
AN INVESTIGATION OF THE SOCIAL BASES, 

ATTITUDES, AND MOTIVATIONS OF MEMBERS 

OF THE CITIZENS' ASSOCIATION FOR RACIAL EQUALITY 

(CHRISTCHURCH) INCORPORATED 

A Research Paper 

presented in partial fulfilment of the 

requirements for the degree of 

Master of Arts in Political Science, 

University of Canterbury, 

Christchurch, New z·ealand 

by 

James F. Brock 

January 1973 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

First, I would like to express my sincere thanks to 

my supervisor, Mr N.S. Roberts (Political Science Department, 

University of Canterbury). Mr Roberts has been extremely 

helpful at all times and has offered me every encouragement in 

• my work. 

I would also like to thank the Christchurch C.A.R.E. 

Committee for their co-operation, and the 153 C.A.R.E. Members 

who returned their questionnaires, thereby making the project 

possible. Finally I would like to thank Mrs Gillian Segar for 

typing my manuscript. 

University of Canterbury, 
Christchurch, New Zealand. 

January 1973 James F. Brock 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Acknowledgements 

INTRODUCTION: (a) Introduction 

CHAPTER I: 

CHAPTER II: 

CHAPTER III: 

CHAPTER IV: 

CHAPTER V: 

(b) C.A.R.E. (Christchurch): 
Background 

(c) The Sample 
(d) Arrangement of Material 

THE SOCIAL BASES OF CHRISTCHURCH 
C.A.R.E. MEMBERS 

(a) Education 
(b) Occupation 
(c) Religion 
(d) Group Membership and 

Political Communication 

POLITICAL ATTITUDES 

(a) Introduction 
(b) Party Affiliations 
(c) General Attitude Patterns 
(d) The South African Tour 
(e) Political Efficacy 

THE C.A.R.E. SAMPLE: INTERNAL PATTERNS 
OF SOCIOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS AND 
POLITICAL ATTITUDES 

(a) Sociological Characteristics: 
Internal Patterns 

(b) Political Attitudes: 
Internal Patterns 

MOTIVATIONS AND CAUSES OF ACTIVISM 

(a) Self-Perceived Motivations 
(b) Religious Motivations 
(c) Special Experiences 
(d) The Cost Factor Of Membership 
(e) Social Mobility As A Factor Of 

Activism 
(f) Family Background 

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR 
FURTHER RESEARCH 

(i) 
(ii) 

(iv) 
(v) 

1 

1 
4 

10 
12 

15 

15 
15 
19 
26 
30 

33 

33 

36 

43 

43 
44 
45 
48 
49 

57 

63 



APPENDICES: 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

1. The Questionnaire 

2. Details of the 1970 Political 
Communication Survey Sample 

3. Details of the 1969 St Albans 
Survey Sample 

68 

77 

78 

79 



Table: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

LIST OF TABLES 

Tertiary Education: National and 
C.A.R.E. Figures Compared 

Faculty Membership: National and 
C.A.R.E. Figures Compared 

Male Respondents' Occupations 

F~rnale Respondents' Occupations 

Specific Vocations Of Male Respondents 

Specific Vocations Of Female Respondents 

Religious Affiliation 

Group Membership 

Occupation By Vote 

Occupation By Vote Intention 

Occupation ~y Party Identification 

Arguments Against The Tour 

Non-Violent Disruption 

Political Efficacy 

Demonstrations 

Church Attendance By Age 

Group Membership By Age 

Age and Sex Of Church Attenders 

Age By Attitude To Private Enterprise 

Age By Non-Violent Disruption 

1 

4 

5 

6 

7 

7 

11 

13 

16 

17 

18 

28 

29 

30 

.31 

34 

34 

35 

37 

38 



Table: 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. • 

Non-Violent Disruption By Occupation 

Conventional Protest Actions By Occupation 

Perceptions Of Attitudes To C.A.R.E. 

Occupational Groupings Of Male Respondents 
And Their Fathers 

Occupational Groupings of Female Respondents 
And Their Fathers 

Fathers' Party Identification By Fathers' 
Occupations 

Party Identification Of Professionals By The 
Occupations Of Their Fathers 

Parental Control 

Dominant Parent 

Parental Interest In Politics 

41 

42 

48 

50 

50 

54 

55 

59 

60 

61 



Figure: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

8. 

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS 

Responses To A Statement About 
Full Employment 

Responses To A Statement About 
Wage Increases 

Responses To A Statement About 
Private Enterprise 

Responses To A Statement About 
A National Shipping Line 

Responses To A Statement About 
Overseas Aid 

Responses To A Statement About 
Education 

Responses To A Statement About 
Church Leaders 

Responses To A Statement About 
Crimes of Violence 

20 

21 

21 

22 

24 

24 

25 

25 



(i) 

(a) INTRODUCTION 

In recent years a number of sociological studies have been 

made of various aspects of the problem of political deviance. 

While several of these have concentrated on the subject of 

'working class conservatism', the reverse case in which members 

of the middle class support left-oriented parties (theoretically 

representing the interests of the opposite class) has generally 

been neglected. 

The more extreme case in which middle class people vigor

ously participate in activist politics has also largely been 

ign~red. So far, the most .important work in this field is 

probably Frank Parkin's Middle Class Radica1ism1 which is basically 

a report of a study conducted on members of the British Campaign 

For Nuclear Disarmament in the early 1960s. Parkin's findings 

have .been supplemented to some Axtent by studie.s of student 

activists in the United States conducted by researchers such as 

Kenneth Kenniston and Richard Flacks. 

The general aim of this study is to cast some light on the 

nature of the involvement in activist politics on the part of 

members of the middle class in New Zealand. 2 In particular an 

attempt will be made to examine the likely factors contributing to 

the emergence of activist behaviour. An 'activist' will be taken 

1Frank Parkin, Middle Class Radicalism (Manchester: The University Press, 1968). 
2As measured by the Congalton Havighurst scale of occupational prestige, The 

term 'middle class' will henceforth be taken to mean individuals involved in 
occupations rated 1 to 4 on the C-H scale and their families. The term 
'working class' will be taken to mean individuals involved in occupations 
rated 5 to 7 on the C-H scale and their families. The Congalton-Havighurst 
scale may be seen in Cora Vellekoop, 'Social Strata.in New Zealand', in 
Social Process In New Zealand, ed. by John Forster (Auckland: Longman Paul, 
1969), pp. 243-245. 



(ii) 

to be a person who: '(a) acts together with others in a group, 

(b) is concerned with some ethical, ideological or political issue, 

and (c) holds liberal or radical views.• 3 

For the purposes of this study a survey of a sample of 

Christchurch C.A.R.E. members was carried out in May 1972. A 

mailed questionnaire was used, a copy of which may be seen in 

Appendix 1. The bulk of this paper will consist of an analysis 

of the results of this survey. 

It is acknowledged at this point that while a group such 

as C.A.R.E. fits into the general category of 'miqdle class activism 

in New Zealand', the extent to which safe generalisations can be 

made about this broad category on the basis of findings on a 

specific group is questionable. In addition, the findings 

pro~ably hold true only for left-oriented groups rather than for 

those of the radical right. For these reasons any conclusions 

made in this paper must be considered to apply in the first 

instance to the case of C.A.R.E. (Christchurch) although it seems 

likely that in certain cases they may apply to the broad category 

outlined above, equally well. 

(b) C.A.R.E. (CHRISTCHURCH): BACKGROUND 

The 'Citizens' Association For Racial Equality 

(Christchurch)' was formed on July 17th, 1969 at a public meeting 

atten~ed by 200 people. The group was formed largely to oppose 

the All Black Tour of South Africa proposed for 1970. From the 

beginning, however, C.A.R.E. concerned itself with a wide range of 

topics in the field of race relations and this concern was embodied 

in a statement of the objects for which the Association was 

established: 

3Kenneth Kenniston, 'The Sources Of Student Dissent', in Student Activism 
ed. by Paul D. Knott (U.S.A.: Brown, 1971), p. 52. 



To ensure that New Zealand so acts at home and abroad 

that her dedication to racial equality can never be 

doubted. 

To study, advocate and support all measures designed 

to promote harmony between the races and equality of 

rights for all individuals regardless of race. 

To detect, publicise and oppose instances of racial 

discrimination wherever they occur. 4 

(iii) 

Topics considered by C.A.R.E. have included: apartheid; 

the question of sporting and other contacts with South Africa; 

New Zealand's policy towards Rhodesia; the Defence and Aid Fund 

For Southern Africa; immigration policies; the re-establishment 

of Te Wai Pounamu Maori Girls' College; the Race Relations Bill; 

Maori representation; the introduction of Maori language classes; 

the establishment of the Te Rau Aroha Maori enquiry centre, and 

local instances of racial discrimination. 

Although the Association has always had a number of such 

topics under consideration, it has tended to concentrate on one 

particular issue each year. In 1969 this was the sporting contacts 

question and the group was very active in its efforts to have the 

1970 Tour of South Africa cancelled. Petitions, demonstrations 

and public debates were organised in opposition to the Tour and a 

large proportion of the Association's membership participated in 

these activities. 

In 1970 much of the group's efforts were directed to a 

drive to raise funds for the Te Wai Pounamu Maori Girls' College. 

Members also devoted many hours to rennovation work on the site of 

the College itself. 

4citizens' Association For Racial Equality (Christchurch) Incorporated, 
'Objects For Which The Association Is Established', (Christchurch, 1972) 
(cyclostyled sheet). 



(iv) 

In 1971, considerable time was spent preparing submissions 

for the parliamentary committee considering the Race Relations Bill. 

For the past year (1972), the Association's chief concern has again 

been the question of continued sporting contacts with South Africa 

and a 'public education' programme designed to stimulate 

opposition to the Springbok Tour of New Zealand proposed for 1973 

has been put into operation. 

C.A.R.E. (Christchurch) Incorporated, does not work as part 

of a national organisation - each C.A.R.E. unit, while sharing· 

similar aims and maintaining some liaison with like bodies, is 

autonomous. There are, in fact, significant differences between 

the policies of the various C.A.R.E. groups. Auckland C.A.R.E., 

for example, has adopted the policy of 'non-violent disruption' 

initially espoused by tbe 'Halt All Racist Tours' (H.A.R.T.) 
• 

organisation, while the Christchurch Association has not. The 

Wellington organisation·has added its own touch of originality by 

calling itself 'W.A.R.E.' (Wellington Association For Racial 

Equality). 

The Christchurch Association operates under a written con

stitution with annual elections to an Executive Committee which is 

responsible for the overall planning and direction of the organis

ation's activities. Since April 29th, 1972, this committee has 

operated two sub-committees. One is concerned with racial matters 

in New Zealand; the other considers overseas affairs, with 

particular reference to South Africa. 

(c) THE SAMPLE 

At the time of sampling there were 319 names of members or 

organisations on the C.A.R.E. (Christchurch) membership lists. 

Before a sample was drawn the names of members living outside a 

fifty mile radius of Christchurch were deleted, as were the names 

of organisations. 



(v) 

Questionnaires were mailed on May 12th, 1972 and five weeks 

later, new questionnaires were sent to those in the sample who had 

failed to return them. Altogether, 153 members returned their 

questionnaires which totalled exactly 90 percent of the sample, 

or 47.96 percent of all names on the membership list (or 53.46 

percent of the names left after deletion procedures had been 

carried out). 

(d) ARRANGEMENT 0F MATERIAL 

In the first two chapters of this paper an attempt is made 

to compare the characteristics of the members of the C.A.R.E. 

sample with those of the wider New Zealand population. In 

Chapter I the sociological characteristics of the respondents are 

examined and wherever possible compared and contrasted with those 

of the general New Zealand population using census figures an9 

other material. In Chapter II the attitudes of C.A.R.E. members 

are compared· with those of a sample of electors drawn from the 

Papanui and ChrJstchurch Central electorates. The attitudes of 

members towards the Springbok Rugby Tour proposed for 1973 are 

also compared with those of the general New Zealand population as 

measured by Public Opinion Polls at various points in time. 

Chapter III is basically a report of a cross-tabulation 

program carried out on the data and an examination is made of the 

varying sociological characteristics and political attitudes 

present within the C.A.R.E. sample itself. An attempt is made 

here to isolate the most radical elements of C.A.R.E. 

In Chapter IV the motivations of the members are examined 

and certain factors related to the emergence of activist behaviour 

are.discussed. Conclusions and suggestions for further research 

are presented in Chapter V. 



1. 

CHAPTER I 

THE SOCIAL BASES OF CHRISTCHURCH C.A.R.E. MEMBERS 

(a) EDUCATION 

C.A.R.E. members generally appear to be very highly educated 

in comparison with the wider population. In the questionnaire the 

respondents were asked whether or not they had received any further 

education or special training after leaving school. Two respondents 

had undergone apprenticeships; six had attended Technical College; 

seven had been trained at Teachers' College, and a further ten had 

followed other non-university courses such as general nursing or 

training for the Ministry. Of most significance, however, was the 

finBing that 111 respondents, or 72.5 percent of the sample, had 

attended university. The following table shows the national figures 

for people who stated in the 1966 Census that they had received at 

least one year of university education and provides some basis for 

comparison. 1 In each case the percentage figures refer to the 

percentage of a particular age group who had attended university. 

TABLE 1: 

Age Grouts 
• (years 

15-19 

20-24 

25-44 

45-64 

65 or over 

TERTIARY EDUCATION: 
NATIONAL AND C.A.R.E. FIGURES COMPARED 

National Percentage of 
University Attenders 

2.7 

9.2 

6.2 

4.3 
2.6 
5.1 (average)* 

C.A.R.E. 
Number 

(3) 

( 16) 

(59) 

( 2 3) 

( 8) 
{109)** 

C.A.R.E. 
Percent 

37.5 

80,0 

76.6 

65.7 

80.0 

** Two respondents claimed to have attended university but 
failed to give their ages. 

* (An Education Department survey conducted in 1969 showed 
that 14.1 percent of boys and 6.8 percent of girls 
intended to proceed to full-time university when they 
left school). 

1 N.Z., Department of Statistics, New Zealand Census of Population and Dwellings, 
1966, Vol. 6 (Wellington: Government Printer, 1969), p. 4. 



2. 

It seems likely that exposure to a university education is 

a significant factor contributing to the adoption of liberal or 

radical attitudes amongst members of the middle class. Studies 

conducted in the United States by researchers such as Selvin and 

Hagstrom, 2 and S.M. Lipset, 3 have shown that students' social and 

political attitudes frequently undergo marked changes with exposure 

to university education, and that these changes are almost always 

in a leftwards direction. It appears that the longer a student 

stays in the university system, the greater are the chances that 

this will occur. 

Similar findings have been made in Great Britain by writers 

4 5 6 such as M. Abrams, R. Rose, and N. Barnes and G. Paton. National 

Opinion Poll surveys in Britain have also indicated that university 

educated members of the middle class are significantly less likely 

• to vote for the Conservative Party than are those who have not 

attended university. 7 

There appear to be two main factors contributing to this 

situation. First, writers such as S.M. Lipset have suggested that 

the formal education system can be viewed as part of the socialis

ation process by which an individual learns, amongst other things, 

the values and ideals of the society in which he lives. The longer 

an individual spends in formal education, the more thorough this 

socialisation process is likely to be and the more committed to 

the society's highest valu~s and ideals the individual is likely 

to become. 

2warren o. Hagstrom and Hanan C. Selvin, 'Determinants of Support For Civil 
Liberties,' British Journal of Sociology, 11 (March, 1960). 

3seymore M. Lipset, 'Opinion Formation In A Crinis Situation,' Public Opinion 
Quarterly, 17 (Spring, 1953), pp. 20-46. 

4M. Abrams, 'Politics and the British Middle Class,' Socialist Commentary, 
October, 1962, pp. 5-9. 

5 Richard Rose, Politics In England (London: Faber and Faber, 1965), p. 59. 
6 Neil Barnes and George Paton, 'Redbrick Student,' Socialist Commentary, 

November, 1962, pp. 23-6. 
7 R. Rose, Politics, p. 59. 
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When the discrepancy between the values preached by society 

and the reality of its actual practices is observed by the highly 

idealistic individual, a radical reaction is often the result. 

This situation is exacerbated by the nature of university 

education which tends to encourage the adoption of a questioning 

and critical attitude in the student. The activities of student 

political groups and magazines further encourage these attitudes 

within the general student body. Certain societal values and prac

tices previously taken for granted by the individual may thus 

eventually be examined in a new critical and detached manner and 

may be rejected as a result. 

This liberalising or radicalising effect appears to be more 

marked in fields of study such as the social sciences and humanities 

rather than in fields of study such as engineering or other applied 

sciJnces, partly because of the content of the subject matter in 

these fields. 

F. Parkin has suggested that the relationship between politics 

and.field of study is also partly explained by the fact that those 

who choose fields of study which encourage intellectual criticism 

and social analysis are often already sympathetic to the liberal 

or non-conformist outlook before entering university. 

In support of this hypothesis Parkin found that those C.N.D. 

members in his sample who were still in sixth forms but intended to 

progress on to university were heavily biased towards entering 

courses in the social sciences or humanities, suggesting that a 

self-selection process was already at work. 8 

The members of the C,A.R.E. sample also reflected this bias 

towards the social sciences or humanities, as can be seen in Table 2 

following. The first column of the table is adapted from a table in 

8Parkin, Middle Class Radicalism, p. 172. 
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the 1972 Yearbook which gives the numbers of students in various 

9 university faculties throughout the country as a whole. 

TABLE 2: FACULTY MEMBERSHIP: 
NATIONAL AND C.A.R.E. FIGURES COMPARED 

Faculty 

Agriculture 

Arts, Music 
and Educati0n 

Commerce 

Engineering 

Law 

Medicine and 
Dentistry 

Science 

Others (Food 
Tech., Phys. Ed., 
Hom~ Science, 
Fine Arts, Vet. 
Science, Surveying, 
Architecture) 

TOTAL 

Percent of C.A.R.E. 
students in No. 
N. Z. 
Unfversities 
1970 

5.2 (1) 

38.7 (77) 

10.5 (5) 

7.4 (7) 

6.7 (1) 

3.8 (3) 

18.2 (13) 

9.5 (4) 
(l F.A., 
2 H.Sc, 
l N.A.) 

100.0 (111) 

Adjustment for 2.3 
students enrolled 
in more than one 
course 

Percent of 
C,A,R.E. 
University 
Attenders 

0.9 

69.4 

4.5 

6.3 

0.9 

2.7 

11. 7 

3.6 

100.0 

N.B. This table has been given an Arts weighting, as 8 C,A,R.E. 
respondents who received an Arts training also received 
training in some other faculty. These were, 2 in Law, 
2 in Science, 2 in Commerce, leach in Medicine and 
Architecture. 

(b) OCCUPATION 

The majority of C.A.R.E. members appear to be drawn from the 

educated middle class and are generally involved in professional 

occupations. Table 3 below shows the occupational groupings of the 

male respondents in the sample. 

9N.Z. Department of Statistics, New Zealand Official Yearbook, 1972 
(Wellington: Government Printer, 1972), p. 220, 
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TABLE 3: MALE RESP.ONDENTS 1 OCCUPATIONS 

Occu:eational C.A.R.E. C.A.R.E. C-H 
Grouping Number Percent Rating 

(Males) 

Professional (56) 71.8 (1-4) 

White Collar ( 4) 5.1 (4-5) 

Skilled Manual (4) 5.1 (4-6) 

Unskilled Manual (1) 1.3 (7) 

Student (11) 14.1 (N .A.) 

N.A. (2) 2.6 

(78) 100.0 

N.B. If a respondent is retired his former occupation is 
given. (Three cases) . 

One group which is difficult to rate on the Congalton

Havighurst scale of occupational prestige is that composed of 

students. The f:irwl r,tatus of the students in the sample is as yet 

undecided, althouqll Lt: seems likely that the majority will become 

employed in the p:cofo:wions or in white-collar work. 

In Table 4 bc,low the occupational groupings of the female 

respondents in tho sample are given. Several respondents reported 

that they were now 'Housewives', but also gave their former 

occupations; a numbor of others stated that they were 'retired', 

but gave their former occupations as well. In the case of each 

of these groups the rospondents have been classified in terms of 

their former occupations. A tutr1J of fourteen respondents have 

been treated ·i,, ; , 

distortion. 

,1( ,· ,:o UJE! L:,1bJc .Ls subject to some 
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TABLE 4: F.EMALE . RESPONDENT.S' QCC.UPATIONS 

Occu12ational Number of Percent of C-H 
Grouping C.A.R.E. ·c.A.R.E. Rating I Femaies Females 

Professional (30) 40.0 (1-4) 

White Collar (11) 14.7 (4-5) 

Unskilled Manual (1) 1.3 (7) 

Housewife (14) 18. '/ (N.A.) 
Student (19) 25.3 (N .A.) 

"ITTT 100.0 

The proportion of both male and female C.A.R.E. members 

engaged in professional occupations is far in excess of that for th~ 

country's population as a whole. The 1966 Census figures for the 

occupational categories of the 'actively engaged population' provide 

some basis for comparison. This is only a very rough guide, however, 

as the figures which follow apply to those in the •~rofessional', 
• 

1Technical and related workers', 'Administrative', 'Executive and 

Managerial workers', and therefore cover a more inflated group than 

that listed in the C.A.R.E. sample tables as 'professional'. Of 

the actively engaged population in 1966, 14.8 percent of males, 

and 19.1 percent of females, (16.1 percent of all groups), were 

engaged in the occupational groupings listed above.10 

C.A.R.E. members appear to be involved mainly in what 

F. Parkin terms the 'welfare' professions. A breakdown of the 

specific occupations o:f th0 '..:,rn1plc' :: rcr,pondents is given in 

Tables 5 and 6 below. 

10 N.Z. Department of Statistics, New Zealand Census of Population and Dwellings, 
Vql. 4 (Wellington: Government Printer, 1969), p. 9. 



TABLE 5: SPECIFI.C VOCATIONS OF MALE RESPONDENTS 

Vocation C.A.R.E. No. Percent of 
C.A.R.E. Males 

Ministers of Religion 

University Teachers 

Students 

School Teachers 

Scientists 

Managerial 

Engineers (4 graduates) 

Clerks 

Solicitors 

Trade Union Secretaries 

Social Workers 

Accountant, Dental Surgeon, 
Librarian, Public Servant, 
(Customs), Sales Rep., 
Doctor 

T.V. Technician, 
Jewellry Engraver, 
Male Nurse, Builder 

• 
Labourer 

N.A. 

(13) 

(12) 

(11) 

(6) 

(5) 

(5) 

(5) 

(2) 

16.7 

15.4 

14.1 

7.7 

6.4 

6.4 

6.4 

2.6 

(2) 2. 6 

(2) 2.6 

(2) 2. 6 

(6) 7.7 
(1 of each) 

(4) 5.2 
(1 of each) 

(1) 1. 3 

(2) 2.6 

mr 100.0 

TABLE 6: SPECIFIC VOCATIONS OF FEMALE RESPONDENTS 

Vocation Number Percent of 
C.A.R.E. Females 

School Teacher 

Student 

Housewife 

Typist/clerk 

Clerk 

University Lectur_er 

Doctor, Occupational 
Nurse, Jqµrnalist 
Civil· Ser\ra11t, J:lrobation 
Officer, Tutor (Tech.Inst), 
Supervisor (Sheltered 
Workshop) 

Cashier, Telephone 
Receptionist, Secretary, 

• Office Worker, 
Receptionist, Proof Reader 

Kitchen Hand 

(21) 

(19) 

(14) 

(3) 

(2) 

(2) 

(7) 
(1 of each) 

28.0 

25.3 

18.7 

4.0 

2.7 

2.7 

9.4 

(6) a.a 
(1 of each) 

(1) 1. 3 mr 100.0 

7. 



8. 

There appear to be two possible ways of explaining the 

relationship between involvement in a professional occupation of 

the social welfare type such as teaching, the church, or social 

work, and membership of an activist organisation such as C,A.R.E. 

First there is the causal type of explanation which suggests 

that the activist temperament is generated by experiences arising 

from the nature of the occupation. N. Glazer, 11 and G.E. Lenski, 12 

have both posited explanations along these lines. This sort of 

explanation, however, ignores the evidence presented by writers 

such as Parkin and Rosenberg which indicates that the activist 

temperament has usually emerged long before job selection takes 

place; indeed, has often begun to appear before the individual has 

left school and chosen a university course amenable to his personal 

values. 

While it is perhaps true that experiences encountered in 

teaching or social work may heighten an individual's awareness of 

urgent social problems, the available evidence suggests that this 

awareness is often present to some degree before the experiences 

occur, and in fact was probably at least partly instrumental in 

leading the individual to choose the occupation in the first 

instance. 

A second explanation of the relationship between occupation 

13 and activism has been offered by M. Ro~enberg and R.K. G6ldsen, 

M. Rosenberg, M.R. Williams and E.A. Suchman. 14 This posits that 

individuals are strongly motivated to enter occupations which are 

most compatible with the values held by the individual concerning 

11Nathan Glazer, The Social Basis of American Communism (Harcourt, Brace and 
World, Inc., 1961), pp. 138-148. 

12Gerhard E. Lenski, 'Status Crystallisation: A Non-Vertical Dimension of Social 
Status', American Sociological Review, 19 (August, 1954), pp. 405-13. 

13Morris Rosenberg, Occupations and Values (Glencoe: Free Press, 1957). 
14 Rose K. Goldsen, et.al., What College Students Think (New York: Van Nostrand, 

1960), pp. 23-59 and pp. 148-152. 
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political or social matters. 

In a study of American college students conducted in 1952, 

Morris Rosenberg and his colleagues constructed a categorical system 

of three major value complexes. By means of a weighted average they 

ranked a series of occupations in terms of the emphasis which people 

planning to enter the field placed on the three value complexes 

(self-expression oriented, people-oriented and extrinsic-reward

oriented). 

It was found that the students planning to enter the fields 

of architecture, art, journalism, or drama were most concerned with 

creativity or the use of their talents in their work, followed by 

natural scientists and social scientists. The fields most strongly 

de-emphasising self-expression in work were the business occupations 

of sales-promotion, hotel management, and real estate or finance. 

The 'people-oriented' value complex was most strongly 
I 

stressed by students planning to enter social work, medicine, 

15 teaching, social science, and personnel work. 

When a second study of members of the same sample was 

carried out two years later, it was found that a high percentage 

of those students who had initially held value-complexes which were 

inconsistant with those held by the majority of the students plan

ning to enter their-field had changed their majors and were now 

training for entry into occupations embodying values with which they 

were more compatible. 16 

Rosenberg's belief that most individuals choose occupations 

which embody the values with which they are most compatible has 

been endorsed by Parkin: 

15 
Rosenberg, Occupations and Values, p. 16. 

16 b'd 19 .!_2:_.' p. • 
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The fields of commerce and private enterprise are 

almost synonymous with capitalism in a way that 

teaching, medical and social work, scientific research 

and the like are not. The political radical's involve

ment in one of these latter occupations would therefore 

be a way of escaping direct implication in capitalist 

economic relations. One could say in fact that the 

professions serve as a kind of 'sanctuary' for the 
middle class radical in that they allow him to achieve 

a high degree of self-identification with his work 

without creating serious strains between his personal 

and occupational values such as would be set up if he 

worked directly in the sphere of business enterprise, 17 

A further factor in the relationship may be that activists 

working in the creative or welfare occupations are less likely to 

experience discrimination on the part of the employer or work 

colleagues than are activists working in commercial occupations 

which are increasingly characterised-by a high interest on the 

part of the employer in his employee's private life. There may 

thus be what almost amounts to a 'Darwinian' process of natural 

selection at work under which activists may give way to social 

pressures encountered at work and either alter or conceal their 

political views, or alternatively, move into an occupation which 

embodies values more amenable to the activist outlook, 18 

(c) RELIGION 

Each respondent was asked if he or she was a member of any 

religious demonination, and if so, which this was. The responses 

are set out in Table 7 below. The figures on the left side of the 

table are taken from the 1966 Census results and refer to the per

centage of the national population falling into each category. 

1 7Parkin, Middle Class Radicalism, p. 187. 

l 8Ibid. , p. 188 • 



TABLE 7: RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION 

Type of Religion 

Anglican 

Presbyterian 

Roman Catholic 
(and Catholic 
undefined) 

Methodist 

Society of 
Friends 

Ratana 

Christian 
undefined 

Percent of 
National 
Po§ulation 
(1 66) 

33.7 

21. 8 

15.9 

7.0 

0.03 

1.0 

0.8 

Other Christian 6.7 
(Baptist, Mormon 
Congregational, etc.) 

All others 4.0 
including Not 
Specified 

Object To State 7.9 

No Religion 1.2 
(so returned) 

C.A.R.E. 
Number 

( 2 5) 

(31) 

(16) 

(8) 

( 7) 

(1) 

( 1) 

{O) 

( 5) * 

(0) 

(59) 

C.A.R.E. 
Percent 

16.3 

20.3 

10.5 

5.2 

4.6 

0.7 

0.7 

0 

3,3 

0 

38.6 

* 2 N.A., 2 members of religion unspecified, 1 Hindu. 

11. 

It appears that C.A.R.E. is under-represented iD terms of the 

national average in all religions except the Presbyterian (which is 

still slightly below the norm), and The Society of Friends which is 

heavily over-represented. As The Society of Friends has a long 

tradition of non-conformity and social protest, this over

representation is not really surprising. 

The most significant feature of these results, however, is 

that the proportion of C.A.R.E. respondents stating that they are 

not members of any religious denomination is far in excess of that 

for the country's population as a whole. This applies even if the 

7.9 percent of the national population objecting to the question 

are co~nted as not being affiliated with any religion - something 

which is impossible to ascertain. 
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It seems likely that the rejection of a religious affili

ation on the part of many respondents represents part of a wider 

configuration of values which can be considered non-conformist-in 

terms of the values held by the wider society as a whole. This 

theme will be explored in Chapter II. 

Of those respondents who did not claim any religious affil

iation, sixteen (10.5 percent of the sample), stated that they were 

'humanists'; sixteen (10.5 percent), that they were 'agnostics'; 

and thirteen (8.5 percent), that they were 'atheists'. A further 

eleven respondents gave answers which could not be classified in 

these terms, such as 'eclectic', or 'humanistic agnostic'. 

(d) GROUP MEMBERSHIP AND POLITICAL COMMUNICATION 

A large proportion of the respondents appear to be engaged 

in considerable political activity apart from their involvement with 

C.A.R.E. Several questions were included in the questionnaire which 

were originally used in the Political Communication survey carried 

out in 1970 by the University of Canterbury Political Science 

Honours class in Electoral Behaviour, under the direction of 

19 N.S. Roberts. In this survey slightly mo:re than two hundred 

respondents sampled from the electoral rolls of Papanui (a 

National electorate) and Christchurch Central (a Labour electorate) 

were interviewed. ~he results of this survey provide a basis of 

comparison for questions about political activities applied to the 

C.A.R.E. sample. 

C.A.R.E. members appear to be more involved in lobbying 

activities than the general population. Only 12 percent of the 

respondents in the Papanui-Christchurch Central sample reported 

that they had written to the Prime Minister, a Cabinet Minister, or 

an M.P., as opposed to 66.0 percent, or 101 of the C.A.R.E. 

respondents. 

19For details of this sample see Appendix 2. 
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The C.A.R.E. respondents appear to be well integrated into 

society in the sense that a high proportion are members of inter

mediate groups and institutions independent of the family and 

state. 

One indication of this is provided by the fact that a high 

proportion of C.A.R.E. members are also members of other voluntary 

organisations with an interest in politics besides C.A.R.E. itself. 

The respondents were asked whether they had been, or were, 

members of any organisations, groups or associations which have 

tried to influence political thinking, other than C.A.R.E. Examples 

given were the Labour Party, the Committee on Vietnam, the Abortion 

Law Reform Association, and H.A.R.T. 

In some contrast to the 15.3 percent of Political 

Communication Survey respondents who stated that they were, or had 

been members of groups which had tried to influence political 

thinking, 65.4 percent of the C.A.R.E. sample (100 members)stated 

that they were, or had been members of such groups. These groups 

broke down into the categories shown in Table 8 below. 

TABLE 8: GROUP MEMBERSHIP 

Type of Group 

Political parties 

Trade Union or F.O.L. 

Professional Associations 
(including P.P.T.A. and 
Students Association) 

Single issue Pressure 
Groups 

Church groups 

Political club, 
e.g. Fabian Society 

Others, e.g. National 
Council For Women 

Volunteer Service 
Clubsr e.g. U.N. Appeals 

Percent of 
Political 
Communication 
Survey 
ResSondents 
Mem ers 

(3) 

(4) 

(2) 

(1.5) 

(1) 

(0) 

(3.5) 

(0) 
(n "' 202) 

Percent of 
C.A.R.E. 
Respondents 
Members 

21. 6 

0.6 

2.6 

48.4 

9.8 

3.9 

11.1 

2.0 
(n "" 153) 
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Many respondents listed more than one group of which they 

were a member. Nineteen respondents listed two groups; fourteen 

listed three groups; fifteen listed four groups; and nine 

respondents listed between five and seven groups. 

The majority of the 68 groups and organisations cited by 

the respondents appear to be of the single issue pressure group 

variety. The most popular groups were as follows: 31 respondents 

reported membership of the Committee on Vietnam; 29 membership 

of H.A.R.T.; 27 membership of the Labour Party; and 18 membership 

of the Campaign For Nuclear Disarmament (C.N.D.) A further seven 

claimed membership of various Mobilisation Committees against the 

Vietnam war, and six respondents reported membership of the 

Abortion Law Reform Association. Organisations with less than 

six respondents included: Ecology Action; The National Party; 

the Bertrand Russel Peace Foundation; The Socialist Action League; 

The New Zealand Race Relations Council; The Homosexual Law Reform 

Society; Amnesty International; The Society For The Protection 

Of The Unborn Child; The Organisation To Halt Military Service; 

The Council For Civil Liberties; and the National Council of 

Churches. 
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CHAPTER II 

POLITICAL ATTITUDES 

(a) INTRODUCTION 

F. Parkin has pointed out that modern industrial societies 

are frequently characterised by their lack of uniformity in the 

normative sphere, and by the existence within any one society of 

a variety of competing and conflicting values, such that many 

opposed patterns of behaviour and belief are given the stamp of 

social acceptability and legitimacy. 1 

The values generally held by Christchurch C.A.R.E. members 

could probably best be described as being 'left-wing', or at the 

very least, as 'liberal', and may be considered as being 'non

conformist' for two reasons. 

First, some values endorsed by C.A.R.E. members, while 

bearing the societal stamp of legitimacy, are not those held by 

the majority of the population in the country as a whole. Second, 

many of them are not the dominant values held by members of the 

middle class in particular, of which the great majority of C.A.R.E. 

members are a part.- To the extent to which these two statements 

are true, C.A.R.E. members may be considered to be in a sense 

alienated from the dominant values held by society as a whole, 

and by the middle class in particular. The aim of the rest of 

this chapter is to explore these two themes. 

(b) PARTY AFFILIATIONS 

In general, members of the middle class in New Zea~and (and 

especially that part of it which is involved in the professional 

1F. Parkin, Middle Class Radicalism, p. 21. 
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occupations), tend to give strong support to conservative parties, 

especially to the National Party. This situation has led Austin 

Mitchell to note that: 

Of all the possible indexes of class, education, 

area of residence, parental backgrounds, occupation 

or income, it is occupation which has the closest 

correlation with vote. 2 

In support of this statement, Mitchell presents a table showing 

the results of a survey of 479 voters in the St Albans and 

Christchurch Central electorates which was conducted in August 

1965. This table is reproduced below. 

TABLE 9: OCCUPATION AND VOTE 3 

Labour National Social Totals 
Credit 

Upper Professional 17 77 6 100 (71) 
and Upper Business 
(Percent) 

Lower Professional 34 55 11 100 (146) 
and Lower Business 

White Collar Workers 32 58 10 100 (7 6) 

Manual Workers 63 28 9 100 (120) 

Unskilled Workers 72 14 14 100 (7 3) 
-:o-=,.J~"""-•__,_,,----., '--~c...,_-=*Q,, 

This table provides a useful basis of comparison for the 

following table which shows the responses by occupation of 

Christchurch C.A.R.E. members to the question: 'If a General 

Election was held tomorrow, which party do you think you would vote 

for?' All figures, except for those in the last column, are 

percentages. 

2Austin Mitchell, Politics And People In New Zealand (Christchurch: Whitcombe 
& Tombs, 1969), p. 212. 

3Ibid., p. 213. 
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TABLE 10: OCCUPATION BY VOTE INTENTION 

Vote Intention 

National Labour other ~ D.K. 'lbtal 
Party Invalid N.A. Nuiiiber 

Vote 

OccuEation: 

Professional 7.0 82.3 2.3 2.3 5.9 (86) 

White Collar 12.5 81.3 6.3 (15) 

Skilled Manual 100.0 ( 4) 

Unskilled 50.0 50.0 ( 2) 
Manual 

Student 13.3 76.6 10.0 (30) 

Housewife 7.1 71.4 3.4 (14) 

N.A. 50.0 so.a (2) 

(n = 153) 

When these two tables are compared it can be seen that the 

C.A.R.E. respondents appear to favour the Labour Party considerably 

more than would be expected by an uninformed observer working 

simply on the basis of their occupational locations and an 

elementary knowledge of voting patterns in the country as a whole. 

In order to find out whether the respondents' support for 

the Labour Party was stronger than that indicated by potential 

electoral support measured at a particular point in time (and hence 

of a possibly temporary nature), the respondents were asked which 

party they usually thought of themselves as being a supporter of, 

speaking in a general sense. The responses are set out in Table II 

below. (With the exception of the last column, the figures are~ 

all percentages.) 
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TABLE 11: OCCUPATION BY PARTY IDENTIFICATION 

National Labour Communist No Party Total No. 
In Part- of 
icular Respondents 

OccuEation: 

Professional 10.6 60.0 1.2 28.2 (86) 

White Collar 6.3 75.0 12.5 (15) 

Skilled Manual 50.0 50.0 ( 4) 

Unskilled 50.0 50.0 ( 2) 
Manual 

Student 3.3 66.7 30.0 ( 30) 

Housewife 14.3 64.3 14.3 (14) 

(n = 151) 

' From these results it appears that the majority of 

Christchurch C.A.R.E. members are fairly constant supporters of the 

Labour Party. In the case of the professionals, especially, (of 

which 60 percent consider themselves to be Labour Party supporters), 

this identification may be considered 'non-conformist' in the sense 

that it is the National Party which is generally supported by 

professionals in the country as a whole. 

Another significant feature of these results is the high 

percentage of all groups of respondents who consider themselves 

to be independent of any identification with a particular political 

party. The vast majority of New Zealand voters seem to have fairly 

constant and lasting attachments to particular political parties -

independence is comparatively rare. Of 202 voters interviewed in 

the 1970 Political Communication survey, for example, only 29 

(14.4 percent) refused to be classified as supporters of a 

particular party. To the extent that some form of party identifi-

cation can be considered as being a norm of New Zealand society, 

it is possible to say that a far higher percentage of C.A.R.E. 

members than is usual in terms of the general population do not 

conform to this particular value, but rather (consciously or 

unconsciously) endorse the less commonly held value of partisan 

independence . 
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A feature of the C.A.R.E. sample outlined in Chapter I 

provides further evidence for suggesting that some C.A.R.E. members 

are alienated from certain central values of New Zealand society. 

This was the result of the question on religious affiliation which 

showed that 38.6 percent of the sample did not consider themselves 

to be members of any religious denomination as compared to 1.2 

percent of the country's population as a whole. 

(c) GENERAL ATTITUDE PATTERNS 

In order to examine the general political attitudes of 

C.A.R.E. members, the respondents were asked to indicate whether 

or not they agreed with a number of statements about current social 

or political issues. Several of these questions were adapted from 

a survey questionnaire on political attitudes conducted in the St 

Albans electorate in 1969 by the Political Science Honours class 

at the University of Canterbury under the direction of D.R. 

Bedggood. The details of the sample involved can be seen in 

Appendix 3. 

The responses of the St Albans sample have been used as a 

basis of comparison for the responses of the C.A.R.E. sample. It 

is acknowledged at this point that the two sets of interviews were 

conducted at separa~e points in time and that as attitudes tend 

to change over periods of time, the comparison may not be a valid 

one. In many cases, however, the response differences between the 

two samples are too great to be realistically attributed to attitude 

changes over the two-and-a-half year period between the two 

surveys and may be regarded as at least roughly reflecting genuine 

attitude differences between the members of the two samples. 
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In the graphs which follow, the responses of the C.A.R.E. 

respondents have been compared with those of the St Albans respond

ents who intended to vote for the National Party in the November 

General Election, and with those of the respondents who intended 

to vote for the Labour Party. As the sample reflected a strong 

bias towards the National Party, (in the order of 10 percent), the 

responses of the sample as a whole have not been used. In order 

to simplify matters the 'don't know' responses have been excluded 

in each case. 

The first four figures show the respqnses to questions on 

economic issues. 

Figure 1: Responses to the Statement: 

Key: 

'We must have full employment, even if it is at 
the expense of economic development' 

= C.A.R.E. response (n = 153) 

= National supporters response (St Albans) (n = 7 5) m = Labour supporters response (St Albans) (n = 62) 

AGREE DISAGREE HAVE RESERVATIONS 

35.1 
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Figure 2: Responses to the Statement: 

AGREE 

'Wage increases should be strictly tied to 
increases in productivity' 

DISAGREE HAVE RESERVATIONS 

Figure 3: Responses to the Statement: 

AGREE 

64.9 

'Private enterprise will produce better results 
than state planning' 

~•.•······ ............ .............. ............... ............ .............. ............. ................ .............. ............... • ............. . ............... ................ ............... ................ ~ ................ ~ 
>••• • 

DISAGREE HAVE RESERVATIONS 

31.4 
• 
> 
> 

,. 



Figure 4: 

AGREE 

Responses to the Statement: 
'New Zealand should have its own national 
shipping line' 

DISAGREE HAVE RESERVATIONS 

68.3 

27.3 
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In each of the above figures the most valid comparison which 

can be made is probably that between the C.A.R.E. members and the 

National Party supporters of the St Albans sample, as these 

respondents generally tend to be involved in middle class prof

essional or white collar occupations. Upon examination it will be 

seen that in each case there is a clear difference between the 

responses of the C.A.R.E. members and those of the National. Party 

supporters. This is especially marked in Figures 2 and 3 which 

are respectively concerned with wage increases and the advantages 

of private enterprise over state planning. In each case the 

responses of the C.A.R.E. members tend to be generally left-wing 

and with the exception of Figure 2, show a closer correlation 

with those of the Labour Party respondents than with their fellow 

middle class National supporters. 

In Figure 1 the responses of C.A.R.E. members and Labour 

Party supporters are similar; however, in Figures 2 and 3, the 

C.A.R.E. respondents appear to be considerably more committed to 

socialist attitudes than do the Labour supporters. Only on the 

specific issue of the desirability of a national shipping line do 

the Labour Party supporters opt more strongly for the left-wing 

response and this question probably embodies as much an element 

of national pride as~ it.does any socialist dogma. 

The following four figures show the responses of the two 

samples to questions of general social or political issues. 



Figure 5: 

AGREE 

Figure 6: 

AGREE 
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Responses to the Statement: 
'1% of New Zealand's national income should be 
channelled into aid to assist in the develop
ment of poorer nations' 

Key: 

DISAGREE 

36.7 

Responses to the Statement: 

= C.A.R.E. response 
(n = 153) 

= National supporters 
response (St Albans) 
(n = 75) 

= Labour supporters 
response (St Albans) 
(n = 62) 

HAVE RESERVATIONS 

29.9 

'Education should be strictly related to 
preparing young people for the job they 
will go to' 

DISAGREE HAVE RESERVATIONS 
92.2 



0 

Figure 7: 

AGREE 

75.0 

_Figure 8: 

AGREE 

84.4 

Responses to the Statement: 
'Church leaders should concentrate less on 
political issues and more on religious affairs' 

25. 

DISAGREE HAVE RESERVATIONS 

24.7 

Responses to the Statement: 
'Crimes of violence should be punished 
more severely' 

DISAGREE HAVE RESERVATIONS 

69.3 
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All of the above figures follow a similar pattern and show 

a substantial measure of agreement amongst the C.A.R.E. respondents 

on all issues and also a strong measure of agreement between the 

supporters of both parties in the St Albans sample. 

In each case, the C.A.R.E. members clearly emerge as hold

ing strongly liberal and humanitarian attitudes which in the last 

three figures at leas~, appear to be at variance with the. dominant 

attitudes held by the general population as a whole, providing of 

course, that the St Albans sample genuinely reflects these. 

(d) THE SOUTH AFRICAN TOUR 

One of the.:::chief concerns of C .A. R. E. has always been the 

question of sporting contacts with South Africa. The major portion 

of the Associations' activities in 1972 were concerned with the 

implementation of a 'public education' programme designed to 

stimulate opposition towards the Springbok Tour of New Zealand 

proposed for 19.73, and it seems· very likely that the Tour will 

again be the main concern of the Association in 1973. 

The respondents were asked several qtie:::1t.ions about contacts 

with South Africa and the actions they would be prepared to take to 

bring these to a halt. One problem with asking questions about the 

Tour is that of devising relatively unambiguous wording, as there 
. ! 

are several issues involved. 

To the first question, 150 respondents (98.0 percent) stated 

that they were personally 'against the proposed South African 

Rugby Tour'. Attitudes towards the Tour throughout the country 

as a whole have changed fairly rapidly and vary considerably from 
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region to region; however, the results of three polls will be 

cited to provide some basis for comparison. 

In February 1972, the Heylen Research Centre conducted a 

nation-wide poll involving 1,000 respondents and found that 66.2 

percent were'In favour of the planned South African Rugby Tour of 

New Zealand next year.' (21.2 percent were against, and 12.6 

percent answered 'Don't know' .) 4 

In July 1972 the National Research Bureau conducted a poll 

of 2,400 people selected by random probability methods from the 

whole New Zealand population. To the question, 'Should the 1973 

Springbok Rugby Team come to New Zealand?', 70 percent answered 

'Yes'; 21 percent 'No'; and 9 percent 'Not sure•. 5 

The second question applied to the C.A.R.E. sample asked: 

'Should the Government intervene in the visit of racially selected 

sports teams to this country?' A total of 77.1 percent of the 

respondents answered 'Yes'; 8.5 percent 'No', and 12.4 percent 

were 'Not sure•. 6 

. The same question asked in the N.R.B. poll conducted in 

July 1972 drew a response of 23 percent for 'Yes'; 67 percent for 

'No', and 10 percent for 'Not sure'. 

From these results it would appear that Christchurch C.A.R.E. 

members generally held minority group opinions in May 1972 on the 
! 

question of the Springbok Tour. 

In order to gain some indication as to why C.A.R.E. members 

were opposed to the Tour, the respondents were given a list of 

arguments against the Tour and asked to number them from 1 to 4 in 

4oepartment of Psychology, University of Auckland, 'Preliminary Results. 
Opinion Poll, Proposed 1973 "Springbok Tour",' Auckland, 1972, p. 7. 
(Cyclostyled) • 

5Ibid. 
6Ibid. 
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the order in which they seemed most important. The results of 

this procedure are set out in Table 12. The order of the statements 

has been altered. The respondents were told that if they did not 

agree that a particular statement was a valid argument against the 

Tour, to leave a gap beside the statement concerned. 

TABLE 12: ARGUMENTS AGAINST THE TOUR 

(1) By playing a South 
African team selected 
on a racial basis, New 
Zealand would held the 
South African Govern-
ment maintain its 
Apartheid policy. 

(2) New Zealand would 
herself be guilty of 
participating in 
racial sport. 

(3) New Zealand's 
reputation would suffer 
greatly in the eyes of 
the rest of the world. 

(4) If the Tour goes 
ahead it is likely that 
the ~lack African 
nations will boycott 
the 1974 Commonwealth 
Games 

First Second Third Fourth No. of 
Reason Reason Reason Reason Respondents 

believing 
reason to 

be invalid 

(120) (22) {3) (2) (2) 

(22) (105) (11) (7) (4) 

(6) (16) (90) (25) (12) 

(1) (2) (30) (98) (18) 

TOTAL 

(149) 

(149) 

(149) 

(149) 

In mid-1972 the National Chairman of the 'Halt All Racist 

Tours' group (H.A.R.T.), announced that his organisation would 

follow a policy of 'non-violent disruption' if the Springbok team 

was selected on a racial basis as was proposed. Later in the year 

this policy was aopted by Auckland C.A.R.E. The Christchurch 

Association has always officially opposed these tactics. In the 

questionnaire the respondents were asked: 
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The Auckland branch of C.A.R.E. has officially stated 
that it will pursue a policy of 'non-violent disruption' 

if the proposed Tour. goes ahead. Do you personally 

approve of this policy? 

To this question 71.2 percent of the sample answered 'Yes'; 

21 percent answered 'No', and 15 percent answered 'Don't know'. 

Those respondents who had answered 'Yes' to this question 

were then asked which, if any, of a number of actions did they 

think that they themselves would be prepared to take. The 

responses are set out in Table 13. 

TABLE 13: NON-VIOLENT DISRUPTION 

(1) Would be prepared to take industrial 
action 

(2) Would be prepared to disrupt matches 
from the sideline {e.g. blow an 
umpire's whistle at tactical moments) 

(3) Would be prepared to join a 'sit-in' 
on the field itself 

(4) Would take non-violent action along 
lines not outlined above 

No. Percent 
(4 2) 27.5 

{ 4 2) 27.5 

{ 44) 28.8 

{64) 41. 8 

{n .,. 153) 

While only a minority of the respondents seem prepared to 

take any of the particular actions outlined above, a total of 97 

(84.4 percent of the ·sample) stated that they would be prepared to 

take at least one of these actions. Fifty-three of the respondents 

were males and forty--four were females. 

Finally each respondent was asked if he would be prepared 

to take part in certain conventional protest actions. 

A total of 143 respondents (93.5 percent) stated that they 

would be prepared to write to the Prime Minister opposing the Tour; 

124 respondents (81 percent) were prepared to assist the C.A.R.E. 

Committee by distributing pamphlets, making posters and phoning 

messages, and 133 (86.9 percent) believed themselves ready to 
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participate in a legal, peaceful demonstration against the Tour. 

The characteristics of these respondents will be examined in 

Chapter III. 

(e) POLITICAL EFFICACY 

The members of the C.A.R.E. survey appear to exhibit a 

fairly high level of political efficacy. Table 14 shows the 

responses to the question: 'How much attention do you feel the 

Government pays to what the people think when it decides what to 

do?' This same question was asked of the Christchurch Central

Papanui sample and the responses of this. group are also shown on 

the table. When the two groups are compared it will be seen that 

the C.A~R.E. respondents appear to be slightly more efficacious 

than the Political Communication survey respondents. 

TABLE 14: POLITICAL EFFICACY (Responses to the question: 
'How muc:::h attention do you feel the Government 
pays to what the people think when it decides 
what to do?' ) 

(1) A great deal of attention 

(2) Quite a lot of attention 

(3) Some attention 

(4) No attention at all 

(5) Don't know, N.A. 

Percent of 
Christchurch 
Central
Papanui 
Respondents 

6.4 

16.3 

61.9 

12.9 

2.5 

100.0 
(n = 202) 

Percent of 
C.A.R.E. 
Respondents 

6.5 

25.5 

64.0 

2.6 

1.3 

100.0 
(n = 153) 
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When the responses to a second question on the effectiveness 

of demonstrations and protests are compared, the gap widens 

considerably. (See Table 15 below). 

TABLE 15: DEMONSTRATIONS {Responses to the question: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

{ 4} 

(5) 

(6) 

'Do you think that demonstrators and protesters 
can achieve a great deal, quite a lot, something, 
or nothing at all?') 

Great deal 

Quite a lot 

Something 

Nothing 

Hurt their cause 

Don't know, N.A. 

Percent of 
Christchurch 
Central
Papanui 
Respondents 

4.0 

9.4 

48.0 

32.7 

4.0 

2.0 

100.0 

(n = 202) 

Percent of 
C.A.R.E. 
Respondents 

17.6 

35.9 

39.2 

o.o 

1.3 

5.9 

100.0 

{n = 153) 

While nearly half of the C.A.R.E. respondents believe that 

demonstrators and protesters can achieve 'a great deal', or 'quite 

a lot', only 13.4 percent of the Political Communication survey 

respondents think this. In addition, about a third think that 

demonstrators and protesters achieve 'nothing' by their activities, 

although none of the C.A.R.E. respondents give this response. 

Finally, the C.A.R.E. respondents were asked to state 

whether or not they thought that the proposed 1973 Springbok Rugby 

Tour would take place. Fourteen percent thought it would; 32 

percent that it would not, and 38.6 percent had reservations. On 

this issue with which C.A.R.E. is very much involved, only a minor

ity of the membership appears to have strong faith in the immediate 

success of the activities of C.A.R.E. and similar organisations in 

bringing about the Tour's cancellation. However, 73.9 percent of 

the respondents stated that if the proposed Springbok Tour took 
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place it would 'probably be the last of its kind'; 4.6 percent 

disagreed, and 11.8 percent had reservations. In the long-term 

scheme of things, then, a majority of the sample appear ,to 

believe in the eventual success of their organisation's activities. 



CHAPTER III 

THE C.A.R.E. SAMPLE: INTERNAL PATTERNS OF 
SOCIOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS AND POLITICAL ATTITUDES 

(a) SOCIOLOGICAL CHARACTER~STICS: INTERNAL PATTERNS 

Age-Sex Composition 
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There appear to be roughly equal numbers of each sex in 

the Christchurch C.A.R.E. organisation - 78 respondents in the 

sample were male, and 75 were female. The members of the sample 

were drawn from a wide range of age groups - 9.2 percent were aged 

under twenty-one years; 28.1 percent between twenty-one and thirty 

years1 25.5 percent.between thirty-one and forty years; 15 percent 

between forty-one and fifty years1 8.5 percent between fifty-one 

and sixty years, and 11.7 percent were over sixty years old, (three 

members being over eighty). 

The members of each sex were generally distributed evenly 

over each age group except for the group aged under twenty-five 

years (65.6 percent of which were females), and the group aged 

between forty-one and fifty years (69.6 percent of which were 

males). 

The Effects of Age 

There appeared to be a steady relationship between age and 

several other variables. First, there was a steady relationship 

between age and affiliation with a religion - only 50 percent of 

the youngest age group acknowledged such an affiliation, but this 

rose steadily through each age group, with 71 percent of the group 

aged over fifty years claiming religious affiliation. A similar 

relationship appeared to exist between age and church attendance; 
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the table below shows the percentages of each age group claiming 

to attend church at least once per month. 

TABLE 16: CHURCH ATTENDANCE BY AGE 

AGE GROUP 

25 and 26-35 36-50 Over 50 
under years years years 

Percent: 28.1 42.3 48.5 58.1 

Total Number in (32) ( 52) (35) (31) each age group 

The older respondents were more likely to be, or to have 

been, members of groups which have tried 'to influence political 

thinking' besides C.A.R.E. The following table shows the percen

tages of each age group who claimed such past or present membership. 

TABLE 17: GROUP MEMBERSHIP BY AGE 

AGE GROUP 

25 and 26-35 36-50 Over 50 
under years years years 

Percent: 53.1 65.4 68.5 74.2 

Total Number in (32) (52) (35) (31) each age group 

Finally, the older age groups were more likely to perceive 

their interest in poLitics and social matters as arising out of 

'special experiences' - the figures rose from 15.6 percent for the 

youngest group to 41.9 percent for the oldest. 

The Effects of Sex 

The male respondents in the sample appeared to be slightly 

better educated than the female respondents - 76.9 percent of the 

males had attended university, compared with 68 percent of the 

females. 
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The males were also more likely to have belonged to a group 

which has tried to influence political thinking other than C.A.R.E. 

- 75.6 percent have been, or are, members of ~uch groups, as com

pared to only 54.7 percent of the females. Of the four most 

_popular groups amongst the C.A.R.E. sample, the male respondents 

were more likely to have been members of the Committee on Vietnam; 

the Labour Party; and the Halt All Racist Tours (H.A.R.T.) organ

isation. The females, however, were more likely than the males to 

have belonged to the Campaign For Nuclear Disarmament, (C.N.D.) 

Finally, females were more likely to acknowledge a religious 

affiliation - 72 percent as opposed to 48.7 percent of the males. 

When church attendance figures are examined, however, the gap 

narrowed, with 46.7 percent of the males in the sample attending 

church at least once a month, and 53.3 percent of the females 

attending this often. 

It was noted previously that there appeared to be a strong 

relationship between age and church attendance. In order to find 

out which of the two variables, age or sex, had the most signific

ant relationship with church attendance, a·cross tabulation was 

run between sex and attendance, the age variable being controlled. 

This procedure resulted in the following table which shows the 

percentages of each ~ge 9.roup attending church at least once per 

month. 

TABLE 18: AGE AND SEX OF CHURCH ATTENDERS 

Asze Grou2 Male Female 

Under 26 years 27.3 33.3 

26-35 years 41.4 56.5 

35-50 years. 59.1 53.8 

Over 50 years 50.0 76.5 

Number of (35) (40) 
attenders 
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While there is not a completely steady relationship between 

the three variables, it would appear that females are generally 

more likely to be church attenders than males in most age groups. 

Age, however, appears to be the most significant factor affecting 

church attendance. 

The Effects of Education 

Those respondents who had attended university were somewhat 

less likely to acknowledge a religious affiliation - 57.7 percent 

as compared to 66.7 percent of the non-university educated 

respondents. 

The university educated were also more likely to belong to 

pressure groups apart from C.A.R.E. Whereas 73.9 percent of these 

respondents reported membership of a group which had tried to 

influence political thinking, only 42.9 percent of the non

university educated reported that they had been, or were, members 

of such groups. 

(b) POLITICAL ATTITUDES: INTERNAL PATTERNS 

While there appeared to be a substantial measure of agree

ment amongst C.A.R.E. members on political questions of a general 

nature such as the desirability of 1% Aid, the punishment of 

criminals and the involvement in politics by ministers of religion, 

there was a good deal less agreement on economic issues, the 

effectiveness of the average citizen on governmental processes, 

and the desirability or otherwise of the adoption of a policy of 

non-violent disruption in the event of the successful staging of 

the Springbok Rugby Tour proposed for 1973. 

In order to isolate the most radical elements of the C.A.R.E. 

sample, a cross-tabulation program was carried out. The most 

significant findings are summarised in the passage which follows. 
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The Effects of Age 

A steady relationship between age and the stance taken by 

respondents on economic questions was found. A common pattern 

emerged with the youngest age cohort (aged under twenty-five years), 

and the oldest (aged over fifty years), holding the most left

oriented attitudes and showing a strong measure of agreement. In 

the table below, for example, responses are shown by age group 

for those respondents who disagreed with the statement: 'Private 

enterprise will produce better results than state planning'. 

TABLE 19: AGE BY ATTITUDE TO PRIVATE ENTERPRISE 

AGE GROUP 

Under 26 26-35 36-50 Over 50 
years years years years 

Percent: 59.4 46.2 48.5 54.8 

Total Number in (32) (52) (35} (31} each age group 

One possible explanation for the occurrence of this attitude 

pattern may be that the youngest and the oldest age cohorts are 

those which are most dependent on the state at the present time -

the youngest for bursary support through university; the oldest 

for their pensions. As such, these two groups are more likely to 

regard the financial activities of the state with favour than are 

those in the two middle age cohorts who are providing the bulk of 

the finances for these activities. 

There appeared to be a steady relationship between age and 

political actions already accomplished - 56.3 percent of the young

est group reported having written a letter to the Prime Minister, 

a Cabinet Minister, or an M.P.; this figure rose steadily through 

the age groups until it reached 80.6 percent for the oldest cohort. 
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The youngest members, however, seemed to be the most radical 

in regard to the proposed Springbok Tour. There was a steady 

relationship between age and the actions the respondents felt they 

would be prepared to take in order to disrupt the Tour. In the 

following table the responses are shown by age group for those 

members who felt they would be prepared to take two or more of the 

disruptive actions outlined in Table 13. 

TABLE 20: AGE BY NON-VIOLENT DISRUPTION 

AGE GROUP 

Under 26 26-35 35-50 Over 50 
years years years years 

Percent: 53.1 40.4 17.1 9.7 

Total Number in (32) (52) (35) (31) each age group 

The two youngest age cohorts also appeared to be more 

prepared to take conventional protest action over the Tour .than the 

older groups~ This sort of action seemed to find most favour with 

the group aged between twenty-six and thirty-five years. A total 

of 88.5 percent of this group believed they would be prepared to 

write to the Prime Minister opposing the Tour, to assist the 

C.A.R.E. committee by distributing pamphlets, making posters and 

phoning messages; anq to take part in a legal, peaceful demon

stration. Seventy-five percent of the youngest age group felt 

they would be prepared to take these actions; the figures then 

fell to 65.7 percent and 61.3 percent for the two oldest age 

cohorts respectively. 

The Effects of Sex 

Sex appears to be a significant factor affecting political 

attitudes. First, the males in the sample seem to have higher 

perceptions of political efficacy; for example, 39.7 percent 

believedthat the Government pays a 'great deal or quite a lot of 
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attention to what the people think when it decides what to do', 

as compared to only 24 percent of the female respondents who thought 

this. 

The male respondents appeared to have more socialistic 

attitudes to all economic issues; for example, 61.5 percent agreed 

with the statement: 'We must have full employment even if it is 

at the expense of economic development', as compared to only 46.7 

percent of the females who agreed with this. 

Approximately equal numbers of male and female respondents 

reported having written letters to politicians in the past, and 

approximately equal numbers stated that they would be prepared to 

take conventional protest actions against the Springbok Tour. 

Males, however, were more likely to feel that they would be 

prepared to take non-violent disruptive actions against the Tour; 

35.9 percent would take two or more of the actions listed in 

Table 13, but only 26.7 percent of the females felt prepared to 

take two or more of these actions. 

The Effects of Religious Affiliation 

Those in the sample who acknowledged a religious affiliation 

tended in general to be more conservative than those who did not. 

Religious affiliates were less likely to have left-wing attitudes 

towards economic issues;· for example, 4 3 percent disagreed with the 

statement 'Private enterprise will produce better results than 

state planning', as compared to 61.5 percent of the non-affiliates. 

Affiliates were less likely to have written letters to 

politicians - 62.5 percent as compared to 70.8 percent of non

affiliates who had written. 

Affiliates were less prepared to take radical action against 

the Tour - 26.6 percent thought that they would be prepared to take 

two or more of the actions listed in Table 13; 38.5 percent of the 
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non-affiliates believed that they would take these actions. When 

sex was exercised as a control variable, religious affiliation 

still exercised a strong influence on the respondents' readiness 

to take radical action. Affiliates, however, were more prepared 

than non-affiliates to take conventional protest action against 

the Tour; 75 percent believed they would be prepared to carry out 

the three groups of actions listed, as compared to 72.3 percent of 

the non-affiliates who would take these actions. 

The Effects of Education 

Those respondents who had some university education tended 

to exhibit higher feelings of political efficacy; for example, 

36.9 percent thought that the government pays a 'great deal or 

quite a lot of attention to what the people think when it decides 

what to do', as compared to 19 percent of the non-university 

educated respondents who thought this. 

The university educated members tended to be slightly more 

left-oriented in their attitudes towards economic issues than the 

non-university educated; for example, only 23.4 percent believed 

that 'Wage increases should be strictly tied to increases in 

productivity', as compared to 40.5 percent of the non-university 

educated who thought this. 

The university educated also tended to be more radical in 

their attitudes towards the Tour; 35.1 percent believed they would 

be prepared to take more than one of the actions listed in Table 13; 

only 21.4 percent of the non-university educated would take more 

than one of these. Finally, 76.6 percent of the university 

educated would be prepared to take all three of the conventional 

protest actions as compared to 66.7 percent of the non-university 

educated. 
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The Effects of Occupation 

In terms of attitudes towards economic issues, the manual 

workers in the sample appeared to be the most left-oriented. They 

were closely followed by the university lecturers and students, 

ministers of religion, teachers, other professionals, and white 

collar workers followed with housewives exhibiting the most 

conservative attitudes. 

In the table following the responses are set out by 

• occupation for those respondents who would be prepared to take 

more than one of the non-violent disruptive actions listed in 

Table 13. Manual workers and students appeared to be most radical; 

university lecturers and housewives the least. 

TABLE 21: NON-VIOLENT DISRUPTION BY OCCUPATION 

Manual Students Other Teachers Ministers White Univer- House-
Workers Profes- of Collar sity Lee- wives 

sionals Religion turers 

66.7 51.7 43.3 23.3 23.l 18.8 7.7 7.1 

Number in each occu~ation: 

(6) (29) (30) (30) (11) (16) (13) (14) 

In the responses to questions on readiness to take protest 

action along more conventional lines, the positions were altered 

rather dramatically, _wit_h the manual workers falling into the last 

place. 

The percentages of each occupation who expressed their 

readiness to engage in all three of the non-violent actions listed 

are shown in Table 22. 
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TABLE 22: CONVENTIONAL PROTEST ACTIONS BY OCCUPATION 

Ministers Other White Teachers Students House- Univer- Manual 
of Profes- Collar wives sity Lee- Workers 
Religion sionals turers 

84.6 76.7 75.0 73.3 72.4 71.4 69.2 66.7 

Number in each occu~ation: 

(11) {30) (16) (30) (29) (14) (13) (6) 
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CHAPTER IV 

MOTIVATIONS AND CAUSES OF ACTIVISM 

a) SELF-PERCEIVED MOTIVATIONS 

The respondents were asked why they had joined C.A.R.E. 

number of possible reasons was outlined and each respondent was 

.sked to choose the most important reason for his or her particular 

·ase, or to outline another reason if the categories offered were 

ionsidered inappropriate. 

The largest group of respondents were those who reflected 

.he broad range of interests expounded in C.A.R.E.'s official 

:tatement of aims by replying that they joined C.A.R.E. because they 

~re concerned with a wide range of racial issues on an international 

.evel. A total of seventy-four respondents (48.4 percent of the 

:ample), stated that they had joined for this reason. 

The two second most important reasons opted for by approx

.mately equal numbers of respondents (nineteen and eighteen respect

.vely), were first - a special interest in fighting apartheid; 

Lnd second - a special interest in fighting racial discrimination 

.n New Zealand. Another thirteen respondents stated that they had 

1oined because they were especially concerned about the 1970 or 

.973 South African Rugby Tours and their effects. Four respondents 

:ailed to answer the question, and a further twenty gave two or 

10re answers. Finally, five respondents volunteered reasons which 

,ere not included in the available categories. One of these 

joined as a result of concern over the Rhodesian situation 

;timulated by a visit by Judith Todd; another expressed concern 

>Ver the disintegration of the Commonwealth and saw C.A.R.E. as 

laing something towards the prevention of this. 
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A third joined to provide liaison between C.A.R.E. and the Halt 

All Racist Tours Organisation; a fourth expressed general support 

for C.A.R.E.'s work in New Zealand race relations and a fifth 

summed up his motivations with a quote from Elvridge Cleaver: 

'If you are not part of the solution, you are part of the problem'. 

(b) RELIGIOUS MOVITATIONS 

In Chapter .I it was shown that a high proportion of Christ

church C.A.R.E. members do not claim to be affiliated with any 

religion. The remaining 92 respondents who did acknowledge such 

an affiliation were asked how often they attended 'church' on 

average. The results of this question showed a very high rate of 

church attendnace amongst religious affiliates. Sixty-six 

respondents, or 71.7 percent of the affiliates, stated that they 

attended church about once per week, and a further nine(9.9 percent) 

claimed to attend about once a month. 

The role of extended formal education as an agent of the 

socialisation of society's highest values has already been discus~ 

sed. It was suggested in Chapter I that this process of what could 

almost be called 'over-socialisation' may result in a radical 

reaction on the part of the individual concerned when he becomes 

aware of the discrep~ncy between the values preached by society 

and the reality of what is actually practised. It seems possible 

that religious institutions may play a similar socialising role. 

The teachings of the church usually advocate the practice of 

·society's highest values and ideals, and it seems possible that 

the sometimes resulting high level of commitment on the part of 

some recipients to these values, may give rise to a similar radical 

reaction when the discrepancy between the real and the ideal is 

realised. 

While it seems likely that most of the individuals concerned 
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were unaware of the workings of this process when they first became 

involved in activist politics, some evidence was found to suggest 

that a certain number of C.A.R.E. members may be partially motiv

ated to participate out of a conscious desire to give practical 

expression to deeply held religious convictions. This hypothesis 

receives a measure of support when the replies to question 31 are 

examined. This question asked: 'Do you think your interest in 

politics and/or social matters arose as a result of one of your 

experiences in particular? (e.g. the Depression)' Of the forty

nine respondents who stated that they thought it did, fourteen 

gave answers which were in an expressly religious vein, such as: 

'My concern as a Christian'; 'Taking the gospel seriously',, and 

'My experience of the reality of Christianity'. 

The hypothesis receives further support when it is remember

ed that eleven of the male respondents are ministers of religion. 

(c) SPECIAL EXPERIENCES 

The remaining responses to the question on special experi

ences fell into several distinctive groups. There appears to be 

a common feeling running through nearly all of these responses, 

however. This is a sense of reaction - reaction against events or 

situations in which humanitarian values and ideals have been 

challenged and overridden. There is a common theme of reaction 

against discrimination, either experienced personally, or observed 

directed against others. This is often followed by an expressed 

desire to 'do something about it'. 

The respondents' own words have been used wherever possible 

in outlining the results of this question. 

The first group of replies were those which reported personal 

experiences of discrimination or hardship and a reaction against 

these. There were nine replies in this vein, five of which related 
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cases of personally experienced discrimination such as: 

'In attempting to become an architect, I experienced 

discrimination against women at first hand. It was not 

the other architects (usually), but other groups which 

denied me the right to the role of architect until I 

proved myself anew on each job - clients, builders, sub

contractors, etc •.. This has made me more easily able 

to sympathise with the victims. of discrimination when 

I observe it.' 

(Post-graduate Sociology student, previously architect). 

'As a member of an often persecuted minority group I 
identified at an early age with groups, people and causes 

similar in situation. So I have, and will continue, to 

work for those groups and social justice, as I know what 

it feels like to. be in their position. i.e. to work for 

the underdogs and for the betterment of all people in the 

belief of their intrinsic worth.' 

(Post-graduate Socielogy student, male). 

Four respondents reported experiencing hard times of an 

economic nature, for example: 

'I had an Irish family background with a Depression 

childhood.' (Solicitor, male). 

A second group of sixteen respondents gave replies which 

expressed reaction against social conditions or cases of discrimin

ation which they had observed while overseas. Six respondents 

gave answers of this kind, such as: 

'A year spent living in Hong Kong made me more aware of 

social problems.' (Primary school teacher, female). 

'Some time in the U.S.A. awoke me to the horrors of 

(a) racism, and (b) capitalistic society and its lack 

of concern for the working man.' 

male). 

(University lecturer, 



Seven respondents gave answers relating to cases of 

discrimination which they had observed in New Zealand: 
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'While employed to run an accommodation bureau for ·a 

land agent I found a marked discrimination by landlords 

against Maoris. I decided to do something about it.' 

(Public servant, female). 

'Up until the 1951 Waterfront Dispute I had not been 

much interested in politics. However, because of personal 

involvement with certain people at this time I quickly 

became aware of the deceit of the National Party and the 

whole establishment towards the watersiders. This changed 

my outlook and my attitude to many of the problems of the 

day, and set me on quite a new line of thinking.' 

(Post Office clerk, male). 

'My interest in politics and social matters was probably 

the result of a very conventional upbringing in a middle 

class home where coloured people were generally quite 

automatically considered as orderlies, houseboys, ships 

crew, etc. and where even in the twenties - the utter 

hopelessness of the workless was somehow "their own 

fault". In youth I took the opposite view, naturally.' 

(Secondary teacher, female). 

A final identifiable group of respondents were those who 

attributed their interest to the example set by other people -

parents, friends, teachers or public speakers. There were ten 

responses of this kind, .for example: 

'My interest arose as a result of my parents' example of 

interest and concern.' 

(Retired secondary school teacher, now housewife). 

'My family was actively involved in politics'. 

(Student, female). 
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'Representing the New Zealand Presbyterian Church at 

the World Council of Churches Assembly in Evanston, 

U.S.A. in 1952, meeting many wonderful black people and 

hearing Dr Benjamin Rays give a superb address about the 

whole question of race relations, certainly shaFpened 

my awareness of the cruelty and evil of racism. 

(Housewife). 

THE COST FACTOR OF MEMBERSHIP 

In order to find out whether membership of C.A.R.E. involved 

a cost-factor in terms of inter-personal relationships, the 

respondents were asked to categorise the general attitude towards 

C.A.R.E. of their friends, families, work colleagues and employers. 

This procedure produced the results shown in Table 23. The figures 

are all percentages of the total sample. 

TABLE 23: PERCEPTIONS OF ATTITUDES TO C.A.R.E. 

Generally Generally Generally Don't Total 
approved indifferent hostile know 

Your Family 63.4 21. 6 8.5 6.5 (100) 

Your Closest 75.8 16.3 1.3 6.5 (100) 
Friends 

Your Work 24.8 31.4 12.4 31. 4 (100) 
Colleagues 

Your Employer 14.4 17.65 9.15 58.8 (100) 

(n - 153 

From these results it appears that for the majority of mem-

bers, involvement with C.A.R.E. is unlikely to produce tensions 

between themselves and the people with whom they come into the 

closest contact. For a minority, however, membership of C.A.R.E. 

does involve some cost. One respondent wrote: 

'My husband has travelled widely and believes in C.A.R.E. 

However, my stepfather ordered me out of the home.' 

(Housewife) . 
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Another wrote that his family was hostile 'not because of 

what C.A.R.E. stands for, but because they feel it has a Communist 

background.' (Student, male). 

It is interesting to note that only fourteen respondents 

felt that their employers were hostile to C.A.R.E., and that 

ninety did not even know their employer's attitude. This finding 

may be partly explained by one noted previously - that the majority 

of C.A.R.E. members are involved in occupations of the creative or 

welfare type which are generally characterised by a low interest 

on the part of the employer in the employee's private life. 

A cross-tabulation programme was carried out on this data 

but failed to isolate any special features common to the respond

ents who perceived feelings of hostility towards C.A.R.E. on the 

part of their personal contacts. 

{e) SOCIAL MOBILITY AS A FACTOR OF ACTIVISM 

Studies of student activists in the United States have 

consistently found that a disproportionate number are drawn from 
. 1 

professional families of upper middle-class status. To the 

present writer's knowledge, no work has as yet been carried out 

on the occupational locations of the parents of activists in older 

age groups. In the following two tables the broad occupational 

groupings of C.A.R.E. members and their fathers are shown. 

1For a list of studies with such findings see Richard Flacks, 'The Liberated 
Generation', student Activism, ed. by D. Knott (Iowa: W.C. Brown Co., 1971), 
p. 52. 



TABLE 24: 

Occupational 
Group 

Professional 

White Collar 

OCCUPATIONAL GROUPINGS OF MALE RESPONDENTS 
AND THEIR FATHERS 

Fathers Percent ·Sons Percent C-H 
No. No. Rating 

(36) 46.2 (56) 71.8 (1-4) 

(6) 7.7 ( 4) 5.1 (4-5) 

Skilled Manual (16) 20.5 (4) 5.1 (4-6) 

Unskilled (6) 7.7 (1) 1.3 (7) 
Manual 

Farmer (11) 14.1 (0) o.o (2-6) 

Student (O) 0.0 (11) 14.1 (N .A.) 

N.A. (3) 3.8 (2} 2.7 

TT8l"" 100.0 mT 100.0 

TABLE 25: OCCUPATIONAL GROUPINGS OF FEMALE RESPONDENTS 
AND THEIR FATHERS 

Occupational Fathers Percent Daught,-,Percent C-H 
Group No. ers No. Rating 

Professional (42) 56.0 (30) 40.0 (1-4) 

White Collar (7) 9.3 (11) 14.7 (4-5) 

Skilled Manual (10) 13.3 (4-6) 

Unskilled (4) 5.3 (1) 1.3 (7) 
Manual 

Student (19) 25.3 (N .A.) 

Farmer (7) 9.3 (2-6) 

Housewife (14) 18.7 (N .A.) 

N.A. (5) 6.7 

mr 100.0 (75) 100.0 
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From these results it can be seen that in general, the 

fathers of C.A.R.E. members, like themselves, are involved in 

professional occupations. In this respect these findings are 

similar to those made in studies of student activists in the United 

States. This is not true of all respondents, however. 

Two groups in Table 24 which are difficult to rate on the 

Congalton-Havighurst scale of occupational prestige are students 

and farmers. As was mentioned previously, the final status of the 
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students in the sample is as yet undetermined. A second categor

isation difficulty arises with respondents listing their father's 

occupation as 'farmer' as the C-H rating depends upon factors such 

as the size of the farm and whether or not it is owned by the 

individual concerned. Unfortunately this problem was not foreseen 

in advance and these factors were not ascertained in the survey. 

As there are equal numbers of students and farmers, the two groups 

tend to balance each other to some extent and will be treated as 

having an indeterminate social status. 

When the rest of the table is examined it will be seen that 

the respondents tend to fall into the higher categories of the C-H 

scale more often than do their fathers. In particular, while twenty

two fathers are involved in manual occupations of some description, 

only five sons are involved in these. In addition, twenty more 

sons than fathers have professional occupations. It would seem 

then, that a significant proportion of male C.A.R.E. members may 

be regarded as upward social mobiles. The situation amongst the 

female respondents is less clear, as a total of 33 respondents 
' 

(students and housewives), have an indeterminate social status. 

Again, however, it seems likely that the majority of the students 

will become involved in professional or white collar occupations 

and given the general social composition of the sample, it is 

possible that a number of the 'housewives' are married to prof

essional men, although of course this is sheer speculation. 

It would appear, then, that slightly under a third of the 

male, and at least fourteen of the female respondents have working 

class backgrounds, and that the majority of the males at least, 

have risen in the social scale to occupy professional occupations 

in the middle class. 

After these results were examined it was hypothesised that 

for those respondents who were upward social mobiles, a working 
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class background may have been a significant factor contributing to 

the emergence of activist behaviour, because these individuals 

would be more likely to have been socialised at an early age into 

the political beliefs and values of the working class. The beliefs 

and values of this class are generally more left-oriented than 

those of the middle class from which the families of the majority 

of the respondents were drawn. As has been shown they are also 

closer to some of the values held by the members of activist bodies 

such as C.A.R.E.; in particular to values concerning economic 

questions such as the relative merits of private enterprise and 

state control. 

The respondents with working class backgrounds could thus 

be said to have been given a 'head start' on those from middle 

class families in the sense that their basic political philosophies 

would have had to undergo less alteration to make them amenable to 

the values espoused by the .members of left-oriented activist groups 

such as C.A.R.E. 

In order to gain some evidence to support this hypothesis, 

the political party affiliations of the respondents and their 

parents were examined. Before the results of this are outlined, 

however, it is necessary to diverge briefly from the main topic 

under consideration. 

The Socialisation of Political Partisanship 

The adoption by an individual of an attachment to a 

particular party is part of a broader process which may be described 

as 'political socialisation'. For present purposes this will be 

regarded as being 'The process mediated through various agencies 

of society by which an individual learns politically relevant 

2 
attitudinal dispositions and behaviour patterns.' Included in 

these agencies are such broad categories as the school, family, 

2 
Kenneth P. Langton, Political Socialisation (New York: Oxford University 
Press, 1969), p. 5. 
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peer group and mass media. 

While there has been considerable disagreement over the 

relative importance of various agencies in the overall socialis

ation process, writers in both the United States and the United 

Kingdom generally agree that in the particular instance of the 

socialisation of partisanship, the family is by far the most 

influential. The evidence for assuming this takes two main forms. 

First, there is a large body of data which points to a 

strong inter-generational continuity in adult party preferences. 

In the United Kingdom, for example, D. Butler and D. Stokes have 

shown that in approximately ninety percent of cases where parents 

are united in their party preferences the child supports the same 

t ' h' f' t 3 par yin is irst voe. 

The second body of evidence comes from the studies of young 

United States schoolchildren carried out by researchers such as 

F. Greenstein, 4 R.D. Hess and J,V. Torney, 5 D. Easton and J. 

Dennis, 6 and H. Hirsch. 7 These writers have found that between 

55 and 70 percent of the children studied appeared to have adopted 

party preferences by the time they had reached fourth grade (age 

around nine years), and that this preference was nearly always the 

same as that of the parents. 

-
Where the partisanship of the parent is known and different, 

the partisanship of the child generally shows a closer correlation 

with the party of the mother. Because women are generally less 

3David Butler and Donald Stokes, Political Change in Britain (London: 
Macmillan and Co., 1969), p. 38. 

4Fred Greenstein, Children and Politics (New Haven and London: Yale University 
Press, 1969). 

5R.D. Hess and Judith V. Tomey, The Development of Political Attitudes in 
Children (Chicago: Aldine Publishing Company, 1967). 

6David Easton and Jack Dennis, Children in the Political System (New York: 
McGraw-Hill, 1969). 

7Herbert Hirsch, Poverty and Socialisation (New York: Holt, Rhinehart and 
Winston, Inc., 1971). 
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politicised than men in western societies, however, the partisan-

ship of the other is less often visible and that of the father 

usually provides a better guide to the partisanship of the child. 8 

While there has been little research on political social

isation carried out in New Zealand, A. Mitchell in his 1966 

Christchurch survey reported finding a high level of inter

generational continuity bf partisan preference. It was found that 

between 63 and 82 percent (depending on age groug, of the respon

dents reported casting their first vote for the party supported 

by the father. 9 

In the table below the political parties supported by the 

respondents' fathers are shown grouped according to occupation. 

TABLE 26: 

Party: 

National 

Labour 

Other Party 

Not 
Ascertained 

Number 

FATHERS' PARTY IDENTIFICATION BY FATHERS' OCCUPATIONS 

Profes
sional 

43.6 

37.2 

0.0 

15.4 

100.0 

(7 8) 

OCCUPATIONAL GROUP 

White 
Collar 

46.2 

46.2 

0.0 

7.7 

100.0 

(13) 

Skilled 
Manual 

26.9 

42.3 

7.7 

23.1 

100.0 

(26) 

Unskilled Farmer 
Manual 

o.o 50.0 

90.0 27.8 

10.0 5.6 

o.o 6.7 

100.0 100.0 

(10) ( 18) 

An interesting feature of these results is the relatively 

high proportion of professionals who supported the Labour Party. 

In some cases, a Labour Party identification which may be considered 

'non-conformistJ in terms of middle class norms, may thus be passed 

on from generation to generation by family socialisation processes. 

8Butler and Stokes, Political Change, p. 48. 
9Mitchell, Politics, p. 209. 
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In general, however, the results follow the normal New 

Zealand voting patterns with the majority of those working in the 

manual sector supporting the Labour Party, and most of the non

manual workers supporting the National Party. 

In order to establish whether those respondents with 

working class backgrounds were more likely to identify with the 

Labour Party than those with middle class backgrounds a cross

tabulation was run between the occupation of the father and the 

party identification of the respondent, the respondents' occupat

ions being exercised as a control variable. This procedure 

resulted in the following table which shows the party identification 

of respondents in professional occupations grouped according to the 

occupational categories of the fathers. 

TABLE 27: PARTY IDENTIFICATIONS OF PROFESSIONALS 
BY THE OCCUPATIONS OF THEIR FATHERS 

RESPONDENTS' PARTY IDENTIFICATION 

National Labour Independent Other 

Father's Occueation: 

Professional 10.9 54.3 32.6 2.2 
(5) (25) (15) ( 1) 

White Collar o.o 57.1 42.9 
(0) (4) (3) 

Skilled Manual 6.6 81.2 12.5 
(1) (13) (2) 

Unskilled 20 .o- 60.0 20.0 
Manual (1) (3) (1) 

Farmer 22.2 66.7 11.1 
(2) (6) (1) 

N.A. 100.0 
(3) 

(n = 86) 

Totals 

100.0 
(46) 

100.0 
(7) 

100.0 
(16) 

100.0 
(5) 

100.0 
( 9) 

100.0 
( 3) 

From this table it can be seen that those respondents in 

professional occupations who had fathers working in the manu.al 

sector express support for the Labour Party far more solidly than 

do those whose fathers were in professional occupations. Those 

respondents with professional fathers are.more likely to move into 
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the 'independent' category, possibly because they have been brought 

up by parents who were likely to be National Party supporters and 

cannot bring themselves to make the complete break with the parental 

party which a complete reversal of partisan identification would 

involve. 

Insofar as a Labour Party identification is a characteristic 

of a majority of C.A.R.E. members, it is probably true to say that 

those respondents with Labour Party identifications from working 

class backgrounds may have moved more easily into the general 

philosophical position characteristic of the majority of C.A.R.E. 

members. 

A second matter of some significance is the question of 

political deviance - those professionals with working class origins 

and Labour Party identifications cannot be viewed in quite the same 

way as those with Labour Party identifications but middle class 

backgrounds. This is because the first group deviate only from the 

norms of the professional sector of the middle class but not from 

the norms of the families and social milieux in which they grew up. 

Labour Party identifying professionals from middle class backgrounds 

are more likely to have broken away from the political outlooks of 

both their families (who were predominantly National Party support

ers) and from the po;iti_cal norms of the professional sector as a 

whole. In this sense they possess what could almost be regarded as 

a 'dual deviance' s~ndrome. 

The evidence presented in this paper in support of the 

hypothesis that upward social mobility may be a significant feature 

of middle class activists and a possible factor contributing to 

the emergence of activist behaviour is of a severely limited nature, 

partly because this possibility was not formulated in advance of 

the implementation of the survey programme. It is suggested, 

however, that the subject could prove to be a fruitful one for 
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further research on activist groups. 

(f) FAMILY BACKGROUND 

Studies of student activists in the United States have 

generally found that the parents of activists, while being less 

radical than their children, are decidedly more liberal than others 

of their status. Richard Flacks, for example, in a comparative 

study of student activists and non-activists found that while 40 

percent of the non-activists' fathers stated that they were 

Republican, only 13 percent of the activists' fathers claimed a 

Republican identification. While only 6 percent of the non

activists' fathers were willing to describe themselves as 'highly 

liberal' or 'socialist', 60 percent of the non-activists' fathers 

accepted such a designation. Forty percent of the non-activists' 

fathers described themselves as 'conservatives'; none of the 

activists' fathers would do so. In addition, responses to a series 

of 6-point scales on which respondents rated their attitudes on 

such issues as the United States bombing of North Vietnam; U.S. 

troops in the Dominican Republic; civil rights protests involving 

civil disobedience, and the socialisation of industry, revealed a 

wide divergence between the two groups of fathers on most issues, 

with activists' fathers being typically critical of the current 

United States government policies. 10 

A number of other studies have also indicated that activists 

are not generally repudiating or rebelling against explicit parental 

values and ideologies, but on the contrary, are living out expressed 

but unimplemented parental values. 11 A common feature noted by 

several researchers is that when activists criticise their fathers, 

lOFlacks, 'The Liberat~d Generation', pp. 87-89. 
11Kenniston, 'The Sources of Student Dissent', p. 55. 
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it is usually over their fathers' failure to practice what they 

have preached to their children throughout their lives. 12 

In extensive face-to-face interviews conducted with a 

sample of young activists, Kenneth Kenniston was particularly 

impressed by the fact that the portraits of the parents painted by 

his respondents all seemed remarkably similar in one respect - the 

parents were continually portrayed as being consistently oriented to 

principle. Kenniston writes: 

Somehow these parents communicated, often without saying 

outright, that human behaviour was to be judged primarily 

in terms of general ethical principles; that right conduct 

was to be deduced from general maxims concerning human 

kindness, honesty, decency, and responsibility; that what 

mattered most was the ability to act in conformity with 

such principles. Whether the principles were religious 

or secular, the atmosphere within these radicals' 

families during their early years was one in which 

ethical principles occupied the highest position. 13 

It seems likely that a parental upbringing in which high 

ideals and values are repeatedly stressed may influence an 

individual in a manner similar to that of the other two socialising 

agents already discussed - the church and the university. It is 

possible that such an upbringing may result in a similar level of 

commitment to the idea!s ~nd values taught, and in a similar 

reaction when the discrepancy between the ideal and the real is 

perceived by the individual concerned. 

It is very probable, then, that the role of the parent as 

an agent of socialisation is an extremely important one in 

determining whether or not an individual will emerge as a potential 

activisit. 

12Ibid., p. 55. 
13Kenneth Kenniston, Young Radicals (New York: Harcourt, :Brace and World, Inc., 

1968), p. 66. 
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Studies of student activists have generally found that the 

dominant ethos of their families is unusually egalitarian, per

missive, 'democratic', and highly individuated. 14 In such families, 

free discussion of feelings is encouraged and 'rational' solutions 

are sought to everyday family problems and conflicts. A high 

premium is placed on self-expression and intellectual independence. 15 

In the C.A.R.E. survey the respondents were asked what 

their parents' attitudes towards them had been when they were teen

agers. The responses are set out in the following table: 

TABLE 28: PARENTAL CONTROL 

Type of Control 

(1) They allowed me to make 
very few of my own decisions 

(2) They gave me guidance, but 
didn't interfere with my life 
too much 

(3) They gave me a completely 
free hand in everything 

(4) Don't remember 

Number of 
Respondents 

(17) 

(120) 

(7) 

(9) 

(n = 153) 

Percent of 
Sample 

11.1 

78.4 

4.6 

5.9 

100.0 

The most commonly reported form of parental control is that 

occupying the medium between authoritarianism and liberarianism. 

Similar findings have been made by Parkin using the same question 

applied to the C.N.D. sample in Britain. 16 

Several writers have suggested that there may be some 

connection between being brought up in a mother-oriented home and 

involvement in activist politics. 17 In his research, Kenniston, for 

example, decided that many of his respondents exhibited a close . . 
14 · See for example, K,muiston,- 'The Sources of Student Dissent', p. 56, and 

Flacks, 'The Liberated Generation', p. 92. 
15Kenniston, 'The Sources of Student Dissent', p. 56. 
16Parkin, Middle Class Radicalism, p. 155. 
17For a list of such writers see Parkin, Middle Class Radicalism, p. 151. Also 

see Kenniston in 'The Sources of Student Dissent', pp. 55-6, and in Young 
Radicals, pp. 51-5. 
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maternal tie which was particularly intense. 18 In an earlier work 

he suggests that as a group, activists seem to possess an unusual 

capacity for 'nuturant identification' - that is, for empathy and 

SYJYl.pathy with the underdog, the oppressed and the needy: 

Such a capacity can have many origins, but its most 

likely source in upper-middle class families is 
identification with an active mother whose own work embodies 
concern for others. 19 

In the C.A.R.E. survey the respondents were asked: 

'In your family which parent would you say tended to have more say 

in family matters?' The results are set out in Table 29: 

TABLE 29: DOMINANT PARENT 

Number of Percent 
Res12ondents of' Sam12le 

(1) Your mother tended to have (4 7) 30.7 
more say in family matters 

(2) Your father tended to have (28) 18.1 
more say in family matters 

(3) Both parents had about an (71) 46.4 
equal say in family matters 

(4) Don't remember (7) 4.6 

(n = 153) 100.0 

Because the wording of this-question is ambiguous and 

because an extensive research programme would be needed to seriously 

establish the hypothesised relationship between mother orientation 

and activism, no conclusions will be drawn from this data. It is 

suggested, however, that the above findings do not contradict the 

hypothesis, and that the topic could be a useful one for further 

research. Such research should at some stage embody a comparative 

study of the child-rearing patterns of the families of both activists 

18Kenniston, Young Radicals, p. 52. 
19Kenniston, 'The Sources of Student Dissent', p. 55. 
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and non-activists if any really valid conclusions are to be drawn. 

It was noted previously that a group of respondents cited 

their parents' example as being influential in arousing their 

interest in political and social matters. In a later question, 

the respondents were asked, •How interested were your parents in 

politics?' The responses are set out below in Table 30: 

TABLE 30: PARENTAL INTEREST IN POLITICS 

Mother 
Number 

(1) Very active (8) 
in politics 

(2) Definitely (57) 
interested but 
not really active 

(3) Only mildly (74) 
interested 

( 4) Completely ( 5) 
uninterested 

(5) Don't rem- (9) 
ember or _not 
ascertained 

(n = 153) 

Mother 
Percent 

5.2 

37.2 

48.4 

3.3 

5.9 

100.0 

Father 
Number 

(23) 

(82) 

(34) 

(3) 

(11) 

(n = 153) 

Father 
Percent 

15.0 

53.6 

22.2 

2.0 

7.2 

100.0 

From these results it would appear that the parents of 

C.A.R.E. members, taken as a group are exceptionally interested in 

politics, especially when compared with the general New Zealand 

population. In the 1970 Political Communication survey in Christ

church, fo~ example, it was found that 16.3 percent of the respond

ents stated that they took a 'great deal' of interest in politics7 

29.7 percent took 'quite a lot'1 47.5 percent took 'some', and 5.9 

percent took 'none at all'. 

The figures for parents who w~re 'very active in politics' 

are almost certainly exceptionally high in terms of the general New 

Zealand population. The table also reflects the greater salience 

of politics as a subject for men, rather than women, which is a 

fairly well established characteristic of New Zealand society. 
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C.A.R.E. members, then, appear to come from homes in which 

there was generally a relatively high interest in politics. These 

findings agree with those made in studies of other activist groups. 

It thus seems likely that a high parental interest in politics may 

be a fairly significant factor contributing to the beginnings of a 

political awareness on the part of the child and to the eventual 

emergence of activist behaviour. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 

The general image one gains of Christchurch C.A.R.E. members 

is one of well educated members of the middle class, solidly 

integrated into _the community and commonly involved in the welfare 

professions. 

Evidence has been found in several studies to suggest that 

there is a tendency for students attending universities to move 

towards the left in their political views and that the longer an 

individual remains at university, the greater are the chances that 

this will occur. It has also been noted that this process is more 

likely to occur to students studying the humanities or social 

sciences. The members of the C.A.R.E. sample reflected this bias 

towards these subjects and of the 72.5 percent who had attended 

university, 69.4 percent had been educated in these fields. Both 

the percentages of university attenders and Arts faculty members 

were greatly in excess of those for the general population as a 

whole. It is suggested then, that university attendance (especia

lly in an 'Arts' course) may have been a significant factor leading 

to the respondents' involvement in activist politics. Extended 

university education may have a 'radicalising' effect by encour

aging both a commitment to high ideals and a questioning and 

critical attitude towards the norms and values of society. 

In Chapter I it was shown that many C.A.R.E. members are 

involved in 'welfare' occupations such as teaching or the ministry. 

Involvement in these occupations appears to be correlated with 

activist behaviour and it is argued that activists choose such 

occupations largely because they embody the 'people-oriented' 
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values to which the activist is most committed. These occupations 

are also characterised by a low interest on the part of the employer 

in the employee's private life and it was noted in support of this 

argument that the majority of the respondents were unaware of their 

employer's attitude to their involvement with C.A.R.E. 

It was shown that the majority of C.A.R.E. members appear to 

be solidly integrated into New Zealand society in the sense that 

they participate in the activities of many intermediate groups and 

institutions independent of the family and the state such as chur

ches, associations, and pressure groups. The respondents cannot 

be said to be 'alienated' from New Zealand society in this 

particular sense of the term. 

They do appear to be 'alientated', however, in the sense 

that many of their political attitudes are out of line with those 

of the majority of the population. Their attitudes are also not 

those of the majority of the middle class of which they are a part. 

On economic questions the respondents appear to be more 

left-oriented than the majority of the wider population whether 

these are National or Labour Party supporters. Unlike the majority 

of the middle class, C.A.R.E. members express fairly solid support 

for the Labour Party, although many opt for a stance of partisan 

independence. 

Nearly 40 percent of the respondents also refuse to acknow

ledge a religious affiliation, although those who do, appear to 

be deeply committed to their religious beliefs and exhibit a high 

level of church attendance. 

On questions of a general nature, C.A.R.E. members appear 

to hold attitudes which are markedly out of line with those of the 

general populace. They are generally highly liberal and humanit

arian in their outlook and the contrasts which arise when the 

responses to general political issues of C.A.R.E. members and the 
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St Albans survey respondents are compared, they are striking, to 

say the least. (See Figures 4-8). 

The majority of the respondents appear to be deeply committed 

to their ideals and many seem prepared to take extreme measures to 

see their beliefs implemented< Although their Association is 

officially opposed to the policy of 'non-violent' disruption, 

the majority of C.A.R.E. members express both their approval of 

this policy, and their willingness to participate in some of the 

actions which it encompasses. 

It is suggested that the main factor contributing to the 

emergence of activist behaviour appears to be precisely this high 

level of commitment to ideals. These appear to have been adopted 

after exposure to one or a number of important socialising agents. 

In particular, the family, church and university appear to have 

been extremely influential. The majority of the respondents appear 

to come from families in which there was a high interest on the 

part of the parents in politics and it is suggested that the example 

of the parents has been an important influence in creating a 

political awareness in many of the respondents. Writers on student 

activism in the United States have also suggested that activists 

are generally not repudiating parental values and ideologies, but 

on the contrary, are._living out expressed but unimplemented values. 

A second important socialising agent for many respondents 

has been the church. Those members who acknowledge a religious 

affiliation are generally regular attenders and many appear to be 

deeply religious, often explaining .their involv.ement in activist 

politics in terms of a desire to give practical expression to 

deeply felt religious values. 

At the same time, the church appears to exert a moderating 

effect - those respondents who are church attenders generally 

appear to be less radical in their political outlook than those 
I 
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who are not. 

In turning to activist behaviour the respondents appear to 

be reacting against the discrepancy they have observed between the 

ideals taught by these socialising agents and the reality of what 

is practised by the society at large. There seems to be a common 

feeling running through nearly all of the responses to questions on 

motivations. This is a sense of reaction - reaction against events 

or situations in which humanitarian values have been challenged and 

perhaps overridden. In response to this reaction there appears to 

be a need on the part of the respondents to give practical 

expression to deeply held values of either a religious or secular 

nature, and to 'do something about it'. This need channels itself 

into an involvement in activist politics. 

In suggesting lines for further research it is important 

to note that there has been relatively little research on adult 

activist groups and the field is thus a fairly open one. Some 

evidence has arisen, however, to suggest that proneness to activism 

generally emerges early in an individual's life and there is hence 

a need for further research on the family background of activists. 

In particular, comparative studies of the child-rearing practices 

of the .families of activists and non-activists may prove useful. 

Perhaps the most significant new finding in this study was 

that a high percentage of the respondents appear to be upward social 

mobiles. There is hence a need for more extensive research in this 

particular area. 

While it has been suggested that three agents in particular 

appear to have been influential in socialising the respondents into 

a strong commitment to high ideals, there is some doubt in the 

mind of the writer as to which of these has been the most important 

although it seems likely, (given the findings of researchers in 
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political socialisation); that this has been the family. Studies 

on the relative importance of various socialising agents 

(including those not touched upon in this paper), in contributing 

to the emergence of activist behaviour would prove useful. 

Finally, it is suggested that a research project involving 

a comparative study of activist groups of both the radical right 

and radical left, possibly in association with a study of a 

control sample of the general population, would almost certainly 

give rise to extremely interesting results. 
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APPENDIX 1 

THE QUESTIONNAIRE 

If 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

(This section is to be cut off by the c.A.R.E. Secretary) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------
Instructions: 

In general when answering this questionnaire you will just 
have to place a tick inside the appropriate br.acket. Please feel 
free to object to any question by writing 1 object 1 beside it. 

* * * * 

l. Are you personally: 

(1) In favour of the proposed South African Rugby Tour? ( 

(2) Against the proposed South African Rugby Tour? ( 

(3) Don't know 

2. How much attention do you feel the Government pays to 
what the people think when it decides what to do? 

( l) A great deal of attention 

(2) Quite a lot of attention 

(3) Some attention 

(4) No attention at all 

(5) Don't know 

3. Have you ever written to the Prime Minister, a 
Cabinet Minister, or an M.P.? 

(1) Yes 

(2) No 

(3) Don't remember 

4. Here are a number of statements concerning a point of view 
about current social or political issues. Could you please 
indicate whether or not you agree with them. 

It is 1 ike ly that the proposed 1973 Springbok Rugby Tou"'.' 
will take place 

(continued over page) •••• 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 



• 

• 

(1) Agree 

(2) Disagree 

( 

( 

) 

) 

( 3) Have reservations 

(4) Don't know 

We must have full employment, even if it is at the 
expense of economic development. 

(1) Agree 

(2) Disagree 

( 

( 

) 

) 

(3) Have reservations 

(4) Don't know 

Crimes of violence should be punished more severely. 

(1) Agree 

(2) Disagree 

( 

( 

) 

) 

(3) Have reservations 

(4) Don't know 

1% of New Zealand's National Income should be channelled 
into aid to assist in the development of poorer nations. 

(1) Agree 

(2) Disagree 

( 

( 

) 

) 

(3) Have reservations 

(4) Don't know 
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Private enterprise will produce better results than state 
planning. 

(1) Agree 

(2) Disagree 

( 

( 

) 

) 

(3) Have reservations 

(4) Don't know 

If the proposed 1973 Springbok Rugby Tour does take place 
it will probably be the last one of its kind.· 

(1) Agree 

(2) Disagree 

( 

( 

) 

) 

(3) Have reservations 

(4) Don't know 

Education should be strictly related to preparing young 
people for the job they will go to. 

(1) Agree 

(2) Disagree 

( 

( 

) 

) 

(3) Have reservations 

(4) Don't know 

Legal abortion should be available in New Zealand when 
pregnancy results from rape. 

(1) Agree 

(2) Disagree 

( 

( 

) 

) 

(3) Have reservations 

(4) Don't know 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 
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• 
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The show 'Hair' should have been banned from coming to 
New Zealand. 

(1) Agree 

(2) Disagree 

( 

( 

) 

) 

(3) Have reservations 

(4) Don't know 

New Zealand should have its own national shipping line • 

(1) Agree 

(2) Disagree 

( 

( 

) 

) 

(3) Have reservations 

(4) Don't know 
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• Legal abortion should be available in New Zealand when the 
family circumstances would be made too difficult financially 
by another child~ 

• 

• 

• 

(1) Agree 

(2) Disagree 

( 

( 

) 

) 

(3) Have reservations 

(4) Don't know 

Wage increases should be strictly tied to increases in 
productivity. 

(1) Agree 

(2) Disagree 

( 

( 

) 

) 

(3) Have reservations 

(4) Don't know 

Church leaders should concentrate less on political issues 
and more on religious affairs. 

(1) Agree 

(2) Disagree 

( 

( 

) 

) 

(3) Have reservations 

(4) Don't know 

Is it proper to protest against South African policies 
by boycotting South African goods? 

( 1) No 

(2) Not sure 

(3) Yes 

Should the Government intervene in the visit of 
racially selected sports teams to this country? 

(1) No 

(2) Not sure 

(3) Yes 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 
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.9. The Auckland branch of C.A.R.E. has officially stated 
that it will pursue a policy of 'non-violent disruption' 
if the proposed Tour goes ahead. Do you personally 
approve of this policy? 

(1) Yes 

(2) No 

(3) Don't know 

O. If you answered 1yes 1 to the last question, which if any 
of the following actions do you think you yourself would 
be prepared to take? (Remember you are free to object 
to any question and that the results of this survey will 
be strictly confidential). 

1. 

( 1) Would be prepared to take ind us tria 1 action 

(2) Would be prepared to disrupt matches from the 
sideline (e.g. blow an umpire's whistle at tac
tica 1 mo men ts). 

(3) Would be prepared to join a 1sit-in 1 on the 
field itself 

(4) Would take non-violent disruptive action along 
lines not outlined above. 

Whether or not you believe in non-violent disruption, do 
you think you would be prepared to take part in the 
following actions? 

(1) Write to the Prime Minister opposing the Tour. 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

(a) Yes ( ) ( b) No ( ) (c) Don't know ( 

' .. 

(2) Assist the C.A.R.E. committee by distributing pamphlets, 
making posters, phoning messages, etc. 

(a) Yes ( - ) ( b) No ( ) (c) Don't know ( 

(3) Take part in a lega 1, peaceful demonstration against 
the Tour. 

(a) Yes ( ) ( b) No ( ) (c) Don't know ( 

Here are some arguments against the proposed 1973 South 
African Rugby Tour. Please would you number them from 1 to 4 
in the order in which they seem most important to you, 
beginning with 1 for the most important. If you don't agree 
that a particular argument is valid, please leave a gap beside 
the statement concerned. 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

(continued over page) •••• 

) 

) 

) 



22. (Contd) 

(1) New Zealand's reputation would suffer greatly 
in the eyes of the rest of the world. 

(2) If the Tour goes ahead it is likely that the 
black African nations will boycott the 1974 
Commonwealth Games. 

(3) New Zealand herself would be guilty of 
participating in racial sport. 

(4) By playing a South African team selected on a 
racial basis, New Zealand would help the South 
African government maintain its apartheid policy. 

72. 

( 

( 

( 

( 

~3. Why did you join C.A.R.E.? Here are some possible reasons. 
Choose the most important single reason for your 
particular case. 

(1) You were concerned about a wide range of racial 
issues on an international level. 

(2) You were especially concerned about the 1970 or 
1973 South African Rugby Tours and their effects. 

(3) You were especially interested in fighting 
apartheid. 

(4) You were especially interested in fighting 
racial discrimination in New Zealand. 

(5) Don't know. 

(6) A reason not mentioned above. Please specify. 
Continue on the blank side of the paper if 
necessary. 

4. Do you think that demonstrators and protestors can 
achieve a great deal, quite a lot, something, or 
nothing at all? 

( 1) Grea t d ea 1 · 

( 2 ) Qui te a 1 o t 

( 3) Something 

(4) Nothing 

(5) Hurt their cause 

(6) Don't know 

5. Here are a few questions about yourself. 

Are you: 

( 1) Male 

(2) Female 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 
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26. In what year were you born? ••••o••••••••••• 

27. What is your occupation? 
(Please be as specific as possible) • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
28. Did you receive any further education or special training 

after you left school? 

No 

Apprenticeship 

Technical College 

Teacher training without univer~ity training 

( 

( 

( 

( 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) University (please state faculty) ••••••••••••••••• ( 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

(6) Other (please state) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ( ) 

29. (a) Are you a member of any religious denomination? 

(1) Yes 

(2) No 

(b) If 'Yes' which is this? (please state) 

..... •.• ........................................... . 

( 

( 

(c) If 'Yes', how often do you attend 'church' on average? 

(1) About once a week 

(2) About once a month 

(3) About once a year 

(4) Less than once a year 

(d) If 1No', are you: 

( 

( 

( 

( 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

( 1) A Humanist ( ) 

(2) An Agnostic ( ) 

(3) An Atheist ( ) 

(4) Other (please state) ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ( ) 



30. 

74. 

Have you ever been, or are you a member of an organisation, 
group or association which has tried to influence political 
thinking, other than C.A.R.E.? This includes political parties. 
(Examples - Labour Party, Committee on Vietnam, Abortion Law 
Reform Association, H.A.R.T.) 

(1) Yes Please List:.~ ,1 <; o.,, •••• t) o ( 

(2) No ( 

(3) Don't remember ( 

Do you think your interest in politics and/or social matters 
arose as a result of one of your experiences in particular? 
(e.g. the Depression). 

(1) Yes (please specificy, continue on the blank 
side of the page if necessary) 

(2) No special experience in particular 

(3) Don't know 

( 

( 

( 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

2. Generally speaking, do you usually think of yourself as 
being a supporter of: 

(1) The National Party ( ) 

(2) The Labour Party ( ) 

(3) Social Credit League ( ) 

(4) Other (please state) •••••••••••••• •• ••••• ••••••••• ( ) 

(5) No party in particular ( ) 

3. Which party did you vote for in the last General Election? 

.. 

( 1) 

(2) 

(3) 

The National Party 

The Labour Par,ty 

Social Credit League 

( 

( 

( 

) 

) 

) 

(4) Other (please state) •·••••·••·•••••••••••••••••••••< ) 

(5) Didn't vote ( ) 

(6) Was ineligble to vote ( ) 

(7) Don't remember ( ) 

If a General Election was held tomorrow, which party do you 
think you would vote for? If you are not yet of voting age, 
assume that you are. 

(Please state) •••••••••••·•••••·•••••••••••••••••••••••·••• 
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5. What have you found to be the general attitude towards C.A.R.E. 
of the following groups? If you don't know the attitude of a 
particular group, leave a blank space for it. 

Generally Generally Generally 
approved indifferent hostile 

(l) Your family 

(2) Your closest friends 

(3) Your work colleagues 

(4) Your employers 

( 

( 

( 

( 

) 

) 

) 

) 

( 

( 

( 

( 

) 

) 

) 

) 

( 

( 

( 

( 

5. When you were young, which Party did your parents usually 
support? (Please state) 

( l) Mother. 

(3) Father 

........... ~ ..... . 

.................. 
(2) Don 1 t remember 

(4) Don't remember 

7. What is or was (if retired or deceased) your father's 
occupation (please be as specific as possible) • 

) 

) 

) 

) 

( 

( 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

) 

) 

3. How interested were your parents in politics? 

r.bther Father 

(l) Very active in politics 

(2) Definitely interested, but not 
really active 

(3) Only mildly interested 

(4) Completely uninterested. 

(5) Don't remember 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

1. What was your parent's attitude towards you as a teenager? 

(1) They allowed me to make very few of my own 
decisions 

(2) They gave me guidance, but didn't interfere 
with my life too much 

(3) They gave me a completely free hand in everything 

(4) Don't remember 

( 

( 

( 

( 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 



+O. Would you say that in your family: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Your mother tended to have more say in 
family ma.tters 

Your father tended to have more say in 
family matters 

Both parents had about an equal say in 
family matters 

Don I t remember 

ONCE AGAIN, THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR 

HELP AND CO-OPERATION. 

76. 

( ) 

( ) 

( ) 

( ) 
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APPENDIX 2 

DETAILS OF THE 1970 POLITICAL COMMUNICATION SURVEY SAMPLE 

This survey was carried out in July and August of 1970 

by the Political Science Department's Honours class in electoral 

behavioµr {University of Canterbury), under the direction of 

N.S. Roberts. A systematic sample was drawn using one name in 

a hundred from the electoral rolls of Christchurch Central and 

Papanui electorates. A total of 202 of the 312 people selected 

were interviewed, which gave a return of 64.7 percent. 
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APPENDIX 3 

DETAILS OF THE 1969 ST ALBANS SURVEY SAMPLE 

This survey was also carried out by the Honours class 

in electoral behaviour (Political Science Department, University 

of Canterbury), under the direction of D.R.Bedggood. 

The interviews were conducted in August 1969. A systematic 

sample was drawn taking one name off every page of the St Albans 

electoral roll, and a second name off every fourth page. Of the 

274 people selected, 173 were interviewed (63.1 percent), and 

137 interviews were coded {50 percent of the total sample). 
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