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John Town graduated B.Sc. (Hons.) in Marine Biology from 
the University College of North Wales, Bangor, in 1974. 
Since arriving in New Zealand in 1975, he has been 
studying the ecology of the large starfish 
Astrosto1e scabra for his Ph.D. 

Rob Stephenson graduated with B.Sc. (Hons.) from Trent 
University, Peterborough, Ontario, Canada, in 1976. 
He is now working on a Ph.D. thesis in the Department 
of Zoology, University of Canterbury entitled "Aspects 
of the energetics of the cockle Chione stutchburyi in 
the Avon-Heathcote Estuary". 

Dr. Colin Burrows is a reader in Botany at the University 
of Canterbury, where he teaches ecology and palaeoecology. 
Colin's research interests are diverse, and include 
Quaternary palaeobotany and vegetation history, 
Holocene glacial chronology, snow avalanche history, 
and climatic change studies with particular reference 
to the Southern Hemisphere and New Zealand. 

Dr. David Rawlence completed his doctorate on the ultra
structure of seaweed at the University of New Brunswick, 
Canada, in 1970, where he lectured in biology from 
1966 to 1971. David returned to New Zealand and worked 
for the Freshwater Section, Ecology Division, D.S.I.R. 
before corning to the University of Canterbury to teach 
extension studies groups. He is presently back 
lecturing in Botany at New Brunswick. 

Geoff Tunnicliffe graduated M.Sc. Hons. from the University 
of Canterbury and is presently curator of vertebrates 
at the Canterbury Museum. Geoff has been interested 
in ornithology since meeting Dr. L.E. Richdale whilst 
attending primary school, and he is also absorbed by 
vertebrate ethology. This paper is Geoff's third 
contribution to Mauri Ora. 

Les Hitchcock completed a botany M.Sc. thesis in plant 
pathology during 1978. Teaching is his intended 
occupation. 

Dr. Tony Cole is a senior lecturer in microbiology in the 
Botany Department, University of Canterbury. A graduate 
of the University of London, U.K., he has worked at 
Cornell University, U.S.A., and the University of Hull, 
U.K. Research interests include physiology of 
parasitism of plant and human fungal pathogens and 
extracellular metabolites of thermophilic fungi. 
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Active participation by members was a pleasing aspect 
of activities for 1977. Members were very keen to attend 
the Friday after lab steins and the Annual Dinner and Dance 
and Wine and Cheese functions were well supported. 
Towards the end of the year speakers were introduced into 
the steins and consequently members gained some expert 
knowledge of the "NZ falcon", an insight into the implications 
of the "Clutha Scheme" and learnt more of the "Natural History 
of the Americas". 

A number of field trips were run by the Society: 
A trip to the Copland Hot Springs, to the Otehake River 
Hot Spring, to the Mount Hutt Afforestation project, and 
to Stewart Island. Activities of members of this latter 
trip ranged from sexing crabs and searching for penguins, 
to stream sampling. The freshwater ecology work appears 
in this issue of Mauri Ora along with an updated species 
list of plants for the Freshwater River area, Stewart Island. 

The Committee of BioSoc wishes to thank all members who 
supported these activities. 

CORRIGENDA 

MAURI ORA 5, 1977. 

The authors regret the following errors appeared in their 
papers: 

p.28. Bennington, Fig.5. The right hand axis should read 
0, 0.25, 0.5, 0.75, I, 1.5, 2. 

p.44. Toshach, Table 2. Chemical oxygen demand figures 
should be divided by 100. 

p.96. Meurk, paragraph I, line 4: for up to 300 m 
read up to c. 350 m 

p.113. Meurk, paragraph 5, line 7: for 4000 years B.P. 

p.116, Meurk, insert: 

read 3000 years B.P. 
(Fleming et al. 1976). 

FLEMING, C.A., MILDENHALL, D.C. and 
MOAR, N.T. 1976. Quaternary 
sediments and plant microfossils 
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from Enderby Island, Auckland Islands. 
Journal of the Royal Society of 
New Zealand 6: 433-458. 
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