart %o realisze that Shaw means me, a8 well as

my neighbour, it is highly probable that his work
would gease to be smusing, and bhecome merely foolish
or immgrale

Having demongstrated that gaughtar can
be used by the individuel as sn ingtrument hoth of
atbtack and defence, it remains for ug ko show how it
@én be ugsed &n the same aapaéiﬁy'by sgoiety as a

whole, or by particular groups within society; and,
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in order to do thig,we must make a very short pree
liminary study af.the menner 4in which men tend %o
form themselves into groups or classes, Wit hout
going into a detailed disoussion of the psyehslogical
bases of soelety, we can do 1little more than peint

out that such grouping actually does ocour, and that
the groups may be differentiated on grounds ef race,
taﬁritary;wﬁ%pth, wealth, religion, sex, occupation,
political opinien or any of the thuugands of importe
ant or trivial gualities in which men differ,

These groupings may be absolutely permenent, as in the
gmse of race and sex, @f.%@ transient and ephaneral

as the "gides®" in a game of "chasing®, A man will,
of aourse, be a member of very meny dliferent graﬁ?s
at the same time, and it is prabablé that the interests
of the various groups t6 which be belongs may somee
times -¢lash; bubt there is generally one deminant
interest, that will delermine his ailegianee'%a some
pavbicular group on such ocossions.

The esrliest sociel groupings, excluding,
of course, differences of sex, are those into fémily
end tribe; and it is en oftenoted foct among soclel-
ogist®, thet the individual savage cen express himself

only through, and as a part of one of these groups.
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Individuality is ot o minimum and individuel rights
unrecognisad in the savage state, se that o man eon
gratify his instindt of sclfe-assertion only ingefar

as the family or tribe to whieh he belongs, has proved
its mupericrity over some other group. . Individually
he is a eypher, mnd can make his influence felt in .
the world only as » member of one of tﬁes& oo Je13)51-
Thisg would lead ene to suppese that greupelauvghter
st precede individual laughter in the history of

the PG, and that this actuslly is ths case has heen
shown Wy Sully, who records that the sovage seldom

or never laughs, except in ﬁancaré with hias fell@wao(l)
I% might he argued from this ﬁﬁaﬁllamghﬁerg in its
beginning, is not egotistie, and éﬁaﬁ the individual
. faster we have se a@éﬁnglg etreagad'ie naﬁ therefore

a necsssary element in its produsbiong but to argue
time would bhe to avérlaak the fact that the savage s6
slosely identifies himself with his Tomily or tribe
that its every fall is hie fall, =and its every rise
the cause of aé much elation in him, a2s I1f he had
nersonally distiaspuished hims@lf; Add $o this the
fact that he hag no other nmode of expression for the
promptings of the instinet of selfeasseriion than

throvugh the activities of the group, and it ie net at
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all surprising that laughter, individuslistie though
£t he In essence, should begin in a communal ferme
In 2 eivilized community the bonds
that bind a men to any particular group are, as o
general rule, far looser then in the prinitive state,
and sa, more freedom being givento the individuwal,
we naturally find a strong tendency for individual
laughter to supercede the "ehoral laughter® of the
£roup. Choral laughter, however, wlll never bhe
entirely ousted from even the most eivilized soclety}
 for men will always identify himself, ﬁh@&gh.méfa
.geakly than in the primitive community, with some
sonlal group, and will feel elation ot its successes,
and subjection at its humiliations, The father
tends to laugh when hig son laughs Methodist
will ehuekle with the Methodist over some Joke at
the expenge of the CGatholicy the Bnglislman will
Join with a fellowecountryman to laugh at the "neare
neasé of the Scobtelman, and with the Seotchman to
poke fun at the Irishman, These allianses for the
pake of mutuval self-glorification are in o éﬁate of
constant fluxy some may last through a life-time,
soms fall to pleces after o fey years op months,

whilat others are formed in a moment, serve their
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purpose, and vanish as quickly as they came,

The only econstant factor throughout all this
fliekei and change of laughter-groupings is that
all serve the one purpose, the gratification of |
the ingtinct of self-agsertion in the iﬂdividual.
through his identification with the group.

We have seen that laughter, besides
serving as an expression of "sudden glory" in the
individual, mey be, and often is used by him as a
weapon of attack and defence in his intercoufée
with his fellcw~mené sand most of what wajhéve
gaid in this connection will apply, ‘mutatis
mtendis', to the laughter of the group. 'A;~
though ﬁhevstranglyn established groupshwhich we:
call nations, may prefer to make appeﬁl tQ thé
more imposing, if sometimes less éffective weapons
of diplomacy and werfare in their Quarrelsswi%h'
their neighbours, the weaker groups are,‘aé a
general rule, perfectly satisfied to confine thems
selves o gibes and lauvghter, It has alréady
been noted in these pages how laughter acts as a
kind of soeclal fly-wheel, in that it tends to
suppress those Whg‘threaten soclety with revolt

against its conventions, at the same time that it
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spurs on those whe would cling teo blindly te the
0ld,.

“Laﬁghﬁerﬁ says Bergson, "is, above all,
a corraative, Bging intended to humiliate, it
must make o painful impression oan the person pgaingd
‘ Wh§m i% igs direated. By laughter scolety aveuges
itseld for the liberties btaken with it." (2) It
must not i fmegined, however, that the influence
of launghter in this dirvection &s 2ll for the good,
Par from it. Neny excellewnt innovations have
been smothered, and the birth of others long des
layed, by the secornful laughter ¢f an intolerant
soaliety, whilsﬁ much that was best in the past has
been lauphed to =2n uvnbtimely end by & generation -
intoxiated with its own successes - . Un the whole,
however, it would appear that lavghter hag a@@@mpligheé
mere good than harm, in ridding society of certain
nexioue growths, that wax pgh upen its wrath,
flourish under its legal supprescion, and shrivel

ﬁp'and die only ot the saorching touvch of its ridie

st

cule. To laughter, ab 211 events, we owe 10 more
end noe less than we do to any ether instrument,
wWiélded in the hands of a wellemeaning, bub imperfect

B e g & & B P o omm ¥Rk o @ g ex £ o S oo G B g & @ s R o &

=

(L) Bergmon: Ope.cite p.197.
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socliety.

In order to diseover the nature and basis
of esome of the more permanent of these langhtere
proupings, it is only nesessary to open any book
of classified "funny® jokes, as, Tor example, "Cole's
Pun Dootor®, when one finds such rough classifications
as the followingi Fun zbout ; « Husbond and Wife,
Women, Mothers « {n - law, Clothes, (lergymen,
Té&éh@rsg Doctors,; Iawyers, Servants, imployers,

- Drunkeords, Mormens, Jews, Dminent Men, Ivishuen,

Msrigong, Chinamen sto. ele. This slossification,
Based as i1 ig dvon ths direction which men have

given te ﬁﬁééﬁ 1&%@%&@? in the past, represents
the manner Iin whish society has uiilized its natural
groupings as & basis Tfor its shoral laughter. Theae
geoupings, of course, have nrisen In o mulbtitude of
ways, some noet even remobely é@ﬁﬂ%@té& with lavghter,
hut, once they have been formed, man has, by ddentifying
himself now with this group, =nd noy with that, used
than as o means towards the evoking of the ®pogssicn®
of FRandden gloryYe

There are gthey groupings, however, whiah
seom o have, as their sole function, the avcusing
of this feeling of elaotion in the nombers compesing

them, and which die away,consegquently, with the bhurst
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ef laughter to which they hsve given birth, VA
simple example may bring this cub more elearly.

I om in the habit of riding a pecullar Little
moetor-cyele whieh has the engine situaﬁeé within
the front wheel; and this machine provides a
never=-failing source of merriment to the ehildren
playing in the streets thraugh.whieh I pass on the
way to Coellege, They will leave their marbles,
skipping, and fighting, and stand in groups on |
the roadside, laughing and pointing fingers of |
scorn at the oddity. As soon as I have passed
however, the groups break up, and the members go

on with their interrupted play, For the moment
they have ldentified themoelves aiﬁ@ the hingcrlé
whose motor oycles have the engines in ﬂhe aonvent =
fonal position, and have jcinad together %ith.ﬁh@
comn ﬁurpase of triumphing over the Infericrity
of the “outsider®, It is not that they despice
me, or even the machine which I ride == 21l of them
S would, indeed, be glad enough to possessit «= bub
only that they regard the eustom of the larger
group, to which they helong, as superioy te that of
the smaller group, of whiah'l,apparenﬂly,&n the only

member, I have recently tried the experiment of
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giving different ehildren short rides on my way to6
and from College, and find that, as soon as a ¢hild
has been on the bieyele, he cemses to jaié in the
groups of seoffers,. He has now a eufficient
reason for allying himself to my lost éause, and
tennting with "sour grapes® the unfortunate ones

whe are still awaiting their turn, so that I may

. eventually find myself defended, rather then attacke
ed by the Laughter of a secure majority,

Alﬁheu@h.we have by no means oxhausted
the clmost imfinite paasibiliﬁie@ of our subject,
we have now arrived at a point where we can elose
our treatment without leaving it suspended in mide
aiy asAit were, Ye have traced the development
of laughter from itﬁ lowest to ite highest forms;
we have seen it as rasuiting from puwely phyrnielogical
souses, and again as the reaction upon = higuyv&
intelleetusnl, wnd entirely impersonsl ﬁitﬁi@iﬁmé
but, in whatever pulse, and under whatever conditions
it has appeared, we have al%ays detacted in 1% one
sonstent element, the rgﬁgémg of the individual, by
some means or other, ahove the level of his fellews,
or ahove his own augﬁomaxylleVela

Pernnps the most surprising , as well
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ad the least aqréeable Impresaion conveyed by these
pages is that laughter is ontively selfish in
EeBenaca, We have heen ascustomed ¢ look upon it
as something m@rr&, something scelsal in which eld
enmities are forgotten, and old friendships renewed;
and 1t comes s a shoek to have it ferced upon ug -
that lavghter, nlthough 1t may incidentally fulfill
guch pleasant =ocial funetions, is, in reality, the
instrument of the individual, used by the individual
for the individualtls own purposes, We have, no
doubt, pot o somewhat gloomy view of our subject,

hesause we have only

ot ite more pleass
ant aspects and, had it lain within our scope,
fully to discuss the laughter ef hnﬁoar, where pity
mningles with 8uperiari%yé‘and the element af‘ecnu
tempt is thickly overlaid with a rich covering of
sympethy, we might hove ended on o lighter note.

But the fast remains that,hovever delightful its

accompaniments, and hoewever merry its sescsiantions,

laughter is based on a prompting, eonscious or une

aconscious, for selfw-expression, Pleasant it very
often ia, purely alitruistie it ean never be, As

Rergson has sald, "It is a froth with a saline base.
Like froth it sparkles, It is gaiety itselfl.

But the philosopher ého gathers o hendivul to taste
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may £ind that the substance ig scanty, and

the afterstaste bitter. (1)

B oW S e & & e I B B &

m @ & @ & & 8 B B & T & e w5 w € e fa 6 R s & @ B W & £ 8

{1) Bergson: Op.cite p.200,
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