Opinion

The view from abroad
Taking the pulse of the European construction industry, Professor Larry Bellamy, Department of
Civil and Natural Resources Engineering, University of Canterbury, found that, while disruptive
change is a reality, digitisation alone won’t provide the necessary solutions to issues like productivity.
RECENTLY, I TOOK part in a study tour to get a

My main takeaway was that digitisation

better understanding of how construction is

and technology by itself will not address

being digitised overseas. My trip took me to

the productivity and profitability issues

Helsinki where my host, while giving me a tour

facing the construction industry, not only in
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and remarked how this once great company
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Change can come swiftly

suitable skills – to make a positive impact. Will
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quickly the fortunes of a company, industry

It would be a brave person to bet against it.

or indeed a whole country can change and
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a report on lessons from overseas for
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The question on my mind in Helsinki was
how digitisation will change our construction

digitisation of our construction industry. So
what did we learn?

industry and how innovative technology can
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struggling with the learning curve associated
with BIM, and mixed messages about the

Disruptive innovation is happening
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Virtually everyone we talked with expected
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www.bipnz.org.nz – which supported the

houses, and Katerra, a Silicon Valley start-
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Much has been said about the challenges

a 7-year $12.5 million industry-led research

design, engineering, materials, products,
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industry

off-site manufacture and construction. Both

innovation may be the last thing the industry

and 40% by government through MBIE’s

funded
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by
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wants to consider at this time. It appears to
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in complex supply chains and technology.

me, though, change is in the wind.
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