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'.l.1Hill PGYCHOLOGY OF LAUGHTEU A1:1f.O •.rm~ COU!C c. 

c IIJ\P'l'li;R l • 

I:tVi.'RODUCTIOH • 

) I 
etudie que le r:i.re, il n' en eat pas qui ai t en le don 

/ 
d t exciter claV<1.Utace la curioaite du vulgaire (~t eelle 

d_ef:I philo~ophee • il n' en i:-H-it pa .. "':!. nur lequel on a:i.t 

:recueilli pluo d • ohrJorvn.t :tonr:1 et hn.ti plue Cle .. ch~or:teH1 p 

/ 

et aveo cela il n 9 en eat pae qui domeure plus illexplique 
"/ 

on eert:i.it ·tente de dire aveo leo sceptiquEH.1• qu•il ff:i,ut 
/\ ) \ 
etre Q011tent de rire et de ne pas cherohel." o. ruwoir 

' _,.. / 

1:i!=>urqtrn:t on :ri t 4·9 autant 'Jue peut ... etre le reflexion tv.e 

le :r1re et qu'il m:i:r;:dt :-1,lora oontrn.ditJtoire qu'elle en 

dtcouvri t ·1 es c mrn ee .. u { 1 ) 

The openin1_.. sentence of ugat1' 6 Pr3yaholoe;ie ., 

du Hire'1 :to rIH'>'.l..1""oely a.n encou,raeem<;;;nt to one contemplating 

the puri5u.i t of th:iJJ nimble ·footed Spirit of La.ur;lrter which 

flits ·lie;htly in 911d out of our daily life• ~.i.n<l yet.. 60 

(l) q,u.ot;etl b;t D:i:·. '.Jignund' ·c;;reud: <i 1Jit nncl itG Uelation 
. to the Unccn11:.rnious 11 (':1.1. Ji'5.8her m1'/dn Ltd• I.;ondon~ 191.6) 
p, 224 from 1Jug1.?.F.} 0I'FJyoho.1ocie du 1ur•e11 (1902) p.l. 



( 2) 

tantalizingly vanishes when we would ask it whence it 

comes and whither it goes. lnscrut able a.e the Sphinx 

it sits 'by the roadside, an.d puts to the Jcraveller the 

eternal riddle 11 Whenae e.nd what am I?ffand• whether he 

s~cceed in hia answer or whether he fail, the penalty•. 
,, 

of his audacity is always the· earn.e ..... 11 le refleoion tu~., 

le rire. 11 and a good joke is :ruined. 

Undaunted 'by th~ tlLreat of such a peril• lios ta 

of distingi.tished trtXVHllera • from Plato onwards, have 

sought a BOlution of the riddle; but it would.appear 

that, although many contri b\lt,icne to the subj eat have 

been extremely valuable, and many theories propounded 

that cover quite well a lim.i ted area of the realm of 

la.ughter, no Oedipus has yet e,ri sen whoae answer ha.'.'! 

been such as to :rid the curious world of the taunts of 

the Laughte:t" ... Sphimi: .. The field is so wide and its 

J,imi't s so il i ... def ined that the theory must lrn com pre .. 

hensi ve indeed under which every 11 quip a.nd c:ran.J.r 11 from 

the utter.mo st con.fines of the lau.ghg,ble VJ ill naturally 

and easil:f fall. 

VJ'.h1.le we dare not hope to succeed where the 

keeneet intellects of all ti.mes have met with only a 

qualified fa,ilure• we nuw porhc.-;,pg, during the cour.se 

of our work, gtumble upon some new ecra.p of evidence 

to add to the mass already collected; end, '.1\lhatever 



be the result, a short study o:f this subject, can sc~oely 

fail to bring to light facts about the working of the 

human mind, which must for ever elude those who study 

only the serious side of the life of the "laughing animal." 

The m.ost common criticism one me~ts with in entering upon 

a study of laughter, is that it is too trivial a subject 

to engage really serious attention. To this it may be 

replied thtitt Freud had to combat exactly the same obj eet !'< 

ion, when he ooimnenced his work upon dreams, which ie now 

being discussed in University and drs;wing-room throughout 

the world; and, while not for one moment contending that 

the psychology of laughter can ever become the topic of 

the day in either Lecture-hall or drawing-room.- we never­

theless hold that it is a subject· that challenges, arid 

amply repays serious treatment. Hazlitt, no doubt, ex• 

aggerates when he w:iri tes· that 11 to explain the nature o:f 

laughter and tea.re is to account :fo:r the condition of hu­

man life•" (l) but certain it is that such a.n explanation 

merits more than the five or six lines t.h.at the writers 

on general psycholoror sometimes grudgingly spare it. 

It would be advisable before commencing a 

study of laughter to give simple preliminary definitions 

of the special terms· that will be in constant us.e through-

6ut Much of the vagueness and confus .. 

:(1) William Hazlitt: t1The English Comic Writers" 
Introductory Lecture on 11 Wit m1d HumourH (Wor1.d1 s Classiea 
Series, London) p.l. 
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ion that has arisen il~ the treatment o:f' this subject 

would appear to have flowed from the looseness and in ... 

aonsistency of the terminology- applied. 

Laughter may. for the present, be defined as a movement 

o:f some or all of the muscles of the face, especially 

those of the lips a.ocompanied by deep inspirations and 

interrupted expiration of air from the lungs producing 

intermittent vocal sounds o:f' varying character. 

T~ Smile is generally recogp.ised as being a weakened 

form of the laugh. affecting chiefly the muscles of the 

mouth c:md the expression of the eyes. 

The Laughable comprises any ohj ect, idea, person or event 

that by some appeal, however fe~int, to the intellect, pro-

vokea or tends to p:rovoke laughter or a smile. lt must 

not be confused with the pureiy physiological causes of 

laughter, such, for example 11 as the action of laughing ... 

gas. which do no·t necessarily include any appea.1 to con-. 
aciousness. This distinction ie one that we shall tre-

at of more fully at a later stage'"' For our purposes 

11 the Laughable" will be practically synon:innous with 

The Comic, which, unless otherwise stated, will be under .. 

stood in this wide sense of any object that, entering 

consciousness 9 tends to produce laughter e Many writers 

give to the Comic a much narrower signitication; which we 

may later be oalled up.on to discuss t but we are follow .. 



( 5) 

ing here the usage implicitly adopted 1)y Bergson ( 1 )'a.nd 

other a.uthoritie~. who have, however/'never given any 

explicit definition of the term. 

The Ludicrous connotes the same aa the Comic and the 

Laughable, to the more BXtreme cases of which the term 

is generally applied. A distinction is sometimes drawn 

between the Laughable and the other two terms: the 
' 

Comic a.nd the Ludicrous, it ie said, involve an implicit 

reference to· a norm or standard which is not contained 

in the Laughable. It is dou1)tful, however, v,rhether 

common usage would justify such a distinction. and, unless 

otherwise stated, we shall not adhere to it in this the .. 

The Witty, the Humorous, the Comic (in the narrower sense) 

Satire, Irony etc. are all species o:f the Comic. 

( 1) Prof. Henri Bergson: t1Laughter 11 tranala.ted 1)y 

nre1"eton and Rothwell (Macmillan and Co .. London, 1921.) 



CHAPTER llo 
ma•·••tro• ... -•= 

THE PYHSlOLOGY OF LAUGHTER & TIOELISHNESS. 

THE PHYS!OLOGY OF LAUGHTER. 

lt may rightly be supposed that pmoh a subj eat 

as ours will provide matter for endless controversy; and 

it will be necessary to give short descriptive and orit .. 

ioal sketches of some of the leading theories propounded; 

before entering upon our own investigation of' the phenomena 

concerned• There is, however 1 a certain a.rnount of 

oommon 1 ,ground upon which all theories mu st meet, not .. 

ably the pbye161ogy of laughter» which. however, the ma~ 

jority of writers have ignoredi and, although it must 

be adlnitted that investigation has not proceeded very far 

in this direet ion~ a short expenditure of time here may 

later be found amply to rep~y us for 9ur trouble. 

Our prelim.inary def ini ti on of laughter is 

little more than a crude description of its outward 

phyeical manifestations. which portion of our subject 
(1) 

has been so closely dealt with by Darwin as to de-

rnand no attent·ion here. A knowledge of certain 

(1) Charles Darwin: 0 The Jilx:pression of the Emotions. 11 

(Jo~ll1 Murray, London, 1872) PP• 198.212. 
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internal phyr:liologica.l oonoomitante of a hearty l~Ughp 

ily organih Spene:el" p:ro1H'.lunded th~ theory th2.t "la.ugh .... 

ter iA a. diepla_y of musou::it:ix e:r..oi. tement. ~ ( 1 ) Undirected 

ion&· firntly through. those o1w.n.nela most frequently. 11'.l 

use• a.rid lat'er through '.:.hose l\~ec frequently titimulated. 

The Ol"gana of ni·t1cttlation an.d. the muaolea of the fat.le 
'· ' are the fit•r:Jl;i to be af'foctea; the :rn.~:J1:t are those ot 

repira.t:ton e wlll l9t • i:f there is st ill an e:r..oeae of 

energy, it aeta in motion :first the em.aller and then 

the lax•ger nrueolerl of the hea,d~ lil1111i;r; and trunk .. 

Oo:r1"'espono.ingly J< ·we have the cliffersnt formFJ of the 

laugh$ f:rorn the flickering emile to the up:r(}arioua · 

paro~n;ime of ~ltiughte:;." hol<H.ng both its aides.~ He 

then shmve that. this ;JV.l"pltia ne:r.ve energy usue.lly re .... 

sul i;a from strong feeling P men,ta.l or ;phyr:doal • whiah 

irj thus tha ttgeneral 1'Hattse of la!l-ghte:r, H nnd goes on 

fir.st 'tond to excite tho phyaiol'ogical reactions 

actl;')r t:ha o:;ppoei te effect*' 

they ultfamtely 1'.L.'1.Ve ex ... 

l'leaoant mental or bodily 

( 1 ) ~1 Jt Emo er : 
l Cl[) 3 • ) Vo 1 ., l '! 

p<ll , 20011 

nJ~Bsaysijl Wil:tis.m.5 and 1rorgatepLOndcm, 
E;esey :LV 011 ·u~:he l'hynioloc;l· of ~'1.ughter,.." 



(8) 

Not all. ,1easureal1le feelinc; 01 hovrnver. causes 

lo.ughter; it nould nppe.'1!' that a certain degree of 

titrencth o:r sutldennesl"J, or ·both, toeether vti th the a1, ... 

eentJe of counter·<~J}tinc; causes~ is _e·~nential. The 

element of et:i.ddenner:rn i 8 often emphasized as the mo rtt 

essential attribute of o,ey -:1tate of 11ody or m:b~d that 

ia to result in l<-:iught er•· ond inas 'evidently upp erino flt in 

the mind of Hohbea when he dub11ed the unarneles8 paeeion 11 " 

.. . (l) 
o:f which lauchter i a the exprea·~1on • ~sud<len clory., ~ 

An will latcn:- l:ie shown, thia element 9 althou~:h uaualljt 

preeent fl ia no·t oo al,1 ~,importq,nt as ims be on thouc;ht 11 and., 

fcieling of alowly inoreaeing bodily well•being find ex-

in teneity. A friend of mine; whil1;.rh F.1UJ:1 ... 11athina on the 

lie silent for a while, ru1d then hnrst out with a low 

In such 

• 
pr,~ratively lone tinH:Je 'lt lcwt flo7m o~ver in a :r:i.pple of 

of uork or plr;y D,e it ~xcises~ and cnly- a omnpara.tively sud-

( l) Tho1:.1as Hol1bes: 11 Hurnan Nature., 11 Col 1.0cted Works. 
{John J3olm 9 London~ lD!J.(J) Vol .1V p .,46. 
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den a.cc es a ion of plea.sr.1nt bodily feeling will show P.J.IY' 

undirected surplu~ of' ne:rve energy to be dissipated it1 

laughter_. 

the preaent day, lmve hald that "pleasure io the further ... 

a.nee of life• n- (l) lm.t oe:t.'ftah1 it i" that lauc;lrt:.er is :111 

i\t t!.1:iltl point. :t t may be :f ountl neoe~oa:ry to 

meet the ori'tici~~n of those who der1y -the pof::lai'bility of 

lauu;htGr beinc the rermlt of purely physiological oauaea • 

{ 1) q,uot(~d frOlJ:l K~111't by Alo:;t8J)Uf:~I:' .!~2.1:n: 
nnd the In tell eci• ,.11 

si'.1.'he Sem'ies 

p,.674. 



whilst ridinc; a horse without a F.:Htddle. ( 1 ) This oaae, 

althoue;h not hearing d~rectly upon our main conte11tion 0 

is nevertheleso, s\n· undoubted iri dance o:f laughter ca .. 

'.l'o an :tnexperi enc e<l 

rider• 'ni thout a saddle 9 the trot tine o:f ~:i. horBe would 

his clauc;hte:r who experienced th.e same impulse at the 
( 2) 

end of her first :mountain climb. Although it is poss .. 

ible that Gome mental element 11 a j oyoua idea of diffi­

cu.1 ties overcorne 11 1111:\Y have entered in here, a pa:rt of 'the 

lauc;hter wa~ 1.mdoubtedly due to a eurpltrn of l1odily an­

erg\r rcm.1lt5.ng from an ·acceleration of bodily function-

ing hy the strenuous e:1rnr,t:di:;Ja. This energy-, no loneer 
r: 

required f.or the actual vmrk of al:lmhil'lthgave rise to a.1'1 

otherwiae inexplical)le volume of laughter. Mttoh of the. 

either in moderation or t.o o:r.:ces•1 seems to reeul t from. 
' 

the teruporary speeding UJi of the whole 3ystem l);y iilooh.ol. 

Ji>:l?Ofeanor Hoff ding qtioi;es .Ludovioua Vi vea (De .Anima lib. iii) 

ag relating of himself "that ,011 first te.ating :foocl r-~ter 

a. long fa.r,t ~ he could. not refrain from lrmghter .. tt ( 3) 

Hoff dine; me)T!;ion13 in thia connect ion, the purely physiol ... 

ogical l~uc;hter tb1t a,cGom.poniea the· ehivering rerm.lting 

••~•·=··~••••--•••••~•••••~---=~·--~---•••••~•a·~~••••-··~---• 

(.1.) Jn111ef:l Sully:: 'An Ji}ezr.w on l~t>.ughter 0 (Longmane 11 

GreGn /!; Co:1r~ Londonf l902)p.42. · 
('1i'J: - $,ully:: .cit .. p.42~ . 
( 3) · Ue...rald Hoffd:l.ng: 11 0utliner:1 ·of l'eycholocy 0 tr 11y 
Hary B., Lovmdos (l:Jlacmillr",n, London 1912) p.291$ 



f'rom E'H:.nrera oold 11 and also recounts of Homan gladiators fl 

wounded i..n the diaphro.gm 8 that they. often d:ied laughing. 

Su.oh caaes ae the laf3Jt-named• are 0 of courae• ext;reme, 

and ,resulting a.a they do f,l from a mere externally pro ... 

duced epa,amodio t~Ti tching of the cliaphrar>,;m~ can .find no 

ple.oe. in any r.if3ychologioa1 theory of laughter. It is 11 

1wweva~, but a ehort ~tep from the dying glad1ator 9 to 

the oase of Sullyca son riding bareb£i,ol{fi' and than to his 

dau.glrter laughing at the com;pletion of her :fi:;.:«=:t mountain 

climb.. ~:hi~ series ah.owe a gradual increase i11 the 

psyohioal elamen .. " p:resant" althougl1 the purely pl1y~;iolog.,,. 

ioal causes still continue to act even af'te:r the iid.ditioi\ii: 

of mental factors. 

It seems natural to conclude that peyaiol• 

ogical oauses are at work in producing la.ugl:lt(:!r not only 

in thcHJ~ ca.see from which all mental elem.ari.te are ltl')eent, 

hut also aa ai:.rnisting 01- ir.J:1:tli:tting a.gents where intell• 

ectual· factor~ are apparently the sole cauees. Your 

con.,.1entional laughter .. 1oving type iF.J the henrty- ro.und .. 

:1;Q.G8(l1 fulJ .... bl@cded man 9 hu.bhling crver with good health 

and good spirits; whilstt on the other hand, any m...~ 

:findr:J it extremely difficult to appreciate a joke after 

euffering fo:r t~i70 · or th:r>ee days from. acute neuralgia. 

Le't..Ughter d.epende very lai~gely upon bodily hE11::1,lth. although 

we b;ive here, of a ou.rse ~ ouch glaring e:r.:co11tions as 

"' ..... nThoma." Hood 11 who made more punt'::l and ~pat more 

~blood ·than o,ny other man. tt 



~e micht e perhaps & in generalizil1g upon ou.r 

very short treatment bf the physiological pre ... con.di tiona 

of' laug.."hter ~ considel:' ourli:H;r,l'V"ea t·m:t ... r::tx1ted in eay-ing that~ 

in ao far a.a laughter results or tend[3 "ao regult~ frettt 

hut 0 l:)efc>'~e going so far aa this, it would 

be arJ:vitimble for us to glance at the other side of the 

pioture 6 the re~aQtioh nemely~ of laughter upon the or­

ganic functioning.fl. 

It ia a aonnnon belief• ~.xpre~~ed in many 

maxims, in.o"'~toe~ mid popular m:m.gs ~ ·th.a:t laughter is con ... 

dunivc to 11oclilYe r;1.a -~mll aeJ mental weil .... being" endt un ... 

lika too many popular beliefs, this would e,ppea:r to o,on.~ 

ta.in a large measure of ·truth, as is testified by recog ... 

nii:rnd. authorities !ii Sully here a aye 11 "Laughter may owe 

a part of i·!;g henig'll influerwe on ou1 .. bodily sta.te to the 

:fact that it prodv.ces a ccn-1.f:iidera·ble increase o:f vital 

aotivity- 11 b:y~ vm:y of hair;hte::L.ed ne'.F'irou~ stirnulation;,~ (l) 

I11 ·tihia. he appeai"'S to follow Spencer, vrho1long before 11 W'J..d 

held. that "there seems ·to be a good plljtBiological. baeie 

tor the popular notio~ ( 2 ) that mirth~creating excitement 

f'aoilitatem tli&~e£Jtion." (3) 

( 1 ) Sully : Op o cit ;1 p &' 36 e 

( 2) 1l!Xpresnecl' for example e in the old music ... hall ditty: ... 
"Laugh be:fo:re your dinner~ laut;h before your tea. laugh 
"before you go to bed t l'X."ld happy you will bee JI 

( 3) Spencer: Op ecit • p ti207 • 



:rh1s quiakening of .th.a vital activity of the 

body is brought about l.argely as a result Of the inter• 

:f'erence, by a lteax-ty ·laughp with the nornw..l oot.irse of the 

:respiration e 

· The deepened inspirations alone are sufficient$ by reason 

of the reaulting :increased oxygenation of the blood, to 

proctuce· ru.auy Qf the benef1c ia.l reraul te that generally 

follow from aotual przy-eiaal exercise, and may even cause 

. ~omethine of that momentary dizziness that often aocomp ... 

mentf1 of laughter*' however e a:re such that they also h..ave 

a most profound effect upon the circulation of the blood. 

Sully~ in hie excellent short account of this m.attm:• • ( 2 ) 

follows e.n DJ:'tiole on ~iorga.nic Prooeesee D.nd Coneioiouenear::i" 

1Jy Angell and Thompson in the "Psychologicrn.l Review." 

These inveetig~t(~j;'fl.l dis())Oi'\tered that a hearty laugh is acc­

ompanied by a mo at eudden and xna.rked :tnoreaea of oapilla:t"Y 

blood ... pressure resulting from accelerated oi:roulation, 

which phenamenon they exp1ained in the f'ollo11dng mru1ne:t" e 

11:te inte1"mittent aound of la:uGhter is oaueed by alternate 

opening ond partial olo10ing of the glottis, eo that the 

air l.eaves Jche mouth in short sharp hlaets ·t\ somewhat aim .. 

ilar to~ although not as violent aa t1H.rne emitted in oou gh­

ing,. w·here the glotti~ ie entirely closed.111 

(l) 
(2) 

:Dar1;vin: 
Sully~l 

Op.cite P0202111 
Ope o it. P., 33 e 
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Th.e ef:fer.rt· of these eudden stoppages of a strong current 

of air• is to increase the pressure \Yi thin the ohest ~ 

an.d ao to check the flow of blood :from the vein.a into 

the heart"' 

rushes with increased foroe and rapidity into the 

ohambera of the l1eart & and eo the whole of the eircn..:.1"' 

atoppagee during expiration. 

Without our stopping to deal with the minor 

beriefi t~ that mu.at :follow f:rom im1Jroved digestion ii as 

mentioned b:v Spencer .. and the atilnu!r'.).:ticn ;' by violent 
.... ....... ~ ·~ 

la:ughter of nmaoles aeld.om used 8 we may feel safe in 

asaerting that laughter reacts npon the aystem in euoh 

a way as to p:roduoe an aQceleration of its tu.natio1·rn 9 

and a ooneequent marked rise in the feeling of bodily 

ln thif3 way the c1o£ie bond of oonneotion 

between bodily well~being a..~d laughter ia gtill further 

strengthened.., A riee in the vital energy of the organ~ 

iem tends to iernue in laughter & which re ... a.cts upon· the 

bodily functioning in euoh a way as still further to in· 

tensity those pleasant ft'eli:ngr3 from which it sprang., 

more clearly brought out when we a.re tolcl that violent 

mibbing and the o·ther express ions of hod.:il.;v- wealmeso or 

i:tl ... ftmoticn.1ing have exactly the opposite effect to 
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la:ught er. Tllia uallia.noe for mutual benefit" ,between 

that mu.at have undergon1.r, and must still :further under ... 

go' a process of gradual strengthening in the history 

of the individual and the ra(rn _. al thought a.a will be 

noticed later ,1 strong counteracting in:fluenoea are often 

at work. 

]l~my of the writerF.J who l"lR;ve dealt with 

our subj eot ~ have oom.meno ed their treatment vii th a dis ... 

1:.n .. H1eion of the laughter evoked by tickling 11 a phenomenon 

whose outward charaoter.istios ai~e too well-known and 

have been too fully diacueeed to demand anything but a 

rapid su1"vey here. Tickling conmists ot the ili.te:i:.­

mi ttent stimulation of oertain tactual nerve 0 t:mdinga 

in such a way a~ to produce in the subject peculiar 

sens~tions fl and musoula:r react ions in the form. of 

le.ug11ter 11 Ellli'inking and defe11stve movements o It ha~ 

long r~:ttracted the writer on laughter as 'being one of 

the s:llflpleiJt mean~ of' inducing the phenomenon 11 and eo 

the l1al"Jt etarting .. <po:i.nt for ~Jim vb!C}e:rv;:d>ionsfl) It has 

1::H~en closely ett4died als@ 8 because it 5.e highly probable 
' . 

th.r;,,t the essentie.l laughter..,oausing element in. tickling 

may gtill 1Je i'otuJ.d to l1e l'.lre1:H%'lt L"l those more intellect ... 
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ual aouroee of laughter we usually oall the Comic. 

Theories of' the aau.aes o:f t icklislmeea 

and its origin in the development of' the race have 

been many t:md varied: they ranga :f'rom the content .. 

ion of Dr. Sta.VJ.ley Hall~ quoted by Sully~l) that it 

is a. survival ot a readtion of esoape :f'rom r)odily 

l'H.:u .. aeitae me.de by our prehurnan ancestors 11 tt.• lt.13 11;:u~m· 

plete reduot:1on to a oexua.1 'ba11is of explanation by 

Have look Ellie" ( 
2

) The latter holde that it serves 

the double purpose of exciting e~ot1o fe~linge, ruid 

of induoing the female to 1n:otect her body from the 

oriee ti of oourr:rn • gives any account of the laugl1ter 

whioh al.ways accompanies suacH:isEtful stimulation of 

the tioklieh area.a .. Sully himself i :following a path 

first pointed out ·by Dt'., Le Robinson 11 seems to lmve 

arrived much nee.rar to a true accotmt of' the origin 

of tiokling and the lau.ghtel:' accompanying it~ than 
(3) 

have mo et enquirer1:h 'I'iokling, he says~ is origi ... 

nally a forra of playful combat preparatory to the ser­

ious woz•k of life il ~md the laughter o:f the mock .. com.• 

the other know that he ie only 11 fu.rn1i11g." There is 

an undouhted element of truth in ·[;hi9 theox•y, but it 

(l) Sully: Op.oit,. pp .. l'/8-9 .. 
( 2) . Havelock Ellis: "Studies in the J?Sj[Chology of 
sex. ft ( ]\,A.DaVif3 Coy II 1'11.iladelphia~ 1919} Val" 1V <!; 

Chtll., on "Tioklislmeas~ 11 
· 

f.31 Bully: Op.cite p.,50ff e 
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would appeal." that Sully oredi ts with too great a de .. 

f:;l"tH~ of intelligence, the pre•hu.man allcrns·tore who dev ... 

eloped thia habit of laughing du'.t'ing pleyfu.l combat 11 

which they have pasaed on to us~ ·their hairs, in ins .. 

tinot. He fci.ils to show hO'•V ar1;y· such habit could 

make it i1lain wh¥ laughter f:'lhouli l1Etv\:} 'heen ohosen as 

the play•sign. a..~d not one of a hundred other poasihle 

reactions., 

\:V:hatever flaws there may be in Bully v a aoo ... 

ount of th~ origin of laughter during tieikling, his 

Bt the p:rea~nt atage of evolution would appear to be 

extremely feasiblei but a statement oi' this theory 

m'cy' theory of t1oklislmess nm.fjt meet. 
(l) 

Writers are~ with a few excoptiona, agreed 

tJ:J.at tJ.ier'El ~,s g d1f3tinot met1tal element in tioklishrteaa 

and the laughter evoked by 'G ickling., 

conditions i11nlude. in ~ddi t:ton to a sequence of sen .. 

SE1tions *' a p.j.gh~:t: _ps_zchical faoto:r & no.xnely an e.pperceptive 
. . - (2) 

process or t:'!,saignment o:f meaning to tlie £:Je11sationa." 
i;;;s . m 

"The mental element in ticklil1g is indicated 1w the fact 

( l ) J:Io:ff ding; :for e:n:ampl e EH:we Ii" These phenomena 
(.L7t.'Ughte:r ax.oit;ed by tiak1ir1g) must at onoe be set down 
ae reflex actians4~ Op.cit. p.291. 
( 2) Sully: Op 1t<d:i;., P •5°9 • 
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Darwin is note· .. 

tickling al3 Htn?..l'.lifeatly a reflooc action~" he ad.mi ts 

th.~t ~urn mind must ·be in 8. pleasura1Jl® condition ... (!) 

That this mental element is reo.lly the st1"011gest fa.ct ... 

or in t iokl:tng m.ay be seen by rmyone. who 1:.d.il t~.ke 

the trouble to compare the 'behaviour of a child in a. 

"tioklif:lh mood," "J1hen ev(:ry movement of hie father'~ 

l:k'lnd towards him" re@ulta in penlr~ of' laughte:r~ with 

that ot the l?!a.TilGl child in a. eulk.y or frightened state 

o:r mind,. or when t~okled l;y a too preeumptiou~ stranger, 

lt is a common. thing ~~,leo • to hear people say that they 

are ticklish ~•.only when they lik~ • n that is when they 

give ·thernaelvea up to ·the ftm of j.t111 

On euoh a basis a$ thig., Sully l'ruilt up hi~ 
( ") 

theory: :; tickling; is a kind of good ... ntatured play• 

'Th:i.a explanntion 

is made v.se o:f by Sully t in. :proving his general 11 play ... 

D a.14.idn : 
Su11yt 

"but he makes little or no attempt 

Op.,cit.,, :Po20lo 
Op.cit. PP• 63.4" 



to link the laughter of tickling, on to the laughter 

resulting from purely physiological causes. The two, 

as we shall see, are by no means so different in nature 

as would at first appeare 

The laughter of tickling is, in reality, 

only a repetition o~ a $lightly higher plane of the 

humble form. It results from a sudden realization of 
/ ' 

,,{~;f. 

well-being, hw:_ere one had momentarily half-expected 

bodily hurt. Our explanation has here tak.en a step 

upwards from the physiological sphere to a realm of 

intellect which is; however, still concerned with the 

preservation and enhancing of that bodily ;welfare which 

is the sole ca.use of l~ughter at a lower level. While 

life runs its even course, the pressure of the vital 

energy may not be intenE!e enough to burst the bonds o:f' 

seriousness• but b: after the momentary depression caused 

·by the approach of a superior and apparently antagonistic 

force• H:; rebounds tvi th a new vigor~ i..'11 peals of joyous. 

laughter. Man is a kind of vi'te.l. Jack .. in .. the .. box, 

who does not realize the power of the spring within him 

until a big hand haa pressed him down, and closed the lid 

for' a moment. Laughter at the physiological stagev shows 

a Eltriking resemblance to that accompanying tickling, 

The laughter expressiv.e of the pure joy of physical life 

is seen to a marked-degree. in the convalescent who is 

rapiclly recoverin~: :f:rom the effects of a long illness, 



f20) 

or even in the ohild whose a:ching tooth l:lP....S sudd$nl;.v 

and miraouloualy ceased to trouble him. 

It 19 inte~esting, in this connection, 

to note that atatement made by Dr• Dreil·er to the 

effect that if. the .~..mpulse to e:xpresa either the 

instinct o:r self •elation. or that of self ... ~ubJ action 

'ba 'baulked b;r rw.y external agent 11 the emoti011 CHlr!"eB• 

pqnding to the other of the pair will be set up•(l) 

and to c,_()ltpare with this the oa~e of tickling. where 

a stat,e ·Of depreeoion ,cmused by a temporarily a..ntag• 

onistio and fmperioi"' force, ii:J inuoceeded 11y a period 

of elation when tlw.t fo:rce turns out ·to be utterly 

hamrlea@ 1. and ,indeed• to be rne:t'el.y ;pandering to one•a 

Another 1Jic1elic;lttl thin time f'rom the 

peysiologioal rd.de.• i11 thl:'o'Wn upon thi~ portion of 

our eu'bject by Iwmld necker,t( 2 ) who at·te:mpted to 

e:?tplain tiokling and the laur:l1tor aocompnnying it 1 

of prearJu:re e..nd relea~e that consi; i tut etJ the act 

of tickling '*l'ia.B a$ a ao:neel1uenoe, a rc;f'l.ex otin1 ... 

(l) Dr_.; J. Drover: .uinf.\!tit1ct in .k:nntt~(Oambridge 
Univereit;ir l:'reaa.1921)ti p.192., rr1rn two oal3es are not 
exactly parall.el, . of course, hut I ju et touch upon the 
raatter here in order to open uri tlw way for a fuller 
t11 eatmoot · .. st a ln,ter stage,. 
( 2) rfhooe work• '8The I'hy~iolo(,ry &x1d lisyohologv of 
Laughter and the Comic'1 is 0 v.n:rorturmtcly unproau.ral>le 
in. J::~aw Zeala.riQ.~· Thi$ t:reatl'tlent is :f'rom qttotations given 
by Uoffding l op.o it .~p .,29:L. i and lU.bot :,. The l?syohology 
~f' 'the li.!n.otiona • ., (Walt81" Soot .. ~ Oompa.ny London ) 

p.,3,-6 ... 7. 
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u.lation of the aj,1111.pathatio ne1"1ree t which ohowa ii.aJelt 

in a rlwtlmtia ccm~s-.ot ion of the 1Jl.Ood "lf(m130ls •" ( 1 ) 

of hlood to the brr;i,in • whioh would thua potir the 

whole of ! ta hl.ood 1H2ok to the he0 ... t>t• m.uoh too quiak ... 

lY fc>r the oonstr~.oted arto:i!':t11.:1s . t;o !'eme{\V the de'"' 

of' laughter• 

tends alte:rxiately ·to im1.tetle and to oocelerate the 

fl.Ot1 of. venous blood into th.o ·thora:ir. the favo pro ... 

oontact .. m.ovement· of tiokling, 1qhioll oa:usea ei~ con ... 

tl."aation of the bloocl-ve5~:rnl s ood a 1"ostriotion in 

the supply of blood to the 'bra.in, !'emtlts also in 

t'loiv of blood from the brain., It in only when 

pond very t'.iltHH~ly to our Gxplru1u:~ion on the pa~;rchioal 

side, 8,l't110ugh it is not hei•e suggestE"~d 't;hat the two 

( l.) Hoffding: 
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tlwi"e ma\}r b$ in 1le.~ker•s theory, it erra in ignoring 

&.11 ep:tritttal f'iJlements; bu,t we would onl;y· point out 

that it utiliEiee, on the phyaioloc;ioal eide • the ~~1Jle 

series of events that we have desc:r.ihed on the mental 

plane 9 e, de;preai!'lion in the :feeling o:f 'bodily -well•being" 

followed by a sudden re'hound that r~.tto:rea the organism 

to :Lto norm.al state of healthy :runoticmh~e, oJ:I • to be 

more correct,. to e.mo:menta.;cjr r.:ltate 11on1whett a.11ove the 

nOZ-'lital. 



. Q,WuJTJl;J:t i11. 
~-~---~~~·~Q?;·$ 

Alread.y we have ·01ttn.d.1)red, ®Onewrl£l.t clunud.ly 

perl'l.apl3 9 ovor cont:r.•ovorsial c;rotmd, rn,udf' if we are to 

nave done• we mu at speitd rJ. ahort tim.e in examining 

the track@ 'Jitiioh they ha.ve macle i lo!'?.!t we· should stt:ml• 

the o:aea es1.H;icially p:r$;pn..1~l'.Hl fo:r. oui•oel1tes. 

There ltaV8 h0en. in the history of. thought R 

two main lines of Etnawer to ·t.rie Le.u.ghter • Bphir£X 9 a 

riddle, 'both of wh.J.(ih hav~' nwnlr.e1"'ed amongst thei:t> 

pra~rned by I!ob'bea:. ~the x1"1aoion of laugb.ter is nothing 

else but stitdden glor;v. <-.:>.rising i'J:-om e}OJ:te oud.den ei;;m ... 

with tlte.3 :Ln:firm.itier; of otheJi'm• or ~rith our cnn1 form.., 
(l) 
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:rt ia to th~ Garma.11 

owe the aeaoua.- ·cy:pe of' f:i..l".i.l:!Wer j, ·the Intellectual. 

Theory or •r11eory of Ir.mongrui ty, whioh 11 b:rcmdly 

speaking, aa?Jerta thll:!:. "cha l&tgl:!able ia to be fou.lld 

in the !'aaogni tion ot an :l1•rnt:n21ttUity t)$t"Neen t'lrJO 

objeota or ~ituationa~ 

the faota. 



(2$) 

~nd tU10,ble to :i:-ev<:.~nge the1;,.1aelvet;j •nheu they are 

laughed. at, mo.y b$1 tl"ttlY t.rnJ.led. ridiculous.~(l) 
Ariatotle t\lso evidently iirielinod in thi8 d:lreot ... 

not painful or deat:rtwt~:ve • 

oau.ae of l!)JJ.f;htei .. in "~. eud1J,en ·ocmcH:!ption of eiome 

a'bil:t.tY' in him that l~gheth~ t1 ( 
2 } gained by a 

hie irtfe:rio:r • 

(l) 
(2) 

' I 
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evei~y a::i:*u.de genel?rJ1.l theo~j demttiult:1 i11 

Hob1>os ~rag followed !Jjt Ii.le~der Bain 

fo:t• Y:rhom ttt'.he ooc::.1f::ion o:f~ the Ludicl'oua i~ the 

The pleasure deriv~d :trom deg1 .. ading • he :rei'e:t>s to 

ll'Ji'bher f;he ~aent:lm.011t of l?O'Wer, direct or aympo:hhetio, tt 

:tn ;.i:mothel:' 1)l&.H:~ 1 he mer1tions i;:i.n t)uthurst of laugh ... 

tel~ at~ oonijtituting ~i f:r•equoot acH~ompmir(1ont o:t~ the 

"eJnot ion of l.'.>o'I!er ~ ·~ 
(2) 

1nlin theory of' Hotfbe~1 and :Bain will be 

o J,eg~ how they would go an to apply :J. t to some of 

th.e ~t:t'btle laug11ter of n'it a."'ld huruour •. o:r i~o in_tt.Y1;r of 

hOW('flTe~ t to follo-.1 their tll.e.ory U:tJ • deerrdng the suJ> .. 

j ecit too trivial• r10 dott1'>t • to engnge fo:r• long, the 

eHa1 .. iOU.rt1 attention of :philosopll .. er1S1,(3) 

London, 

( 2) 

( 3) Sine~ the completion of lll.OrJt of' this t.heeiB 0 a 
reoent '\f1o:ek h1:'l,B come to hand which would appev,r, to 
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(.~5) ( G on t irnrnd) 
·t}o:rae ~cf;1H1t ~ to follow out the Theory of' Degrada.tion 

.to it® lagloal Qonolueiona lt ir; Dre :Borii3 $;l(liat 

ii?rhe J?ayohologv of Laughter~ (Jli.lJpletcm and Com ... 

late to i.nflueno0 tl1e writing of th:lr;'$ the~ii;s ~ 'hut 

v. few :N~i~ro·eru::e0 to it will he fou.r.1.d in my later pag@e. 

Dr• S:i.t:lia rlevotern hilnself to th-a e2t'bel:1aion P 1lY rnr~a .. n~ 

of' mvJ'ly exoeller1t e:;rn1.mpl9Ja ar1d mit1or rules~ of his 

oe:nt:r::st1 l'.l~H1i ti cm t ·11hioi1 1G 1H~at exprer-eod. in h.i.s QWn · 

word0; ~W(.1 lat~gh :from strength GY1d we l~ugh at 'Weak..;. 
. ~~~--.,,,....,_----~--~_...--~ 

!JCjfJ t~ 11 
~ 

Ancl again, "''l'her~ ie laughter 

of enj t~J.l'l'll(:mt the m.o:ce the c.1itficul.t 1Jeoomea easy• 

hut ·the mor® the es.sy i~J dif'fiotll t !! ·the more ooca"im1 

ti .. iuntph~ a.nd the Qthet' the reve:g;f'}e, the cleewending 

lc:>,ttc;h.tnr.$ .!c,he lat!.[{ht,e:r:> ovc-;:r th1:3 clofeatorJ?~1 (p.23.) 
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'.rllliORY OF 11\fCOl\f GRUI'.l'Y e 

2, 

Sinoe;i as lma~been said,. moat of th~ 

u;pholdere o:t the Theory of' Incongruity have been 

Ge:rmans • ma..ny o:t the writing~ upon this aspect c;f' 

our subject ~a beyond ou.:r :t"&C!J}h• i'll'rl.oh :f'rn.ct 9 con .. 

side~ing the total inadequacy of th~ majo~ity of 

these theories to explain the plleno11eM• n~ed n.ot 

It is a 

al e;}c.pla.na:tiona t to the ltinglieih type of 'mil'ld• 

oocup:ted aei it now- iti 1.•1ith the irrntinot.5.ve ha.sea o:f 

life, of'te~ appear a1)su.rdly inauffio i¢mt • 

l\:ant ir!l the first great olw.n1pio11 of the 

1'heory o:f Inoongrui ty as i1roviding ar.1 ez.pla:ua.tf on of 

J!'or hitn the eseer1oe of' the comic lies 

in diafH>lved e:iqrnctation, involving ~ome _a.bm:t~dity; 

the laughable consists in .the sudden perception of 

an 1ncox1e,'l."uit;r betrreen the expected nnd. the aotual, 

ti.nda:retandil'1g hy the t1€!.J{pectedu G)Veeything that ~an, 

without jarrin~h find a plev:rn in the"apperoeptive 



ally the ernrne idea in a slightly different wey 11 when 

he aays that .-.the eouroe o:f tho ludicrous ia always 

the parado:::dcal $ and therefore unex.Ji-:ieoted,., aul;,awn.pt­

ion of an Qbj eat under a oone1~tion. t7hioh in other 

;t>espeota ;1.n d;t:fferent from it" and oooo:rdingly the 

phei1011ienon o:r lau.c!:hter nlwa;y•s e:tgnif:te® the eudden 

a.;p;prahen.sion of <il'l incont_trui ty between au.oh a con ... 

oep·tion ru:1rl the l:'eal object though:t under it, thue 

betw<:-3on ·the a11ntrnot nx1d the concrete obj eot of per ... 
t 0 \ 

ce:pt ion ... '*" ..... P Profesnor Lippa g following them~ 

two wri te:r.B 11 1n:efere t however~ a type of the th:eory 

which irnrolve5 wh.at he tarma "internal incongruity,." 

For him, the inoong:rui ty no longer exiBt£=? l)etvrnen 

two separt:J,t c ntr.~'l;ea • se.y t1w concept e, o:r a. oon.o ept 

and a percept• hu.t bc-:rbwee11 1rw·o diatinot and contr~..ry 

elements in the stUne presentation. Uie typioal 

example, oo ably discuaGed by su11y,(3) 1~ that of 

the ohild wearing: hi~ ft:J,tlter • s tall hat; or the 

father we~ing tlYJ little ca.:P of hia son. It is 

in th@ abaurd nature of this urmatural oom1eotion o:f 

the hig e .. nd the little tho:'c the mind fir1dr::J material 

:for lauc;ht er. 

(1) l\ant: °Crit:tque of Aesthetic ~Tu.clgment." tr ·by 
J .c: .M:erecli th, ( O~ford 11 1911) p .199 o 

( 2) Arthv.:r Sohopenlk'1ue:r: ttThe World as Will and. Ide!'.\" 
t:ia..,'by Haldr:u1e .IJ.; J:\emp.(Kt;;)ga;n J?au1,London;;l909) VolelloJ;ie27~ 
(3) Op.cite PP• 9 ~17. 
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All the form.a of this theory~ like moat 

various times,, aan flU.ite justly be met with the 

double critioiem that they exclude, 
time 

at the sru:ie/ that they in ... 

elude much that aould, 1>y no rJtretah of' the iffi. ... 

s.g:l:r1a:td.cm. be considered auoh. As Bain pointa out, 
; 

"!neqt,u:il1ty ot• m~ru1s to end$• difJoord, <.U:.aproportion$ 

:falsehood• are inooi1m:-uou.a hu .. t ncrt 11eoeai-'HU·il:V 

lucliorou.a; an icliot ruling a nation ia highzy 

inoong:ruoue• but not le:u-ghabl.1'.11.~(l) On the other 

hand it ia surely stl'«etohing thia e:mru.1o·~r7.t;ion of 

0moc.H:tgrttity" to mem1inglem3 lengths to make it 

the e$sentia1 quality j,n t:he laughter Of the viotor 

gazing dcrwri. upon his oonquered foe, o:r the merri• 

ment of' a oity Qrowd ~11hert a dignified :policeman 

Were th\3 'l~heory o:f Inoongrui ty a correct 

explanation of the ludicrous ti we should expect 11 

that,, onoe a joke had been heard or a funny r:iitua,t:ion 

laughter in the imlividual J?t'tllraeiving it. There 

ie no lcn1ger a.ny C:JtpEwta.tion to be di~i:Jol1nZ:ld t o:r' 

~iy su-1.den hioongruity to he sJ?ru..r:i.g upon the reH1!3on; 

(l) 



As a matter of fact thi® is 

ephem.er!ll ld.rtdG of l'J'i ti 

to lose its Hhite" atte~ thiS firat time of hearing. 

Tlmt thia ia l>y no me!me a. m1iversal ru.le • hO'iTTeVt::r, ie 

s1:w·v1n by the long a11d hearty lii'e of aome of' the old 

«chestnuts" that have been chuckled over for the 

Some ~1 oke~ depend 

neas with whioh they are oprung upon ua ~ other!J 

ga.in their hold 1.}y the:i.r appeal 1~0 f'iOlll€'. diWep-seated 

prejucU.ce or feeling wi"tl'lin ·the heart of man. 
' 

ature: it :to di:tfioult ~o raise a smile during a 

second re2J.ding of ooaar Wilde' a extremely v1i tty x11ay 

uon the Importance o:f Being rtarr.H3Gt1f I} whilBt no1d-

fourr'r. of l1uhhli11g laughter te the lover of quiet 

Even the most hackneyed wittio:i.ara or ab• 

There i~ quite a oommon type 

of so .. oalled. huruouriet who will 1 with gr0at glee~ re ... 

count his el ender otock CJf thrlf:H) or four pet j okea ·to 



every aoquaint~moe of ruilway tr~in or dining table• 

e.nd wiil f'i.nd rmoh oncaeions to G;.f"fo~d him a 1mttom .. 

les~ w·ell o:f laughter,. 

aien.t l"'ebuttal of any theory ·thn"c would find the 

e~ 8enoe of tho la.ttchahle in ~my eudden oono0ption o:r 

an. unexpeoted incone'!'Uity. 

It is l1y no mea.r1:13 inpertinent to aak 

Lippa and the Intellectual School Wl\V th.e percrnption 

of ~m irwongruit;r r1hould reault in· the pa:rt:toular 

physicml reaation whioh we call laughter. tr.by 

The Inteltectur-11.ista 

e::1~pla.in the comic hy reference to the in.con{..TuoUG p 

lnlt they show no nece21Bary oo'ru1ection betwecm tltlEJ 

and th~ comic r.:.$ defined by ua in ti::Jrms of laughter. 

An will later be sean ;che 'i'heo:r•y of IncHn1grui ty ie 

here t"al"' inferioJ;> to oe1·te;in develo:Pumr1ts of' the 

for him 



legal puniehnent or F.Jooial ostraciom .. 

henome mechonioal and a.utom.atic. Ueoesmary r1s 

thi e prooo!i3o of ha.hi t~for--illatimi :i.113 at the lcrwer 

lenrela or aoti011tl ~;hen it hegint:J to o:reep into 

the performance of more impo:t"tant aota it becomes 

a di~tinct memtoe to aoeiety,, '.Pha.t oooiety m.au 
flourish it is egsent1al ·that i ta membe:rs should 

1H:i oonsta11tly adt11,ptir1g them!:le!v-eSJ to their environ"' 

ment tmd their eriv:Lrcmmeut.' ~o thenrne1vea, tu1~ any 

tandenoy towards me.rely mechanical re~;;,~·[;ions is at 

f<::ml t ia not grave enoitgh ·to call dtrf~7J:1 upon iteelf 

the law of the Bt ate, <::iJ. 'though ,in on,('H3FJ w11Eire · the 

retiul ts e..t>e rH~riou.e t the :i.ndi1tidua1 ITt:-'\Y" incur a 

chsi.rge of 11 aulpable neg'.tigenaats. If either does 

aeciety feel·o~lled upou to boyc~tt ~man tor mere 

absentniinded.near.-:i; bui; so:me correotion :mu.rrt be app ... 

l ied.80 sor,dety ln.ughs. 

The ultimate oaurrn of lw.ghter is 

· thue aeen to lie the perception of ~:i. woertain mech• 

anieal rigidity, just where one noulcl eJY;iecrt to :find 

the 111ide ... !rnt-t.ke adapta.bili ty- 9 0.ncl the l:l v:i.ng pliable• 
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That ia laughable 

w11ioh tend~ to travel off at a tang(mt whilst ~ociet;r 

is whirling in a c ire le., ao that 8.rHH.mtm.1ndedr1er~c 

noticing a. stone in hiG path, stumbles rmd :falls. 

The :i,:HJ.esers .. liy 1.mr®t into roars of la:u.ghter~ lvhicli 

is really the expression of soi:detyt s oriticiam at 

the conduct of' one of its mernbers who ia so lo®t to 

the world e.,fj to f8.il to notice the obstacle in h.is 

l&.U&5h'.teI' i a., wi·thout cJ:ception /1 a moral influence, 

for H; is conformity to the cuf:ltom.e of the aCHJial. 

group jlratha:r than to the tenets of morality,. that 

ever, that the general. ir1fluc.urne o.'f: lr1.ughter is good 

rnther than l1ml. 

Tll$.a account of lattghter will ap1Jear 

very o?HL ... ciided and inoomplet e unl,ee s we m.en·t ion tluJ 

. tht"EH~ conditions insi~toc.1 by Be:rgscn.1 ~~;t the beginning 
( 2) 

of hie hook. 

(a) "The Comic doeei not~ exi5t outrd.d.e the pule of' 

(1) Be:r~gaon: Op.cit" p.10,. 

(2) Ihidt pp$ 3 ~ 7~ 



obj ecto • it :1 a only l>eoau.se we have tletetd;ed in them 

we may langh at the turn:tp ... and~oandle r;hont of the 

~mall bey. 

(b) Absenoe of' t"eel!ng ia e~~enticil to the Comic" 

for 1 t~~ e,ppeal is to pttre intel.ligencH~, 

( o) La:ughter is alway0 laughter ~.n a group in which 

no ru1e outed.de the group can joine 

Since various points ·1n our q~orrel with 

Bergoon • ~ th{:Jtn~y will appear th.:roughout the C':lQUrse 

of this theeia. ,a ve.r•y brief oI•itioi!'.3m will he'.re 

1 t is only by .dint ,Qi n:n:i.oh. flqueezir1g and diat~ortion 

that i ta ·author con :fit into 1 t ~-\11 t.he :faotm · .. 1hich 
.,1.4 

he h.a.s set ~ut tci e:zplain. 

the higheot realm~ o.f the Comic• He finds. for 

' 
lH:s.sed upon the t~Ge prtHH:tH3eEl cf repeti tion 11 b1 ... 

version. &i.nd :t~eoiprocal iuteri'el."enc® of ~e:rie~~ and 

having, 1:1y dint of' mu.oh stretohir1g- :f:!:tted ®Xfll..mples 

of wit,. or what he oalls ~the Comic in \.'Jorde 0 ,. under 



proved his main theeia as fa.r a~ -i::1it it:J oanoer.ned• 

although, 1;y this time the reader has lo rJt all 

touch with the meohanioal rigidity from ·CThieh he 

atarted.~ 

Oon.unemcing from an explicit · atatament 

of hie main theory he 1Jegins to tkppl.y it to wider and 

ever wider oirole!'3,. eaoh time dropping a little of 

its m€mnir1g" 'l.mtil• when ·we cit lo.at reach the outer 

con:f'inea o:f' the Comic e we are at r.t lon o to find. on 

our paok=horr:rn. ·any o:f' the 1'.Hlgga,go \-Tith whioh we 

ea hopefully r::itartod out41i 

Another 1rwtance of this gradual move­

ment from. the orir;inally me:::i,.nine;ful to the a.lmoF.:it 

mes.ninglees ia to he oeen in J3ere~on' e attempt to 

found adult• ra appreoiat1011 of the Comic upon the 

ohilcl's laucl1t.E-'ll' n:t the antics of etwh toyt:.l aa the 

surely bortlering upon the ludiorou~ to try to proV'$ 

·C;ha:'c the f:1cew~ in ttDon ciu:t:i~6te'1, where 11 'the mule ... 

clt'i ver ntrikeo Sancho, who hel.1:J.hot:n:'r.l lie~r:ttormes 11 

upon whom the :i.nkeei:rnr f 8,1 ls eto,. ~ I\ gains it a comic 

element from nn implicit compa:ricon w:t th childhood, i a 

memory of' the evor .. g:rowing a:riowhnll ·r.1hich we bavB 

all la1:Jou.re<l to huilet~ Yet it io 'by estr:J..hli01hing 

S'(10h a COrll'H.':lction U1:r~~t :Sergnon nt tempt~ ·cc1 tranaf'er 
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the rigid and mechanical nature of the snowball to 

"' / the farcical melee b1 the attic. 

Even in those cases in which Bergaon 

applies his touchstone of mechanism more direstly; 

it is by no means sure that other and contrary 

theories would not supply an equally satisfactory 

explanation• In dealing with the Comic element 

in bed.ily deformities,, which is most commonly espied 

and expressed by children and the lower races of 

men~ he m.aintains that laughte1~ here arises f::t•om 

the pe~oeption that the hump or the equint might well 

have been acquired by some mechanical habit of hold· 
(l) 

ing the norm.al "body in a wrong :poai ti on• Thus 

society laughs that its membe~s may beware of dev• 

eloping hurnpbacke or aquinte. 

out a theory to prove, who had aeen a group of' .. 
school children mocking the mentally- o:r bodily- d~ .... 

formed butt of the neighbcmr·hood • would realize t~e 

futility of crushing such a case into any brilli~t 

new hypothesis, when the exit:itent Theory of Deg.rad .. · 

ation offers a far more feasible explanation to any­

one who does not shun the old as.such. 

This cri ticd.sm. bears even more strongly 

upon Be,rgson ts explana.tion of our laughter at the 

peculiar d:rese of another age or country: orCl..inarily • 



htq hol de , a mrn1 •a o lot hoe ore t r1ken aa a pa.rt of 

hi~ living moving body• but. a~ s~on ea h~ appea:t>e 

ti yellow ... atoolcinged attd Ol'OSS•gartE~l"ed!' 0 t4e :perCH!.dVe 

hia real eelf, e:md we laugh because that ':r1J:rl.eh v-1as 

livine; ie now der~. (l) To me thiE3 oertr:d.nly 

se£m:it:i to be the r:iame ouparior lal.\ghter as that 

vtb.ioh the :e1-.i_tiah aailO»' la11elled .at the Frenol1111en 

who called a aa'blmga · • ohou' (shoe) ~when he lcnew 

tmplains th~ lau~l1ter cei .. U$~d by- the ~$lapstiokt1 

a.ntic0 of a clown ttmtbling and leaping in the oir• 

We would oe:rta.inly pref er to 

lean :tn the .other diretltion ._ .:md find ~ome theory 

i)aa ed. upon hie e:.rcceoaive li. veli:ness, ~,.ncl 'th.e very 

whose technique ccm.eiated in the exact reversal 

hu1rum qualities to a pieoc of' mech.9 . .nimn.r- " A man 

whoge J~ord car or "Tin Lizziefl h~:i,d been titolen A ' ' ~ 
~~~--~--~p-~~-~-~~PQP~~~-~~¢--·~---~-~~~~~---=-----~~--p 
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i11~ertetl.i11 the o.gony colv.xa:n o:f' l'l daily newapapex>. 

the appeu.1, '4L:im~ieg come hort1.el All 115 forgiven .. " 

Bergson might,, of nou.r::>e 1 reply tlw;b the oomic ele• 

ment here lieo in. the ;implied mechanization of th~ 

u0trn.1 type of adve:rtieem.ent apy.etlt'ing in this col• 

un1n, lmt thia 1e cmrely a very roundabout way when 

:far $im1~lex• ex.7;lru1at:tona ali'e poaeible11 

lectge o:f Dr. Freud's general psyohological th<~ory, 

cotfld make a fairly S.?'),fe {~tief:lla <J,ei to the principle~ 

laid dcn'li:1 in h;La treatieJe on ifTit • hut he rai.ght not 

evolves a very com.plioated wit .. technique which he 

show~ to be Ve!';y: largely the eania oo that. l?Ut forward 

indirect representation. Aa an exrunple of the f irat 



( /f.O) 

RotlWoltild o.s saying '*x:totrmohild trea:ti'.:d mei just 

like rin equ&.l@ quite :r~~millionaiI"e in friot D ~ a..nd 

it is ve1•y notiaea'ble tha;t hie whole treatment o:t 

01Hming oha;pte1"s on eli;pa of .·the tongue ~1 hi~ 

'4It1t1•qducin;;cy .Le\U!otu:t'E.H1 on Psyohoa:naly$ie • tl 

The te~hti.ique of wit h..'1-Ving 'been ehovm 

to be to a large extr;nt identi<ml \"lith. that of 

d:reama and c:r;;eryda;v sli;pa and m.i stakes; it is quite 

easy to go ¢1'1 to 8how ·that i tr1 funotion ne.s much 

ency whiah would othel"l!d.ae :r·emain UJ'lgratifieid• th~ 

disoha.x•eo of psychic fJtJ(Y/tg71 which would othe:t<'?:i~e 

l'em.air1 de.mmed Ul?. 

iunt ig laugh:~er ti wh.icJ:i. ·thif:i :r>ep:teeentfj ~the r:rtidiic 

cnerg:r utiliv~cl in the inhibition "' ....... now sndden ... 
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(l) 

~ht!;!_nJ.le!3f3~ wit ~nd ttt1e:ndei10Jrtt wit if'l on€1 that will 
of 

:prove/great ul'.le t10 Uf:i in the tr(;.atm~11t of our suh., 

·~1aott e.lthou.e;h we oannot. 8.g:!'.'oe: ·with ru.m D,$ :rege..rd~ 
(2) 

the eonnotat :tons he 8"tv·er:1. ·to t.hef'.l~ terms. , · 

Hc.U'n1lssn wit .he dB'fines aa wit for :tts ovn1 eiake~wit 

e:n.ay wit$ on the othiar hai."'.! q ~is wit which r)rovides 

an ou.tlet for some tendem~y or urge v1hose n .. ormal 

types of auoh wit : • 

Oo:rresponding to the distinction between 

(1) F,,,..eud: Op.cit. P.• 229. 

(2~ Op.oit. p~l28 • 137• 
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,f,. 

pleto1oure~~ and "rem.o'\rr:1.:t :pleo.ou:re" which terma 

represent the pleasure rxriaing :from the above two 

types of wit ree1)eotive1y
1 
(l) In h.armleae wit p 

the fore .. pl.ea.au.roe is the only p1easure& and· re ... 

presents, like the ple~oure of te11denoy 'Hit, an 

In ae:rious 

ab![!Wditier::i. r:1Xld ·to ensure tb.at t'.!'11~ ·true m.eEming 

of r::. wo!"d. or sentenne 8b.all 1)e the rH>le 1?@&0on 

ie n,voided, and the mind heginf1 to Jll£\V with 
I 

~ro:rd0 a.n.<l phra.sea reg~4ul.esr.:l of ·eheir t:t"Ue log'-.e· 

tencler.i.oy-wit• thia :plearn.tr·e u.rHl i~;lllf:hte11 t:ixiair:tg 

.f:i:·om the mere teohnique ot: th£~ -r1i tt~~eimu are e,lao 
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:for o. nhort tj.x11e allowed exprEH3l'!Jion" 

"~emo'V'al ... Dlea.auzie" o:f' tendency tsri t « 

'.l'h.ia ie the 

Fl'.>eud•a -rather :rau1bling dit.wusedon of 

'<Nit is 1.1 ;perlu'l.ps i ·1)est aun1mecl up 1n hi a owm words t in 

which he reviewn the h!rrtory of' its development 111 

"lt (wit ) begins as play in order 

to the jest 91.' joke ip. 
;· 

order to hold to thefila eouroe&!J 

0£ pleasure, :'J,lld :b1 brder to 1rn L"l,blo to gain new 

Pl.eaeu:I:'<:; fl'.' om the 1!be~"f.~t1.ot1 (jf th~ abfi'lurd. In 

ifies th.em ag1;'iin1Jt the iru};iugnmont 6:f th~ cl"iti~al 

jutlgt.11ent, vrher.el)y it m..~ea uae of the J?r1"'1.oiple of 

the 

enter(J 1.11to the gre!it Ei'truggling supp:r•essed tendencies 

in 01..,der to remov-e inner inhild;~ione h1 accordai1ce 

it con1ba.ts in turn1' ........ "' The plea.su1"e v.rhich it 
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t:r-ad~.ot tho ne.tu;re of ;plea.t,u1~e. ni"l.d p:t'oVe!l itself 

;produotive al~a in other fielde.•; (l) 

the psycholo&.1. of v.rit., ha aclde a final che,:pte1• on 

the Comic, which terrn, however, he m.cc1.ke~ no a:ttem:pt 

to define. treating it s ttnet ~ .. mes 8.-0 a. genue und·er 

which 1~wi t~* ia a epoo ies, and some.rtime~ as a aognate 

~h!';J pleasure derived 

vendi tu.re. 

ing any man in r;;, contio attitude t. i::iituation or c,ction • 

we unoon F-ioiously oompa.1"e t.he mrwunt ·oi~ energy he ia 

ed conversation. gee,ticu.la.tei;;; 811.d rn1ita hi.a actim1s 

to his 'lr?O:rds in a vm~r tho;t; we rigl1tly- coniJ :tdel'.' ludi ... 



( 45') 

we irrntinot i -ttely 

of 

eompli,nated uot • it fo1 lowa that -:,ve have a surpluitt 

o:f' innerve;U.o:n ... et.tergy when we: cti.saa.l"d the m.otor-i(lea 

ene:i:'gy· neede~l f o:r the ~H~ J, "'' 'i )." r» .. " i.J v- ~<;.'.> up Q'{'.> .L ,'.'1Jl idou. of a 

sin1pl.e uction and tl1e.;G invo1:ved in the idea of a. 

is were• it is dccla:Ped trupe'.t·:fluoue .::-~1d ati:i,ni:lr:; f:r-ee 

for :f.l.trther tttrn or :fo:r d:tncharge throuc~h 1aug1:1i11g. t~ ( 1 ) 
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Humour 113. explained by Freud in a some ... 

virE&t r:d.rr2ilar Yn'l.y e except that nm~ the Ci•'JOn.011w is 
(l) 

one of e:>~pend:t tH.re in :f'eel~.n.g. A hmnol.UJO'lla 

Bj1·m:pa:thy or some other feeling 11 hut, thla demand 

never 'being i:r1ade ri the aurplus :t·aeling .. ene:rgy di~ .. 

great complexity of hia tneory to mpend mor.::i time 

upon li'rf:iud than hia ooi:rtrfbuti'ons to· our suh.i ect 

the orthodox i:isycholoror is liltely to prove most un ... 

We shall not , therefore• touch upon 

The direct 
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V/'hy it Should exprees itself as laughter 

A criticism 

closely c011nected ·with th.ia might be levelled at his 

derivation O:f th~ ;pleatJure 'a . .nd lr.M(,ghte:r of wit front 

the energy no lone;e:r needed to rep:rieo s the impuJJHas 

'*Wlw ahould this enere.v isaue in pleasure and laughte:r'? 

presen·ta • whether rritional. 0 HlOrr:il or sooiult have been 

foiled should iat2me in painful ?";;1-ther than Joyful 

011e 1 s somehow reminded of .Sohopenh.au ~:t· t e 

oard.-playinc with their esoaped :i;.n:•iaon·er • when one 

reada of the suz>:plu.o {_,~e:rgy o:!' the fotl ed "endopeJyohic 

cHmgor" :fin.cling ex;v:re1EH~;ion in ex:tre.mel.y pl ease.nt 

laughtero 

~'he orthodo:K pe~r0l1ologiet might find a 

dozen reacona f.or q,u.ar:.relling with Freud an the cru.eot ... 
' j '. ' ; . '~. ' " 

<lif:ferexwe 'between the eneri;7 needed i"Ol: the setting 

up ot the idea o:f a smalle:i: action un.d ·c11!a.t' trned up 
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in forming the idea. of a somewhat larger act.. In 

the first :plaoe~ on Freucl'i?.1 ovm. $ht;1Ning~ t~1e t\vo 

ideas must 1:>e :formed in rmy ease in order to be 

compared with .one anot,her 11 ~o that ·there cnr1 he no 

economy of' ex1je:nditure from the inhfbition of the 

suoh an economy :were po~ei1)le 11 the arnov.nt of enE.n.•i;.:r 

saved would be far too emall to aooount for the 

huge ~-olum.e of laug.hter that mqr burot from an n.udienoe 

at i:i, del ight:f'ul pieoe of subtle :foolery on the l:!lto.ge,. 

diff E'.:rence between the 

ueed :111 forming a motor idea of the customary swing 

of my walking ... atick and tht<.t needed for imagining 

the ridiculous twirl of Charlie Chaplin •a cane 

ahou.ld result in the conVttlSiYe l~ghter with which 

I, :fb:·at reacted upon tha lat tel" mruly years ago. 

Vie oe.nnot agree with Freud again when 

he as •1erts that in hUD10ur 11 the appeal to feeling ie 

merely illusory.. Much hmnour gains 1.te lasting 

hold upon ua only because of its 1.ncorpo:rating with ... 

in i teelf clement a of sym1)a.tby D tender emot :ton or 

other otrong feeling• The :reaction. of the truly 

purcha~e of the groBB of green GJH3rJtac1es ie by no 
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meana the coldly rational thing th.::;.t Freud .would 

have us believe. Freud' a own exm11ples, depending 

e.e they all do on eome absurd anti ... olimax car1 
' 

soa.roely he adn1i tted to be cases o:t true humour 

ut all. 

5',. Graig's Theory. 

Th.e moet recently published work upon 

our subject is Greig•a "The Payohology of Laughter 
(1) 

and Comedy 0 
0 and~ ar:i the wri:tc~ dr:J.ves "Freu.dian ... 

imn 1~ to it c utmost limits in search o £' a theory of 

laughter, a short discussion of' the pr inc ipl es 0011 ... 

tained might not 'he out of place h.ere. Greig 

reciuoea the whole of the phenomen.a of laughter to 

defineEi: but it would appear that he intende us 

to interpret it in something of the vlide sense of 

His theory might best he briefly 

of the instinct love., The la.ugh~ -,7hich in a 

development of the smilep ocnure when the i~mooth 

ruffled and then oalmed again• or~ in othe.1'.' wo:rdr,, p 

( l )J· 0 y .~l' .Greig: t~The I'sJ;i cholo&Y ot' Laughter and CCJomedy. 11 

(Allen & nnwin 0 London, 1923,,) 



when behtwiour within which love is one r.Jtr@run~ 
' 

from the oheok or interruptior1,. The laugh i~ 

that has become momentarily eurplua, tlll"ough the 

weakening or disappearance of the oheta..ola to 

·meet which this enerccr ·wa.OI mobilized :tn tha fir~t 
( l) 

in s·i;ance. u 

~1 at firGt gle.noa th.e sin1ple formula .... ,, ., ., ~ " .. does 

varieties of' laughter t•7iould seern ·to require very 

and~ even a.f·ta.r reading thie 

V'e"ry spacial pleacling 9 one i$ more impressed with 

i'ta cleverness tlk'1Jl its cogency; fore in trying 

wr•i ·ter woe:fully diatorte both laughter and love. 

An example of thi a is fou11d in his expl1~11ation of 

11he laughter of' chilrlren ~vt a l:'IJ.nch .and J'udy ahow, ( 2 ) 

He acc(nJ.nts for, the 'burst of laughter that irnr:::.ria.hly 

follcrwe the toseing of the 'bul,y out into the crowd 

(l ) Op., o it 0 p " 70 ., 

(2) Op.,o:i.t., pp 112-115 .. 
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who is following the cou:rse of the dram.a closely 

19 in eome measure in love with Judy'a bal>Y• 

When I-1mah l""Uthleeely toas·aa it a\way t eaoh child 

reoovere at onoe ax1 :r~.{.11lecting that the poor 'baby 

4 - l -~ 11 .<t't ~ "' l " ( l ) 't) 11 I ~ e on :y a uO . ttl. er d.L , .i; eriiH:m.a y • .. 

~hould be much n1o:re inclined to place this on o.. par 

with 'the unholy a:r.td seorot delight vri th whioh a claas 

of ehildret1 will see one of ita rnooil:H:ire strapped. 

na:ta.tl:'e, :but i·~ would certainly appear more satisfy ... 

ing." :M~~h ot the la.u.ghter nt a I'U.nah and J'udy show~ 

Greig explainr5 by making l?tmoh a phr.'lllic": aynfbol Ii with 

attool!ed to him& 

of erotic symbolism ocou:rs in hie explan&,tion of the 

laughable element in an incident in Furetiere•a 

'1Le Roman Bourgeoie" 9 where a clurnt1y lover; in hie 

nervous confusione knocks dovm a m!rl"Or in the hotHH~ 

of hi a beloved .. 

:i.e the sy111Jol of JJarcieniara~ so th~it ita :fall (to 

the minds cf rn1 au.di A'·:·"" ' ~1oultl repreeent a sudden 

The darn. 
\, 

(1) Ibid . p .. 113• 
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<>ntt and la:ughter resul ta. ( l) 

the aupreme ex~npl~ of the twieiting of faota to 

fit ~!, :ready~nade C'!...li,d olev~rly .. conoeived theory-. 

Q,u.ite u.neonnr.d.oual.y Graig d.ri:tts ~ by e. 

thEHa•ie.$ incon~t!Jt er.:.t 1;.ri th his Oim l\ nnd so e:xplaina 

phenomena. whioh (tOttl.d not otherv1ise come under the 

a del"iv~ti ve of l.oveu • ( 2 ) so tlk'lt • if we aan :reduee 

a la~gh to lmtredfi we have there1'>y shown it to ~pring 

mainder (and the renidual phenornene. v1ould appear tt'1 

form the major portion of those tmder diem:i.r:H:Jion) .he 

is odm.pelled tQ appeal to naroissiam or r'lelf ..,love; 

nor does he peroeive that in his treatment he p:ractio• 

th1:1 inGti11,~,:t of sel~¢11~sierticme1 thus red.un:h1g most of 

h:ls on.sen o:f 1.augh.ter~ ae tr1e shall E!ee :tater~ to 

(1) Op,.oit .. lh 125'~ 

(2) !bid: P• 174. 



"cha 02.me into whf:i:cever r.:onte:s:t "'"'rn fit the~ l<"'tV.gh : 

we feel 11elH~tle<1.~(l) Hobl'.>e~ hn.d s-1tn1•0e!'H:11.1 etx: ... 

th.erei'ore ~; tlw,t ma1 tnJ\:1a hei11ffu.nly to lie lr~ugh.etl 

at 01" de:1.~:1.dG1J, i that :ts tZoiu.vtphad O're:r:. fJ 
(2) . 

(l) op.cit~ P~ 108e 

( 2) Hob1Je9: ·nHlJir1an JSfature"' tt !h 46., 



up into itself E~. nun1be:r of primithre tandencie11111"{l) 

Th() cloaa relatio11~hip whic:h he Bhowe 

to exist between laughter a.n.d play iet µe::eh.apfY, 

hia moot valuable n,nd original oontri'bu.t.ion to cur 

d.ravm from hi~ work, it ~a certainly a ~ple;r•theo:ry." 

Working upwm."'c.ls from the laughter of chilfl.ren at 

pll'Ji1, which, he .takes to be the typionl example of 

predomirn1nt ir.1. mont laughter right u:p to tlw witty, 

whioh corrnit-)ts. in (1. plr;).d.ng wi·th vrnrds r111d ideas. 

Re is fa~ too oautioue 

Bn\1 tlu'lt ~'lhen we pln:v cmd when we l.t3..Ugh our mood is 

au.'b~tar1tia1ly the ~Janwt 11 ( 
2 ) qu~i.U.fy:tng even this 

(1) op.cit. p.153. 

( 2) :£11icl: p ~· 149 lt 



the gayer ldnd1 that vffl.ioh is 1m"ified :f'ron1 all tinge 

of eerioueneeo.~ (1) 

It wil 1 be :r.em.e .. m'be:red from our ti-eat• 

ment of Dergeon that Sully is not alone in making 

ohildish ple.y the ba~ia of laughter. 

the form.er ae eay:tng~ "It (wit) b£:;gin~ a,$ pley in 

erder to obtain plaaau.re from the free uee of ":1ords 

1"J1.d tlWUf~l~ta., ~ ( 2 ) but he ru.a.kes no se:i;ious attempt 

to Q~,rry thiB ple.y prino:i.ple tl1.rotig}1out hia treat• 

merit of wit, much l.eei~ to apply it to the ooruio and 

The value of Sully'a aooount is greatly 

dir3ac;n1nted h;v the f 1:int tl.'¥1'b: fH)whe:re il'l thie book does 

i teelf' ~ so that hie v».1ol,e theory· tends to l1eaome an 

Greig 

1.n thia contte3tion seya ~ ~Thei"e are t~fto· mai..l'l difficultiee 
• 

g:ive to the term 'Pl~~ t , the second ie that what ... 

ever psJt.ClhQ:logica.l meaning we filDJ.F even tu.ally agree to 

(1) Op,oit. p~l52• 

(2) Bergaon; Op.cit, p.211. 



give this te:r.m~ 1-;lny ap}1ea:rp, to uover ia m1iah. wiQ.er 

field tho.xi :te.ughte:r..," ( 1 ) 

Without : going cl,f;\Hl't.:PlY into the various 

If the pla~ of children 

ie a di ech~n'ge of ~v..rplusi ne:r-v-ttaa energy we oan, from 

ou.r c1iacv.ali:lion of th© phy'Edoloc;y of laughter 1 under-

that 1,;:u.ghter norm.ally aoc:o:mpanies what 31J.l1y te:rme 

tlpure"pJ.ay, that ia. play whiah does not expreea a:11y 

other tendency thtm that towa.rd.B i te own production .. 

Whatev·er ideal pil".rtu.rea "eJe m~ ;paint 

;f'Q~ ouraelvas c1:f happy children laue;hing at their 

pl.a,y, it ie an undoubted fa.at i~ha:t the loudest :tauGh"" 

bree.king o:f. a window 1w s:Jome ui1fortu11ate child, or by 

the f ailu.:re o±~ t:1 tea,oh.er to kiok the i"ootb.si.11 aa far -as eon tll.~ 12 jTeo..r old captain of the schO(>l 2£1!• 
riiuoh of thif3 la:u.ghter~ of course,. aan he aooounted 

(l) Greig: Op.cit. PP• 67 ~ 68. 
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from the improved condi t:ton. of the organism finds 

~preesion in the laughter $0 olm.raoterietio of a 

by the .. pure" laughter e:g:preosive of ":pure» pla.;r, 

we oa.n agree •11ith him toot the two a.re of.ten :fr.nmd 

together: 

nor are we juotified in term:i.ng thia a 1~play•attitude" 
' 

and baaing upon it oux· treatment of the intellectual 

f orlllf3 of' laughter. 

is not accompanied by laughter; 

Olined, on the · eoritra:ry • to tei...ke tnuch of their pla\r 

in deadly earnest e nursing their dolls with the 

grtwi ty of ma:'Grona, n.rt.d playing· at nu:.1.rhles with the 

9et feattu:•ee of finano:tera gf'J!Jl1ling on t:Change, 

whilst the oax-:touene$s with which the averf;!,ge adul.t 

be 'urg~d that there ~lre olemeirbs of f.Wmpetition P 

tha adult which are not pret.'lent in the- plqv o:? 



obil.dren~ but~ a eareful eXa.tt1inaticm of the latter 

will ahow that suah el&ments are very oi"ten implicitly 

implied in e:nrcn tho ~:ti~plest form ot child.rent} u play .. 

aooompe.nieu. 'by laueh:ter, it remains only ·!;,o dem.o.nstrate 

and !>lay"' !n. thin com1oct ion it j,i;i 011.l~l neoo!!Jnary 

to in.ant ion mwh aJr:t~:-e!n.e types aa ·the bitter., the 

the ahild. 

n I also will J,n.ugh nt your o ala.mi ty; I will mock 

Wh£~1 you.:r ft;i&~'r cometh\ 6t ( 
1 ) 

Our historical 8kotch would not be 

complete wi.thottt :mention of tl1e 1"ee<f:inti attempt hy 

:frtrur JJ;astman to dem.m-'H.rtrn:f.® hu.rnour IJ,£i a pz-ima.:ry ini:d:;ine{~) 

(1) 13ook f)f Prove:rhei• l. 26. 
( 2) M~..x 1'~aatma:n. ~ !'I The 8er.w o of Hun1our ~ ~1 (Charles 

Scri1mo:rts c-1onst> New York 1, 1922~) 
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"The Se:nee of humcm.r ;' he i:rn .. ye • ilia a prima:r"".f in ~rtinat 

of our natul'e funotioning originEi.11.;y only in the 

:tve nature of l'Jlw,t our mind~~ in their purest con• 

teniplB,tion can info!rm 'V.I:! • ·that pleam.u~e rotld pain r:ire • 

ex.cyept fq;i? the incidental purpose of :vreae:eving u.a; 

(1) l"faid 1 :P• 226 .. 7., 

(2) l'tlid ~ I>~ 21e 

(3) lbid.11 P~ 2~2 ~ 



ii' it lme not been apecifioalJy a.rouGJed.~ may at 

least he c.ssUliled to }JS.Ve a general exif:Jtence in 

the hearta ct those who laugh." (l) 

( 60) 

V!hilet Pa.Ying tribute to the maeterly 

etyle ~) .. nd suggestive treatment of the writer~ one 

oannot lm.t agree with Greig, when ha aayl!Jei "He 

appears to ma to have followed too truetf'ully the 

lead:h1g .... .,.. the mialeading o.e I believe it to be on 

only too me.ny oooaeione ...... of Pro:feseor William 

MoDougall .. 11 (
2 ) . This ia e.xemplified in hia use 

of N~cruga.ll •a two tHsts :f.'or pr:hnary emotions ae 

the standard by whioh to prove hi a theory ae to the 

:fundaJ.n.ental nature of the inst inot o:r hv1110ul'. 

?1!CDougall would cl.ase as primary al 1 emotions that 

(a) are clearly displaye(l in the instinctive aotiv.,. 

i tie~ Qf the higher animals, w:1d ( h) "appear 111 

human heinga with morbidly e:rt:aggeratec.l intensity,, 11 (3) 

De..:rwin ia practioe?,lly the only soientifio wx-itei"' who 

has recorded any !tjJJtGtem~tic obse:rva1;iona Of lrclUghter 

in the hi.ghor animals e r:i.nd his language on the i'.'.3tth .. 

j eot iB designedly guarded. and vague$ ( 4 ) and hir:J 

( 1) Ibidil P• o<h 

(2) Greigp Op.cit" P•27'1· ]'ootnotet 
( 3) . MeDougall: "Social Psychology« Pit. 49-
( 4) Darwin: "Expression of .the Et11o·tiona.,u pp., 132 ... ;)',. 
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aonalui:d..ont11 are certainly not suoh as to warrant 

the postulating of a n~1 instinct of humour. 

E'VEl'.J.1 if we admit, llQwever, that the in crtirrot of 

we cannot ·~~,, lt1ai3tman to aaswne t11at 1ffr:l'Jt:>uga.ll'a 

criteria o;f primary instincts aJ;1d eu1otiorrn lm.ve 

gona unclt.~llenged in ":.he eoi~ntifi¢! vm:rld11 Both 
(l) (2) . 

ShE.nd and Draver he,tre dem~n.1*t~atad their in=· 

~t~:f,'£"otei1ey t:',,nd }la,ve formulated. far more stringent 
:' ' 

.teats., whioh Eastman would find. it difficult or 

'*inotinot 0 of ~r. 

I do not' -~ in tmY way to appeiU' to 

d.ieoount the value of Ma.x East:msn' e: a.ont~ibutifl'ns 

to our subjeot;. and, indeed., as will later ~1ppe~~ll 

I shall myself endeavour to :recluoe laughter to ::ill 

instinotive ba~ist but ~.t wou.ld not appear to 

ba at a11~ neueseary to posi;ulate a aep,n,r,~te and. 

cli~inot primary instinct of humour fo:r tha.t pur• 

pose. 
4 t t t t "' . 'i . & '.&1· t ( 5 ) J,.m;por nu · eg or. a pr:.tmr1ry em01' on or ;1..n.e t; no .·" 

( l) Ale:ic Shand; HTh.e ]'OU!ldations of Character c.n .. 
(1!it:talllilla.'1.~ Loudon" 1920 .. ) u;ivet; four teots:pp~219 ... 20. 
(2) Dr• D:revert ••Instinct i..vi 11ia.n~ · g:t1r~~ five testa. 
com.prising B.aDouga11 t t:l 'Cv!O .. and three Geleated. from 
Shand: p., 173• 
( ,3) Eastmon apperu?e to apply the term "hUiilcmr'._ t0c 
l~oth the inatinct and its corresponding entotion. 
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components;" 

t1'0Uld pla.ae humour i.YJ. this category 11 the great number 

o:f theoriea which attempt to reduce :i. t to aimpler 

thie respeat. Thie fact will, at all events~ prove 

th.at thfll wf;;lenae of h'mnou2:' 0 eannot eta..11d 011 exactly the 

same footing EM3 the :Pl."1mary emotion of anger• which 

nien have alw~s been oc:>ntent to reoog;niae as or1e of 

the ir:reduoi'ble element~ of the hu.nta?Lntind~ 

J~Iany attempts have ·oec:Jn ma.de, both explio~ 

itly and implioitiy, to weld two or more of these 

theories into one. By an im.plici t attEmPt we mean· 

a tendency in this direct ion ~hown 'tiy the running into 

belong to f;i-~p~rate and distinct theories., Such an 

intplici t attempt at fusil1g the Theoriea of Degradation 

and Irwonr,rv.ity is found in Hazlitt~a definition of 

between the ob,j (;JC'h and OU!' expecta;tiol'.18 ~ heightened 

, l1y eome def'orm.i ty 01"' in con vsnienoe. ·bhat i6 1w its 

1'.iEdJ:1g contrary to what is cus'tomo.r/ or deeirable..,ti(l) 
- - ~ • - m - - ~ - - p M ~ - ~ • ~ ~ @ • - ~ ~ •• - - • ~ 
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f'orred from t,Ten:h t11in~ ho s1un1l ...... only -c'fb.en tllera 

~ .... '@1-~t "'"'" "•'-'11 "'Aoct.,..-u-1~,.r-··· ~ 1,..,...,... ... , ... .,,.u.\·1-w.ft (1.) 
... /..> V';Jl.<:t >'I''), l<C->"'°''"" (;._, <..l.<e>UIJ(jl .u,.t, .1.g .i._,;~...,VUf.'.:>~• "'"'" IJ.y ft 

to the technique he has areeted to Did him in thie 

Dy maldng the whole of the 

Could. not the· 

(2) 
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perception of ~igidity where there should be the 
~< 

flexil1ili ty ot 'lU'e is only one of the grounds upon 

whioh one man realizes the inferiority of another? 

I am inclined to think that the lat.tar eubeum:ption 

is, in every Wf.:l~Y t preferable to Ber(;1:10n •i;h 

The chief &.tt ('};m.pte i:tt eynt.hes:i.13 have 

been directed. towe.rdB the 1'.'heories o:t Degradation 

and Inoop,v;ru.:J:ty 11 aa i:)eing the t110 chief· alaesiaal 

Su1J.y 11 o..tter a abort 

or ~u1:.H3tm1ption fi ex.premJe$ the opinion that "the 

attampt to s .. nalyse our' percetJtions of the la.ughable 

in the hope of dis66W'~~tn.g aom.a aingle uniting 
. ',-

pr•ir1ci:ple has proved to be abo1•tive.,n(l) Ri1:mt 

also :ta of the opinion that t•the error liea in 

It ha.a very 

no further /YI:• at l Oa!'llt ~ their u.:ni tj.>· hatl not 

( ?\ 
hitherto been di3eovered. tt """ 1 ·11 L&ughter trum:ifaete 

ph,VGioal senew.tions, joy* nQ:ntraet,, snryr:rise ~oddity. 

atrr.:mgene~eti basEmenr3 0 ate.,. ..,..,; th:::t.t the l"ecltHl.:d.on liit' 

... ... 4? ... ... ""' 
( 1) Sully. 
(2) Hi.bot" 

"" 
.,, . .... ... "" 
Op.cit. 

Op .. oit., 

n l "'(j .i:~ I) .)~) 

lh.351i. 



all the oatu~es to a eingle one is ver,y problematic. 6 ( 
1 ) 

Deapi te such pronouncements aa theoe & herw ... 

aver 0 the search for a single principle capable o:f' 

e:Kplaining 1aUf~1ter will still go on~ !t ia a 

rest content ~rith two or mo:re altematiire causes 

explan.atory ot any one phenomena, andr u.nlee a a new 

and all•embraoing principle ia die~~v~~®d~ it will 

alwaye be attempting to reconcile the two siuea of 

difficulty oi' 

· of Deg:raclation and Incongruity ariaea from the fact 

that they are not strietly correlative theories. 

taking upt aa they do, entirely.different attitudes 

toward.a the phenomena they are to explain., The 

former :ts essentially subj ect:i.ve • the latter far 

lea11 trjO in ite outlool..:,, that is 9 for the Degradation 

Theory the laugha1)1e r:1'canda in o.. much more vital 

relation to the laugl-J.eX" tlk'U'l it do as fo:r the Theory 

of lncongruity~ which often tende to dissociate the 

the peraon appreciating it. 'J?he claasical in~tanoe 
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1ttdi~rous, ttthe anmeing look of the angle :ro:rrn.ed 

by the 111eeti:ng of the tal1gent and the CJurve of 

the aire'ls .. ~ This fits in. with his thecn.7. ~mdp 

therefore for Schopenhauer, it mu~ be eomiealt! 

dee1li t e t-l1e f'act that no mai1 has eVier ls;.t,ghed at: 

it• and no }Jk'1l'l" proba1>ly. ever ~till. Although 

they seldom rise to sueh f;lu\1JJ.me heights vf absurd• 

ity a.a this, th~ adl:i.erents of' this theory -0:tten 

tend to ignore the react ion of the individual u1;<H1 

their inEita.ncEH3 of 8JJsurd il1eongrnitieet1 and :fail 

tha:t 'Yh.at wov..lcl raise a roar of lau.ghter on some 

occasior1 is at other timea. in the aw1e corn:panyg. 

met with a stony silence'll or even with t{;}ars. 

In ao fo,r as 'they aepara.te tli.e 1.a.uglb"1.1Jle from the 

laugher they reduce incongruity :from the position 

of 8nl1 cxplvnato:ry theory t-0 that of' a mere tecb.n.i qua 

o:r the comie .. 

s,tion Theory 11 on the other hand\tc there it'J no danger 

of d:I.i:;sociating the ,oomi-0 from the peretnl enjoy!ne; 

it; such u 1Separ<)l,tion SJ'H,,lls ru.in for his theory ti­

which :ts interested not so m1,;.oh in le.nghti::rt• as il1 

the lau.ghc.z1r lauehi:ng.. O .. Llo;1d It~ergan puts this 

distinction between the two theories :rr:.:i.ther nei .. tly" 



~nut a good dea.1 depends upon whether the laugher 

is rega.rded as a relatively detached and disintereat-

of the incongruous imrolve.B the a.~sumption of the 

f crmer attitude; Ho bhes t ti s:m.d.clen glory• f1howa 

an etnphasia on the la.tter.u(l) 

T3ut what bearing ha..€J this diaeusa1cm. 

ur>on Olll" other a.l!i to t11a ~3rntliesis o:f these two 

theories? It ia evident that th~ cannot be 

Thia obj eotion ~ of tHRU':'Se f 

hut tliere 

(°1) C.,Ll..oyd Morgan: Article on •1,aughter' in the 

HJTincy·clops,edia.of Religion aud J~thi6r3 .. ft Vol .. 7 p.803 .. 
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theory there aan be no real separation of the laugh ... 

a'ble from the laugher t the fo~ner allowa $ ae wa have 

Thia of' $,taelf would suggest that tha relationehip 

expreaaed by the Degradation Theory is a muab 0loser 

one than that contained in the rival theory 11 an.d that, 

if any modification ia to be made, it muot be in the 

latter, sinae any radical ohange in tl1e former would 

rea1;l t in the complete destruction of the rela;tionahip 

of the lau.gher to the inferior ohj eot. '£he direction 

of thiltl r,1od;f.:fication 1.ve have already had pointed out 

to us by Schopenhauer and othere: continue the pro-

cees of diseoaiating the laugher from the incongru.ou~ 

situaticm ~tmtil incongruity 0 from being a theory of 

causes 11 becomes a mere teemi.que of. the oor.aJ.c • one of 

the many means 'by which the condo writer attaina the 

end of' showing hii:1 rea.de:ra their ovm f:'Jt..tIH~riority., 

In putting fonrn.rd this auggeetion :for 

the subaum.ption of ll'l1.lOl1gru.i ty- by Diugredatiol'l we are 

i!lware that we MV.s i~nored many phi+oeophioal die ... 

aueeions.bearing upon the principles involved, an~ 

cm.ly make the e:r..euae that it is nothinG more than a 



suggeat!on• a~d that there appeare n~ ~th~r way of 

avoiding an irreoonoilable due.l.1~m. 

CHA.PTJi~R 1ll. 

CONDITIOl\lS OJl cm:i:Io AND STATEWmfl' OF TIUSORY fl 

OONDITIOH3 OF THE cmuc. 

Having spent a oonsideral>le time 

in exam.irw.tion and critioi~m of' the main theories 

o:f the Oom.iot; we are now :faced with the far more 

difficult task c>f tormulating ~ome batter explan ... 

existent theory that it ehall a.void many of the 

errors we have noted. Bafcn·e commencing upon 

thi rn rather formidable port 1on of our subject 0 

however 11 it might be as well to ttmke a. preliminary 

study o:r one of the prE:'.l ... oondi ticrna of tlle comic 

strongly strercised r)y Bergson a:nd otherr:i ~ rw.m.ely 
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dit5tur1:>i..'l'lg ef:tect m11,oea it fell$ so to e1ay 11 on the 

ourfaoe of a. noul tlw,t is thorcug1ily calm r:md m.'1 ... 

rui"fled.., :Indifferm1c0 i~ its na·cural enviror.m1e11t i 

( 1) 
for l.aur).1ter hna rto greater foe thmi emotion.,_" · 

and ol~J e<it$ that or::.11 fortn, cmr laughter only 

baortuse we oonaiatent.ly refuse to allow our emotioti.8 

them; 

:tn a joke which one writer has g:i.ve:n ae G'.. test of 

the Aenr:ie of humour .... .,,... A '\te:r:-y b~1a. ... 11eaded moo 

The undert:El.ke:r ia in the room 

laying out the body, when the wife of the decea~ed 

ur thot~ght 
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slip while the r-el:;i,tiono are viait.;ing hira; ®O 

I 11rougb.t eom.e glu.e :for you to !?!tick it cm YdtlU ~ 

~Gh, ·thei;t; i a all right• mum.,~ . replies the m.rm ~ 

It ia extr•emely i.vite!'ezting to [';tud.y 

the reaotiona of varimxs people u;pon tlm ~eaounting, · 

Soma, perceiving only the 

iuaic:eottill nature of the thing fro.m. the ptU'ely in.tell-.. 

ectUE:.l point of viewt hurst into roo.:ra of laughter i 

w:thh nt:h.(:)J:.'S the half•fo:r-Uled laugh is suddenly str2"ngled 

subject t- or by the 1Ji:rth of pi tt ,fell" th.Et poor w9ni2,,.n z 

others again unhesitatinq,ly declare it coarse a.nd 

Vulgar, and fffail to see anything f1m!cy" in it .. -" 

:Personally ~I reaogniee that it is gruesome and CH)B.rfle, 

I :reali11e the,,t the menta,l state of the y;oman would 

accompan;rin g emotion\\ and coldl.y ~ cal.loualy • hEJ:rd.,, 

hear·t;edly" I laugh. 

be seen during ·~he reo:ittal of' a 11lasphemou.s o:r 

Ot)scene story to a cro1'1d of rrtexl. or even to a single 

o:t> am.ongst different surrow1dings. On eonie occasions 
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religious or moral feeling~ are aroused, 81ld the 

joke falla flatP or is met with anger and indignationi 

at other timea these ~eelinge are alrnent ~ and the 

erun.e ':itory ie vrelcomed 9 entjoyed., m1d gloated overo 

Upon an examination o:f (ruoh inetanoee 

aa this Bergson and othera have baeed the generQl~ 

ization that the aln:Hmoe of feeling ia an essential 

precondition of. laughter ar1d the oomic; and most 

poyo_holocie.ts appear to have let the e.l'.lsertion e;o 

unbh.a.llenged, altl1.0ugh suoh a treatment as X!'reud•sl' 

it.:i the only writer z1ho., to my kl1ot1ledgep has ex..­

pl!Qitly contradicted Eergaon here, a.Yld his treat .. 

ment occupies but a few lineg. 

iGnal1le v:rhether the totr;~l exclueimi of' emotion 

(by which zrn nm.et understand that which is in 

affective Wltitheaia to the laughing mood} ia 

t.i.nd the ser:i.outi owing :i. ta tim1)re to overtones of 

aometltlne akin to pity 9 then,, 90 i'P.J." as humour ia 

an i11[.p."'edient of e ai.11.edy ~ emotion ie j)l'E%:1e11t. u 
(l) 

excfmtion - ' 
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to the generalization laid down~ and it is difficult 

to see how it could have escaped the notice of Berg-

son and his followers. George Meredith, clinching 

the point with one of hie delightfully apt literary 

refer enc es ,se,ys • 11 Heart and mind laugh out at Don 

~uixote, and still you bro?d on him •••• •¢~ The 

stroke of the great humourist ia world··wide with 

lights of Tragedy in his laughter. 0 (l) 

It is not only in humour 1 however 1 that 

we find elements of feeling. In the ca.ee of laugh .. 

t er at an obscene st~ry it is not right to as sort, 

because the feeling that, at ta.ch.es to th. e idea of 

morality is for the moment banished, that all feeling 

must therefore be absent. As Freud has been at 

great pains to show in his treatment of oh~cene wit, 

the feeling accompanying the sexual impulse is all 

too powerfully present. Again• in all the forma 

of 1.au.ghter. that we designate oontemptu?us • cynical 0 

bitter, sy.inpathe~io etc. 11 Ji:;he emotional element is· 

so pronounced G:i1at it has given its name to the part .. 

icular type. 

So far from excluding all feeling from 

the Qlmio p we might, with much truth; say tha,t there 

~ - - - - - - - - . - ~ - - - - . - - . ~ - ~ ~ ~ . - -
( 1) George Meredith; "An Essay on Comedy a" 
(Constable & Coy.P London, 1918) p.83 .. 
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are certain f'eelings which are conducive to the pro­

duction of laughter. and which help ua towards a real• 

' ization of the laughable. Certain it is that when 

a. man says he is "in the mood for a 1)it of fun" he 

does not mean that• having banished all f eeiing from 

his .soul~. he ie in a coldly intellectual state, into 

which joy~ elation, contempt or pity cannot enter,, 

The phrase denotes the presenr.=~ o:f feelings conducive 

to laughter as well aa the i~11se11oe of those opposed 

to the s:piri t of fun. To ·the mau "in the mood for 

a bit. of fun•• almost anyt;hing may 11e provacative of 

peal.a of laughter •. whilst all the oomic writers from 

AristoJ)hanea to Herbert Jenk:tne oould not man'~ge to 

raise a smile from the same man "in the blues." 

If then it be tw·ue that what may provoke 

us 1)oth to laughter to ... day may, to .. morrow • rouee pity· 

iu niyeelf and indignation in my neighbour t what mea,n .. i 

ing e01.n we give to such terms as ~the comic"~· f1the 

iaughable 1
i f, the 1'.ttl,u.d.ricous" • which :i.t will b~ remem• 

bered we defined a5 "any obj eat• idea0 person or 

event~ that• 1JY some appeal• however fa.int 9 to the 

.int·.e.LLect ~ provokes or tends to p1•ovoke laughte1~ or 

a smile., G:t•eig notes the relativity of laughter 

when he sa,ya 
1 

11Uothi:ng is laughal1le in its elf b the 



laughable borrows ita apeoia1 quality from eome 

peI'.'son or e:,>Toup Gf persons who happen to laugh 

at it 11 t:i.nd.. unlea e you h,11'.\pen also to k.r1oi."1 a 

good deal about the person or group of persune 

you cannot hy an.y mea.na gu.ara.ntee the la:ugh:ter 
(l) 

1Jef'ore!ia.nd. ~ What sene:e is the1 .. e then in 

speaking of a Ucornioal atoryti or a 111a:ugha.ble 

aitua:tion" if lauglttel' is ao dependent upon the 

individual mind, its eonatitution and :i;ba m0odf3~? 

Uuat· 1 say that itthe laugltal1,1eri ia :ror me cvt any 

at that ra~ment? Such a purely tranaient ocm:not ... 

ation is evidentJ..y :lntposeible, although it is true 

that every man :fe inclined to give the term a rm.b ... 

je@td.Ye,t meaning, or1d oondemn other mens• eense of 

ht1mour as orude" or ohallow ~ or over ... eu1Jtla.. The· 

terms ttludiorgus 11 rnd He omia n,. and to a lef.1ser ex ... 

tent, the term. "1ll?ivUgl1a.ble 0 rep!"t:Hsent aomething ct 

a norm or standard: 

ula~ clar:H:3 or sooiety ia tr.w..t which ·the average 

individual in that class :hi a normal rnoc.Hl ;would, in 

the absetwe of' cot:i.n tc~r1:1,oting oa.uJiiel'.?: 11 oom1t imff'iaient 
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THEORY O.F LAUGHTER.. , 

In our earlier discuaeione we discovered 

\ ... '•,. 

physiological le:11r;ht er' and the laughter of tickling~ 

an element which appeared to be the a6eential con• 

13t:i:buent in l>crth these forrt1s of laughter ,and which 

we called ~the I:ealization o:r w'ell .bemg, bodily or 

sudden 11 of the bodily furietioninge; itl tickling it 

io the result of the removal of e, momentary fear. 

It ie our plan then to examine 'the various forme 

·which the laughable mrq take• and aee if' we can find 

thia eleme11t not o:n:ty D:t."efrnnt in~ but also the a.bgolute 

they could not rertain their ooruio character 11 In 

order to do this we 11ha.ll take{! one 1lY oue t the mo et 

important grou.pa of obj eattJ at which mex1 usually 

loi;t~gh• etartirJ.g from the simplest ~:nd working up to 

the more oomplex ~ in ox·tler to :find ou.t if the reactj,on 
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., 

ox- mind* a freedom from reot~it~tn tha,t h~~ve jtrnt 

Thia condition is cloaely &kin to 

the emot!one..l state of' 11 joy"., but ths two are not 

identical& it io, ind.e~(l~ th~ ttl?assion that h".1th 

no n·~neet • which Hobbes termed. ~sudden glory"~ 1 ) 

pe:t't:on or :tnterel°'it poege1:5o:l.:n0; dign:i.tir 1,n circum"" 
(3) 

for the ~peotacle o~ 

- .. -. ~·- -. ~ -.. ~ - - - ~ - -- ~ ~ -- .. - - . 
(1) n:o'b'bee: "lmman H:::i.tu.re'1 e p.46. 
(2) Bti:H.n:. l1J:~~ental encl10:n:ral. Soience", p.257. 
( ) I i Al ..,.1 ~ 3 b \,II: p@: ;J=') it-
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a degradation 61 unless aucompan:ted 1>y tl :feeling 

of ~sud.den glory~ P cannot evoke laughter(; We 

do no·t; der:iy th ... q,t it ie generally eo Mcompa.nied g 

but vie wquld only poin.t out t1Y..:t.t the ~tressing of 

the wrong element in the theory haa brought upon 

it much urtdesez>ved critioisni. 

li:ven were th.air statement of their 

theo:r•y more oo:rreet 1 there would f::ltill be a g,reat · 

need to enlexge rm.a mtpplem.ent the treatrnent of' 

Holibee and Dain; 

attempt to work out t() ita logical conclusion; 

a1nd its application to particul8.t' in.stancee is 

a,l11t<JS'~ ~ure to bring out the need for itnportant 

modificatione and conditions. Thir:i then. i a our 

El:Jt:cuee :fo:t reeurrecrtin g a theory v1hich man.y Yr.titers· 

have. after e. r3uperficial examination, long ag;o 

con~igned ·to an honourable grave" 

The f i:rst nooesaity in taking u.p 'chi a 

old theocy at the lJOint at '\.'1hioh 1 t vm13 t:iropped. "b;y 

l!ob'hen a.i'ld Bain is to couch it in tho lang1xage of 

modern psychology;. and. in doing 1:10 ~ it is inevi t ... 

€i<.lJle ·that we Ghould !) to stmie extent, alt~c:r i t0 

eoope c;,L1.d m.enn.ing hy the appliaat ion of ;;-1 pl'.l.:rameology 
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"We m.ur~t take in to aooount • a.a l;ei"ore t the ex ... 

hila:t·ating ohri1"'actei"' of the ';pof3i ti ve' Belf .. 

!eel.i.'1.g itself'"· ·.rhich~ atin.ttlating the :t~uP,tilae, 

&evel.op~ ttena:tcn1t 1,:,r out ... wt:c•ipp1ng ·the pCH'.i8ihilities 

Go it ia alwaye in ·the intoxioatic:m. of' 

joy, the •t er1sio11 t in ·the e:a:trern.e oaae beil'lg reliev ... 

ed by an en1atim1a1 * etol"'".int • usually wha:t we call 

by the oppo~ite ki:r1d of' emotional t storm.t •'weeping•, 

ei:td aomet:U11ea l>Y a mixture or ;1ltern.ation of the 
(1) . 

tW(h1tt It ;lg l'lOticeali·lt: tl"~it r,IcDougall.~a deg ... 

oription of ·the typical si ttw:bion. by which the 

instinct of eelf'.,.B.rrna:rtioti is e::imi tec-1, h.aa a very 

elose prl.J:"allel in Hol'.Jl)ea • dftfixd .. tio.n of the laugh ... 
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supel:'ior v 1; (. l j 

ttTha paBsion of laughter is nothing else but sudden 

conception of some eminency in ou.rsa+~es, by com~ 

pa:risori with the :b.irornli ties of e-therll:I, or with our 

own. fo1"filerly.fi(g) 

We have some authority then for ident:t:ry~ 

i.ng the ~sudde1'l glor;vu of' Hobbes, the ~paseion that 

hath no nan1ef'l, oi' which laughter in the outward ex.,. 

stood. hy modern payoh.ologiete: e,t1© •• without entering 

into the diamrnsion between JJra. D:rave:r. and l'JoDou.gall~ 

ae to the exoo.t :r:elation~hi11 ilet·.,reen the emotion. and 

· the iii et:tnct 41 vihioh. 9 :tn the case of self ... as eertion 

and aalf'""'e.baee-.ment pi?Jeem.s to me very doubtful, \-1e may 

0a\}r that laughter flo1!fa from the g!"at.i.fiontion of the 

ernphaaized lJ.Y Dre :rxrevert e atate.rae11t ·&hat i*"Llhe tend· 

enaiea (of Bel:t d1Hp1ay ccrrnl i:Jelf ... t:iba8lement ). are partly 

opposite i'eelingall •negati-1tet rrrith ~JJ09itivet and 

fpoe:ltive' with tneg1:1.ti1rnt., ( 3) 

( 1) WillS.am I.!cDou~all~ "i3ocia1 11syoholo&Y~ (1£ethvei1f 
Londcrn ... 1921id P•t>4@-

( 2) Hobbes; unuman Nature« i J? .46. 
(;5) Dr .. :wever: Op,,cit. p .. 191 ... 
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<J.Y.t~(~ 1vI--,,.-¥,n..· ".,·.;.~ 7t._,.,.,,.,~1 t'.31i: .... eJ i'~ C"1 ~·m"" ' ~ ·'· ,. .. ,,... ' .\""'"""""'"4' t:> II ' .... , «"'L "" 

aehieve ·{;his end wo fJh2U.l~c-1.a vrc:.:.n .:prc:1riousl;y mm1t~ioned, 

it will cerely be a 

f:l.rsiJ glance 11 it appears very rnn::si.1-1 or even entirely 

: .. 
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OHAl'TER l V 41 

OCC.AS!OMS O]' 

( l) LAUGJIT1iill CF VICTOR• 
~---~~---

laughter from our point of view is of' a -'cy:pe that 

ie found iti a marked form in the lower stages of 

development both of the indi"V"idual. a.n,d the race t 

the wild laugh o t the victor over the body of his 

literatu:re of old myth and legend 0 axH1 ~r he seen r 

in cm e form or other~ in marw of the :paaf!agas of 

the Old Testament. 

king of competitive pla3: 

laughs his defit.:J'.lce to the inhole world.I! and ~che "marl')le 



:i.e seldom that the IJUOCEHH3f"ul. football team does not 

oome off. ·the field with broad. smiles grotesquely 
-plc.yers' 

wreathing theo/muddy f'ecee,, "Good te.1:1teff alone 

forb1d13 th.era the throa:ty- bel 1.cw e:t" the Wal,.rior with 

aithough 

intelleotur ... lly f the laugh.tar may be little, 

i~ it that the ~i{mu.tions that uH-11 it fo:rth can 

1'.HYfiIGAl" DJ.:1.ttUJ.-/JiJ:TI:GS., 
"'° l""'FT'q, I* ... z: 



The ctlu.msy 

ef'farte of the crii:Jpled Vulean 11 in compru:>iscm. 

with the daintiness of Ganym.ede• nppear to have 

provoked g:t"eat mirth in tlte e..rrnem'bled dei tiem. 

Bergson's attempt to :teduoe this t;roe o:f' laughter 

to ~oeiety'a oriticisn of an undue rigidity we 

As the upho1~dero of the ~.'heoey of 

eo:mpari~on :6houlcl rerm.lt in laughter.' 8 unless the 

""" ' ; ,, ~ "lJ! ' d '1 t 1~~ '), • - "' , ~.n.or-x1e~i.? Jz :!:' J.Ct;e .m · .u(;;l '31J.me m1:u1.nor as .rumr:5eu ; 

i~or 11 :L11 rueh 1 .. t car;,e tt there C[W:'! he rw j.o.eo. of super ... 



commonly found in savages• ohild1~en ,and the lower 

types of civilized adultsp although all of us are 

liable to short periods of emotional anaesthesia 
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in which certain malformations o:f the human form 

appear comic.· Esp.ecially is this so when we know 

that the deformity is a mere disguise put on to 

make us laugh; almost any man will laugh at a 

circus clown with a huge red nose, or a student on 

Capping Day, masquerading as a hideous old toothless 

hag• although such laughter must involve some :refer .. 

ence, explicit or implicit, to men and women actually 

so afflicted. Charlie Chaplin•s feet, and the 

horrible leering squint of one other motion-picture 

actor would appear to. provide material for laughter 

for thousands of quite normal kindly folk. The 

brutal element in laughter at bodily defo:rinitiea is 

very thinly disguised, and a very slight development 

of sympathy or social feeling tends to prevent its 

habitual indulgence. 

3 o I\IBNTAL DEFORMITIES ,. 

There is another type of natural afflictione 

howeverg to wh:tch civilized Christian communities do 

not extend the measure of protection that they give 
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to bodily deformities 9 even cultured men and women 

often seeing no harm in mirth at the expense of the 

mentally deficient. as the circulation of 'Gkee in 

which these unfortunates figure will clearly testify. 

The baiting of the village idiot is a n ever ... :r: a.~ling 

fount af laughter, a..~d any mention of the local 

lunatic asylum, on the stage or in the drawing room, 

will seldom fail to evoke merriment from the hearers,. 

This laughter is especially directed aga:inst the 

91 harmleas idiot" type 1 upon whose face there lingers 

an everlasting smirk of self~eatiafaction. The 

absurd nature of his pride, and his silly smile tend 

to disarm our pity; e{ld we laugh the louder because 

of his satisfaction with the world in general. 0 and 

himself in particular. As with bodily deformities~ 

a reaiization of the pitiableness of their condition 

will. tend to oheok our laughter at these poor creat.,, 

ures • although it must be supposed that the sense of' 

our own superiority lingers on. To the casual 

reader; Don Q;t.fixote is a laughable maniac who tiltg 

at w:lndmillat and rhapodizea over the coarse red 

hands of milkmaids; for another ,reading with a 

gleam of sympathy, he i.s the.champion of all ideals, 

struggling against a tawdry world of grim realitiee 9 



one at whose extJta.vaganoos we m.ay smile, hut whom 

v1e aometi.mee envy for his childlike :fa;ith ir1 the 

For the ahild~ 11ho h!n1sel.f lives 

there ia noth:Lng e,t which 0110 m~ even emil~.q Don 

Q,u.ixote is no longer ~·int~lleotual inferiorfl but 

Miohael, the ohi1d 

hero of Compton MP...oke:nzie•s •1siniater 8tl'eetn; ~read 

the tale 13E?Jrioua1y t and tho'ught it the aadclest tale 

e-ver mown." 

.. ( 

4., 1'lAIVJ~1'E A1ID LACK OF l'CNOi7LrtlDGE e 

It is not neoeesar;v ,ot course~ that thaee 

at whose mentality we laugh 0hotU.d };$ aJJ~olute sul, .. 

1mt littie room here' for pity, so that our laughter 

ie pi'*aotioa.lly tl!.l'l<lheeked hy emotional barriera,, often 

mental qtm.lity mo crt often calling forth this type o'f 
.. I 

laughter ie 17h~t v1e term naivetev Ol" v.r.wonecicru.e in'"" 
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unveroed in the hound$ society puts upon the divulging 

o:f.' oon:fid.enceo f! or in the artless prattle o:f' a ohild , 

who 1 all w.1kl'10wil1g~ reveals to viai tors one of the 

In the words a.nd 

laugh.tax- is refined anc?- purif'ied hy the large admixtm:-e 

.of sympathy o.nd "tend.er e.mot;ton.n with the more elem.ental 

with them. far more o:ften than we might in1agine i f1l'ld • 

disguised \01.i~ it may be by o·ther fw1tcri:J~ the essential 
.. / . 

oompcment o.f our 18.Ughte:r.- at the nai.vet;e of ohild?"en, 

is the emotion of' elation t ap:ringL11g from the g~at:t ... 

Freud, 

in a.nothe:t• cormeatdon 11 gi vee a mo t;it delightful l3t()ry 11 . 

a aliglr'aly vo,ried 'lfer1d,on of which might v1ell !lltu;tra.te 

"'""'~"' A i:m1.t.~ll bo.;r of' nine ftl.'ld hia aieter, two year~ hi~ 

senior 0 118,~e written a play$ which they are producing 

. for the Mtttsement of an as1.H.m1bly of unclel!l v.....ncl atmtr::i 

The first ao't depicto a young 



The sailor 1~ 

returning, and, after man.y eml)raoea • pours out on 

te the tal1le a shower of gold .and je71els~ with the 

1,vordSJ, nLookt ro;v· dear• what I have $t'.!..I"ned 'luring 

veals a bed with eight do1ls, repreaenting child• 

The pea.le 0£ le.ue.hter that greeted thitPA 

olim&Jl arose .from a recognition of the children' B 

utter igno:re ... n<Je of th~ conditions that regulate 

of children 11 it would I' with the pf's~.i.hle except:Lo:u 

of ona or two nophisticatcd youne per.ao~s$ have been 

fully S.PI;il'EH,a1.ted by ,ail ar:i t.he tonching rh"Wla. it 

hut 11e a.dulta make it the ocoaw.iion 

Of an e:r-r.preasion of otu: own F.rupe:d.or knowledge., 

although the oru.c>.e elemerttal natu.:r.e of our laughter 

is tampered by our lo1te fC>r !'1...nd. a;vn1pa:tey with the 

nalve l~ittle authors. 

As in moat casea 
.. I 

Qf the n.aivete of 
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laughter. .t·t is e,lnost lAfrely a :t"ealization Qi' 

superior .k:l1o·wledge on our oYm par·t that makes us 

laugl1 at euoh blund.et"S on the pm"t of' child:r~en as 

·t11e dafinitior1 of the Vatican as He,t1 empty apaae 

There is a saying that 

her$ 1r1ould lJe .tn its easenoc 11 a veiled atta.ok 

ution 'Remian Catholicism or the La1H)U1' Party i amd 

a'.l.thougl10 with some11 ·thim e1am.<.;iJ:1t might b\:1} present~ 

it ciaa 'be :t"ega.rded only as aeoondaey in any l'.1ut 

a fov1 fe.r.tatias • BeQaU.m~ ot the1:t> vet:y limited 

expe:t>ie.nc~ • ahildi-en al"e 1mr!'ed from 111Qet ot the 

laught~r ot superior lo.iowladga i and even the you.th , 

•whex1 1.1'.lQ;,:rt i'0l"Val'ltly dGolarir1g his right to the ft'ee 

speech a.nd·opi:nicm of o.11.L"1depender1t mr~hood, is 

often 1rritatod by the ~oomr.1rel1ensihle ~wait .. till 

;vou-ru.'.'e""!lly-o..ga" smile of t..~rey ~"aardch 

A partioul.a.rly w1uaing fo:rm which the 

com.i<:: of i11fo:rioz• .knoii1ledga o:.t~ mental power rru.i;v 

taka in t.h.at which Sully has termecl tiinsistenoe 

upon the 01.nrious. ~ 
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coID:a® of the aonve:rBaticn#' and who lage 1Jehb1d• heavily 

11ela.1wu:ru1g a :poin,t \1hich everyone else l~ lQng ginoe 

tH'll'.H.teioits ~ to turn f.rox11 thai~ bat·t.le of vii ts for a 

moment&. and expe-l'ienoe ·the thrill of elation that 

oomee from watching a.pother tilting at windmille on 

Shakea11e@,z>e in.trodu0:es intQ the final act ot '* A 

Midaummer ... nights Drewntt • ·:rhen, fo:r. ev.mple • the. r~ton 

apologeticalljr introduoes himself to the assembled 

' HYou ladies, you "J1h.ose gentle· hef',,t>te clo fE-)a,r 

'.i.1he smallest monetroum mou:iHJ tfi2',t creepe on floor~ 

Iv:c1y now perchance beth quake anct tremble here 11 

\Vllen lict1 :rou.e;h in mildest :t"&.ge· doth roe.r; 

A lion fel1. l\ nor elae no lion' g deJ11: 

Pnr if I should i as lion come in f3tri:fe 

In-to thi e plooe, t tvrn:r.e pity on rny li f'ell" 

ia identical with the.t wh~oh malms the nohoo11Hiy smile 

on hia :rirrvt. i:ntro1luction to the nw.thern.atic:tan i a l~bour ... 

ed a.ttmn.pt to prove th.at l + l really does equal 2. 
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ordblP~f no:n....mathanatioal person gr~et~ i.n e:x:e.otly 

the sa:.ri.e wa.y Einl'3t0i11ts proof t.hn.t it doeantt. 

'f''ilten the audience 

tJ~otor~ is ri'lll»Poaei(l.ly ignorant, they love to sit 

lx~1..e1k in 1:.hetr ~eat~ anrl ohv.okle ·ovl'lr their moment• 

al"jr nnperiori ty t as ·the 'hef<.lOlfid. one 8.cte a.ntl f:l:Oea.1.m 

a oha:raoter ~ ignorant of certain 

facts 11 or c1eli1Hn~a.tel~r fool.ad into a. ludicrous mis ... 

conception,;, l'trt.D.{:$ ~~renely ~.nto a dileJ:i11Tu::1. of who9e 



~n Puck*' aoo1rlental.ly 1 or o:r malicious i11te:i:1t & pl~f!J 

11ie il.np~sh px-ank0 upon 1,oyers, Merfb.ru1itrn" rmd Fai17 

the :f.'U.'111 -allies ot tlle vmggir:llt m~d;rona t and laugh with 

thar.!1 (rva1~ the mir:lfortunes of the fr::~t lmigl1t. 

JJnlv·oJ.iO 11 yellOW••9t\;lflkinged and G'l'OSS~g2.:rtm~ed rl'.H.~l.k\'.illl 

a n1)lendid 'but·b. for. 8t,;lf •ar1sG:r1:;.iv~ lfl..A.tgh:te:r o:f' a. l'lOYH~ 

~- ...,._. "a =+~..,.~-~--.-.~...,.....-------,.>r'""'"'-t1o1-.-.,..·1 ·-~ 

Clos@l:9' aoaneoted, wi th 11 . and often ariaL'1.g 

ou:!; ©f li~ak of knowledge those hU.1':!.d..!"ed and one mtno:r . 
inisfor>tw1ef:j ~:?.lld d:i.Zfieul:tiea ,:t:re)ra '!!Tli:t.icth we $Ge Qthers 

agaln 'Ghe co:m.ia 01;ectaclc nr.n.r::it n.ot •1 !J(3 of SU.Oh a 

ohara.oter t~~:J ·ho d.I"OUBD '"' g:re~1t de r::z- i::'.io of t:ly-lnpat hy in ""' 
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piti:ful in miefortunea lj.as depend.a J.arg~ly upon. 

the mental constitution ox· the individual. 1:1e well 

tears in the comio situation that w1ll aonvulee 

the ooa.ri::H~:r types with le..ughter~ 

It is po~rni'hla. under peculiar oircwn ... 

at the nEIVe of the death of' a. ·1rery QlsJ;~e common 

f'riend, whose cel'iotis i.1.i1et1ti ;they lutd ju At l)ean 

dii?-ouasl.x1g, (l) Sully ex:plaina Utia ner-voue out .... 

... ... ... ...... ... .. ... ... 



(95) 

instinct of li:'lelf-assertion tends to 1Je at itr~ 

strongest, the death or a friend would. in their 

unnatUl"al state of nervous tension. convey,fir~t 

of t:JJ.l .l_'Gherea.lizat:lon Gf their ovm abundant lifee 

and their laughter might be interpreted• •~we liYe& 

We livel Ke ia dead, hut we live& 1i$ 

Although the absence of eym.patey ie 

eane:ntial in the laughter at Blight misf'ortu.nes ~ 

it ia by no meo.na neoeasa.ry 11 as Bergeon ·wov.ld have 

ua belie'\te 11 that all feeling; must 1)e baniehed hefore 

we o~"l give ourselves up to the enjoyra@nt of such 

a comic spectacle as that of a man slipping on the 

~avement. It is true that we must not give too 

much thoue7it to his bumpa and bruises. but it is 

alao certain 11 hoi::tever nm.oh wa mQJI' dise,111.ae tlw faot • 

that a malioious enjoyrr1.ent reinf'oraea ou:r :natural 

laughter if the victim ie a personal. enemlr ~ or :rep ... 

resents a olaem againat which ine have some grudge. 

It ie doub·t:ful if there 1m any man so good that. he 

does not feel a ~eeret thrill of pleasure in his 

heart " and 0, st 1.:t:l eel ahuokle in his throat at the 

sight of hi@ ovm ;pa:rtioula.r eneray ca:r>eeririg clown 

a crowded thorougltl'ace in pursuit of hie wind ... driven 

hat. To eta...nd with one ta mrm hat :f'irm.ly :fixed c:n~ 

one's hesi,d • o.rtd a ern.il e of kindly au1ieriori ty 011 

··''' 



cna*e face wnilat a etranger thue per:fcr.in~ is plaasant; 

but to see ·the man, who lt.:'1.a gained the appointment one 

ha.s long oovetedt ao hum.bled and ma.do r1di@ulou~ ia 

delightfully ludioroua. 

Eapeoiall~ notiaeable is it that laughter 

is evoked by such slight m1afortunee to peraons po~gess­

ing or pretending to dtenit~, power. o~ reputation 

· 1Jtan la so o onatructed that 

he delights in the .fal.l of dignity, he loves to $ee 

ltls aupe?'iO:r.s drop in the estimation o.f the world 11 

-
although he mny be mofjt kindly 01-id phi1vx1thro:p:lo in 

the raiaing of those lower on the scale tl'lan himselt. 

The explanation,. of oourae 11 is oimple: 

have long evoked in u~ the attitude of self•subjeetton, 

but it t:mly needs some slight hun1bling misfortune to 

lower them in otir eyes t check~ be it only for a moraent • · 

the smooth action of this inst:!not, an.d. :r!a:iae in Ufj ~ 

ae Dri; Drever hae sho;,m 1 the emotion Qf elation proper 

regard to our inferiore f· o.n the other h&..nd» we are 

oonetantly in a ata.te of 1:H)lf..,aerH1rtion • ru'ld it m801' 

even e;ive us pain to see t.hem luuniliated or dis ... 

al thougl1~ i:f 

pity be absent 11 the downf'a11 of' any hmn.an 1)GJing is 



apt to pandel.' to the i,nst~et o:r selt-aeeertion in 

us au.f ±'i.eientJ.y to produce at 1east a smile. 

6 • ~DOR. VlCES • 

"Hor, Folly ts ·the na:tu~al ;prey o:r the 

Comic• known t~ !t in al:l her· traneform.atione • in· 

e"ter;r disgU;it:H~ J and it ia with the sp:t"inging de• 

1.~ght (If ha:wk G-Ver he~~n• ho~d atte~ foxJ tba.t it 

gives her chase. nev'el!' .fr~ting• never tiring. sure 

of' having her • a.1 l$W'ing her no r$st • " ( 1 ) 

Not only da physleal and mental weaknesses 

pro"fe a S:QtU".ee of merriment to. the ordinary man• 

but ~ral def'icie:n0ies also• if they be nt>t sertaus 

enough te of fend his mo_ral ~~ religious se1tt1ments • 

~e we.loomed in othe1•s a.s a. m.ea..'1.$ towards s-eif • 

use this ~ans of' raie~g a I.a.ugh, nmst proceed 

most warily: f~:r there are a hllndred li.ttle turns 

and tvd,sts tn the me:ral· aha.raa·terB ef any au.dientH!> • 

whi.oh may, if ignored, f~eeze the sm.Ues upon their 

lips• &l'ld leave !n their eyei:J only a. glassy sts.re 

laid down in this ltespeot is that the vioa which w• 
- • - M • • - - - - - - - - - W - • - • - - - ~ - ~ - Q - ~ 

( l) George lieredi th t "An Essay on Comedy.*' 
(Constable, London, 1918) p-.62., 
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find le:u.gha.'ble in another must 'be l1ronotu1aecl enough 

to make us feel ~ thrill of elation, but not of au.oh 

a serioue nature as to offend. c,r diaguat the moral 

side of our nature • 

. Al.though, as has 'been pointed ou.t *' theaa 

limi te to the laugha'hle are relative not ·o111;r to the 

ind1villua.l, but al.ao to the environment r.l.ltd mood of 

an~y one nw..n * there are some vioe~ vthioh tnanldnd re.­

cogn.i~es a.a too se:r!oua to be made the s1ib,j ~ot o:f' 

j eat, whilst there &re others which are· oo ceptetl ae 

fitting hutts i'O:t" the Ji.u.mourist and oomedi;;i,n., 

Practically eveey an.mi.a '11'J'riter • for exruur;le~ has 

used d:ru.nkennes1:1 aa a foil· wlwr~by to raiae a 

l~ugh, ao that the merry list. of tippling oharactei'"a 

ia al!11011t endl~s 11 Falsta:rf, SiJ?c iI'ohy Belch, Tony 

Lumpldn, a"ld a..11 that 1aughr£ble, lovable brotherhood 

of' ·the bottlelt 

l?e:rhaps the :failings 'nhich n10 B't often 

feel the sting of laughter are vnni ty and hypocrisy~ 

thtl ae two vi cea f by mQane of which mrm rtH1re himr:11el.f 

U;pOl'l a to·tteringil VXH'!e;rtain l,'.Hadental r'Whioh the comic 

enough• in all truth, for a man to '50e othe1 .. l'5 tovrnring 

above him. when they deeer1re their e.Y..o.J;hecl po rd ti cm. t 
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1n.tt whan he 1~.rtowa thnt ·tlwil" olairae arG raera enipt;v 

air t he oru-1no"11 re11!et a. tnQJ.ioious laugh. at f:'..DY"" 

tlltr1g wh:iQh tends to snow theu1 up in their true 

light~ 

nam.ee a~ :re~tu·efe 11 Tl:lra.so, TB.:ttif a.t-i:n de 'Jla.rasaon • 

~vol!o ~ Wi11kle i ru:ld the unfo1"tuns.t$ Aln.aocha.r, 

the n~..rber•s fifth brother. 

7.. BTtKl\OH OF CUB TOM: .. 

been recognirrnd• is e:xtl'"ei11el.y conse;t"vative tmd pa.ro ... 

chia1; a.1d tends to react u.i~on t.he new and the 

st:t'a:n.ge in no very f:t"i endly maiJn.er. Xt ·th~ ne11 

idea. habit or institutitm ie tit:r.011g enough to 

1-m. t if.' Society as a 1vhol.e does not take 

su.o.h a sel'.'ious view of the irrnovatiot1 8 it v.r:i.ll u.ae 

it a.a ti foil wher~lly to demonetre.ta the m1perior:tty 

A fuller 

diae.msr:iion of tbia aepeot of ottr mfhj eat lmlst be 

left to a le.tel'.' chapte:t• on the erwi<l.i sie;nifio~,nee 

of lai:tghter t end it w!1:t ~uffice to mention here 
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of its minor conYEffrtiona 11 or the exietan~e o:f' ~ 

dif"fet"4mt. eet of habitf.3 and cuatoma e.m.ong the mem'hor~ 

of another g1 .. oup. nation laughs at nation• county 

at aou.nty t villri,,ge a.t villat.te: th€l do ct.or (j:t"aelm 

a j oko at tha e:~rtutene:5s of the la:o,eyert and the 

l.&:d:.·ter reta.lio,tea. ·~1ith a, jcke at the ~qtu:i.ake:r.--yn 

of the :mediccl men; Society (in its mQG1t exclus:tve 

sense) ancera at the " nou.vr~c:tt riclte 0 who blunderl3 

lw.ppily ui:> the sooir,i,l ladder a whll et, the lower 

~t:l?at$, find grea.t e.:m.ueanent in the eyegla,ga and 

Oxfo:rd accent of. the »e;entlem.ant1 • 

Whole t:t"eatisee might wall be written 

on the pfi.:lyaholog;r of :rash.ion. If e, :fa~hion. in 

dress comes to uo f:rc:m1 some :r·eoogn::teed. miuthoritative 

sou.roe it is acceptetl wit;hout d.eirnir ~ ever:i. ·though it 

involve auah acute caeoontfort afil clid •1tight-laciri.gt1 

mid the crinoline; 

tlare to Wftlk ottt> strEn:::te mitt :f.red !.r.t a high.ly aen~i. l1lo1s 

l:n.tt u.nusua:l~ style of' rd.s own aoncH~ptiont he \'1ould 11e 

met by peals of laughter• or, at ·che lea.Zit w l1y half ... 

Oui: differing l"ea.ct ions in 

ea.oh oa.rJe spring entirely from ou:r cU.ff'orent a:tt1 tudes 
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In the 

IJUl'.'.:IE:;l'.'io:ri ty ?f' the pa.:tit:le;itl0~" group to v1l1ieh we 

belo1'lg, \)VG'J' 0.ny ind.17i<:tu~,~J. holrl euou~t 01" ftH1!.:i~h 
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man ia ~o c{)nstituted that the sight o:r any habit 

custom or fashion differing greatly from. thoaE~ , ot his 

t.n-1madiate a.s~ooiates at onoe reveals t!J hirtt the au.per ... 

iority o.f hie ow:t1, and aG :U1ducaa la:u.ghteJ:> ~ half 

tl4'i:~1.ny11;;.mt 1 half aoornful end n.ltogethe1" pler{,aa.nt. 

'thia pr()c,;ei:u1 maY' even result in the in:vention of 

natiena.1 nicknames \;y ·the :1.nhabit~,..nts of one oou:ntey 

wou.1.d -r-@fe~ tn t'!lighhing, latagli;Utg te~-· to the Frencn, 

and ia not l"eoeii.?ed 1)Jf the lat·ter in :J'.lllY very Jd.ndl.y' 

api:r:J.t. 

Aa might be e.:x:peoted 0 la.ughter of this 

t:fl?e tend~ to die away as one•o ho~izen beoQmea:broader 

ruid m1e•e sym.;pathiea deeper. lH~ing found in itf.:1 most 

entirely le~ckin g in your true coamo:pol :i.te..n" Sulf{ ~ 

in an exoellent om;pter on the laughter Of savages, 

ha.a ahown that f whilst they may l>e ti ao o, general rule, 

imprt'W$ed with the superiority of the 'lVhite manp they 

will find muoh. oauee for mel."riment in h.iB clu.raey 

attempts to perform some sini:ple 1'18..tive action ouch as 

weaving or hut building 0 and his futile endeavours to 



(103) 

they are deal:tr1g with a member o:r another tribe• 

inete1?-d of with the e.w~ ... $.nspiring "i'lltite man, the1· 

make ao attem11t whateve:t" to ourb the:tr l~-ughte-r ti an.d. 

their jokee and j ibotJ at h:i.a ex.:oer1~e a1"'e liable tQ 

cruelty may often be traeed in the laughter of aohool~ 

boys at tho hapleai:J one who blu1 shown 11imgel.:t'' ignora.n:h 

of B()lne \mw:t'.'i tJoe-.a l.tWH of' acMol. or playing field.. 

~he educated and wo11 ... travalled man~ on the other 

h:.-:wid, realizing that the Vt>ulue o:f' all moral oodaa 

and soaial. oustomm i a ,relatilre to ox1e' a particular 

e:ttuat!on <ra the globe, as well aa poaition in 

sooiety • will. not be so eaail;iJ elated 'by the apparent 

SU:fH3l'.1iority of l1J.o m~n habi't\1 to thofle of another 

rJ'l.f',.J'.ll'i and wil.l., cm1e<:HJ.lHmtly~ feel httt little cleeire 

to lnue;h at the unutmal tthel"0'V~~ he 1n;1y find it, 

The i'!X'iter who said that every child ia 

born uoither a little Li'bieral or a little Conservat• 

iva•1 waa only partly :right ... «< rove'r:y child. ia born 

:rt 10 only- the proportions th.at v~'cy in 
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ea.eh oaae. N~t only does man tend tQ olittg to 
\ 

the old; and reaat with laughter upon the individuals 

who would break with it, but he also te11ds to ta.ke 

delight in the fall of established authority,, and 

to laugh thereat~ aim.ply because 1t is eetabli~hed 

o:tea in hifJ $Oul that produces the histoey of' eve17 

m.~n as a. sooial unit; if the one wins he :ta a eon• 

eervative, whoae laughter will be ,in general, aimed 

at the apostle er the ne~; if the other. he is a 

Radical, ever ~eady to chuckle eve~ th~ do'Wrtfall 

of the old. In some fortunate beings there is a 

balatlcH~; and thE9;V oa.n ai t baak im.d :t.a:ugh at ue all. 

1Nfuf1t we have termed laughter at the breae'.h, 

of authorit1, therefore, is seen to be exactly the 

revera~ of that laughter which we discussed under 

the heading fJf 0:Bt"each. G:f' cuetem.n in the pl'.'evious 

section. The situation ma~ b& tder:r~icrn,1 in both 

eases; whether we direct our la~~ter againat the 

!:f' we identify 

ouraf:lllres \11th tha astabliahed• then our opinion of 

ou:rselves • e-..nd the opi11:t~n t!io,t o·t;11er~ hold of' us, 



must rise or fall 'lftith it• and eve:r.-y devia:td.<">n from 

the customary ie made the oooaaion Qt the glor~Tication 

of ourselves throttgh the institutian or austom oon .... 

oerned. If 11 on the other hand, the ehaoklee ot 

a.uthorit;r be hea.\ty u.I>On ue1, at1d we :feel tmt ·th~ inet.it.• 

ution is tending to orush out our individuality~ w0 

reo ei ve, with laug.b.te:r and glao..nes s, ru!Y'thl.ng that 

lat3s~s that power~ be it on:cy- for a mom.er.rt, t~nd ena.blea 

ua to assert our independent personality. 

to he reoognised ae a eelf-oontained, eelflll'reliant entity, 

instead of a mere unit in the he:t"d, a po1~tion o:f' the 

but it is only 

1n oompn:r-atively few oases that thia desire finda direot 

exp:reeidon in revolt against society. In the :l'."'emain• 

atrong to allow of au.oh e, path of release~ a'lrld we find 

an indirect form of expreseion in l&:ughtert on sUQh 

oeoaaions as authority is in any w93 demeaned. or defied~ 

A fuller diecueaion Of thia ~spoot of our subject how• 
. " ' 

ever• muot hE:'! left to the c.hapter on the f3ooie..l Signi.,. 
II 

f ieanoe of Laughter. 

Ae a. general z-Ul.e the radical or dest:ru.otive 

spirit is in the asoend~noy in childhood• but, with age 

ru'id experience, and the l.oaa of' our ean.se of adventure, 
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we tend to become what Kenneth Grahame$ in hie de-. 

lightful child study nThe Golden Agett• haa called 

tiatiff and Qolourlesa Olymp!t:t..ns" who 0might dabble 

in thf1 pond all day• hUnt the olliokent;, oliutb th~ 

trees in the l!LCst unoompr~mieing 2'1nde.y olothei1$ 3 

a~e tr•$ to iasue fo~th and buy gUnpowder in the full 

eye of the sun ~~ fr~e to f ira •annonn ~~. explode 

mines ~n i;he lawn i yet never ~-"' a...Yl.y 0£ 11hef!H<l thingth tt 

If we are auoeasstu.1ly to a:pprcHiah the :Le~ghtar of 

children it mtist be with this principle in rrd.nd, thr.'l.t 

, ....... -

:tng in tope~turvyd0m, ~md laughingly- weleoming M.y .. 

thing that will up~et the established order of thing$, 

Sully :Unag:lnee that he lw,s set the oilh.erent ot the 

Degl.."a<:lation Thel:ley au tu1eolvable r!ddJ~et whem. he asks 

him to ex.1)1ain the child~ a laughter at the s:ight of 

In the 

light of ettr di~e1rnr:don the an.~wer to Sully is oleW<"¢ 

Theee oha.irg and. ta111ea ti that a.re now pilecl ignomini­

cnely en ttlp of un e another in 0110 corner of the room, 

are tlie repre~entativea o:f ~~utho:rity in his daily 

life; 

h.'.la decreed. tha.t he shall not overturn the fll!'ni tu.re• 

or pull down the ot\r.taine 11 or spill. v.tHter em the flcor; 

ana. lo• here rsre all these th1n&1'.f"l heing dt>:ne; an,d 
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Could any ohild. 

rea:tst t\ thrill ot elation at the a:t.ght? 

We have, in un earlier sect:tcm~ reduced 

eome of the laughter of children to t~ ~:iea.11~ation 

of thair 0\'11n superiority, in any pal"tiaulru:",over one 

er part of what Sully lw.a termed ~pure" laugh.tar 

might El I. think, be explained by reference ·to our 

present principle· of revolt against authority. 

The wild hilarious laughter, with which a crowd 

of ohild~en will stream out into the playground at 

the sound of t11e clo~ing bell• is the sign ot an 

indiv1.d:uality, suppreaeed for five houra lJy the 

Btern eye of the teacher. and now reassumed with 

-
the ego ... urge wh:lf.lh the daily routine of the arcrwded. 

sohool~oom tenda to repress. 

holds good even in u child of very tender years ia 

. ahow11 by the f'oguieh laugh with which he will await 

the result of sorae prB .. nk played upon his doting 

parent a i 
~ 

at times 61 laugh out his defiar!ce to the wo:rld in no 

tm certain ton ea. 

laughter in the earl! est montha of life to ·such an 
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impulse towards aelf~asaertion; it then appearim to 

be mainly connected uith ·the gratit!aation of bodily 

of the smile D.nd the le.ugh~ as fo1•·u1F.J o:f' hc;dily express"" 

ion• back to the look of rer.)letion on the inf ant·~ !1l 

:te.oe ae 1 t lea;v~a the mother• a breast. ( 1 ) This 

type of le..ugh or smile may well be understood from 

our diaousaion of the plJ¥aiology of ll'lughter in an 
. . . . 

earlier aha.p·te:r 0 i::m.t at e~aotly Wl'lat age more ;purel.Jt 

mental elem.m1ts begin to enter. into th~ laughter cf 

the young child it w~uld need a long and tedious pre-

eess of obeervation to discover. 

Aa the cihild gro":rn older• th0 primitive 

ne.ture of' this first rebellioua lau.g;htet" tends to be 

disguised, or it may appear to vanish altogether. a.a 

he beoomea more socialized, and; oonsaqµently ti more 

but it ie doubtful if. even the staidest 

of men are ent:h"el.y free f:'l:'om a.. deal.re to laugh ·at 

the tall Gr ridimtle of' an inetttution that has long 

demanded their unque~tioning obedien~a and loyalty. 

Hot-1 • otherwise• are we to explain the pt"eval ei'loe ot 

jokeo and witticisms d:l~eoted. a.gainat fjU.Oh e.n inst!tut• 

ion as nt:':lrriage? Marriage ia responsil>l.e· for nJ:te 
- • • • • • ~ • e • • - ~ • p • ~ • w • 0 ~ • - • • • • • • 

(l) Andr' Tridon 0 for e'r:ample, aayA uThe facial .express• 
ion of the laughing pa1"eon sugga$te that of the eatieified. 
nursling leaving the mother's 'breast. In both oaaee tbe 
ocm.tour · of the open mouth a.n.d the· lines of the :tao$ pre~ent 
striking aimila;r-i ties• I,aughter would then be an infantile 
ej-7mptcm of gratification 11 it '~1?eychoana.lyeiat4 London ,1919 

p .. 1141 



ltHHJ o:f' mQre peraona.1 freedom, .and the sinking of 

mQl"'e 1ndividuality ,than, perhaps• any other insti:tm.t• 

ion.- It $.e, however 11 a highly respectable euatom. 1.1 

being upheld l>;t the etrong~~-r~ moral eentimsnts of 

r:JOaiet~, and anycme Vfh.o dares openly to &,SCel't his 

individual Jtttl~eint en the sU1).j oot of' th~ ll'elations 

1Hi)twem mm and. woman can expect only social 011rtraotsm., 
~ 

To oea~e to be llU'l in4ependent per~onallt~, and to 

'beacme me:t1ely "X·'~ rl$.11;fbandtt, or ffthe wife of Y" • 1$, 

howe"ter, intolerable, and so men combine; and women 

their oorm.non tyrant • 

a moment oi' relative independenae • end then ret'Ul"n 

the eaaie& to their bondage, 

We may bx-ing unde:t> this section a, type 

ot laughter that has loomed large in the more modern 

treatiaea upon the 000110 1 the laughter at obseenit:tes. 

S~.:tally~t:tnget1 jQket.J form so la:rga a p~,:rt of the 

atock-in ... tl:ade O:f" one type sf ao 00oe,lled hum.ouriat 

that suoh writers as Freud and Greig h&iva been lad to 

:rou11d their theories of laughter- upon $!, se:ii:ual baal,S11 

Laughterf however. ie by no mean~ tlta form. of bodily 

eltpresaion wh1oh 'V'.re no~a.l.l;r asaooiate w.:t th the :f:t"eeing 

of ge:it energy• and it eeenia quite feasil)le• on the 
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other hand, to explain most, if not all, of the laugh• 

ter at obscene stories by reference to the prinoipies 

laid down above. Eepeoially is this. eo vn1en we re­

member that the habit of making merry over the indeeent 

is usually contracted during the years of puberty or 

early adolescence, when the voice of authority banning 

euoh conversation is particularly loud, and the spirit 

of revolt particularly strong. We are strengthened 

in this view when we find young boys laughing together 

over indecent jokes. which their experience most cert~ 

ainly does not enable them to understand; but which 

are surrounded by an air of "naughtiness"; and we 

venture to say that, with all sexual jokes, the element 

of nnaughtinesa" is the ohief laughte~ producing faetor • 

. This faint aroma of wickedness• of saying or thinking 

what some authority has forbidden v.e to say or think, 

tends to cling to the idea of aex throughout life, and 

to give it always that delicious flavour which belongs 

only to forbidden fruit. It is only when a man has 

learned to face the faots in a na,tural and healthy 

mam1er • and to realize that sex and sin are not synony ... 

moua, that he can hea~ a lewd remark without feeling a 

desire to snigger. Th~s it ia that the laughter at 

the obscene ie to be found chiefly in adolescents and 

the lower grades of society. 
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All of the laughter of satire, irony 

and humour will, with little difficulty• f;!.nd a plaQe 

under· one of the forms o:f the laughable that we have 
' . . . . 

dieousaed., as wiJ..l also the laughter resulting from. 

what Freud has called "t endenoy•wi t,. '1 There remains, 
.. 

however, a difficulty ; what are we to say of Freu~•a 

~harmless wit"• whioh comprises the thousand ar.id one 

apparently pointless tricks and turns of epeeoh and 

ludicrous intonationa of the voice, that go to lighten 

the seriousness of the working day? Where• in the 

much despised ~un, for example~ are we to find that 

reference to an inferior~ which is to give us the 

thrill of elation expressed in laughter? 

It may do something to elucidate this 

problem if we realize first of all that there is a 

very sitrong personal element in much of the wit in 

which we indulge 1within a somewhat restricted circle 

of friends and acquaintances~ an element comprehensible 

only to thoae who have lived for some time in our 

immediate environment. Many of the purposeful mis ... 

pronunciations and ludicrous intonation.a• whioh we 

allow to slip into our everyday speech, caus$ laughter 

in a:n audience only because they call to mind an 
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idiosyncrasy of some acquaintance common to them all, 

and so give the basis for a momentary feeling of self· 

elation. It must be admitted, however. that not all 

wit oan be explained after this fashioni and we have 

still to explain a large residue of successful witti· 

cismap in which there is no trace of a reference to 

any person or any definite group of pereons. 

The clue to e.n adequate solution here 

must be found in our discussion on nBreaah of Author• 

ity• in the previous section, and in a tendency tha.t 

has been noticef:l.1Jle throughout our treatment of the 

occasions of laughter, the tendenoy; namely• for the 

object of laughter to beoome more and more impersonal 

111 nature, aa tm comio assumes higher forms. We 

began with the wild. laugh of the Viator with his 

foot on the throat of his prostrate foe, and we have 

just finished, a. discussion of the laughter that re ... 

sults from the temporary degrad~t!on of some institut• 

ion o~ recognised authority.. In order to illustrate 

our poir1t still further• let us take a aeries of wi tti ... 

cisms chosen. almost at random from Osoar Wilde•s 

"Importance of Being Earnest. n 

(a) L&-s\Y Bracknell ea.ya• "l am sorry if we are a. little · 

1e.te .Algernon, but l was obliged to call on dear Lady 



Harbury. 

deatlt, 

(U3) 

l ha.dn•t been there since her poor huebru1d's 

I never saw a woman so altered; she looks 

quite twenty years younge~." ~o which Algernon .~e~ . 

plies, "l hear her hair has turned quite gold from 

grie:r • .a 

(b) Algernon r "You don tt seem. to realize that in 

marrted life three is oGmpany 1 and two is none." 

(CJ) Gwendolen: . "The old.,.:f'ashioned :respect for the 

young is fast dying out. Whatever influence f had 

(d) Lady l3raoknell (cross-examining her prospective 

stu1 ... 1n.1aw ) : •t.tre your parents living? 11 

.J'at;Jki·.. "l have lo st both my pa.rents.;, -

It will be seen tha.t there 1st in the 

fir et o:f thl.s series e:f' wi tt ie isms, a strong perscm.al 

element• which g~adually din1inie:hes through the second. 

and the third. until it vani6he5 altogether in the 

last. 
II II 

!n (a) that is to say_ we have a catty thrust 

at Lady Harbury and her grief; in (b) it is the in• 

stitution of me~riage that ia pilloried; (e) has the 
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faintest suspicion of personal ref'erence.g from whiohp 

however, ( d) ia entirely purged.. A more careful 

exa;rnination will now reveal what Freud would call a 

"v1it-technique1t ,. underlying the personal element i..n 

these examples.,, and common to them all, In the 

fi~st three eapeoially we find the use' of a trite 

and backneyed form of expression. with a slight 

alteration in the matter. that gives it a new and 

startling ~ea.ning, whilst the last, a pure play upon 

words, depends for its witty nature upon41.. very 

similar principle. the use. of a single word in two 

different senses. Whilst reading ootample (a),for 

instance, one is led by the familiar phraseology to 

expect that Lady Hat-bury "looks quite twenty years 

older", and that "her hair baa turned quite white 

with grief", but the witticism lies in substituting 

for the roepected words their contraries p ·"younger" 

and "goldtt. 

Many writers, even if they accepted our 

general theory. would insist that this is merely a 

device for bringing out more strongly the personal 

gibe 9 that it ir?, in a word, only a part of the tech ... 

ni que or mechanism of wii; .. It is true that the 

thrust at Lady Harbury would lose much of its power 



were it not expressed in epigram.i1irJ.tiQ terms 0 end we 

would not go oo far as :Freud, 1n making e, moohn.n.ioal 

cU.vision of the laughter of "tend.eooy"'v1:it¢f into two 

pley$ a. large part in the produetion of laughter is 

ah.own by the f aot· that, in examples ( c ) and ( d) above• 

it stands praatioa.1 ly alone 1 a.a the sole eou.roe of' 

laughter. 

retain a pa~t of our laughter, although we lose all 

these latter witticisms that oausee us the tb.lfill of 

elation necessary to the produotion of laughter? 

Although via cannot a~ree with his general 

theor;v" of laughter• a atatem.e:nt of Bergson• s e in hie 

chapter on "The Oom:tc in Yiords' may prove of great 

use 1n the solving of f.:ll'l e..nswer to thi~ 11Uestion. 

striking image a.lwaya seem to 1~eveal the ol<H3e harmony 

that exieta batvrnen language and nature rego,:rc.led a.a 

two parallel forme Of life, the play upon word.a makes 

UB think somehow of a negligence on the part oi' language 

whioh, for the tirne being 0 seems to have forgotten its 

reo,l function, and n01.~1 olain1s to aoooun.nodate· things to 

itaelf' inatec-~d of aooom:mode;ting i teolf to tbinge., 

' 
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And so t.he play upon words always betr~s a momentaJ:';y 

l~R56 of atten!io~ ~1· langu.ag6 0 and it is precisely 

on that a.ooou.nt that it is a.m.u.£41 .. ng.ft(l) 

LangUage 111 then 111 is the institution whos~ 

degradation in the BQ•oalled "harrnl.~esn wit give~ r18~ 

to the momentary feeling of au.pe;riority, that finds 

oo:presaion in l~.ii:i.ghte:r langu.age • of course$' not as a. 

mere '1ollection Of words and grammatical rules 
111 

but as 

the em.bodiment of authority, the instrument whereby 

eoeiety imposes upon ue a ready-made set or cr~nventions 

without destroying the laughtar~produeing element ala~. 

only in the more impersonal nature of the obj aot against 

which it is direated. 

witticisuia quoted a.hove e for ~.2Jnple 111 is a· pur·e plq 

upon words, and depends for ita oomio eff.eot upon the 

different me&-"linge which a:ra applied ta the word $tlostvt 

the smiae of bereavement~, but the lattet- giVE}S it some• 

thing of the implicatien of careles~ness whieh it often 

(1) Bergeon: 
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bea.l."a & and it is amusing to ua to see the conuuen 

'usa:g~,sO:f' language tripping one another up, falling 

over one another• a~ it were, and arriving eventua.ii;, 

only at misunderatanding and confusion. The ecnJ.o 

nature of all epigrauunatic wit, euch as is exemplified 

in the othe:r three oaaee 11 a.rises fror.a tlle taking of 

some set and 001mnon form of speech ,and.~> by a dexterous 

twiat. giving it a meaning entirely ~noonaistent with 

we fe1:1l that we are at:leerting ourselves &1e u,gainat 

the authoi ... ity e:r society• whioh ,in giving ua a convent ... 

ional set o:r eymbols for the expression of our thoughts, 

seeka a,t the eeJne time, to control thoee thoughtap hy 

forcing us to squeeze them into carte.in ot:tt•and ... d:ried. 

formulae. 

CHP.PTJ}!R Vl • 

DISGU!f3ED IJ~FEIU:ORITY AlW :rnmvous L/\.UG-l!TTI\R. 

Ha:v:i.ng traced laughter throughout its 

various :torma as arising from ••the gratifioe.,tion of the 

:111srtinct of selt-aet:H'.1rtim1ft • it etill rema:tna :for ut:J 

to explain certaixt types of laugh.tel" ·which arif'.le appar~ 

ently ttnder oirounu:rtances e:r,.acrbly U1e reve!"se of' th,ose 
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find raen laughing loudly on occasi<lns v1he11 th13y can• · 

by no manner of m,eaxus, feel anything but infa:t';to~ 

Muat we then admit that our 

whole theory breaks dow11. when asked to elCplai11 th11 

.:Ph.enomenon? 

A mr.nnent t e con1d.dara:l,;ion •I think, will 

ab.ow that a slig.ht mo~ir!oation of Qur o~iginal atate~ 

ment will allow ua to em'bra.ce even eu.oh oo extrm.:ntl 

case as th.is under ouz- general forrr1u1a. Laugl1tQr ~ 

unde~ ~uoh oortditione, d~notes not ~the gratifica~ion 

ot t11e inatinct of self-~se:rtion«, but the oonsQious 

or sem.i .... aonactous desire to hide from othere c;ne•e 

Perhaps the 

iat ia telling tt t'f<>ka, the point of which one ol' more 

of hir:J audience tvJJ. to EHHh lJ.'he du.11.arda unl.esa he 

be a ve~ strong character. or very proud of hie ignor~ 

e.l'loe" is dl .. iven to l>JT)?t'H1l"'.°!. 1~iaal l[!.Ug}iter, ir he vmlli.ld 

prevent the laugh hei:ng directed against . himself: 

fo3' th9 rest of the audien(H~" theil.1 appetite :f'or the 

·bhrilla of elation once whettect, will gladly turn upon 

the unfol"tune.te cm.a. and make hit11 the butt of a. new 



pe.rlOUl" h.oa:x8 in which. a ~1el1..,Jmown wag tells an 

entirely po in tlesa story ae thougll 1 t -~vere a good 

joke. At a gi van point, t\'IC or three confederates 

in th~ audience will eow..ro.ence to laugh immoderately; 

and it i$ interesting, if one be in the know, to watch 

the mental stru.gglee going on &.round the room 1Jetween 

the deai~e to be honest and the fear of being thought 

dull• until, one after ruiotlter, the viotims will 

b~eak into aiakly ui1certain andlea. or try to hide 

their denseness fi"om the world. henaath huge e,ri:tffaws"' 

One is lett to 13uepeat the,t this prinoiple of a.:ta ... 

auiaed inferiority hae ~om.et~g to do with. the fa~t 

that moat men can read through a book of '*funey" 

storiea without a amile.,but will regpond with haarty 

laug'.hter, when the same jokes are :reoounted to them 

by others. They are then afraid to :ramain silent, 

:fol:" to , stand. unmoved before a. gala of' merriment o.e ... 

mandf! an iron will, or a p:rof'otmd oontem.pt for the 

()pin.ion of one t e fallowm • :M:onaieur J3erge:r.et • the 

d.e:U.ghtl'ul philosop!'10~ of An"~-itole l?ra.nee 1 ~ ,-«;reatio11 0 

lrunente that hie peauliru:- aenne of htUllOUj.:' hae often 

"'That 
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which an1u$eS me does· not makE!) other mm laugh. X 

have often noticed, I see the ludicrous where no one 

elae peroeived it. I am gay and I am sad in the 

wrong plaoea • a11d it has often made me look like a 

:fool." 

All that 1e neoese.;ary to produce laughter 

of tltis type is to place a man in aur-roundings a.midst 

which he feels his own infer1ority~ and then ast his 

auperio:re laughing at something in whioh he cannot 

see the comic element~ Thes~ 1Superiors may be re ... 

sta.tu1' or even ehee.r weight of nu.n1'bers. The very 

:f'aot that they are ln:ugll.ing, indeed ;tends to make them 

rank higher in their own eyes 1 e.:r1d in th.o ge of' a ailent 

aipeotator, fer ia not laughter the ~ign of euperiority? 

The only wa;y, then, for a nk'1.11 to conceal his inferiority 

is to outlaugh them all• Ma~r men have esim.lilished 

o. reputation for brilliance by_ their adroitneern at thi~ 

pardonable deceits It will be seen that eu~h laugh• 

ter • like all other lau.Ghter we have disouaeed t re!3lu1ta 

from the 1mpulee toward.a self.aemertiol1& hut ie of an 

artificial nature. beoauee it doeB not flow naturally 

from the gra:ti:ficat ion o:t tlm.t impulee 11 hut is r:i~ 

attempt to diaguise the faot. that ~,t has been thwurted. 
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Via ma.y · tel".ln it then the "laug_nter or disguised infer­

iority.• 

self in the midst of people wliom he atm.aide:c,m hi~ 

in:f eriora • ~ tends to refra 1n tram laughing at those 

things whioh they ooneider f'it :~mi proper obj acts ot 

merxiim.ent 1 beoauee "to cl() sa would he ·to degTade, 

~ather than. elevate him8alt in hia own opinion~ 

riaing in Ma ow estime:t;.ion i1i1 that he am:~ses to 

laugh at the poor jolcea of l:i.J.s erstwhile superiors. 

An exoellmt example of thie io to be found in 

J.M.;Bs.rrie 1s ~A<l~irable Crichton~ 0~~ 

Jm1eat • after :f'l.fJ4iling to impress Lord Lo01m' o Ejflme ... 

what d:tedi:'iinful daughters with. a weakly e1)igrmn, 

despairingly tries it upon the butler, c:riohton t 

0. 001ile ts at l.E."lJ:1gth 0dl:torted from: Criehton aa with 

a corkscn. .. ew.) 

Lady iw.q (r:l<.Ul<::rr1hat later) i ~Tell me~ wha;t did 

enough to !©.ow everything? 8 . 
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C:riehton: nxq lady, he tt?J the ~eoond aon o! a peer& ~ 

A few weeka l.ater,1 "in a state of l'l.e.l,ture ... 

upon the i~ln.nd,11 Criahton .• 110W 'beginning to i;aa.lize hirg 

own ~uperiority. reacts very differently upon a witti~ 

"I would therefore moat 

:respeet:fully propose tmt every time It!r., :m~neet :ta.vours 

ua with an eipg~am his head r:ihould be :lmi11ersed in a 

bucket of cold ap>,"ing '1Vairnr." 

The laughter of disguised inf'erior~~tY t then• 

results from a. oonsoioua atterft:pi\ to hide one's f.:lenee 

of inferiority fr~m the world; b~t there is still 

another type~ which d:lt'fer'S from it only in that· the 

impulse to hide one•~ inferi9~ worth ie entirely'g or 

It 13 this whioh ia 

between the two opposed tmpulseg ot the instinote of 

&H;)lf·display w'1.d ~elf...,a,basement •. with th.eir ~'11.otlo:r:i.s 

of positive and negai;ive salf~feeling• u ( l( whioh 

4*strttt ~ an~. to ~linkfl are equv.lly h5'.la.nced" aucoeed111g 

one enother as the oontralling foroe in rapid alter ... 



in order to prove to ouraelve5 11 as well as to c:rthera, 

that vre are equal to the ocrna.rd.on. 

Nervous laughter is, as might be expected. 

particularly notioeable a~ongat young adole$oent0. in 

whom the struggle between self •assertion and self~ 

subj eotion reaches it~ el1D1&.X; and they a.re sub.) eot 

to a p.saul1e..r fo:rt11 which they term "the gigglee 0 o 

The giggles 1s a kind Qf ha.lt-auppreaaed, half• uncon~ 

trollable 11.ervotta laughter 11 whioh oocure only under 

aondition~ thst are ct>.lcula.tad to ol"eate an impression 

runple• groups of two or more young peop1e are often 

Btrongly seized by the desire to laugh aloud 0 and it 

ia only their fear of' authority that omnpele them to 

confine themaelvee to hadly ... suppreaaed sniggers. 

The object that first stimulates tb.em to merriment may 

be o:f' the most trivial na-'1mre 11 oontaining within itself 

nothing in the slightest degree· ludiorcm.s; end it is 

notiaeable that a~ soon as the authority is removed• 

and they become their own n1B.1:Jters again l'I the gigglers 

lose all desire to laugh, and are at a loas to explain 

their behaviour. The pre~enoe of a recognised author~ 

i ty • therefore, would appear to l1e ·the oa.uee not only 

of the partial euppref:laion of the laughter, but fllao 

The e.~planation of 
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this phenomenon is to be found in the ~truggle h$,.. 

tween the instincts of self ... displ~ and eelf ... abaae ... 

ment, 

to the authority of the institution conoern~d i 

but the former demands that we r:1houlO. :f :i.nd some 

expr£lea1on for our individuality even under euch 

:.tt is not• 

p~rh~p~, a ve~y lofty expre~aion Of the individual•e 

~evolt against sooietyJ but it $erves its purpoee 

as a harmleaep it somewhat annoyi:ng,. safety.valve 

for the expression of the ar1ole 8 cent•a over~grown 

It protectei aoe:tety from his hotheaded 

intolerance of the old* at the same tim.e that it 

prevents hi~ youthful enthusiasm. :from being entirely 

ei:1gul,ted in aome hitle .. hound i11stitutione 

There ia a hiologioal thecrr.r of :nervoue 

laughter, which l"'eduoes :tt to a. sud.a.en discha:rge of 

nervous anergy• stored up during a period of un~ 

na.tura.1 l"'estraint • . gnd :releaaed by soma slight 
(1) 

st:Unul.trn~ A.lthough we oa,rmot stop to exam.ine 

thie theory, it must be appa:t .. ent nt a g11.snoe that it 

1rhe impu1ae 

(1) 



of self .. a.esertion, dammed up for a while by the 

heavy hand of authority, finds e~pre~sion at last 

in a hesitating, uncertain; and often too boiste~ous 

laughter .. 

ClL\PTER Vll. 

SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE OF LAUGHTER. 

In thia age of aooiaJ. sciences no treat"' 

ise on anyr psyohologieal. subj eat. would be recognised, 

'illich regarded man as an isolated, self-contained· 
-~ 

unit• and none would be complete without a disoussion 

of the influence of the phenomena concerned upon 

the relations existing within the social group. 

The most determined attempt of modern times to show 

the social significance of 1au.ghter is that made by 

Henri Bergson, who, as we have seen, regarded it 

as the sanctim1 of society, imposed upon those whe 

tend to endanger the welfare of the group, by allow• 

ing the"elaeticit~" of life to degenerate into the 

"raideutl" o:r a machine. Our general theory makes 

it :tJnposaible :for· us to aocept such a view of the 

ftmo~ion of laughter in soeietyj enticing though 
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1t may be; and, whilst recognising that laughte~ 

has an important part to play in social life* we 

cannot too strongly stress the fact that it is not 

social, but entirely individuaJ.istic in nature. 

In its very essence it is an expression of individ­

uality, and, although it may incidentally subserve 

many social ends, its main function ie not to act 

as a weapon in the hands of society, but to assert 

always the right~ and the worth of the individual. 

If this be the case .... how then does it come about 

that men laugh in groups• and appear to use this 

group~laughter as a weapon for the attacking of 

other groups. Jnd the puniehment of recalcitrant 
\ 

members j,n. their own? 

That laughter is capable of use as a 

weapon may be seen from its effect upon the person 

against whom it is direoted. Wlia.tever theory of 

laughter we may hold, there are but few of us who 

oan resist giving some expression,however slight, 

to a momentary feeling of anger., when we are made 

the object of a burst of laughter; and the fort• 

unate man, who can resist, does soi I venture to 

say, rather by reason df powerful self-control 0 

than beoam.se he realizes that "no harm is rneant. 11 

Even the most kindly laughter is liable to give 

offence if the object of it be not in his oustomary 
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Beneath all the oympathy 

and good feeling that it may oonta:ln 0 he oan etill 

detect in the laugh that elEmtent that arises 2':'ron1 

hi~ own inferiority. real or supposed, to the laugh• 

er. 

lt is no argument againgt our view of 

laughter to point out those comparatively rare oa$ee 

of men, wh.Q; like 'noo~atea~ c~-m ~eliah a joke against 

thamaelveet for J.aught er at, ones elf is not an ex .. 

. aeption tot hut rt particular case of the principles 

himself a.9 emdl;:tted in some thought or action in 

the paet 11 and, in con1pa.:ri..rig the pa.et with , the p:re11JE'mt 

self 11 he tacitly- saya 1 °Ha1 Hat Ha~ That i~ wlw;t · 

I uan af'ford to laugh at 

thing for men to use tlrnir pflSt t11elves aa a foil" 

whereby to demonstrate the glories of the :i;nrnsent. 

If our merriment a:b our oim expense l)e not of th.is 

t;ype• it oan only he an example of what we have 

ter1ned the "laughter of dit'lgu.ioed inferiority"• 1-,y 
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for no man can :find grounds 

for honest laughter in the realizaticm. of hie ovm 

i.Vlte:r.iori ty ~ 

It ia interesting to note in this connect• 

ion the statement often made that Engliebnen make 

muoh of Bernard Shaw 1)eoauee he spend.rs all his time 

laughing at them. It is true t~t this element in 

all Sha.w•s works has a great fascination for the 

average cultured Jmgl:lshnen 11 but I verrtmre to say 

that ineo:f&.r as anyone laughs at the 'biting satire 
~ 

of suoh a. play as HThe Ma~ of' Destiny"" he ceases to 

be an "average Englishman~ at all, and beoomea a 

Shavian 11 that is to say, he identifies himself with 

Shaw for the momentt forms with him an alliance., 

whose purpose it is to seek out and ridicule the 

:follies o:f all ether :Englishmen. Were I ever in. 

m;.v- heart to realize that shaw meana ~~. as well ae 

my neighbotU", it is highly probable that hie work 

would cease to be emul'3ing, and become me1 .. ely foolish 

't, 

Having demonstrated that laughter can 

'be used by the individual ae an inatrument both of 

at·haiq~ and de:fenca 0 it ~eme.ina for us to JWhow how it 

oan be used in the arune capacity by eooiety se a 

whole• or by IJru."tioular groups within ~ooiety; and.. 
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in order to de thi~ ,we mtHrh make a very rihort pre.,. 

1i.m1naey study of the manner in whi¢h men tend. to 

W!thQut 

going into a detailed disouernion of the paycholog1€'ilal 

ba~es of sooietyp we oan do little more than point 

out that auoh t,.rroup:l.ng aotua-111' does on cur• and that 

the groups may be differentiated on grounds ot ra~e, 

tel!'ritor;r;; :1!1~,rth., wealth, religion, sex~ oaoupation; 

politioa1 opi11ion or an;y of the thonsa.nds of in1port~ 

ant or trivial qttal.ities in which men differ~ 

These groupings nlfo/ be al>solutely permartent. as in the 

oaee o:f race and. aex. Ot' ~ trai.'1.aient and aphetn.el'a..l 

as the ••s1des 11 in a game of "aha.ai11g~" A man will 0 

of course-. be a member of very many d1f:f'e.rent groupa 

at the same time 0 end it i~ proba1)le th~t the interests 

of the vat'iou~ groups tc which be beloJ.ttge may some ... 

titnee -~l~sh: but there ia generally one domi1'rnJ:1t 

interest_ toot will determine hie allegia.noe to ~ome 

· particular t.rroup on rm.oh oocaaicms .. 

The er~,rliest eooial. gi*oupi:ngs 11 excluding~ 

of course, differences o:f' sex. ai"'e those into f&lllily 

and tribat ru1d it ia $n ~~t-notad tact am.Qng BOoiol• 

ogist:~r. that the individual savage oar1 ex.preso himself 

onl.y through• and 0,13 a pa.t"t t:if one of these gt'OU.p~. 



(130) 

gJ:>atify his instinct of nelt~aasertion _only 1-~sofar 

ae the family o:r t:vibe to which he belo11ge, hat'! pr()Ved 

he 1~ ~'.!. cypher,· o.nd oan make his in.flnence :felt in 

the wol."ld only as a me.1111:H~l' of one ot these groups., 

Thia would lead ona to et\1)1'.J{)i1rn that group ... laue;hter 

mu~t praoede individual laughter 1;n tho histo:t"Y of. 

the ra~e, and th~t this aotually ie the oase.ha.s been 

shown by Sully, who reoo!'ds th:i.t the aoNage seldom 

or never la:ughg-, e:n:eept in oonceri> with hitS fellows. (l) 

It might be argued fron1 thie that laughte'.t'• in its 

begixuili1g1J 113 not eigotig·tio, and tlt-:it the individual · 

· . f.t~tor we have so strongly stremsed. i,a l1ot therefore 

closely .id.e:r.i'ti:f'ies !tlmsel:f with his family or t:ri b~ 

trot it!\1 el'fJ:tt;>t · t~..l.1 ia hie fall, o.nd :tta every rise 

the ca.ua e of' as mu.ch el.at ion i..n him• a.s if he hru.l 

.Add to this the 

p.rompth1ga of the insti11ot oi' rJelf .... 11,f:rnertion tlta.n 

tl'U"ough ·the 'J.ctivi'i;ies. of ·the. group, and it i e n-0-t at 

( l) Sully: 
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all surprising that la.ughte~. individua.1istic though 

it be il~ ~ssenoee mhould begin in a Gormminal formm 

In a ··oivilized eom:mu.n!ty the bond$ 

that bind. a man to any particular f1T.oup ara, as a 

general rule, far looser than in the pr~uitive atateu 

and so, more freedom being gJ;vm to the ind.ividua.1 0 

we naturally find a s·trong tendency for individual 

laughter to euperoede the "oh.oral laur,hte:r.tt of the 

group. Choral ::I.aught er• ru:nvever • will never be 

entirely ousted from everl the most oivil,i~ed eoaiety' 

tor men will always identify him.Belf, though more 

weakly than in the primitive corJ.tmh"li ty, with ~eme . 

social group, and will feel elation e,t its euocesee$, 

and subjeotion at its humiliationa. The father 

tends to laugh when his son laughs g Methodist 

will ahUokle with the l{ethodiat over some joke at 

the expenee oi' the Catholic; the Englishma.!1 will 

join with a fellow-count:rym.e.:n. to la.Ugh at the 0near• 

nees" of' the Bcotchnan 11 and with the Sr.H>tchman to 

pok& tun at ·the Irisbma.n. These allie.noes for the 

aake of mutual aelfeglorifioation are in a ~tate of 

coni5tant flwq 

some fall to piece~ after a few years o~ month_s~ 

v1hilat othere are formed in a moment, eerve their 



(132) 

purpose• and vanish as quickly as they came~ 

The only constant factor throughout all this 

flicker and change of laughter-groupings is that 

all se~ve the one purpose, the gratification of 

the inminct of self-assertion in the in.dividual 

through his identification with the group. 

We have seen that laughter, besides 

aerving as an ex.pres aio1'l of "sudden glory" 1n the 

individual, may be, and often is used by him aa a 

weapon Qf attack and defence in his intercourse 

with his fellow-men; and moat of what we have 

said in this connection will apply. •mutatis 

mutant'lis' • to the laughter of' the group. Al· 

though the· strongly~ established groups which we· 

call nations f may. prefer to :make appeal to the 

more imposing• if aometimea J.,.es's effective weapons 
., 

of diplomacy and wm.~:f'are in their quarrels, wi'th · 

their ne1ghbcn.1rs, the weeJ.re::r: groups are~ aa a 

genera.1 rule, perfeetly sa.tisfied to confine thern ... 

selves to gibes and.laughter. It hae already 

been noted in these pages how laughter acts aa a 

kind of.' social fly-wheel• in tha,t it tends to 

suppress those who threaten society with revolt 

against its con.ventiona,. at the same time that it 
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e;pure on thoae who would cling too blindly to the 

old.11 

niu.st make a painful i111:presaion on th.e person i9-gai.nat 

vtl1om it is directed. . By laughter aooiet:r a:venges 
(1) It 

must not he· imagined, 11.owever, ·that the influei1oe 

or laughter in this direction is all for the gaod11 

lKe..ny excellent irm.crvatioxu~ have 

been mn.othered• a:nd. the l:>i.:rth Gf o·ther1J lcm.g de• 

layed, by the soornful laitghter of :an intole<rant 

society, whilst muoh th.r.it wa3 best in the pa.at has 

been ltl.Ughed to 2.n unt inrnly end . 1,y e. generation 

intcnd.ated. with :tta ow succesees. 

however be 1 t would appear that lau.ghtet• '.0.a'S aocompliahed 

mQre good tha.11 ha!'l11, 1tr. :i:idding society of certain 

nOX:i..OUe gl"OWthaj that '1/;?E'i,'.X fa\ UpOl'l ite Wt'ath~ 

flottrieh under ite legal eu.:pprees:ion 11 and shrivel 

up and <lie only F~t the st.torching touch cf :its ridi ... 

OU.le" 

(l) nergeon: 
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In Qrder to diooover the nature ~nd basis 

of· some of the more permanent of these lau.gh.ter~ 

gl!'oupL"'lgs, it is only necessary to ~pen any oook 

ef al.a, sr.:d.fied tAfunnyo jokes~ aa • for exs.n.1ple, ttC~le •a 

ll\m Dooi;o):'" ~ when one finds such :rough cla.sei:f ioation~ 

o.s the following; Fun about ; • Husbex.1.d and Wif~ • 

Vlomen 9 Mothers .. in Be law, Clothes; Clergymen, 

Tet1.cheX'$ 11 lJoctore 1 LaV!J."e:re., Servantj,1 1 .l'im.ployers & 

Dl'iu1knrds • Mormons t Jews, :mm.inent Men i Ir ishro.en 11 

/imer·ic;,w.n.~io chin.am.en ate~ etc. T'itti~ elaneifioatiol'l. 0 

rifH!~CO. a.a :i:t; iH U.j'.~Otl ·hhe d.i'.t?ectiO'.n Whioh lUGil llaV6 

gf:vari t~ thf!ii~ lo.t'!.glthe:t> in the past• :repxeaentl$J 

the manner 5.n via'i.ch ~!ltH:~iety ha~ uti1i2led .its natural 

~ ..... ou.p:t:ngo, e;f course" have ~:1r:ia€m in a. multitude of 

wa.ys, · nome not evE>,11 remotely oonnaoted with laughter 11 

but. on1:H1i they have 1Jec.:i...n. forrJJ.ed-. ma.JJ. 11:3 .. Si b;v identifying 

himself now with t1d.e gr01.t:P, and nm\J' t-1i th th.at, u$ed 

than n .. s a m.aan.s towP.rds the e-vti.ki11g of the "pa~eion" 

o:f.'~su.dden glciry~• ~ 

There ~'.bro other g:i.;·011ping(j, however~ which 

seem to have J ao th0i1"' nole :t'Unotion * the arousin.g 

of this :reeling of e1e:tio11 3J:1 the mern.11er® oompo sing 

·them• and 'inhi1~h die away (llaon~equently fl with the burst 



ot laughter to ·which they have given birth. · A 

simple ~ample may bring this out more <lle~ly., 

I am in the ha.bit of riding a :peaullar little 

:motor-cycle w'.hioh has the engi:na situated within 

the t:ront wheel: and this machine provides a 

never•failing $OUrce or merr~nent to the children 

playing in the mt:r-eets tb.rough vrhioh I pass on the 

way to College. They i:-1111 leave their me.J.'t)lee• 

akipping. and fighting• and etand in groups on 

t:he roadeida • laughing and pointing finge~ o:f 

acorn at the oddity. Ae soon ae I have paaBed 

however, the groups 'break Ul? 0 and tlle membe;ra go 

on viith their il1:terrupted play. 111o:r the ntoment 

they ha:ve :tdentif'ied thameelvea wit~1 the big world 

whose motor oyclea have the engine a in the oonvei1t ..o 

tonal position. end have joined together w:tth th~ 

oom.roon purpose of triu.mphing over the inferior! ty 

er the "outsider••., :rt i8 not that they despise. 

me• or even the machine which l :rida ...... all of them 

would, indeed" be glad enough to r;oeeees it ~ .. but 

only that ·they :rega.rd the oustom of' the larger 

g'l'oup, to which they belong, as superior ·to that of 

the smaller group, of which I, apparently, sm the only 

member. I have recently tried the eXper:.tment of 



giving different nldldren ehort rides on my way to 

and from Col.lege, and :find tWJ.t • aa fioon a.a a child 

has been ·on the lJ1cyole. he aee,aef:j to join in the 

He haa now a sufficient 

rea.sQn :tor allying lrl.n1sel:f' to my lost cause, e..nd. 

tam1ting with "aour gr~pes~ the unfortunate onea 

v1ho i:u:-e still &.Wai ting their tu.:rn., so that I may 

eventually find myself def ended• rather than atte.Qk• 

ed,by the laughter· of a secure majority, 

Although. w~ have ll:V no means exha.uated 

th$ ri..lruoet infinite poe~lbilitiee of our subject• 

we have i1ow arrived at a point where we oe..n olose 

our treatmEf:nt without leaving it au11Jpended in mi·a ... 

air as it were~ We lt-'l.Ve traced the development 

of laughte1 .. from ~vn lowar:Jt to itn liigheet forms; 

we have seen it as resulting from purely pl1;r~io1ogi~al 

oauses t and a.ga.1n aa the reaction upon a higbl.y ... 

1,ut, in whatever gttise • and under whatever corHlitions 

it h-2a appeared$ we he,ve nlwa.ya detected in it one 

constant el? .. u1.ent 1 the re.ieing of t.l1e individual• by 

soma meana or other !l above the level o:f his fellows, 

or above hie own customary level. 

Perhaps the moat eurpriaing , a.a v1ell 
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We_ have heen aoou.atomed to look u;pon it 

a.e something merry 11 something sooia.1 in which olcl 

enmities a:c•e forgotten. 11 and old friendah.ip!':J renewed; 

and it comae ~u::J a ehook to h.'lve it foroed upon U1$, 

that laughter 11 although it may incidentally :f'Ulf:lll 

such pleaaa~t ~ooial functions, is, in reality, th~ 

instrument of the individual. used by the individual 

for the individual•e own purposes. We have. no 

ant aepeots: 

:fully to diaousa the laughter of' humour, where pity 

mingles w1~ th euperiori ty, ei1d the element of oon ... 

tem1:rt; is thickly overlaid with a rio1?- covering of 

s;yn1patr..y, we might have enrled on ::~b lig)lter :note. 

But the fact remains th,,<?.t, however delightful i ta 

aooompan:!menta, 1;u:Hl however me:rry ita aeaooia.tions, 

laughter is based on a prompting, conaoioua or unp 

often is, purely altru:tatio :tt aa.n never be. As 

:Bt;]f'gl1io11 ha.a sr.:dd• uit ia a froth with a ealine base. 

Like froth it eparklea., It ie gaiety itself. 

:But the philosopher who gather_s o, handf'u.l to ta.ate 



may find that the substance ie saanty • an.cl 

the after ... taate bitter:(l) 

(l) Bergson: 
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comprises work~ whioh I hav~ a()tually 

oorumlted. 

oompriaes worke, wholly o:t .. pa.~l.y d.e• 

. voted to Laughter, to i:1hi<Jh I hav(1 we .... 

farr<.~d, 1'.lU'c which for one reai:Jon or 

e. .. no·th.e)';', I Iw..ve 'been m1able to ooneul t;11 

11The s~1sa ~lf1 Th.uno'ltr~: New York 
1922. 

ttwi t and its 'Helation to the 
Unoonr.rnhn.tsti; t:r.f!l.nt-llated by A.A .. 
Brill• New Yo~k.19164 

J'i.Tticla on °some '111.eo~ien of' 
It8,\tgh.t.e1"'j ~ in ttMindtJ VolliiXXXll-. 
:no .1. 2t7. J'uly 019 2:;. 
~tThe Pt1ycholugy ot r,aug'.ht er and 
Gt"Jmed.yu, Lomlon. t 1923• 

ttAn l~srJay on Oomedy•1 , Lt>ntl.ontl918, 
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Vol11 7,,, 
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~'l1he Physiology Qf Laughter" 11 Vo1.,1. 
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Political and Sneoulativen London. 
1883~ - ~ . 

"Eaea~ on Laughter"* London,1902 • 

.ll, Works in Part Devoted to the Subj eat u 
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~1The Nicomaahee1'1 J 1;thi~ell t tr by 
J.E.O.Welldon, London,1920. 

'721 .. 
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London 1875 
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23. Hazlitt 11 Willirun: 
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