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through adversity? 

The impact of the earthquake on the greening 
of death.
Ruth McManus  
UoC Sociology

1

The socio-political positioning of the dead 

• What does the socio-political positioning of  the dead mean? 

These are two examples of the socio-political positioning the dead: along sectarian (distinct burial sections 
within a “Christian” enclosure) or utilitarian principles (everybody gets one and one size fits all).
Examining the management of the dead is a way to identify and understand the earthquakes’ impact on the 
greening of death.  
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Sustainability and interment pre-EQ: a 
masterplan for Christchurch
• Examining the management of the dead is a way to identify and 

understand the earthquakes’ impact on the greening of death.
• Pre-earthquake: research for the Cemeteries Master Plan revealed that 

• ‘of all the Christchurch residents who die in one year, on average 30% have their 
remains interred in a cemetery, 23 % as full bodies 7% as ashes. The other 70 % are 
either buried elsewhere or cremated and the ashes scattered or interred elsewhere’ 
(Searle 2007).

• Alternative  modes of disposal were under investigation and on the 19th

February 2007, Christchurch City Council Parks and Waterways planner 
Christine Heremoia headed up the first consultation meeting that marked 
the beginning of Christchurch City Council Cemetery Masterplan Plan. 
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Where are the dead in disaster studies? 

• Disaster planning • Memorialisation

Latimer Square triage centre and temporary morgue Feb 2011. 
https://www.odt.co.nz/star-news/star-rebuild/acc-claims-continue-more-
decade-after-christchurch-quakes https://nzhistory.govt.nz/media/photo/canterbury-

earthquake-national-memorial
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Impact of earthquakes on the management of the dead 

The Linwood Crematorium columbarium

“All cemeteries with damaged 
headstones are operational”
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Memorialising the disaster
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Temporary 
memorials 
become 
permanent 
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Post EQ 
management of 
the ‘ordinary’ 
dead. 

https://nzila.co.nz/news/2017/03/christine-heremaia
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The green void 

• Pre- disaster, the management of the dead was being rethought
• During the disaster, budding institutional initiatives were mothballed.
• The post-disaster model of death management is a green void. 

“The official memorials themselves do not incorporate any greening 
aspects or practices. …We can see a hesitancy to explore and develop 
green approaches beyond the most basic and minimal provision.”

This reticence is understandable. 
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Conclusion 
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