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Adoption paths 

Infrastructure Sustained innovation Social support  
The demonstration effect where 

people  see others  in their   social 
networks  using something  new, 

which in turn helps people 
understand   the value of trying 

something new 







Private enterprise

• Deborah Richards 
Water Cremation Aotearoa New Zealand
• Deborah Richards is the founder of Water Cremation 
Aotearoa New Zealand, a group dedicated to bringing the 
option of resomation (water cremation) to New Zealand.
• Prior to August 2018 Deborah was a nurse and midwife for 
28 years. After staying in accommodation next to a 
crematorium on a trip to Bali, Deborah started thinking about 
our death practices in Aotearoa. Following research, a trip to 
meet with Resomator founder, Sandy Sullivan, in Leeds, and a 
trip to see the machine in operation at UCLA (Los Angeles), 
Catherine made it her mission to bring this option/service to 
New Zealanders via Water Cremation Aotearoa NZ.

• This is currently being established in Christchurch.

https://www.nzrecreation.org.nz/Site/conference/cemeteries-and-
crematoria/speakers/deborah-richards.aspx
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Quarry on the outskirts 
of Christchurch NZ.

• How to rehabilitate  a ‘dead’ quarry? 
• “We are looking to achieve a social license to 
a  develop a  legacy for the quarry and for the 
community”.



Our relationship to death and the environment is addressed 
through a proposal for an ‘Aquamation’ facility on the Port Hills 
of  Christchurch, New Zealand. Aquamation – a sensitive 
process in which bodies are converted into water – allows us to 
observe death and body disposition as an ecological activity that 
can rehabilitate native vegetation. 

Sustained by a nutrient-rich effluent water created through the 
process of  Aquamation, the flora of  the Port Hills may be 
regenerated over time as an ecological monument reminiscent of  
the pre-human environment; a beautiful, poetic and natural 
means for the disposal of  mortal remains. 

The project suggests that architecture is important to facilitate 
emotional rituals around death and can be used as a catalyst to 
provoke cathartic, introspective contemplation. The proposal for 
an ‘Aquatorium’ introduces a new model for death-care 
infrastructure, informed by the life-death cycle of  nature. It 
seeks to represent the importance of  the individual to the whole 
whilst also questioning if  we are prepared to adapt one of  the 
most emotionally significant human moments to conserve the 
natural world. 



Cultural syncretism 

is when an aspect of two or more 
distinct cultures blend together to 
create a new custom, idea, practice, 
or philosophy.

Cultures of sustainability 

Cultural sustainability 





“In technological change … results come neither from 
technical and cultural imperatives nor from  individual and 
institutional will, but from  constant  interaction of these 
elements”  (Friedel, 1996 p ix)


