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Abstract

Unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) or drones have developed very fast in
recent years, and they have started to be applied in many fields such as aerial
photography, military, and law enforcement. In a conceivable future, people
will deploy more drones for civil and commercial uses which are not fully
implemented today. One example is parcel delivery. Drones in large numbers
will carry parcels to different destinations. To limit the movement of those
drones. One idea is to construct a ”drone road,” a virtual tube-like area in the
airspace. Drones should usually cruise within the tube but be able to move
outside to avoid collision, or other hazards. Omne of the biggest problems,
similar to ground self-driving cars, are collisions. Collisions will cause severe
economic loss and even threaten people’s lives. Therefore, collision avoidance
for drones is a valuable and important topic to research.

We propose a coordination-free algorithm for drones to avoid collisions
on the drone road and present the result of a simulation-based analysis to
evaluate how some parameters related to wireless communications can affect
performance. This study first proposes a system model to clarify the bound-
aries of the collision-avoiding problem we attempt to solve. In this model,
drones are required to fly within a long straight drone road with the same
forward direction. Drones are only equipped with a GPS sensor and wire-
less communication components to perceive the environment. Moreover, only
position and speed information can be shared with other drones. Then we
propose a criteria-based algorithm specifying when drones should switch to
another lane to avoid an incoming collision. Otherwise, drones should slow
down their speed to wait for a good chance. Eight criteria are put forward in
this research, including two baseline criteria ”"do nothing” and ”always slow
down.” Other parameters considered in simulations include beacon interval,
path loss exponent for log-distance model, transmit power, and drone density.
We run simulations with those parameters on OMNet++ for evaluation. We
furthermore present a cost model to represent the performance to quantify
simulation results.

The simulation results show that packet loss is the main reason for colli-

sions in our scenario. All simulation parameters can severely affect the packet



loss rate and then consequent the collision rate. Four out of eight criteria can

significantly reduce the total cost compared to the baseline.
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Chapter I

Introduction

Unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) or drones are flying vehicles that do not
have any humans on board. The history of drones traces back to the 1840s.
The first drone, which is a balloon carrier, was invented for the military [7].
From World War II until now, the development of drones has been rapid.
By 2013, at least 50 countries have used UAVs for their own purposes. At
the same time, the civil drone market is also expanding. Drones are used
for aerial photography [8, 9, 10], agriculture and forestry [11, 12], infrastruc-
ture monitoring [13, 14], and law enforcement [15, 16], amongst many other

application.

1.1 Using Drones for Parcel Delivering

Drones are widely used for aerial photography and have a strong potential
ability to perform complicated tasks in many fields [17, 18, 19]. In a conceiv-
able future, one of the tasks drones could carry out is to deliver goods and
parcels in a city. This has some advantages for people, such as lowering the
delivering cost. One example is in [20], a delivery company said it could save
about $50M if drones are used in the last step of parcel delivering. Drones
(Here we restrict to rotary blade drone like quadcopters) can not only deliver
commodities for people’s uses, but also transport healthcare items for rescue
since they can cross the busy road which ground vehicles cannot [21]. Those
benefits make it worth building a drone delivery system. At the same time
a big problem, drone control, needs to be considered. In detail, people need
to manage drones very well to prevent any safety or other issues that can
negatively affect people’s life.

Since the carrying capacity of one drone is quite limited (which is typically



from 0.3 to 20 kg) [22], to deliver the current daily average packages (e.g.,
approximately 43 million the for USA in 2020 [23]), we would need to deploy
a large number of drones. Drones flying in the same area run the risk of
colliding. Currently, there are some papers introducing algorithms addressing
drone collision avoidance in a free airspace area [24, 25, 26]. Their objects
are to detect the position and velocity of flying obstacles and then plan a
collision-free route for drones. However, so many drones flying without any
specified area restriction will cause the airspace to become chaotic, the flying
obstacles will be more unpredictable since every drone can be considered an
obstacle to others, and they all have different speeds and directions. Hence
a drone may not react to the upcoming collision quickly enough or plan a

complicated route to avoid all obstacles.

1.2 Drone Road

A good way to manage drones is to construct a ”drone road,” a virtual, tube-
like area in airspace; drones will be asked to fly in the tube but can also be out
of them when necessary to avoid an incoming collision. Such a virtual road
can be planned to set it in high attitude airspace by the government, which
reduces the interference from ground-based wireless communication and lower
the possibility that drones affect people’s lives. In or around the drone road,
we assume that there are non-overlapping sub-tubes or lanes to restrict the
drone’s position in the section area of the drone road. Drones are forced to
cruise in those lanes but can switch lanes. Those lanes are pre-defined, just

like lanes for ground vehicles in streets.

In this project, the scenario we will focus on is a straight and finitely long
tube segment, in which all drones fly in the same direction. A collision can
happen when a faster drone flies up onto a slower one in the same lane of the
tube, or when they are in different lanes but one of them switches lane. The
faster drone should change the lane and overtake the slower one to avoid the
former case. If the current condition does not suit overtaking, the fast drone
has to decrease its speed to avoid the collision. However, drones that lower

the speed will increase their delivery time.



1.3 Problem Statement and Motivation

So the problems here are how we can manage drones to overtake others with-
out any collisions and minimize the time a drone does not fly at its preferred
speed or the time it spends out of the tube. Based on that, this project’s
main objective is firstly to define suitable problem formulation and build a
cost model that assigns cost to various events, like drone collisions, deviation
from preferred speed, and others. Then we want to design a collision avoid-
ance algorithm for drones flying on a tube-like 'drone road” and implement a
simulation-based performance evaluation. The algorithm should be designed
for a wireless network environment and consider the effect of packet loss. We
would like to understand performance impact of various parameters of the
algorithm on of the underlying system, such as noise, drone density, and oth-
ers. The algorithm is built on drones sharing their position and reacting to
upcoming collisions.

For such a collision avoidance algorithm for drones, we intend to make
it ”coordination-free,” which means that only limited information can be
exchanged between drones, and more explanation for that is given in Chapter
IV. One way to evaluate the performance of our algorithm is to compare it
with some baseline algorithms that have very simple strategy such as "do
nothing”.

The direct benefit of researching this topic is that it can provide a common
solution for collision avoidance when drones fly in a straight tube. In another
aspect, this topic will provide strong support for further research on collision
avoidance and drone overtaking algorithms in a more complicated drone tube
network (e.g., a network consisting of many straight, non-straight drone tubes

and intersections).

1.4 Research Questions

Based on our problem statement, there are three key research questions that

we should be able to answer at the end.

e RQ1: Can our coordination-free algorithms perform better than the

baseline? Do they have any limitations?



e RQ2: What factors (drone density, noise, etc.) have significant impact

on performance, and how do they affect it? Can we explain that?

e RQ3: Can we find a "genie” solution (i.e. guarantee no collision) for

the problem?

1.5 Methodology

1.5.1 Cost Model

The first step is to turn the problem into an optimization problem. Then we
need a cost model. Obviously, collision count is one crucial parameter in our
cost model. However, it is still not a considerable method if our algorithm
achieves zero collision but double the distance each drone traveled. In fact,
there are some other parameters that we need to examine, such as the time for
flying out of the tube, the deviation from the preferred speed and others. Each
event that is related to those parameters in our scenario will be addressed a

cost, and the sum of those costs can reflect how good our algorithm is.

1.5.2  Algorithm Design

Besides the cost model provides our algorithm’s quantified performance, we

also need a range of baseline algorithms to compare the result. These include:

e One naive algorithm in which drones always keep the same speed and

never switch lanes.

e One always slow down algorithm in which drones always choose to slow

down when they detect an incoming collision.

Hence, we can learn whether our method can save a large amount of cost
than do-nothing algorithm and whether it can find a good balance between

collision cost and other types of cost.



1.5.3 Implement System Model and Algorithm

We will use the simulation method to observe and analyze the behavior of
drones. We use OMNeT++ [27] for setting up the simulation framework,
and it works based on C++ and NED. Any model used in this project, such
as drones, the communication channel, the wireless module for each drone,
and our algorithm, etc., will be coded in a C++ class file which describes
the parameters and behaviors of that model. To combine these models to a
network, we use several .ned files to describe the relationship of those (e,g.
one .ned file can be used to specified that each drone has exactly one GPS
device and one wireless communication device).

OMNeT++ is a widely used network simulator which comes with a large
library of pre-defined components for various protocols, channel model, etc.
Moreover, many basic experiment results are given by OMNeT++ (such as
fast fading and free space path loss) fully comply with the theory [27, 28, 29,
30].

1.5.4  Ezxperiment Planing/Design

Many experiments will be needed to test the performance of our algorithm.
We need to know which parameters affect the result, whether our algorithm
can work successfully in all cases, whether some drones take unnecessary or
unpreferred actions, and many other questions. We will control a number of

variables to design those experiments. The variables include:

e Drone density

Tube length

Transmit power

Beacon interval

e Path loss exponent.

For those variables above, we define a set of value for each of them and
generate an experiment plan that can give enough information with a feasible

number of experiments.



Since some of the parameters are generated by random distributions (e.g.,
maximum speed for each drone, bit error, and initial drone position), we will
repeat one experiment many times to ensure the accuracy of the result.
1.5.5 Data Collection and Evaluation
OMNet++ supports recording data during the experiment. Data we collect

that way are:

collision times

speed variance for each drone

e position variance for each drone

packet loss counts

We use that data to calculate the cost for each component of the cost
model and the total cost. Those costs are the key observable for evaluating
the algorithms. Other types of information, such as number of collisions
happening in each second, and the average speed deviation, can also help
us to analyze the results from a different perspective. A python script will
summarize the data and generate several figures to show the result. The
figures indicate the relationship between cost and some variables. We evaluate
the performance mainly based on those figures. We are interested to know
in which cases our algorithm performs badly(total cost is high) and how and

why that is.

1.6 Structure of Thesis

Our thesis is structured as follows:

2. Background and Related works, chapter II introduces the back-
ground knowledge required in this thesis. This includes fundamentals of wire-
less communications and wireless channel models. Furthermore, we provide

an overview of related works.



3. System Model clarifies the boundaries of this project. It introduces
the system we are considering, and gives details about different system parts.

4. Criteria-based Switching/Overtaking Algorithm mainly pro-
vides an explanation of our collision avoidance algorithm. In addition, it
presents the design of other contrast algorithms.

5. In Simulations and Results chapter, we introduce how our simu-
lation is designed and present the simulation result, then give explanation
of it. The last section shows an interesting phenomenon found during the
experiment.

6. Discussion presents the interpretation of our results and list the lim-
itation of this project. We also suggest some worthwhile paths for future
research based on these limitations.

7. In Conclusion, we answer our research question and summarize our

findings.



Chapter 11

Background and Related works

In this chapter, we introduce the basic knowledge related to this thesis. It
includes drone and drone collision, IEEE 802.11, and wireless channel model.
In the last section, we also present some related works that discuss packet

loss.

2.1 Drone Types

Drone has two main types [31], which are Multi-Rotor Drones and Fixed-Wing
Drones. Multi-Rotor Drones are called that name since they have multiple
motors [32]. The most common type of Multi-Rotor Drones is quadcopters,
other types like tricopters and hexacopters can also be found in the market.
The biggest advantage of Multi-Rotor Drones is that they have excellent
maneuverability, which means they can move up and down vertically, move
front to end, and rotate in their own axis. So they have good control of aircraft
when flying. Fixed-Wing Drones work like the aeroplane, they have one rigid
wing. Based on that design, they need not consume too much energy once it
has been launched. However, the extent of changing the moving direction of
this type is quite limited. Other types of drones exist such as Single-Rotor
Drones and Fixed-Wing Hybrid VTOL, more detail see [33, 34, 35].

In this thesis, we have demand for good maneuverability of drones. Drones
need to have the ability to fly forwards, backwards, and laterally. Hence we

only consider Multi-Rotor Drones in this thesis.



2.2 Drone Collision

Drone technology has developed at a fast pace over the last years, and the
number of drones deployed has increased. However, that causes more inci-
dents involving drones happened, such as drones intruding airports or two
drones colliding with each other [1]. According to Graham’s report [36], the
general process of a drone mission can be separated into four steps: take off,
cruise, approach, and landing. Moreover, during those steps, there are four
potential factors: human factors, environment issues, equipment problems,

and organization issues, which can lead to drone collisions.

Takeoff Cruise Approach | Landing

Environmental |
I

Issues ‘
r\\ e

[* Equipment o
E ‘_%J Problans Organisation

Human

Factors

Issues —g

Figure 2.1: Summary of drone collisions [1]

In our scenario, where we only consider drones cruising in the drone road,
organization issues are the only factor we should be concerned about. In
other words, we need to organize drone behaviors or their decision-making in

such a way that no collision happens.

2.3 Wireless Communications

Although we use parcel-delivery as an example of the missions that drones
can take in the future, drones may have many different types of jobs. What-
ever their tasks are, they should share one drone road and follow the ’traffic
rule.” In addition, those drones may not be owned or controlled by one or
two entities. In the worst case, each drone may belong to a different com-
pany. Hence drones may be equipped with different types of sensors, may use

different controlling methods, or even have a different physical structure.



That leads to a challenge about wireless communications for them. At
least, drones have to exchange the most basic safety information with each
other to avoid accidents. This section will introduce a common technique for

drone wireless communications.

2.3.1 Wireless Ad-hoc Networks

Wireless ad-hoc networks were firstly introduced by Chai-Keong in 1997 [37].
They are a decentralized system in which communication does not rely on
pre-existing infrastructures such as routers or access points. Instead, each
node in this network can forward packets to others [38]. Nodes can freely join
or leave the network, which also means the network connectivity and capacity
are time-varying. A new node that no one knows is able to join the network
without manual configuration. Due to this, different drone companies need
not agree and allow to one large network configuration, and then any new
product drone can link and share information with others.

Vehicular ad hoc networks (VANETS) are an application of wireless ad-hoc
networks, mainly used for vehicle-to-vehicle and vehicle-to-roadside commu-
nication [39]. The purpose of using VANETS for the ground vehicle is mainly
to ensure road safety. Omne example are self-driving cars, VANETSs allow
them to build a dynamic network to receive other cars’ position and velocity
information [40].

Similar to the above scenario of self-driving cars, a system with multiple
drones also demands exchanging key safety information, such as position and
speed. A key challenge for either cars or drones is that they cruise at high
speed. So the network members change very frequently and any action such
as a change of direction or speed should be broadcast to others as quickly as
possible.

In 2017, Khan introduced a new application of ad hoc network that works
for drones, called Flying ad-hoc networks (FANETSs) which can link a small
group of drones in an ad-hoc manner[41]. Other than the high cruise speed
problem we have talked about, lack of central control, self-organizing and
ad-hoc nature between the UAVs are also the main concerns that Khan has

considered.

10



In this thesis, we adopt a vehicular technology (11p) instead of FANETS
we talked above, as this is well-developed and serves comparable applications.

Furthermore, no dedicated wireless technology has merged for FANETS yet.

2.3.2 IEEE 802.11p Introduction

The IEEE 802.11 protocol [42] is a set of standards for wireless local area
networks. It is designed and maintained by the Institute of Electrical and
Electronics Engineers (IEEE). That protocol consists of a set of physical and
media access control layer protocols.

The IEEE 802.11p amendment [43], first published in 2010, aims to add
a standard for wireless access in vehicular environments (WAVE). In such an
environment, network transmission should be completed between two vehicles
at high speed or between a cruising vehicle and a roadside infrastructure.

In that protocol, data transmission between high-speed vehicles will no
longer need to wait for association and authentication. In other words, every
node in the network can simply send and receive data packets with others
without establishing a basic service set (BSS). Packets can directly be sent
to the destination without wasting time for other handshake packets. Hence
vehicle and roadside infrastructure can acquire important safety data more
quickly.

There are other features that IEEE 802.11p has introduced. One example
is a new time management frame that can help devices synchronize clock
time. Orthogonal frequency-division multiplexing (OFDM) is applied as the
passband modulation, transmission should happen in the 5.9GHz band with
a 10MHz bandwidth (typically). Then this set of standards can achieve an
approximate 1000 meters’ commutation range [44], which is generally enough
for moving vehicles.

However, there is no specified 802.11 amendment designed for drones or
FANETs. 802.11p as introduced above can be a choice for that, many ref-
erences [45, 46, 47] have tested the performance of 802.11p, and the result
shows 11p can be able to ensure the communication requirement for drones.
Also, other 802.11 amendments like 802.11n [45, 48] or 802.11ac [49, 50] can

be an option anyway.

11



2.8.8 Beacon

Beacon is a broadcast form of packet that each node sends periodically
(around every 100ms) to their local neighborhoods. For example, in 802.11
[51] beacons are transmitted by the access point to synchronize the network
members and to declare the existence of the network. In our thesis, we use
the word "beacon” to represent the packet sent periodically by a drone which
includes position and speed information to ensure the most basic safety of

our drones, e.g., to learn about positions of neighbors and avoid collisions.

In VANETSs and FANETS [39, 41], any nodes should set beacon packets to
share safety information to maintain the safety coordinately. For the nodes
that are not identified by others, the main purpose of sending the beacon
packet is to announce its presence. Other nodes can acquire the knowledge of
foreign ones and share their neighbor information with them. For the nodes
that have already known each other, the beacon packet is used to update the

safety message (position, velocity, etc.).

Due to the high speed of cars and drones, an accident can happen within
a very short time. To ensure the timeliness of the safety information, beacon
packets should be sent frequently by nodes, a reasonable and common value
for that is 100ms [52]. Besides that, beacons should have a higher priority
over other types of packets, which means if multiple packets are waiting for
transmission, the beacon should be the first one. Moreover, to increase the
communication range so that farther nodes can receive the beacon, increasing
the transmit power is a general solution [53]. However, this leads to a problem:
simply increasing the transmit power or decreasing the beacon period may
not have a positive effect on the system since this increases interference and
channel competition. Interference is the key problem, when the transmit
power for all beacon packets is increased, then those packets with a high
transmit power may interfere with each other, and hence the receiver will
experience a high packet loss rate.

In our drone parcel delivering scenario, there is no requirement for other
types of packet besides beacon, so we ignore other types of packet. However,
in references [53, 54|, the authors give the solutions of congestion problem,

such as Adaptive beaconing schemes or even a beacon-less system. In adaptive
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beaconing schemes [53], transmission rate or frequency, transmission power,
and contention window size should be individually controlled to adapt to the
current congestion situation. It uses some parameters such as packet loss
rate, the number of neighbors, and channel quality as a reference to adjust
the value of those controlled variables mentioned above. The purpose of the
adaptive beaconing schemes is to reduce the congestion of beacon packets
and minimize the delay of transmissions for every node. In the beacon-less
system [54], the nodes do not receive the same beacon packet many times
anymore. In the normal system, a beacon sent by one node will be relayed
by all neighborhoods to make sure ’everyone’ can be able to receive this
packet. Differently, beacon-less routing chooses one ’optimal’ node to relay
the packet by calculating the Dynamic Forwarding Delay (DFD) through the
position information for each node. When the optimal delay is chosen, other
neighbors can recognize this knowledge and cancel the incoming transmission
of that packet. Hence, the number of packets transmitted simultaneously will
be significantly reduced. Then it is possible to increase transmit power to
ensure transmission quality, and packet interference can be avoided to some

extent.

2.3.4 IFFEE 802.11p MAC

Media Access Control (MAC) is the layer used to control the hardware in-
teraction with the wired, optical, or wireless transmission. This section will
introduce what the MAC packet looks like and how the packet is transmitted
inside the MAC layer.

Like any other layer, the MAC layer has its own packet format to exchange
key parameters used in the MAC layer. A general MAC packet has the
following fields [55]:

e Frame control, which is used to store several control flags. In detail, it
always includes three fields they are (1) Protocol Version (2) Type and
(3) subtype. Those provide the basic information of this MAC packet.
And other fields (e.g., To-DS, From-DS, More-Fragments, Retry, Power
Management, More Data, Protected Frame, +HTC/Order) could also

be contained for fragmentation, power management, and others.
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e Duration/ID is mainly used for three purposes: Virtual Carrier Sense,
Legacy Power Management, and Contention-free Period. For the Vir-
tual Carrier Sense, values in Duration fields are presented in microsec-
onds, and it means the duration required to complete a whole frame
transmission procedure. Other nodes will listen to this value and will
not send packets for the reserved time. This field is set to an identi-
fier for power management and will not be used for duration anymore.
Similarly, if this field is used for the Contention-free Period in Point
coordination function (PCF), the value should be a fixed value 32768
[55].

e Address fields indicate either unicast address or broadcast address.
There are four fields in total, but typically just three of them are allo-
cated in most cases, the last field only used in the presence of a Wireless
Distribution System. Address fields contain the transmitter address, re-
ceiver address, basic service set identifier (BSSID), destination address,

and source address, depending on circumstances.

e Sequence control has two sub-fields: sequence number and fragment
number. They can together allow the receiver to detect packet dupli-

cates.

e QoS control lists the parameters (e.g., traffic identifier, End of Service

Period, and ACK Policy) used in Quality of Service for stations.
e HT Control indicates the control parameters (e.g., Link Adaptation
Control, Calibration Position, and Calibration Sequence) for High Through-

put that is relevant to the physical layer.

e Frame body, or named data field, is used to store the actual data the

transmitter needs to send.

e FCS means the frame check sequence, just like the checksum in other

types of packets, is used to check the integrity of the entire packet.
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The distributed coordination function (DCF) [56] is the most fundamental
channel access technique in IEEE 802.11. It enables carrier sense multiple
access with collision avoidance (CSMA/CA) and binary slotted exponential
back-off to provide the fundamental mechanism and access method for packet
transmission in the MAC layer. In fact, other techniques have the similar
purpose, such as point coordination function (PDF) and the extended version
EDCA and HCCA in 802.11e.

The main procedure for DCF is shown in Figure 2.2 below. Inter-frame
spaces (IFS) are the key way to enable a priority mechanism for different
packets by using different waiting times. Actually, four time frames are shown
in the figure, which are Slot time, SIF'S, PIFS, and DIFS. In fact, ten of these
time frame existed, for more details see [57]. The slot time is the unit time
for the whole timeline. The value is set to 9 us in the OFDM-PHY. Signal

propagation and physical carrier sensing happen within the slot time.

Immediate access when DIFS
medium is idle >= DIFS Contention Window
S PIFS - -
DIF ] i
Busy |SIFS / /e L
o // Backoff Wmdofva? Next Frame
| Slot Time
Y B =)
Defer Access Select Slot and decrement backoff

long as medium stays idle

Figure 2.2: DCF timeline and parameters [2]

Carrier sensing is used to ensure the absence of other transmissions for
avoiding packet collision. For physical carrier sensing [58]. Firstly the sender
starts listening to any signal for a short amount of time. Then if no other
signals are detected, the sender concludes that the channel is idle, otherwise it
is busy. Actually, IEEE 802.11p uses not only physical carrier sensing but also
virtual carrier sensing [59]. It can be done by overhearing packet transmissions
in the neighborhood. If some packets are detected, it will extract the duration
value to a parameter named network allocation vector (NAV). The sender
then starts a counter to decrease NAV. During this process, if a new packet
has a larger duration value than the sender’s current NAV, then NAV should

be set to the larger value. NAV is zero means there is no transmission now so
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that the channel can be seen as idle, otherwise as busy. Combining physical
and virtual carrier sensing, the channel is idle only if both two types of sensing
result in idle.

The short inter-frame space (SIFS) is typically set to 16 us. It is used
to accommodate hardware activities such as switching mode from transmit
to receive. Also, ACKs should be started to transmit within at most SIFS
time. We can calculate other time frames using SIFS plus integral times of
slot time. PCF inter-frame space (PIFS) exactly equals SIFS plus slot time,
which is 25us. Beacon packets use this time frame to show high priority over
other normal packets. Finally, DCF inter-frame space (DIFS) is defined by
using SIFS plus double slot times, so that it equals 34 us. It is the time
delay for waiting for the backoff to be completed. Backoff is a process to
avoid packet collision. The value of backoff time is random, and it is likely to

become larger after each retransmission. The detailed backoff procedure is:

e When someone wants to transmit a data frame or management frame

and carrier sensing results in a busy channel, it starts to wait for the

DIFS time.

e After that, it needs to wait additional backoff time, which equals slot
time times a random integer. The domain of the random integer is
[0, CW], and contention window CW is initially equaled to CW,,;,

which is defined in configuration.

e Retransmission will happen when CTS or ACK is not received after
RTS or data frame respectively. The retransmission times are limited

to a configurable value.

e After each retransmission, C'W will be doubled if the doubled value
is smaller than C'W,,,., or set to CW,,.. otherwise. C'W,,;, is also a
pre-defined parameter.

e After the transmission either succeeds or reaches the maximum retrans-

mission times, CW will set to CW,,,;,, finally.
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Recall that the DCF enables carrier sense multiple access with collision
avoidance (CSMA/CA) and binary slotted exponential back-off. After intro-
ducing these two techniques, the whole DCF access procedure can be dis-
cussed. Firstly, there are some cases in which carrier sense is not enabled.

They are:

e When an ACK packet needs to be transmitted, the sender should send
the ACK within SIFS time without using any type of carrier sense

e When a CTS packet needs to be transmitted, and virtual carrier sensing
indicates an idle medium. Then the sender will send the CTS packet

immediately without using physical carrier sensing (in response to RTS).

e When the sender just receives a CTS addressed to itself, it will start to
transmit the data packet immediately without using any type of carrier

sensing.

Otherwise, the carrier sense mechanism will be used, where the sensing
duration depends on the types of packets to be transmitted. This time the
sender firstly starts the carrier sensing. Based on the result, there are three

cases.

e First case, the carrier sensing indicates the channel is idle and the cur-

rent back-off timer is zero. Then the sender will start transmission.

e Second case, the carrier sensing finds the channel is busy.

— The back-off timer is set to a random value. And the waiting time

for this stage is the back-off timer times the slot time.

— The sender waits for the channel to become idle for the sensing

duration.

— Then the back-off timer start to decrease. And physical carrier

sensing still works at the same time.

— Each time the back-off timer is decremented, the sender checks

whether the timer reaches zero. If it is and the channel is also idle,
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it starts transmission. If the channel is busy, then the sender sus-
pends the back-off procedure and waits until the medium becomes

idle for the sensing duration time.

e Third case, the carrier sensing finds the channel is idle, but the back-
off timer is not zero. That case is similar to the second case that the
sender still needs to complete the back-off. And during this process, if

the channel is not idle anymore, back-off process will also be suspended.

In this procedure, the sender must wait a random time before starting
transmission. In this way, if multiple senders wait for the back-off simulta-
neously, the randomized mechanism can decrease the possibility of having a
collision since different senders are possibly drawing a different back-off time.
However, there is still a chance that two senders have the same timer, then
the collision will happen in this case.

In 802.11p, an advanced version of DCF called Enhanced Distributed
Channel Access (EDCA) is used. EDCA focuses on packet priorities ensuring
that packets with higher priorities are more likely to have a shorter back-off
time than the packets of lower priorities. To achieve this, firstly, the DIFS
time is replaced by arbitration inter-frame space for category C (AIFS[C]).
Furthermore, the boundary of contention window CW,,;, and CW,,,, will
also depend on the access category. The Tables below list the EDCA access
category and the default DCF and EDCA access parameters in 802.11p.

User priority | Access category (AC) | Designation
1 AC_BK Background
2 AC_BK Background
0 AC_BE Best effort

3 AC_BE Best effort

4 AC_VI Video

5 AC_VI Video

6 AC_VO Voice

7 AC_VO Voice

Table 2.1: Packet priorities in EDCA
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Access category (AC) | CWmin[C] | CWmax[C] | AIFS[C]
AC_BK 15 1023 9
ACBE 7 1023 6
AC_VI 3 15 3
AC_VO 3 7 2

Table 2.2: Default access parameters in 802.11p

As mentioned before, the DCF/EDCA can help decrease the probability of
packet collisions. But unfortunately, packet collisions are unavoidable, espe-
cially for broadcast packets such as beacons. In 802.11p, there are three types
of collisions which are internal collision, direct collision, and hidden-terminal
collision[60]. Internal collisions happen when two packets with different access
classes within one station would start transmission at exactly the same time.
In that case, only the packet with the highest priority can be granted trans-
mission, all other contending packets would suffer a collision. Direct collision
caused by packets from two stations within mutual range starts transmission
at the same time. Moreover, hidden-terminal collision occurs when two pack-
ets from two stations that are not in the mutual range start transmission
simultaneously, then the signals of these two packets collide with each one
in another station between them. Figure 2.3 shows an example of a hidden-

terminal collision.
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Figure 2.3: Example of hidden-terminal collision

Station A and B, B and C can communicate, but A and C cannot see each
other. In that case, A will not be able to indicate Whether C is transmitting
the packet or not. Hence the carrier sense mechanism does not work. Then
A and C are likely to send packets simultaneously, but B can receive those

packets from A and C. The signals of both packets will interfere with each
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other, leading to packet corruption. And finally, no packets will be success-

fully received by B.

2.4 Wireless Channel Model

In the last section, we discussed some background related to the communica-
tion between drones, and in this section we will give a brief overview of the

wireless channel model, which is essential for the physical layer.

2.4.1 Radio Wave Propagation

Drones rely on wireless communication instead of wired communication. Wire-
less communication is implemented by transmitting radio waves in free space.
The radio wave is transmitted and received by antennas, which are part of
our wireless devices. The process of translating a stream of bits into a radio
wave is called modulation. Conversely, demodulation converts the radio wave
into a stream of bits. Generally speaking, many distortions existed in the

channel, such as path loss, fading, etc...

Received power

distance

\

Figure 2.4: Friis Free Space Loss Equation

Path loss is caused by some radiated electrical power getting lost dur-
ing its propagation, leading to the actual received power being less than the
transmitted power. To ensure the demodulator can decode the received signal

into the transmitted bit-stream, the transmitter should consider the power
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loss and increase its radiated electrical power. Then the received power can
achieve the minimal SNR for decoding. A straightforward model, the free
space model, states the relationship between the transmitted power and re-
ceived power over transmission distance if the environment does not affect
the wave propagation. The underlying formula is called Friis Free Space Loss

Equation [61], which is:

P.GG .\
P = g

Where G, and G, are the transmitter and receiver antenna gain, respec-
tively, L. summarises other loss factors unrelated to antennas, A\ represents
the wavelength, and d is the distance between transmitter and receiver. This
equation indicates a quadratic decreasing relationship between the received
power P, and transmitted power P, when the distance between transmitter
and receiver is raised while other parameters are fixed.

Path loss is the ratio of the transmitted power to the received power, i.e.:

P, (47)2d*L

PL(d) = -
(4) P(d) GG\

If we introduced another parameter PL(dy) which is the path loss at the
reference distance dy, then the path loss equation (only valid when d > dy)

can also be written as:

2.4.2  Unit Disk Model

The nit disk model is a very simple radio model. Whether a packet can be
received only depends on the distance between transmitter and receiver [62].
If the distance is less than a parameter called communication range, then the
packet loss rate would be 0. Conversely, PLR would be 100%. In this model
PL(d) is not needed to be calculated since the effect of path loss is only
considered through the communication range. Hence, Unit Disk provides

an ideal communication model. If a node stays within the communication
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ranges of all other nodes, then packets from others would not be lost by
path loss. However, packet loss still exists when a node receives two packets
from different nodes at an exactly same time. In that case, a packet collision

happens.

2.4.8 Log-Distance Path Loss Model

The Log-distance model is a radio propagation model which only considers
thermal noise and the path loss. Similar to free space path loss equation, the
path loss PL(d) is:

PL(d) = PL(dy) - <CZ>7

We use ~ instead of 2 as the exponent in this equation, and it is also
called the path loss exponent, which will vary across over different signal
propagation environments [63] (e.g., Vacuum, Office with hard partition, and
Retail store). Some typical values are listed in the following table. One
finding [64] related to path loss exponent for UAV networks in free space is,
with the increase of height, the path loss exponent would reduce. In that
paper, the simulation result shows v would decrease from 3.7 (at ground) to
2.0 (at 120m).

Environment v
Vacuum, infinite space 2.0
Urban area cellular radio 2.7 to 3.5
Shadowed urban cellular radio | 3 to 5

In building line-of-sight 1.6 to 1.8
Obstructed in buildings 4to06
Obstructed in factories 2to 3

Table 2.3: Typical values for path loss exponent [6, page 69|

Due to the random movement of the free electrons caused by heat, ran-
dom electrical waveforms always exist in the signal propagation environment.
Those waveforms, named thermal noise, will superimpose on the received

waveforms and add some difficulties for the receiver to decode it. One com-
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monly used noise model for is white Gaussian noise. If time ¢ is fixed, noise
is expressed by a Gaussian random distribution with zero-mean.

The general equation [65] to calculate bit error rate is:

BER = ;erfc (,/Eb/N())

where Fj, is the energy per bit which is proportional to the received power,
and N is noise power spectral density. The function erfc(-) [66] is the com-

plementary error function, given by:

2 T2
erfc(x)zl—ﬁ/o e " dt

This is a monotonically decreasing function so that with the increase of
Ey /Ny, the bit error rate should decrease. Namely, either increasing Fj or

reducing Ny can help lower the bit error rate.

2.5 Packet Loss in VANETSs

In VANETSs and FANETS, safety information delivery is crucial to ensure the
safety of cars or drones. However, packets containing beacons might get lost
during transmission for the many reasons mentioned above. This leads to the
problem of controlling the packet loss rate in VANETSs and FANETS.

Reference [67] indicates that, under a high car density with a heavy com-
munication load scenario, a large number of packet collisions will happen due
to congestion. That leads to a high packet loss rate. Based on that, Rajeswar
performed a simulation-based study [3] to explore the performance of 802.11p
under different road scenarios, and results are shown in Figure 2.5. Obviously,
with a high vehicle density (> 200 per square kilometer), the packet loss ratio
for all scenarios is very close to 1. Hence, indicating approximately all local
broadcast packets are expected to be lost during transmission.

Since CSMA/CA is the default medium access control mechanism in
VANETS in 802.11p, the results above suggest that 802.11p cannot ensure
high QoS under a high node density. The authors also give a few methods

that can help to control the congestion in this situation, they are:
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Figure 2.5: Packet loss rate vs vehicle density in different road scenario [3]

Control transmission rate to reduce the transmission time.

Lower beacon generation rate to lighten the communication load.

Reduce transmission power to shrink the contention area.

Control CW size and AIFS[C] values to decrease the probability of

packet collisions.

Optimize the prioritization scheme to give to the higher priority of safety

messages.

Another reference [4] focuses on modeling the relationship between packet
loss and vehicle speed. In his scenario, vehicles are assumed to drive at
the same speed and the same direction on the road. Vehicles send packets
periodically and want to keep a minimum safety distance with others in front.
Results in figure 2.6 show that speed can significantly affect the packet loss
rate. For example, the packet loss rate of vehicles travelling at 18km/h is

about ten times smaller than the packet loss rate in the 90km/h situation.
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With a higher speed, the received signal power of the vehicle will be smaller,

and therefore, the bit error rate will be larger.
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Figure 2.6: Packet loss rate vs. vehicle speed [4]

In addition, this paper also shows the influence of transmit power and con-
tention window size. Increasing CW size or decreasing the transmit power
can significantly reduce the packet loss rate. When CW size increases, the
back-off timer will be longer, reducing the packet collision rate. Compared
to the result presented in [4], large transmit power has a different effect on
the packet loss rate in different scenarios. In some cases, increasing trans-
mit power can expand the communication range of the vehicle. Therefore,
hidden-terminal packet collisions won’t occur since every node can know the
existence of all others. However, increasing transmit power also causes more
interference between packets. In other cases, reducing the transmit power can
shrink packet reception range, leading to decreased channel contention from
stations farther away, but it increases the rate of hidden-terminal collisions.

In reference [5], the author presents results showing about the contribution
of every type of loss. The scenario is a simple two-way road with vehicles
driving in the opposite direction. Results indicate that most packet loss is
caused by hidden-terminal collisions, the second is the noise, then is the direct

collision.
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Based on that, increasing CW size can lower the packet loss rate. But
there is a trade-off of it. On the one hand, the hidden-terminal packet colli-
sions decrease. On the other hand, packet loss is caused by channel switching
(such as CCH to SCH [68, 69]) increases. Also, the delay(the time a packet
waits in the MAC layer) may increase due to the large CW size. Considering
about hidden terminal is the main reason for packet loss. And it is hard to
reduce the packet loss due to noise. Therefore, using a large CW size can
help to increase QoS in this scenario.

Some papers have investigated about controlling congestion by parameter
adaptation, such as rate adaptation, transmit power adaptation or CW size
adaptation. In [70], rate adaptation is used to lower the packet generation rate
when the estimated number of neighbors increases, and vice versa. Another
approach is to increase the packet generation rate when neighbors’ estimated
packet loss rate is high enough. About transmit power adaptation, Andy
presents one cross-layer approach [71], which optimizes the transmit power
by using the channel state information learned from the PHY layer. For other
approaches see [72, 73, 74]. For CW size adaptation, the general idea [75, 76]
is to adapt the CW size according to the network load conditions and the
instantaneous collision rate. A cross layer algorithm for CW size adaptation is
introduced in [77], where MIMO operating parameters of physic layer control
CW size.
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Chapter III

System model

To clarify the scope and boundaries of this project, we introduce the
system model and provide a framework for precisely formulating our research
questions in this chapter. The system model includes the drone and drone
road, communication, and cost models. We will describe each model in a

separate section.

3.1 Drone Road and Coordinate System

The tube is straight and its length is finite. One important assumption is
that the section area’s size is infinitely large. But we will partition it into
several tiers (Figure 3.1), and assign a cost value to each of them by using
a cost function. The innermost cycle area will have the lowest cost value of
zero, and the cost will increase when the radius of the cycle becomes larger.

Further, the drone tube is partitioned into several lanes (or sub-tubes).
We assume that a lane has a sufficiently large diameter to hold any of the
considered drones completely inside. And two drones can fly in different
lanes in parallel without any collisions. We put the center of each lane on
an intersection point of an equilateral triangle network. Figure 3.2 shows
the layout of lane distribution. Based on that layout, one lane would have
the same distance to all its six neighbors, and the relative positions of those
six neighbors to the 'center’ lane are always the same. Therefore, once we
know the position of a lane, we can then easily calculate the coordinates of
its neighbor lanes.

We build a 3-dimensional coordinate system for the drone road. In this
coordinate system, the value for the y-axis represents how far a drone has

cruised from the start. If that value is larger than the tube length [, then the
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Figure 3.1: Section area of tube

drone with this y value is considered as having reached the destination. The
section area.

values for the x-axis and z-axis together represent the drone’s position in the

Assume the side length of those equilateral triangles is r, and the 2-d
coordinate of one tube is (x, z). Then neighbors’ coordinates are:

e (z+ 1, 2z) for the right neighbor
o (x —r, 2) for the left neighbor
e (v +7/2, 24++/3r/2) for the top-left neighbor
e (v +7/2, z-v/3r/2) for the bottom-left neighbor
o (z —1/2, z++/3r/2) for the top-right neighbor

e (v —1/2, z-v/3r/2) for the bottom-right neighbor

Lanes would have different tier levels based on the distance to the center
of the tube. The lane, whose center is precisely on the tube’s center, is defined

as on tier 0. And lanes which are the neighbors of the lane on tier 0 is on tier
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1. Similarly, lanes which are not on tier 0 but are the neighbors of tier 1 lanes
is on tier 2, and so on. Except tier 0, the convex hull generated by centers of
all lanes on the same tier is like a hexagon, and the side length of such a hull
is r times tier number minus one. Hence, we can compute how many lanes
on a given tier level, the relationship between the number of lanes [,, and tier

level n is shown below:
l,=6%(n—1)

Based on this layout, there is one important problem. Assume drones
know their own position, represented by 3-d coordinates. And they are always
on the center point of the lane. How can drones determine which lane they
currently cruise in? In addition, if drones acquire the lane information (such
as tier number) of one neighbor drone, how they can calculate the related 3-d
coordinates. To solve this, we first need to assign a unique identifier for each

lane and then provide an approach for identifier-coordinates conversion.
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Figure 3.2: Layout of sub-tube

Recall that the center lane is at tier 0. Then we define two two basis

vectors, they are:
e ¢ = (r,0)

o cy = (r/2,V/3%1/2)
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Then any valid lane center-point can be uniquely represented as ixe;+j*eq
for some (signed) integers ¢ and j. From here onward, it is much simpler to
denote a lane by its (i,7) pair. Knowing (7, j), it is trivial to calculate the
coordinates of the center point of the lane, namely from i * e; 4+ j * €. To

generate all the lanes/center points of tier n, it has to include the points:

e Corner points: (n,0),(-n,0),(0,n),(0,-n),(n,-n),(-n,n)

e The points (x,n-x) for x in 1 .. n-1

e The points (-x,-(n-x)) for x in 1..n-1

e The points (-x, n) for x in 1 .. n-1

e The points (x, -n) for x in 1 .. n-1

e The points (n, -x) for x in 1 .. n-1

e The points (-n, x) for x in 1 .. n-1

Conversely, to work out to which tier a given point (i,j) belongs, the

following is used:

If i == 0 then tier = abs(j)

If j == 0 then tier — abs(i)

If sign(i) == sign(j) then tier = abs (i) + abs(j)

Otherwise tier = max (abs(i), abs(j))

This kind of layout of lanes has several benefits for designing overtaking
algorithms. Based on the knowledge of identifier-coordinate conversion and
neighbors’ position calculation we discussed above, a drone can conveniently
detect the neighbor lanes’ identifier. Since lower tier number means lower cost
in most cases, drones can use tier identifier as a parameter to minimize the

cost value when they need to select another lane to avoid risk. Moreover, the
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distance between two neighbored lanes is always the same, so when selecting
a lane for overtaking, drones need not consider which lane is closer or farther.

Finally, there are another two assumptions. First, this layout is fixed in all
of our simulations, and drones are assumed to know all the above calculations.
And secondly, since the length of the tube is finite, any drone arriving at the
end will be considered to have arrived at the destination. Hence, that drone

will not be involved in the calculations and simulation anymore.

3.2 Drone

The drone in this project does not have a physical shape and size. We treat
it as a point. A collision happens when the distance between two drones is
smaller than a d,,;,. Drones are only equipped with GPS sensor, which means
they can only identify their position information. We treat that information
as x, y, and z-axis values in a 3D coordinate system, respectively.

In the figure 3.3, point A and point B represent two drones, whereas d is
the euclidean distance between them (In other words, d = ||A — B||). If d is

smaller than d,,;,, then a collision has happened between drones A and B.

Figure 3.3: A situation when two drones are in the tube

Each drone has its own maximum speed and preferred speed. The maxi-
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mum speed represents the highest speed that the drone can fly in the tube,
and the preferred speed is a cruise speed which is smaller than the maximum
speed. The maximum speed for each drone is a constant whose value is de-
fined as thirty meters per second, and the preferred speed depends on the
maximum speed. It follows a uniform distribution, for example, between 70%
and 90% of the maximum. If the drone does not fly at the preferred speed, it
incurs some cost which depends on the difference between the current speed
and preferred speed.

Drone can change their speed and direction for overtaking. It carries out
those actions by its own decision. No other infrastructures and devices are
used to control them. When changing speed, the acceleration process will be
seen as instantaneous. That means if a drone decides to increase its speed
from 10m/s to 20m/s, the speed will directly jump to 20m/s. Exploring a
more realistic drone dynamics model is an aspect of future work.

Recall that drones typically cruise in parallel to the y-axis. Therefore, an
important assumption is that maximum speed and preferred speed parameters
are only for the y-axis. For the x and z-axis, we use another parameter named
Vovertake 10 Testrict the speed for lane switching. In other words, during a lane

switching action, the speed of a drone at the x and z-axis should follow:

\/ 'U% + Uf = Vovertake

Then the overall speed on all axes is:

— /02 2
U = 1\/Yovertake + Uy

Drones are generated using a periodic process, and the amount depends
on the drone density. In the experiment, the generation interval ¢geperqre and
the number of drones generated each time ngeperate are two critical parameters
to be varied. When a drone is newly generated, its position will be at the
start of the tube, and it will be randomly placed at one lane in the section
area. In addition, when generating drones, we need to ensure that they do not
already collide with other drones (i.e., the generation process should generate

a maximum of one drone per lane).
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To generate drones for simulation, we have a drone generator. Once a
drone is set up, it is asked to fly to the end of the tube in parallel to the y-
axis. During this process, drones continuously send their beacon packets and
receive others packets to exchange their safety information to avoid collisions.
There are two cases in which a drone will be removed from the simulation
environment. The first is when it reaches the end of the tube, and the other
one is it suffers a collision. In both cases, the removed drones disappear
immediately. They will not be able to intervene (e.g., send beacons) in our

environment any further.

3.3 Communication

Communication between drones is wireless and based on the IEEE 802.11p
protocol. In this project, we will introduce a coordination-free algorithm
which means drones only share position and velocity information with others.
Anything like an overtake plan is not transmitted. Based on that, drones
need to learn information by exchanging beacon packets and make overtaking
decisions based on their learned knowledge.

For the most basic safety use, the beacon packets need to contain at least:
e timestamp

e identification

e neighbors identification and safety information

e own safety information with timestamp

Since neighbor information are included in the beacon packet, one node
might receive many repeated packets that include another one’s information.
We use the timestamp to identify the newer information to solve this problem.
When a node receives a beacon from another, it must check the timestamp
before updating its table. Identification is the unique mac address to specify
the identity of one drone. And safety information includes the position and

velocity data. Both of them are 3-d vector.
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The traffic model of this project is quite simple. The beacon packet
(namely, safety message) is the only type of packet being transmitted. Bea-
con packets are broadcast, and packet collisions may happen. Each drone
will send a beacon packet periodically (but with some random jitter such as
drawing from a uniform distribution). When the next beacon arrives but the
previous beacon hasn’t been transmitted yet, we simply drop the previous
beacon and try to transmit the new beacon instead. The time interval of
sending a beacon packet should be short enough to ensure other drones can
get the information timely. We will vary it in our experiments. When a
drone receives a beacon packet, it will add the sender and all sender’s neigh-
bors (within a certain distance) to its own neighbor list, and save or update
the information in this packet. If a drone does not receive the beacon packet
sent by a neighbor within a time period, that drone will not be considered
a neighbor anymore and will be removed from the list. Based on the bea-
con packet, drones have the ability to know the information (e.g., speed and
position) of others to plan its further operation.

We consider the impact of physical and MAC layers in wireless communi-
cation (introduced in Section 2.2.4 and 2.3). Packets may be lost by packet
collisions or bit errors during the transmission. We detect packet loss by com-
paring the sequence number between the received beacon. If the gap of the
sequence number is not one between the two newest received beacons for one
neighbor, then it indicates that some packets have been lost. We use two ra-
dio models in our project: scalar radio with log-distance path loss model and
the unit disk model. For the former one, the transmit power will encounter
path loss which means a longer distance between sender and receiver leads
to a higher probability of packet loss (caused by the bit errors) [78]. For the
unit disk model, communications are guaranteed® if the distance is less than

one parameter called communication range [79].

3.4 Cost Model

We define the cost during an experiment, including the collision cost, the

speed cost, and the position cost. The total cost is defined by the following

LPLR is 0 for distance smaller than range and 100% for larger distance

35



equation, where 7 and 75 are the weight parameters for different types of

cost.

C = Cc + 7'105 + TQCp (7’1, T2 2 0)

The collision cost C. stands for the total cost caused by all collisions in

one experiment. It is

Cc = C * Ncollision

where c is the cost for one collision and nosion 18 the number of collisions
observed over the simulation time. Since we expect no collision to happen,
the value of ¢ is set to a very high value.

Speed cost is incurred by flying at a different speed than the preferred
speed. Therefore, the relationship between speed and cost should be that the
cost increases when the difference between the current speed and the preferred
speed increases. One example is the power function, and it is shown in the
Figure 3.4 below.

The parameter « is the power coefficient which equals to 2 in our project,

so our speed cost function is:

_ 2
fs (Ucurrenta vpreferred) =T (Upreferred - Ucurrent) 0 S Veurrent S Umaz

Hence, larger differences between current cruise speed and preferred speed
will be penalized much more, where a small range of speed change just has a
small impact on the final cost.

Speed and position information are recorded periodically (every 100 mil-
liseconds) during the simulation, and when a node is dropped, the recording
action for this node will stop. Hence, the different nodes may have a different
amount of the recorded speed and position values. We use t; to represent the
total amount of the recorded value for node k. In this way, the first speed
information we collected for node k can be written as vy, , the second is vy,,

and the last speed should be vy, .
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Preferrefd spee

Figure 3.4: An example power function for calculating speed cost

For one point (x,y) in the graph 3.4, the value of y stands for the cost of
a drone flying at x speed per second. So assume we have n drones marked
as 1 to n, respectively. If we know the speed set and the preferred speed
(represented by Vj for node k, for example) for each node, then the speed

cost can be expressed as

Cs = Zzifs(‘/iavij>

i=1j=1

Drones produce position costs when they are out of the preferred area.
The position cost will be zero when drones stay within the tube (In our
scenario, they should be at lanes in tiers 0 and 1). And otherwise, the cost
will increase with tier number. Figure 3.5 shows an function for calculating
position cost.

We have introduced the calculation for converting coordinates to tier num-
bers. Thus, we can infer the tier information for drones easily. Assume ti

represents tier number, then our position cost equation in this project is de-
fined by:
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Figure 3.5: An example function for calculating position cost

fo(ti) = 79 * max(0, ti — 2)°

In our scenario, despite the drone being allowed to be out of the tube,
it pays an enormous cost for doing that. Therefore, the exponent coefficient
in the position cost function is set to 3 to penalize drones that are far away
from the center of our tube. So, similarly, if parameter ¢;, represents the j-th

collected tier number for drone i, the total position cost is:

n ti

Cp = Z f d(tz’j)
i=1 j=1
The cost model is designed to express the result of our algorithm numer-
ically. Therefore, we need to lower the cost as much as possible to improve
performance. To achieve that, we should consider lowering each part of the
total cost, especially the collision cost, since we are not supposed to see any

collision happen.
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3.5 Key Parameters

Table 3.1 introduces key parameters and the related value we used in our

project.

Parameter

radius of the tube for zero cost area
minimal safety distance

drone generate interval
preferred speed distribution
preferred overtake speed
maximum speed

bitrate

noise power for channel models
backoff times in carrier sensing
cwMin

cwMax

sifsTime

slotTime

Collision cost coefficient

Speed cost weight

Speed cost function coefficient
Position cost weight

Position cost function coefficient

length of one entry of safety message

length of beacon header

Default value
2.5m
1m

1s
uniform(0.7, 1)
1m/s
30m/s
12Mbps
-90 dBm
7

31

1023
10us
20us
1000

1

2

5

3

144B

8B

Table 3.1: Key parameters in system model
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Chapter IV

Criteria-Based Switching/Overtaking Algorithm

In this chapter, we discuss our criteria-based algorithm. Section 4.1 intro-
duces the difference between drone overtaking and ground vehicle overtaking
and then gives the basic overview of how drones switch lanes in our scenario.
Section 4.2 and 4.3 present two baseline algorithms for comparative research.
Section 4.4 and 4.5 introduce the idea of our criteria-based algorithm and
give several sets of criteria that can make a significant difference in drone

behavior.

4.1 Overview

Overtaking for a drone is different from a vehicle. The most significant point
is overtaking direction. A ground vehicle should drive on the ground, which
is a plane. So the position vector is two-dimensional. But the drone is
flying in the airspace, and its position vector is three-dimensional. Hence,
if a ground vehicle moves forward, it will have a one-dimensional direction
space (left or right) for overtaking. But drones will need to operate in two
dimensions. Besides turning left or right, drones can also higher or lower
their flight altitude to avoid collisions (assume the tube is straight). Then
the drone theoretically should have infinite choices for choosing an overtaking
direction, while the ground vehicle only has two. Our project separates the
tube into several non-overlapping lanes to limit the choices and simplify the
scenario, for more detail see Section 3.1. Designing the strategy to select a
lane for overtaking is a crucial point for the algorithm to avoid collisions.
For the scenario of this project, one important assumption is that drones
can fly out of the tube, and the actual moving space is infinite (but with

penalties). Based on that assumption, the drone will sometimes face a choice
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to either slow down its speed to wait or fly out of the tube to overtake the front
one (a simple example is shown in Figure 4.1). This is a 2-D example. The
drone flies at 30m/s, it cannot turn left to avoid the collision since another
drone with a slower speed is currently in that lane. Switching to that lane
will cause another collision with this slower drone. So the faster drone faces
a choice to slow down or use the right lane (it is out of the tube) to respond
to the incoming collision.

The different decisions will lead to different amounts of position or speed
costs and will change the future topology. In addition, sometimes, the cost of
avoiding a collision may be higher than allowing it to happen. The purpose
of our algorithm is to try to prevent collisions as much as possible. This
project does not consider predicting all future states to optimize overall cost

or balancing the trade-off between collision and overtaking/switching.

zafely range

Figure 4.1: An example of a drone facing choice between slow down and move
out

The main objective of our project is to design a coordination-free lane-
switching/overtaking algorithm for drones. To evaluate its performance, we
introduce two baseline algorithms. Then, by comparing the results of those
baseline algorithms to the objective algorithm, we can quantify how our
coordination-free algorithms optimize the system.

This chapter introduces the details of two baselines algorithms and our
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objective coordination-free lane-switching/overtaking algorithm. In the in-
troductions of some algorithms, we use the word ”collision-free” to describe
them, which is only applicable in a no packet loss environment. In addition,
we will conduct experiments to test how packet loss affects the result of those

collision-free algorithms.

4.2 The Naive/Do-Nothing Algorithm

This algorithm uses the simplest strategy: doing nothing when drones know
they will suffer a collision. Namely, the behavior of drones is to keep the
current speed and lane permanently. Then when a drone detects an incoming
collision, it just ignores this information and keeps cruising as usual, until it

collides or reaches the end of the tube.

Obviously, all incoming collisions will happen so that the final collision
cost will be extremely high. At the same time, due to no action being taken,
drones will never change their speed and lane. Hence the other two types of
cost (i.e., speed and position costs) are always zero. Recalling from the cost
model, we set a very high cost value for each collision, such that the cost
incurred by overtaking is always less than waiting for a collision to happen.
Based on that, using the naive algorithm will lead to the worst-case result in
most scenarios. Therefore, the naive algorithm is the most basic algorithm

that we will compare other overtaking algorithms’ results against.

If other algorithms give a higher cost than the naive one, then it means
those algorithms have negative effects on the system. There are two possible
situations for that case. The first one is that those algorithms avoid some
incoming collisions, but the corresponding speed and position cost are higher
than the avoided collision cost. The other case is that algorithms prompt
drones to make wrong decisions that cause additional collisions. In both

cases those algorithms are not well designed.

In conclusion, the naive algorithm provides a low-level baseline to evaluate

the performance of other algorithms, we can get a worst-case result from it.
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4.3 ”Always slow down” Algorithm

The ” Always slow down” algorithm is collision-free because the drone will
never change lane but always choose to slow down its speed when it detects
an incoming collision with a drone in front. Based on this behavior, no drone
will be out of the tube, and thus the position cost should be zero forever. In
terms of speed cost, it should have a significantly high value because many
drones with a high preferred speed might keep the slow down state for a long

time.

If we say the naive algorithm performs the worst case across all other
algorithms, then this algorithm is expected to be the worst of all collision
avoidance algorithms. When facing an incoming collision, a drone has two
choices: switching lanes or slowing down to avoid it. Slowing down obviously
increases the speed cost. And switching lanes will sometimes lead to a lower

speed cost and a high position cost.

The speed cost for switching lanes usually is much lower than the speed
cost for slowing down. Recall from the system model in Section 3.2, that
drones should have a parameter named v,yertake, Which is a small value that
indicates the speed in the two-dimensional direction space for overtaking.
Hence the speed difference during the lane switching should also be very small.
But for slowing down, the speed difference depends on the cruise speed of the
drone in front. And based on our preferred speed distribution, that difference
is possibly larger than the former. In addition, the period for lane switching
is usually short (with our parameter settings, it is about one second), whereas
drones may need to keep the slow speed for many seconds after slowing down.
For these two reasons, we expect the speed cost for switching lanes usually is

lower than for slowing down.
In our evaluations, if an algorithm’s total cost is higher than this one, it

will be considered a bad algorithm. In other words, the objective algorithm

should perform much better than the always slow down algorithm.
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4.4 Criteria-based Algorithm

The criteria-based algorithm can use several lane-switching/overtaking cri-
teria for drones. When the current situation satisfies all requirements, the
drone will either switch its lane or overtake to avoid the incoming collision.
One thing to notice is that this algorithm allows for collisions since drones
may not receive or update the safety information of neighbors and then make
a wrong decision, or two drones may switch onto the sane lane simultaneously

and collide.

)

This algorithm is ” coordination-free,” which means drones can only share
their position, velocity, and neighbor information (also just speed and position
information) with others. Drones react to different situations independently,
they will not tell any decisions they have made and will not negotiate about
them. To use a real-world analogy, it is like you drive a vehicle on a crowded
road, and other drivers would not flash the turn signal, so you have to react
with lane swaps to the actions of other vehicles, or proactively overtake others
and hope they will not have a conflict with you. Further building on that

analogy, coordination could be calling other drivers and starting a negotiation.

Figure 4.2 shows the main procedure of our algorithm. Here we only
explain the ”"black” part of the figure which shows the basic procedure. The
"red” part of the figure is related to moving back to the tube, and we will
introduce it in Section 4.5.8. Our algorithm has four main states. They
are ideal, criteria check, overtaking, and slow down. Roughly speaking, each
drone initially stays at the ideal state, and it will turn into the criteria check
stage as soon as an incoming collision is detected. If all criteria are satisfied,
then the drone will start switching lanes or overtaking. If not, it has to slow
down its speed and wait to check again. Finally, the drone will be back to
the ideal state when the switching or overtaking action is finished. In the
following section, we will introduce these states in detail.

We design many different criteria sets for this algorithm to compare re-
sults. In general, strict criteria cause less switching or overtaking, and the
collision count would be low. Loose criteria are expected to have more of
those actions and a higher collision rate. So one objective here is to see which

sets of criteria can perform better in which cases, and to attempt to find the
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Figure 4.2: Procedure graph of criteria-based algorithms

trade-off between some simulation parameters, then give our recommendation

in different scenarios.

4.5 Algorithm States

4.5.1 Ideal State

Being in the ideal state means that a drone is driving at its preferred speed,
and no action needs to be taken. In this stage the drone will only have one
task, which is detecting future collisions. Each time the drone receives a
‘new’ beacon packet from others, it will calculate an estimated collision time
with the drones whose position information is updated. However, since only
the drones behind need to respond to the incoming collision in our scenario,

the calculated collision time is useful only for the drone behind!. If the

! For a drone, that calculation is only carried out for drones that are ahead of it
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drone calculates that time for the drone behind it, it will simply ignore the
calculation and do nothing for that value.

Assume (pzg, pyr, pzx) and (vag, vy, vzy) are the position and velocity
vector of drone k respectively. Then drone k should be able to learn (pz;,
py;, pzj) and (vz;, vy;, vz;) when it receives a beacon from drone j. By
performing the following calculation from solid geometry, we will get the
estimated collision time.

Firstly, calculate the difference between those two types of vectors:

dp = (dpe, dpy, dp:) = (pTr — PTj, DYK — PYj, D2k — DZj)
dv = (dys, dyy, dy,) = (VT — VTf, VYK — VY, V2 — VZ5)

Then the collision will happen at a time t when

t =min{0 <t < oo :||dvxt+dp|| <d}

Parameter d is the minimum safety distance of happening a collision.
Based on that, we can construct a quadratic equation to compute the value
of time t

(tdv, + dp,)* + (tdv, + dp,)* + (tdv, + dp,)* < d&*

We plug this into the general quadratic equation is:

at’> + bt +c=0
where a, b and c are:
@ = dy,” + dy? + d,.°
b=2x% (dyy * dpy + duy * dpy + dy, % dy,)

c=dy” +dy° +dy, — &

After solving the equation, we should get two solutions t1 and t2, which
represent a near solution and a far solution (an example is shown in Figure

4.3). A special case is when two drones move in different lanes, the quadratic
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equation above will have no solution so that those two drones will not collide

with each other (requires ||dp|| > d ).

Collision happen .

minimum safety distance

Front Drone

Collision happen

Behind Drone

Figure 4.3: Calculating time for future collisions

Based on the sign (positive or negative) of these two solutions, there are

four cases to distinguish:

e Both solutions are positive, then the estimated collision time is the

smaller one or either if they are equal.

e One is positive and another is negative, which means the behind drone
is already in the hazard area and should have suffered a collision with
the front drone. In that case, an error should be thrown since those two

drones should have been removed in the past.

e If both solutions are negative, it indicates the sender drone is behind

the receiver drone, and it is not any problem.
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e The last case is solutions are in the complex space, and that means

these two drones will never collide with each other

If the algorithm meets the first case and the time value is less than a
threshold ¢i5,eshora, it Will immediately turn into the next state, criteria check.
The purpose of setting t;n,esnoiq 18 to avoid that drones start overtaking at a
very early time (e.g., dozens of seconds before a collision happens). treshold
should depend on the speed difference. But for simplification, ¢;,esnoiq in our
project is set to a constant value of one second. One important reason for
that is to avoid the drone back to the initial lane due to another overtake.
An example is shown in Figure 4.4. In the right part, we do not set tipreshold-
Then the drone will immediately switch lane to avoid colliding with the drone
in front. However, after switching, it faces another incoming collision with
another drone. Therefore, it needs to switch lane again. One possibility is to
go back to the original lane. In that case, it should have the third switching to
avoid the drone in front (notice the original goal is just to avoid that drone).
But with the t;,csn0q in the left-hand side of the figure, the drone will avoid
switching until the estimated collision time is less than t;, esnoiq- Hence only

one switching is performed in this case.

4.5.2  Criteria Check and Slow Down

In the criteria check state, lanes around drones are required to satisfy all
the rules to lower the risk of collision during overtaking or lane switching.
In the system model section, we have defined the tube layout in which each
lane will have six neighbor lanes. Drones will check those lanes in turn to
find a feasible route for collision avoidance. When a drone passes the check
for one lane, it will enter the overtake/switching state and set the target
lane to the one that satisfies the criteria. If several neighbor lanes meet
the criteria, there is a secondary-criteria check to pick the best one. And
in other cases, it needs to set its speed to the same as the front drone to
avoid collision. Corresponding, it will move to the slow down state. However,
with the change of surroundings, drones may pass the rule check after slowing
down their speed. If the predecessor speeds up or goes to another lane, drones

go back to the ideal state and cruise at their preferred speed. Therefore, we
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Figure 4.4: Two cases for starting overtaking at different time

implement a continuous check mechanism, in which drones check the criteria
every second until it satisfies all the rules or the predecessor goes away.

In the following section, we introduce several criteria.

4.5.8 The Most Basic Criteria

The criterion has only one rule: "there is enough space between me and
the drone in front of me.” The expression "in front of” refers to two drones
sharing the same lane, one being in front of the other. This rule will ensure
a sufficiently large gap between the "prepare to overtake” drone and the
"be overtaken” drone so that no collision will happen when the behind drone
switches lane or overtakes. This criterion avoids the rear-end collisions caused
by the starting of a switching. This kind of collision will not happen in the

always slow down algorithm since drones choose to slow their speed, and the
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rear-end can be avoided. But in other algorithms, we encourage the drone
to switch or overtake. Hence, when a drone needs to do lane switching or
overtaking, its speed should be larger than the first drone in front. Therefore,
due to the acceleration, the behind drone might actively collide with the ahead
drone if there is not a sufficient gap between them. The following Figure 4.5

shows how that criterion can prevent this kind of collision.

‘-‘r_‘_ g
safety diistance 0

: enough gap

S

O—l-

no collision happen
collision happen here

without enough gap with enough gap

Figure 4.5: The importance of having enough gap between two drone

This set provides the lowest safety for drones since it cannot prevent col-
lisions caused by other reasons, such as the collision with the drone in the
target lane or collision with other drones also selecting the target lane for
overtaking. In other words, this basic criterion cannot ensure the safety of
drones in different lanes. But it also indicates that if the probability of there
being a drone in other lanes is low, this criterion will likely be able to prevent
most collisions. So, it is expected to perform well only the drone density is

sufficiently low.

4.5.4  Target Lane Criteria

When switching lane or overtaking, the drone needs to select a target lane to

start those actions. In this set, we add some criteria to restrict the eligibility
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of target lanes.

The criteria are as follows:

e There is enough space between me and the ahead drone, which is the

closest to me.

e There is some empty space in the target lane for me to switch lane

safely.

The added rule for the target lane aims to avoid collisions with drones
in the target lane. We set two different standards for the empty space. The
first one requires more space but is safer in that it can ensure the drone who
are planning to switch lanes will not collide with other drones in the target
lane. The following equation can calculate the expected length value of this
gap where Uppqe and Uy, are the maximum and minimal preferred speeds

for drones, respectively. And tsyitching is the time used for switching lane.

length’ = 2% (Upmax - Upmin) * tswitching

But in reality, drones should not know some parameters such as the max-
imum or minimum preferred speed of other drones. In the simulation, we will
replace the safety length with a fixed simulation parameter, which will make
the safety length inaccurate. Sometimes that fixed parameter is smaller than
the actual safety value we calculated above. And in these cases, a collision

may happen in the area that we "ignored.”

4.5.5 Target-Neighbor Lane Criteria

Another rule is added for neighbor lanes of the target lane; hence drones can
avoid some collisions caused by concurrent overtaking from two drones select
the same lane.

The criteria are listed as follows:

e There is enough space between me and the ahead drone.

e There is some empty space in the target lane.
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e There is some empty space in the neighbor lanes of the target lane

(except the original lane).

The actual safety length of the empty space for neighbor lanes depends on
several physical considerations such as maximum acceleration or deceleration,
so here we simply use another fixed simulation parameter to represent that.
And similar to the target lane criteria, two versions are given, one with full
value, and the second one being half that value. If the first standard is used,
no collisions are expected to happen since no other drones can be too close

during the overtaking or switching action.

4.5.6  Loose Target-Neighbor Lane Criteria

Instead of requiring no drones in neighbor lanes, we only check whether the
speed of the current drone is the fastest for all the neighbor lanes in some
range.

The criteria are listed as follows:

e There is enough space between me and the ahead drone.
e There is some empty space in the target lane.

e [ have the fastest speed for all neighbor lanes in some range.

Here, the "range” value is the same as "some empty space.” This criterion
is also collision-free once we use the first standard of the safety length value,
since only one drone can overtake in a piece of the tube, and then no collision

should happen due to concurrent lane switching action.

4.5.7  Secondary Criteria Check

Due to multiple feasible lanes that might exist after applying the criteria
check, we need another check to distinguish which one is the best for the
current case. Hence we set secondary criteria check for those lanes that passed
the first criteria check.

The procedure of this check is:
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e First, select all lanes with the lowest tier number (as introduced in
Section 3.1). In this step, we treat all tiers within the tube (in our
scenario, they are tier one and tier two) as the same, since drones flying

in these tiers will not incur any position cost.

e Then, for each filtered lane, calculate the estimated collision time with

the first drone in front in the same lane.

e Finally, select the lane with the longest estimated time as the target

lane. If there is more than one feasible lane, randomly select one.

The basic idea for the secondary criteria check is to prioritize lanes with a
smaller tier number, as it can directly reduce the potential position cost. We
then use the estimated collision time as the secondary criteria to choose the
suitable lane. Note that we do not consider further things. But it can help
postpone the time before the next overtaking. When this happens at the end
of the tube, it might even help to avoid the next overtake. One thing that
needs to be noticed is that our algorithm does not balance the first check
(tier number) and the second check (estimated collision time). That is, lanes
with lower tier numbers always win over lanes with longer estimated collision

time.

4.5.8 Overtake / Switch lane

In the Overtake/switch lane state, drones first change their velocity to move
to another lane. In our algorithm, the speed along the y-axis is not changed
during the lane switching. Recall that drones are asked to fly in parallel to
the y-axis, so when switching lanes the velocity value along the x-axis or
z-axis or both will not be zero anymore. During the check state, the drone
has found a target lane with its position vector (t,,t,,t.). Note that we have
a parameter voyerake t0 restrict the velocity value along the x-axis or z-axis.
Hence we can calculate the desired velocity vector for lane switching.
Assuming the drone’s current position is (py, py, p.), we can first calculate

the normalized vector of the expected overtake speed.

n = (ng,0,n,) = normalized(t, — p,, 0, t. —p,)
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Then the velocity v will be calculated by:

V= (’Ux, Uy, Uz) = (nx * Vovertake; Uy, Tz * Uovertake)

Vovertake 1S & value of the maximum speed in the x and z axis.

Then the time ¢ for that lane switching is:

t:r — Pz tz — Dz
= or
Vg Vy

t

Using which fraction depends on whether v, or v, is zero.

When they finish moving to another lane, drones will switch back to the
ideal state or move back to the original lane, depending on which mode
(switching or overtaking) they have enabled. In the overtaking mode, drones
are expected to check the criteria for the origin as their target. These checks
will happen periodically if drones fail to find a safe route. However, the drone
may not be able to go back to the original lane due to either (1) there not
being a suitable route for a prolonged amount of time, or (2) it needs another
overtake to respond to an upcoming situation, or (3) it reaches the end of
the tube. For all these cases, the drone will finish the periodic check, set the
current lane as the original lane, and start to prepare the new overtaking if
needed.

Since staying in lanes with a large tier number leads to a huge position
cost, even a drone with switching mode should go back to lanes that are in a
low tier. Here we introduce the "red” part of the procedure graph shows in
Figure 4.2.

If a drone has moved out of the zero-cost area, it will firstly speed up
and then attempt to move into the tube, but this time, the target lane may
not be the original lane it has used before. Only lanes, whose tier number is
smaller than its current lane are considered as potentially feasible lanes. Also,
a similar periodical lane criteria check will be performed to decide whether
we can switch lanes right now.

Once a successful switching has finished, drones will either go back to the
ideal state or continue to move towards lower tiers, depending on whether

they are in zero-cost area. If they go back to the ideal state, their speed
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should be set again to the preferred value. It is possible to detect a new
incoming collision during the criteria checking. If drones detect this type of
collision, they will then finish the checking process and change the state to
the original criteria check state to avoid the upcoming collision. Once the
collision avoidance process is ended, drones should be set to the red criteria-
check state again to continue to move into the zero-cost area.

Also, the recursive overtaking problem only happens when the drone
chooses to overtake rather than switch. In other words, using switching in-
stead of overtaking can avoid this kind of problem, and leads to a simple

algorithm.
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Chapter V

Simulations and Results

This chapter focuses on showing simulation results and explaining them.
In Section 6.1, we give the basic simulation parameters to help readers better
understand our simulation. We also provide the result of the preliminary
study in Section 5.2 to narrow down the set of parameters to be varied in
further simulations. In addition, it can also help to answer the third research

question.

e RQ3: Can we find a "genie” solution (i.e. guarantee no collision) for

the problem?
Based on our first and second research questions:

e RQ1: Can our coordination-free algorithms perform better than the

baseline? Do they have any limitations?

e RQ2: What factors (drone density, noise, etc.) have significant impact

on performance, and how do they affect it? Can we explain that?

We ran several simulations and varied key parameters to see how they
affected the cost performance. Results are shown in section 5.3, help to
answer those two research questions. Moreover, in section 5.4, we will show

an interesting phenomenon we discovered during the research.

5.1 Basic Simulation Environment and Parameters

All simulations in this project were built and ran under OMNet++ 5.6.2
in the Linux operating system. Simulations are built based on the INET

framework version 4.3.2 and a local broadcast protocol framework.
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In our simulation implementation, there are two kinds of module: node
and node manager. Node is the object we observe during the simulation.
Each node can be seen as a drone. It is an extended version of ad-hoc host
in INET framework that we add two important sub-modules: transceiver
and processor. Transceiver is used for transmitting and receiving beacons
to all nearby nodes by following the local broadcast protocol. Processor
analyzes the received beacon and responds to the incoming collisions. Node
manager acts as the administrator of the simulation network, it generates
drones according to the configuration file and removes drones when it detects
collisions or arrivals.

Table 5.1 shows the basic simulation parameters that are not varied across

all our simulations.

Parameter Value

IEEE 802.11 version 11p

Zero position cost area radius 2.5m

Lane distance 1m

Tier number in zero position cost area 2

Minimum Safety Distance 0.5m

Node generating period 1s

Max speed 30mps
Preferred Speed Distribution uniform(0.67,1)
Mac layer channel model log-distance model
Bitrate 12Mbps
Collision cost coefficient 1000

Speed cost weight (1) 1

Position cost weight (73) 5

Table 5.1: Fixed simulation parameters introduced in Chapter 111

And the Table 5.2 represents the parameters of the variables that we are
going to vary to explore their effect.

Note that, 30s simulation time is just for the preliminary study in Section
5.2. 2500m length and 200s, 400s time are just for Section 5.4.2 in this
chapter. Furthermore, we use random inter-arrival time beacon transmission
to avoid packet collision. For the results in Section 5.2, 5.3, and 5.4, our

graphs show the average values of 30, 100, and 300 receptions, respectively.
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Parameter Value

Repeat 30,100,300

Tube length 1000m, 2500m
Simulation time 30s, 100s, 200s, 400s
Average number of drone generated at each epoch 0.5..7 step 0.5

Path loss exponent 2,3

Collision avoidance algorithm 8 different algorithms
Transmit power 0.01W, 0.0056W, 0.001W
Average number of beacon per second 25, 28, 33, 40 ,50

Table 5.2: Varied simulation parameters

5.2 Preliminary Study

At the early stages of this project, we had a preliminary study to access the
magnitude of impact of simulation parameters with the goal of identifying
less relevant ones and fixing their parameters. With this study, we can know
which criteria are valuable for further simulations. In this section, we present

our findings.

5.2.1 Comparing Different Criteria

Based on the criteria-based algorithm introduced in Section 4.4, we prepared
eight set of rules for lane switching and then compared their overall perfor-
mance to find out some better algorithms for further simulation.

The eight algorithms are:

Index description

Naive

Always slow down

Loose Target-Neighbor lane criteria, using full safety distance
only check target lane, using full safety distance

Loose Target-Neighbor lane criteria, using half safety distance
Target-Neighbor lane criteria, using full safety distance
Target-Neighbor lane criteria, using half safety distance

only check target lane, using half safety distance

N O Ul W N~ O

Table 5.3: Possible collision avoidance methods

Algorithm 0 was introduced in section 4.2, and algorithm 1 was in section
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4.3. Algorithm 2 and 4 were explained in section 4.5.6. Algorithm 3 and 7
were in section 4.5.4. Finally, algorithms 5 and 6 were explained in section
4.5.5.

The total cost for those algorithms are shown in Figures 5.1 and 5.2. In
this simulation set, the simulation time is set to 30s, and the drone generation
rate (how many drones are generated each second) varies from 1 to 7, with
one as the step. In Figure 5.1, the total cost increase appears to be broadly
linear. There is a significant difference between the naive algorithm and the
others. The naive algorithm costs approximately eight times as much as other
algorithms due to its high collision cost. In addition, the cost increases with a
larger slope compared to others. This result meets our expectations since the
naive algorithm cannot avoid any kind of collisions. Furthermore, algorithms
related to our criteria-based algorithm all have a quite small value of total

cost compared to the naive algorithm, hence showing a clear advantage.

Relationship between total cost and drone generate rate

60000

— algorithm 0 algorithm 3 algorithm 6
algorithm 1  —— algorithm4  —— algorithm 7
50000 { —— algorithm 2 algorithm 5

40000 +

30000 +

total cost

20000 -

10000 +

0] @ = § v -

T T T T T T T
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Drone generation rate

Figure 5.1: Total cost of eight algorithms

In Figure 5.2, we eliminate the line for the naive algorithm to make the
difference between the other algorithms clear. Based on this result, we can
separate those algorithms into two groups: algorithms 1,4,7 are in the bad

performance group, and algorithms 2,3,5,6 are in the good performance group.
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Except for the algorithm named ”Target-Neighbor lane criteria, using half
safety distance,” all other algorithms which just check half the safety length
are in the bad group. However, if we only consider the low-density case (i.e.,
when the generation rate is less than 3), algorithms 2-7 seem to perform
equally well. After that, if we increase the drone generation rate, the cost
for algorithms 4 and 7 increases significantly faster than the cost of other
algorithms (except algorithm 1).

One thing to be noticed is that algorithm 1 is the ”always slow down”
algorithm, which we have expected to be the worst solution to the drone
collision problem (aside from the naive algorithm), but the result for algo-
rithm 7 is larger than the ”worst case,” for high generation rate surprisingly.
That indicates algorithm 7 (only checking target lane, using half the safety

distance) is a weak solution.

6000 4 — algorithm 1 algorithm 4 ~ —— algorithm &
algorithm 2 —— algorithm 5 algorithm 7
—— algorithm 3

5000 +

4000 +

3000 +

total cost

2000 +

1000 A

T T T T T T T
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Drone generation rate

Figure 5.2: Total cost without naive algorithms

Figure 5.3 shows the collision cost for algorithms 1-7. Obviously, algo-
rithm 1 and 5 (Always slow down, and Target-Neighbor lane criteria, using
full safety distance) have zero collision cost. Algorithms 2,3,6 have a minor
collision cost, but for algorithms 4 and 7 the cost is much higher suggesting

that they will have a high probability of drone collisions.
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Figure 5.3: Collision cost of eight algorithms

Combining results for the total cost and collision cost, we find that algo-
rithm 5 performs the best as it is in the good performance group in terms of
total cost and has no collisions during the simulation. Algorithms 2,3,6 are
also good enough that we can experiment with them further. However, for
other algorithms, those preliminary results indicate that their performance
is significantly worse than the algorithms above, so we are not interested in

them and will not test them in more detail.

5.2.2  Switching vs Overtaking

In the algorithm introduction (Section 4.1), we distinguished two modes for
collision avoidance: lane switching and overtaking. In this section we compare
the performance of those two modes. Specifically, algorithms 2,3,5,6 are tested
with 1, 5, and 7 as the drone generation rate, representing the low, medium,
and high drone density, respectively. In this thesis, we only show the results
for ”drone generation rate = 5” since the results for others are very similar.

The results (shown in Figure 5.4) indicate that there is only a minor
difference between switching and overtaking mode, so it is hard to say which

one is better in this case. Because of the small difference, there is no need
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Figure 5.4: Total cost of switching and overtaking mode

to experiment with both in the following simulation. In Section 4.5.8, one
important feature of lane switching is that it avoids the recursive overtaking
problem. This can make the collision avoidance algorithm simpler. Hence,

we finally decided to use lane switching as the only mode for further testing.

5.2.3 Elffect of Packet Loss

Section 2.4 introduced that packet loss plays an important role in wireless
communication. It could be the main problem for nodes to exchange infor-
mation for safety use. Hence, one goal here is to see how packet loss can affect
our algorithm’s performance and whether it can even let collisions happen in
a ”collision-free” algorithm. We compared results using the unit disk model
and the log distance packet loss model for the four algorithms we are inter-
ested. By setting the numbers of beacon per second to 50, the interference
between packets should be serious in log-distance model, and many packets
might get lost. For the unit disk model with a communication range of 200m,
we disable the effect of path loss so that packet loss can only be caused by
packet collisions, which leads to lower packet loss compared with the former
model.

Our results are shown in Figure 5.5 and 5.6, which reveal the difference
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for total cost and collision count, respectively. Notice that the beaconing rate
in this simulation is high (about 50 packets each second). From now on, we
will use abbreviations for the four better coordination-free algorithms, shown

in the following table.

Criteria the algorithm used Abbreviation
Loose Target-Neighbor lane criteria, using full safety distance Loose T-N-full
Only check target lane, using full safety distance T-full
Target-Neighbor lane criteria, using full safety distance T-N-full
Target-Neighbor lane criteria, using half safety distance T-N-half

Table 5.4: Abbreviation for the potentially good collision avoidance algo-
rithms

Obviously, with fewer packet losses by using the unit disk model, the total
cost for each algorithm is about 2.5 times lower than using log-distance model,
and that difference is mainly due to a large number of collisions in the latter
model. As for the collision count, there is a significant gap between those
two models, only a few collisions happened in unit disk model while nearly
half the drones were destroyed (around sixty collisions) using the log-distance
model. This result manifests that packet loss is the main reason for collisions
in our simulation environment.

The figure for collision count also indicates that no collision happened
for the Loose T-N-full and T-N-full algorithms. That result conforms to our
expectation in the introduction of those algorithms in Section 4.5. However,
due to the limit of the number of drones (at most 300 at the same time) and
the simulation time (just 100s), we are not confident enough to say that the
two algorithms are collision-free by using unit disk model.

In the remaining of this chapter, we do not consider the unit disk model
anymore, since log-distance model is more realistic, and we are interested to
see how packet loss is affected by our simulation parameters. Also, we aim
to find out at what level of packet loss rate our algorithm could have a good

performance.
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Figure 5.5: Total cost for the two mode
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Figure 5.6: Collision count for the two mode
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5.3 Impact of Key Parameters

In this section, we show results when varying a range of key parameters to
learn how each parameter affects the performance, helping us answer RQ2. In
addition, in the simulation, different algorithms are also seen as a parameter
to indicate the difference between different criteria. That can help us answer
RQL1.

Those parameters and the corresponding values are listed in Table 5.2,
except tube length and simulation time, which are set to 1000m and 100s,
respectively. Furthermore, we only test those algorithms that performed well
in Section 5.2.1. Overall, we have simulated 1680 parameter combinations,
and with 100 repetitions. For each combination, we have calculated the av-
erage over all repetitions. For the graphs and tables in this section, if we
only specify the value of one parameter, then the result shows the average
of all parameter combinations whose value of this parameter is equal to our

specification.

5.3.1 Collisions

The total collision counts for each drone generation rate is shown in Figure
5.7. Tt clearly shows that the T-N-half algorithm has the highest collision
count, and the next is T-full. T-N-full and Loose T-N-full perform similarly
well, their collision counts are close to each other.

When drone generation rate is less than 2.5, the collision count for all
algorithms increases with a quite small slope. In addition, there is no signifi-
cant difference in cost values in this case. However, when the generation rate
is more than 2.5, the collision counts for algorithms T-full and T-N-half start
to increase faster. For T-N-full and Loose T-N-full, this kind of drone gener-
ation rate threshold is 4.5. Only if the generation rate reaches 4.5 can we see
a significant increase of the collision count. Otherwise, the collision count is
quite close to zero. Moreover, in the most crowded situation (generation rate
= 7), the collision count for the best algorithm is about two times smaller
than for the worst algorithm.

Figure 5.8 shows the collision counts for different beacon intervals. The

values are quite small, and they grow very slowly when the beacon frequency
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Figure 5.7: Relationship between collision count and drone generation rate
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is either of 25, 28, 33 HZ. In other words, when drones send fewer than
around 33 beacon packets per second, only few collisions happen. When the
interval is around 0.025 seconds (i.e., 40 beacons per second), the collision
count sharply increases if drone generation rate is larger than 5.5. And for
the interval of 0.02 seconds, the collision count already starts to increase
when the generation rate reaches 4. In the most crowded situations, 0.02s
beacon interval leads to the most collisions, which is about three times than

the second one (0.025s) and about twenty times than others.
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Figure 5.8: Collision counts for different beacon interval

The two figures above indicate that both drone generation rate (drone
density) and beacon interval can significantly affect the collision count. More
transmitted packets cause a higher probability of having packet collisions,
leading to more packets being lost. Therefore, increasing the drone generation
rate, or reducing the beacon interval would increase the packet loss rate. And

lost packets translate into uncertainty about the position of other drones.

67



Hence, more collisions can happen.

Figure 5.9 shows the collision counts for different path loss exponents
and transmit powers. In cases when path loss = 3 or transmit power =
0.001W, the collision count remains a small value and grows steadily and
slowly with increasing drone generation rate . But in other cases, we can see
a "superlinear” growth of the collision count. For example, the differences
between (1) transmit power = 0.001W and 0.01W (2) Path loss = 3 and 2

are both obvious.
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Figure 5.9: Collision counts for different path loss exponent (left) transmit
power (right)

Path loss exponent and transmit power can also significantly influence the
collision count in our simulation. Like the drone generation rate and beacon
interval, these two parameters also impact the packet loss rate, However in
a different way. A smaller path loss exponent or a larger transmit power
would increase a drones’ interference range (also the communication range).
With larger communication and interference ranges, drones can receive bea-
con packets from others that are at a wider distance. This kind of effect
is a double-edged sword. On the one hand, drones can know more drone
safety information to avoid potential collisions with other faraway drones.
But, on the other hand, the possibility of receiving multiple beacons at the
same time would also increase (mostly through hidden-terminal collisions).

Leading to packet loss. An additional problem is that with a large commu-
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nication/interference range, a station will see more competitor when doing
carrier-sensing, leading to fewer transmit opportunities. Then, drones may
not be able to successfully update information for their neighbors. Finally,
more collisions happen.

Our result shows that increasing transmit power or having a smaller path
loss exponent can negatively affect the collision count. That indicates the
communication range when (1) path loss exponent = 3 or (2) transmit power
= 0.01W is large enough for drones to learn sufficient information to avoid
the collision. Lowering the path loss exponent or increasing transmit power
could enlarge the packet loss rate. And hence, the collision count would be
boosted.

Combining those four figures, all parameters concededly can significantly
affect the final results. The trends for all lines can be divided into two cat-
egories, the first is slowly growing, and the second is a superlinear increase
when drone generation rate is larger than a threshold. However, one problem
is that both transmit power and beacon interval should have poor performance
at their extreme values (very low, very high), and the optima is somewhere
in between. In our results, all simulations only show one-side effect. So we
cannot find the optima of these parameters.

To see whether our parameters can affect the drone destruction rate (de-
stroyed drones / all drones), in Figure 5.10, we show simulation results where
the drone destruction rate is > 0.05, since the difference is unclear in other
cases. In the figure, a triangle means the beacon interval is 0.2s (square is
0.25s), and blue shapes mean the transmit power is 0.01W. So, a blue triangle
represents that the beacon interval is 0.2s and the transmit power is 0.01W,
similar for other cases. And the path loss exponent is always 2.

Obviously, the destruction rate only exceeds 0.05 when the drone genera-
tion rate is greater than or equal to 4.5 and path loss exponent is 2. For other
values of interval (0.033, 0.035, and 0.04) and transmit power (0.001W), no
simulations reach the threshold.

With the increase of generation rate, the destruction rate for the simula-
tions with the same parameters shows approximately linear growth. Hence,
increasing the drone generation rate can have a worse effect on drones since

each of them would have a higher probability of being destroyed. In addi-
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Figure 5.10: Bad destruction rate (> 0.05) in different situations

tion, the increasing slopes for different parameter sets are also approximately
the same. This suggests that changing the drone generation rate’s effect is
independent of other parameters. If we fix the beacon interval and transmit
power, and increase the generation rate by 0.5, the destruction rate approxi-
mately grows by 0.075 £ 0.025.

Simulations, with 0.02s beacon interval and 0.01W transmit power give
the worst destruction rate, with more than 35% drones being destroyed by

collisions. That is the worst case observed in our simulations.
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5.3.2 Cost

Cost is the most important parameter to evaluate how good an algorithm
is. Recall from Section III that our cost model includes three types of cost:
position cost, speed cost, and collision cost. By combining all of them (with
weights for each cost), we can calculate a total cost to show the overall per-
formance. In this section, we only give a brief explanation of the figures and

provide more detailed discussion in Section 6.1.

Figure 5.11 shows the average total cost with different drone generation
rates. All four algorithms give a similar result. The total cost increases faster
as the drone generation rate increases. For example, the difference between
rate = 7 and rate = 6.5 is larger than the difference between rate = 6.5 and
rate = 6. Algorithm T-N-half always has the highest cost for each drone
generation rate, while algorithm T-N-full is the second one. The other two
algorithms perform around equally well all the time and always have the

lowest cost.

—— algorithm=Loose T-N-full
algorithrm=T-full

—— algorithm=T-M-full

—— algorithm=T-M-half

Total cost

Drone generation rate

Figure 5.11: Relationship between total cost and drone generation rate for
four different algorithms
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One thing to be noticed here is that the order of algorithms is different
in Figure 5.11 and Figure 5.7. An algorithm with a higher collision count
may not have a high total cost. It indicates a phenomenon that the cost of
avoiding a collision may be higher than the cost for letting it happen. Again,

this is discussed in Section 6.1.
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Figure 5.12: Effect of transmit power (bottom), path loss exponent (upper
left), and beacon interval (upper right) on the total cost of algorithm T-N-full

Figure 5.12 represents how transmit power, beacon interval, and path
loss exponent affects the total cost. Firstly, all lines shown in these three
graphs have a similar trend of a faster-than-linear increase of cost as the
drone generation rate increases. The results for path loss exponent of 2 are
always worse than these for 3. However, when the average beacon interval
equals 0.03s, 0.035s, or 0.04s, there is no significant difference on the graph.
When the beacon interval is less than or equal to 0.25, the impact on cost

becomes more pronounced when the drone generation rate is fixed. Finally,
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for large drone generation rates, increasing the transmit power (from 0.001W
to 0.01W) also substantially increase total cost.

As we have seen in the last section, changing these parameters can affect
the collision count. And with an increasing number of collisions, the collision
costs increase as well. Hence the total cost increases too. For example,
varying the path loss exponent from 3 to 2 causes more collisions. Hence the
total cost for path loss is 2 should approximately be the sum of the total
cost for a path loss exponent is 3 and the collision costs for the additional
collisions. That is the main reason for the difference when we change the
value of parameters, but note that these parameters also affect the position
and speed cost.

Our four switching algorithms have different rules for drones to start lane
switching. Leading to differences in the position cost and speed cost. We
record the values of each type of cost for all four criteria. Results are shown
in Figure 5.13.

We see that, speed cost is always higher than position cost, and position
cost is completely caused by lane switching. The speed cost is caused by
either slowing down or staying out tube!. So, here we cannot infer which
action (slowing or switching) incurs the highest cost.

Combining these two graphs, algorithm T-full is the best since it has mini-
mal speed and position cost. The second-best is the Loose T-N-full algorithm,
which shows a minor difference to the former. T-N-full seems to be the worst
as it has the second-highest speed cost and the highest position cost by some
meaning. However, if collision cost is considered, the actual performance and
the ordering of these algorithms changes, loose T-N-full is the best, and T-
N-full is now quite competitive. More discussion about this can be found in
Section 6.1.

In Table 5.5, we list the ratio of different types of cost to total cost in
different situations. We choose three cases for the drone generation rate,
which are 1, 4, and 7, to represent the situations of a low, medium, and high
drone density, respectively.

When drone density is low, Loose T-N-full has the highest ratio of speed

I As explained in Section 4.5.8, drones always use the maximum speed when they are out
of the tube.
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Figure 5.13: Position and speed cost for different algorithm.

generation rate = 1

generation rate = 4

generation rate = 7

s P c t s P c t S P c t
Loose T-N-full, | 0.8474 | 0.1525 | 0.0000 | 14564.54 | 0.7208 | 0.2791 | 0.0000 | 254573.57 0.4802 | 0.2456 | 0.2741 | 1013975.63
T-full 0.7865 | 0.1462 | 0.0673 | 14866.45 | 0.7280 | 0.1914 | 0.0806 | 260619.20 0.4530 | 0.1733 | 0.3736 | 1067897.93
T-N-full 0.7514 | 0.2486 | 0.0000 | 15166.10 | 0.6217 | 0.3783 | 0.0000 | 344094.7450 | 0.4480 | 0.3450 | 0.2070 | 1289570.29
T-N-half 0.7314 | 0.1454 | 0.1232 | 16235.38 | 0.6239 | 0.1762 | 0.1999 | 380149.7426 | 0.4654 | 0.1852 | 0.3495 | 1401528.97
s/p s/p s/p
Loose T-N-full, | 5.55 2.58 1.96
T-full 5.38 3.80 2.61
T-N-full 3.02 1.64 1.30
T-N-half 5.03 3.54 2.51

s = speed cost / total cost, p = position cost / total cost, ¢ = collision cost / total cost, t = total cost

Table 5.5: Ratio of different types of cost
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cost, while T-N-full has the highest ratio of position cost. That does not
change when the drone density becomes medium or high. It suggests that
drones using T-N-full are most likely to fly out of the tube and stay in this
state for a long time.

Increasing the drone density means that the value of s for each algorithm
decreases, especially for medium to high densities, s suffers a large attitude
of decrease than low to medium. The reason for the decrease of s is mainly
due to the increase of ¢. The collision ratio grows as the drone generation
rate increases, this phenomenon is more obvious when the density changes
from medium to high.

However, despite p also growing from low to medium density, it shows
slight reduction when density changes from medium to high. The growth of p
when the density is from low to medium is mainly due to the tube becoming
crowded and drones not finding an in-tube lane to switch to. Then more
drones would fly out of the tube, leading to an increase in position cost.
Furthermore, the slight reduction is also due to the growth of collision cost.

Considering the collision ratio ¢, T-N-full has the lowest value at all times.
Next is Loose T-N-full, then T-full, and finally T-N-half. But for the total
cost t, the owner of the lowest ¢ does not incur the lowest cost. This time,
Loose T-N-full performs the best, while T-full gives approximately the same
cost as the former, despite its high value of ¢ compared to others. One possible
conclusion is that the high value of ¢ does not mean bad performance. Again,
sometimes, the cost of avoiding a collision is higher than letting it happen.

The ratio s/p is also listed in the table. Recalling the definition of position
cost, it will be incurred only if a drone keeps staying out of the zero-cost area
of the tube. And from the algorithm description where in Chapter IV, drones
are allowed to be out of the tube when it is the only choice to avoid an
incoming collision. Hence, a lower s/p value means that drones are more
likely to move out of the tube to respond to a collision rather than to slow
down or switch to the in-tube lanes. Furthermore, more drones are out of
tube with increasing drone density.

Back to the data, Loose-T-N-full, T-full, and T-N-half have a similar
behaviour of s/p when the drone density is low, while T-N-full gives the
lowest value in that case. But algorithms T-full and T-N-half still have the
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highest value for medium and high density. T-N-full shows a significant drop
that its value is much smaller than the values of the two algorithms mentioned

above. At the same time, T-N-full still stays last.
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5.3.8  Switching Count

Continuing to understand how different algorithms can affect the switching
activities, we record the actual switching count for each simulation. Results
are shown in the Figure 5.14. Note that if a drone selects an out-tube lane
to switch to, then based on our design, it might switch back into the tube
even no upcoming collision is detected. In this case, we treat the switching
count as two. Based on the graph, drones with algorithm T-full are expected
to have the highest number of lane switching. Followed by Loose-T-N-full,
T-N-half, and T-N-full. Not surprisingly, the switching count increases when

we increase the drone density.
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Figure 5.14: Switching count for different algorithm

The result presented in Figure 5.15, shows that when the drone generation
rate is less than 4, switching count is not affected by path loss exponent,
beacon interval, and transmit power. In other cases, using a lower path loss

exponent, or shortening the beacon interval, or expanding the transmit power
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can slightly increase the number of lane switching.
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Figure 5.15: Switching count for different values of parameters for T-N-full
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5.83.4 Packet Loss

Packet loss is the main reason for drone collisions in our project. Figure 5.16

shows the results for packet loss value.
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Figure 5.16: Packet loss for different values of parameters

From the figure, the algorithm can slightly affect the packet loss count.
The reason is that different algorithms would cause different collision counts,
then different collision counts lead to different total numbers of existing
drones, which in turn affects the packet loss rate.

How these parameters affect the packet loss rate has been discussed in
section 5.3.1. Here, we focus on comparing the trends between packet loss
rate (Figure 5.16) and collision count (Figure 5.8, Figure 5.9).

The most obvious one is related to the beacon interval. In the packet loss

rate Figure 5.16, the line trend is always superlinear. But for the collision
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count, the value nearly does not change as long as drone generation rate <
4%, And after that, it shows a faster growth speed than the packet loss figure.
For other parameters, this phenomenon also exists.

That means that packet loss only slightly affects the collision count if
the packet loss rate is lower than a threshold value. But, once the packet
loss rate is higher than the threshold, it can significantly affect the collision
count. The reason is that when the loss rate is low, drones can update
safety information on time, the deviation between the received information
and the actual situation is small, and drones make good decisions almost all
the time. However, when the loss rate exceeds the threshold, drones cannot
receive beacon packets from others. Hence, drones are more likely to make

the wrong decision by using outdated data.

2In detail, when the beacon interval is 0.02s, the generation rate threshold is 4. When
the beacon interval is 0.025s, the generation rate threshold is 5.5. For other cases, the
collision count always grows very slowly
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5.4 Runs in Extreme Conditions

Based on the last simulation, we can preliminarily infer that beacon interval,
path loss exponent, and transmit power can significantly affect the total cost.
At this stage, we also prefer to learn how our algorithm performs in one of
the very bad situations (When beacon interval = 0.025s, path loss exponent

= 2, transmit power = 0.1W).

5.4.1 Cost and Collision

In Figure 5.17, the total cost of all algorithms show a slow growth before the
drone generation rate reaches 5.5, then the slopes of those lines become much
larger. In addition, their performance is quite similar, but still with visible
differences. Based on that, loose T-N-full is still the best algorithm in this

situation.
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Figure 5.17: Total cost for four algorithms
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In Figure 5.18, we present results for the position cost. They do not
show anything surprising. Similar to Figure 5.13, T-N-full incurs the highest
position cost, Loose-T-N-full and T-N-half have a similar performance, while
T-full is always better than the others.
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Figure 5.18: Position cost for four algorithms

In Figure 5.19, we can see that the speed cost does not increase all the
time. It decreases when the drone generation rate becomes (1) 5 for T-full
and Loose-T-N-full (2) 5.5 for T-N-full and T-N-half. The reduction of speed
cost could due be able to (1) drones do no longer choose to slow down as they
cannot "see” the drone ahead as a result of packet losses, or (2) more drones
are destroyed so that the overall speed cost decreases.

In Figure 5.20, the increasing trends of lines are analogous to the lines in
Figure 5.17. Collision cost has an explosive growth when the generation rate
is larger than 5.5, since the packet loss rate starts to significantly influence

the collision count at that time.
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Figure 5.19: Speed cost for four algorithms
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Figure 5.20: Collision cost for four algorithms
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5.4.2  Oscillations

From the last section, we can find that most collisions happen when the
drone tube is crowded. To learn more about this phenomenon, we run further

simulations to collect data.

== Loose T-N-full == T-M-half T-full == T-N-full
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collision count
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Figure 5.21: Collisions in the n-th second for four algorithms

In Figure 5.21, we count how many collisions happened in each second
during the whole simulation. The values of y-axis represent the total number
of collisions happened in the value of x-axis second for one hundred repeti-
tions. Interestingly, two visible oscillations are shown between [40s,60s] and
[70s,90s], and small oscillations exist everywhere in the line.

What’s more, it seems that the amplitude of the second ”big” oscillation
is slightly smaller than the first one. To further investigate this conjecture,
we extend the simulation time from 100 seconds to 400 seconds to see what
the "big” oscillations look like in this situation. Since all algorithms show a
similar shape, we only test Loose-T-N-full this time. The results are shown
in Figure 5.22. Note that the y-axis is the average collision count for each
repetition instead of the total collision count. Between 50 and 250 second, we
can still recognize distinct oscillation of decreasing amplitude, and afterward

things appear to become irregular that sort of stationary.

84



1.50

1.25

1.00

0.75 A

collision count

0.50 A

0.25 A

7

0.00 A

J

tube length_ =1000m
simulation time = 400s

T
0

Figure 5.22: Collisions in the n-th second when simulation time = 400s

In Figures 5.23 and 5.24 show the packet loss count and node count in
the n-th second, respectively. Oscillations also exist in both graphs, having
a similar shape. The difference is that node counts always keep increasing

between the start and the 50th second, whenever the packet loss count does

T
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not significantly grow before the 10th second.
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Figure 5.24: Node counts in the n-th second when simulation time = 400s
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Another important parameter we have not changed before is the tube

length. A longer length means that the drone tube can accommodate more

drones simultaneously, which may affect the results of our simulations. Being

inspired by Figures 5.22, 5.23, and 5.24, we run the simulations which increase

the simulation time and tube length to see whether the oscillation still exists.

This time, oscillations are always irregular, and the amplitude is small.

This shape is quite similar to the situation for the time between 250s and 400s

in Figure 5.25. The node count and packet loss count show similar shapes.
In Figures 5.22, 5.23, and 5.24, we find that when the oscillation becomes

irregular, the node and packet loss count do not change significant anymore.

This phenomenon is also visible in Figure 5.25 from the 100th second to the

end.
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Chapter VI
Discussion

In this chapter, we discuss the performance results of our algorithms in
Section 6.1. We also briefly explain the oscillations observed in Section 5.4.2.
In Section 6.2, we indicate the limitations of this study and suggest some
future work.

6.1 Algorithm Performance

In this project, algorithm performance is measured by the value of total cost,
including speed, position, and collision cost. Based on our preliminary study,
our coordination-free algorithms can prevent many collisions. However, in
an environment where the packet loss rate is very high, our algorithms can
only avoid half of the incoming collisions. In this section, we discuss our four
better algorithms and compare and summarize them.

From Figure 5.11, we cannot see a significant difference between the total
costs of those algorithms when the drone generation rate is low. When we
spawn more drones, we find that Loose T-N-full always has the best perfor-
mance, and T-full has a slightly higher cost than Loose T-N-full. T-N-full
and T-N-half are the third and fourth ones, respectively. Considering the
collision count shown in Figure 5.7, one phenomenon is that algorithms with

lower collision counts may not have the smaller total cost.

6.1.1 T-N-full

One case is the T-N-full algorithm. It always shows the smallest number of
collisions, even avoiding all collisions when the drone generation rate is not
high, but the total cost of it is surprisingly high. From Table 5.5 and Figure
5.13, we can see that its position cost and speed cost are relatively high.
Especially the position cost are nearly twice as high than for other three

algorithms. However, drones using this algorithm even have the smallest
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number of lane switching. Based on the definition of T-N-full, being allowed
to start a switching is quite hard for a drone since it must ensure no other
drones in all neighbor lanes of the target lane exist in some range.

This strict criterion of the algorithm has two effects. The obvious one is
that more drones are expected to slow down the speed to respond to incoming
collisions. This will lead to a high speed cost of this algorithm. Another effect
is that drones are more likely to choose the outer lanes for switching. That
is because drones are generated and expected to stay in the zero-cost area,
leading to the probability of finding a drone in a zero-cost area being much
higher than finding it out of the tube. Hence the lanes which are out of the
tube have more chance to satisfy the criteria. One example is shown in the
following (see Figure 6.1). If the target lane is in tier 0, then all neighbor
lanes are in the zero-cost area. If it is in tier 1, then three of six neighbor
lanes are in the tube. When the target is in tier 2, only two of six neighbor
lanes are in the tube, and these are likely more crowded. For this reason,
drones are more likely to fly out of the tube. In addition, drones are also
relatively hard to move into the zero-cost area since lanes in tube are quite

crowded. This is why T-H-full has relatively high position cost.
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Figure 6.1: An example of why the probability of selecting outer lanes is
higher

We summarize the features of T-N-full. Firstly, it is conservative in that
the drone is only allowed to switch lanes when the nearby airspace totally has

no other drones, and so the probability of having collisions by concurrency
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should be small. But the disadvantage of the conservatism is that drones
already out of the tube find it quite hard to move back into the tube. That
causes the high position cost. If the coefficient/weight of position cost is
small and keeping fewer collisions is more important, then this algorithm is

expected to have a good performance.

6.1.2 T-full

T-full shows quite the opposite: a higher collision cost does not automatically
lead to a high total cost. In Figure 5.7, the collision count of T-full is very
high, but the total cost of it is nearly the lowest one. From the graph (Figure
5.14) showing the switching count, T-full shows the highest lane switching
numbers. In T-full, drones only check circumstances on the target lane and do
not consider any other lanes. On the one hand, the criteria for this algorithm
is much looser that the drone can be encouraged to avoid collision by switching
lanes, and hence leads to a low speed and position. On the other hand,
simultaneous switching can happen quite often as drones do not care about

who may also switch to the target lane.

From the results of position and speed cost in Figure 5.13, T-full causes
the lowest position and speed cost at the same time. That is because more
switching chances can shorten the total time of slowing down, and also shorten
the waiting time when the drone is out of the tube. Thus both speed and

position cost should be relatively low compared to other algorithms.

Considering the relationship between this algorithm’s total cost and col-
lision cost (in Figures 5.7 and 5.11), we can clearly see the trade-off between
switching count, collision count, and total cost. Allowing more lane switching
will lead to more collisions, but the cost of allowing those additional collisions
is smaller than the cost of avoiding them. In other words, sometimes avoiding
an incoming collision incurs a higher cost than letting it happen. But that
conclusion only holds for our current coefficients/weights for different types
of costs. If the collision cost coefficient becomes higher, this algorithm will

not be considered as a good one.
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6.1.3 T-N-half

The difference between T-N-half and T-N-full is that the former one checks
only half of the safety range than the latter during the criteria check stage.
Our purpose is to allow more lane switching while still restricting collisions
caused by simultaneous lane switching. Our results show that this is a failed
attempt, as this algorithm has the highest total cost, the most collisions, and

the highest speed cost compared to other algorithms.

In this and the following sections, we define ”simultaneous lane switching
collision” as a collision type. This type of collision is caused by two drones
in different lanes simultaneously selecting a same target lane to switch into.

We also call it ”concurrency.”

We can learn an important point by considering the collision counts of
those two algorithms (see Figure 5.7). The method for concurrency avoidance
might be weak since the collision count of T-N-half is not lower than that of
T-full (which actually did nothing for concurrency avoidance). Inspired by
these, one conclusion is that having strict criteria on the target lane is a very
important way to reduce the collision count. And with the success of T-full,
another conclusion is that avoiding all concurrency will lead to a significant
cost, and partially avoiding concurrency might not make things better. It
could be an interesting topic of future work to combine those two algorithms,
i.e., having strict criteria on the target lane and loose criteria on neighbor

lanes.

One interesting thing is, the speed cost for this algorithm is unexpectedly
higher than for the stricter version T-N-full. The speed cost would be signif-
icantly increased by either spending much time on slowing down or staying
out of tube for a long time (since drones always fly with the maximum speed
when it is out of tube). Considering this algorithm’s low position cost, the
reason for the high speed cost could be the former, as more drones may have
to slow down by the sudden lane switching of others, since T-N-half has a
loose check on the target lane. But with the current data, we cannot give a

more precise explanation of this phenomenon.

Overall, this algorithm is the worst one, and it does not perform well in

any situation. One possible optimization is to use stricter criteria on the
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target lane.

6.1.4 Loose T-N-full

T-N-full is the best algorithm from our simulation results. This is because
it has the lowest total cost and the lowest collision count. The difference
between Loose T-N-full and T-N-full is that the former one can ensure the
drone, which has the fastest speed within a certain range, can always start
lane switching. So there should be more switching happening compared to
the most strict algorithm T-N-full. Moreover, this loose check also ensures
only one drone can change lane at the same time, which can be helpful for
concurrency avoidance.

There is one potential problem with this algorithm. When the fastest
drone does not need to change lane, other drones, who need, must wait for
the fastest one to go far away. Based on that, one possible optimization is
that the comparison pool only includes drones that potentially need to switch

in the near future when comparing who is the fastest.

6.1.5 Comparison the Four Algorithms

In Table 5.5, we give additional cost information to compare the performance
between the four algorithms. The collision cost of T-N-full and Loose T-N-
full are zero when the generation rate is not too high. These two algorithms
are good at collision avoidance when the packet loss rate is low.

The performance of our algorithms changes as the drone generation rate
change. The obvious point is the ratio of speed cost to position cost. This
ratio keeps decreasing when we increase the drone generation rate. If more
drones exist in the simulation, they become more likely to fly out of the tube
to avoid a collision. For a fixed drone generation rate such as 1, 4, and 7, the
algorithms with higher s/p (in Table 5.5) tend to allow drones to select outer
lanes rather than inner lanes.

With respect to the total cost value, the best algorithm Loose T-N-full is
just about 11% better than the worst one (T-N-half) for a low drone density.
This indicates that either loose or strict criteria will lead to a similar impact

on the overall performance. This is mostly caused by the low probability of
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facing concurrency problems. Drones need not wait or slow down to prevent
concurrency. But when the drone generation rate is high (=7), the difference
increases to 40%. This time, the ability to solve high concurrency is quite im-
portant. Loose-T-N-full performs the best in balancing the switching count
and collision count. T-full is also good but it leads to a high destruction
rate, as it encourages drones to switch lanes and does not care about concur-
rency at all. T-N-full is conservative, it is designed to avoid any simultaneous
lane switching, thus leads to the smallest collision cost, and highest speed
and position costs. While T-N-half is the worst algorithm, it fails to balance
cost and collision by using looser criteria. However, when the values of sim-
ulation parameters are extreme (in Section 5.4), all algorithms perform very
bad. That is because the packet loss rate is high enough, drones only have a
very small probability of hearing information from others. In that case, our

algorithms have limited uses for collision avoidance.

6.1.6 Explanation of Oscillation

The oscillation is the most interesting finding in our simulations. In our
expectation, there should be only the oscillation with a small amplitude shown
in collision count vs. n-th second graph (see Figure 5.22). One reason for
that is that the number of repetitions is not large enough. And another is
that a high collision count in the last second will slightly decrease the packet
loss rate in the next second. Hence, the collision count in the next second
might show a subtle change. However, our results also show big oscillations,
in which the max/min ratio can even be 600% (1.5 vs. 0.25) and the period is
around 25 seconds. The amplitude of these big oscillations becomes smaller
as time progresses. In this section, we discuss these phenomena and give our
explanation.

Before we explain the oscillation, we first discuss the dynamic balance
between collisions and drone counts. We spawn drones and release them into
the tube continuously based on our system model. When the environment is
extreme (i.e., short beacon interval, high transmit power), many drones suffer

collisions and are destroyed. During this process, we have the following loop.

Under extreme conditions, packets sent at the start of the tube can inter-
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Figure 6.2: Dynamic balance between collision count and drone count

fere with the drone at the end of the tube, thus increasing the drone count
should negatively affect the packet loss rate. Then, in one second, if the
number of the generated drone is larger than the number of destroyed drones
plus the number of drones that reached the end of the tube (we use ”fin-
ished” to represent these in Figure 6.2), the total number of drones in tube
would increase, leading to an increase of packet loss rate. Consequently, more
drones are destroyed. If the total number of drones is still increasing, this
process will continue. Oppositely, if the total number of drones decreases, it
would finally cause fewer drones to be destroyed. This loop should happen
continuously until the total number of drones in the tube does not change.
We hypothesize that there are three factors in our simulation related to

the big oscillations, they are:

e First of all, the effect of packet loss on collisions has some delay. For
a rear-end collision, the length of the delay depends on the distance
(when communication is lost) between the two related drones. For
a simultaneous lane switching collision, it depends on the overtaking

speed (introduced in Section 3.2).

e Secondly, a threshold of packet loss rate exists in our simulation. Recall
from Section 5.3.4, when the packet loss rate is lower than the threshold,
it only slightly affects the collision count. But, once it is higher than
the threshold, the collision count would significantly increase. Hence,
before the packet loss rate reaches the threshold value, only a small

number of drones are destroyed.
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e Thirdly, based on our simulation setting in Table 5.1, the average time

for a drone to reach the end of the tube is 40 second.

Due to the third factor, the total number of drones should keep increasing
before the 40th second if no collisions happen. However, with the increase
of drone count, the packet loss rate also increases. At a certain time (ap-
proximately the 35th! second in Figure 5.23), the packet loss rate becomes
larger than the threshold and start to significantly affect the collision count.
But due to the impact of delay we mentioned above, no collisions will happen
immediately when the packet loss rate first grows too large. It leads to both
the total number of drones and packet loss rate still keep increasing while at
this stage (35th to 40th second in Figure 5.23).

At another certain time (40th second in Figures 5.21 and 5.22), many
drones start to collide with others due to the high packet loss rate some
seconds before, and many drones reach the end of the tube. Consequently, the
total number of drones shows a sudden sharp drop. Therefore, the balancing
mechanism shown in Figure 6.2 is enabled. Furthermore, since a large number
of drones is destroyed at the same time, the packet loss rate will be reduced
to a relatively low value sometime later. This leads to a significant decrease
in collision count. Hence the oscillation has started a new cycle until the
negative feedback mechanism reaches the balance.

There is another possibility for starting an oscillation. Based on our al-
gorithm design, a drone is expected to slow down when there is no suitable
lane to switch into. For the extreme parameter set, the tube is crowded, and
most drones can not find an available lane. Therefore, many drones will keep
slowing down and then block each other. This situation is shown in Figure
6.3 below. In such situation, a significant drop in drone numbers can also
happen when this big group of drones reaches the end of the tube. And due
to the sudden decrease, the adjustment mechanism will start also.

When we extend the length of our tube, the result is quite different. In
this further simulation, we set the tube length from 1000m to 2500m, and

this change makes drones need 100 seconds to reach the end of the tube.

I This is because the drone count at this time is equal the to final ”converged” value in
Figure 5.24
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drones are evenly distributed in the tube

many drones are blocked by the slower drone in fro

Figure 6.3: Drone jam due to the slower drones in front

Hence, at the 40th second, drones count would keep increasing (but with a
smaller slope due to collisions) instead of starting to decrease. Furthermore,
the interference range of a drone is smaller than the new tube length. Thus,
a newly generated drone cannot interfere the firstmost generated drones after
a certain time? we start the simulation. After that time, when more drones
are generated, the packet loss rate will not increase anymore. In other words,
after the drone count is larger than a threshold value, the packet loss rate
would not change.

At the 100th second, drones start to reach the end of the tube, leading
to the decrease of the slope of the drone count. However, the packet loss
rate does not change since the drone count is still larger than the threshold
we mentioned above. Based on the dynamic balancing mechanism shown
in Figure 6.2, the number of collisions that happen in one second would not
change if the packet loss rate is fixed. Therefore, the node count would show a
“monotonically” smooth change until it is smaller than the threshold. Finally,
the big oscillations would not appear as there is no sudden change of node
count during the simulation, only irregular oscillations exist for some time
after the simulation starts running. Those irregular oscillations either appear
in Figure 5.25 or Figure 5.22, and we think they are mainly caused by random
fluctuations and small number of repetitions.

Overall, oscillations only appear to exist in extreme environments. It is

2 We strongly suspect that it is the 75th second, as the packet loss count firstly decreases
after the 40th second in Figure 5.25.
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important to note that based on the data we collected, we cannot fully prove
the correctness of our explanation for the oscillation. But the oscillations
clearly suggest that there might be a balancing mechanism between the colli-
sion count and node count in a small area. That could be an interesting topic

to explore in the future.

6.2 Limitations and Future Works

In this section, we discuss the limitations of this project, and then we give

our suggestions for future works.

6.2.1 Cost Normalization Problem

One hidden parameter that can significantly affect the final cost in our cost
model is tube length. For the collision cost, a longer tube can increase the
possibility of having more collisions. Then more collisions will lead to a
higher collision cost. For speed and position cost, if we fixed other parame-
ters, the final values for two thousand meters should be approximately two
times larger than those for one thousand meters. To make cost values more
easily understandable, it makes sense to normalize them, for example to one

kilometer.

6.2.2 The Domain of Parameters

One purpose of our project is to learn how simulation parameters affect the
result for the total cost. Due to a limitation of time available for simulations,
we have restricted the range of simulation parameters. An example is the
transmit power. We only tested the three values 0.001W, 0.005W, and 0.01W.
But the results did not satisfy our expectations, and we are interested to see
the expected negative influence of lowering the transmit power. Since sending
beacon packets with a low transmit power may only lead neighbors in too
small of a range. Another case is the beacon interval, our suspicion is that
the collision count will become large when the interval is too long or too short.
The results only showing longer intervals have this kind of impact, shortening
the interval can be beneficial in optimizing the cost, up to the point where

the wireless channel becomes too congested and packet loss rates rise again.
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So, the domain of our parameters in this project is not sufficient to show
the trade-off of those parameters. Our discussion of the effect of parameters

is necessarily limited by that.

6.2.3  Simple Traffic Model

We have a simple traffic model for the communication of drones. That is,
drones only send beacon packets during the whole simulation. On the one
hand, this assumption can make the system model simple to design and im-
plement. And the final total cost can clearly show the use and effect of the

beacon packets.

But on the other hand, there should be many other types of packets, such
as packets used for applications. This can also influence the simulation result.
One obvious effect is that they add further interference for beacons, meaning
that beacons will be less likely to be received by other drones, and more
collisions might happen. To explore the application of our coordination-free

algorithm, it needs more realistic traffic in future works.

6.2.4 Negotiation Between Drones

Our coordination-free algorithms are designed to use no negotiation at all.
That means drones are not allowed to share their overtaking plan with others,
nor to give others a signal when starting a lane switching. The advantage of
totally coordination-free algorithms is that they still work when drones meet
some problems when negotiating with others. Hence, our coordination-free
algorithms can be seen as a baseline, and we expect that other coordination-

based algorithms should perform better than that baseline.

In reality, in the context of the ground vehicles, there always exists some
negotiation between drivers. One example is the brake light; even if the driver
does not want to tell the intention of braking to cars behind, those cars can
still recognize the incoming braking. Another example is the blinker. In the
future, the beacon packet of drones might always include some ”negotiation”

information in it.
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6.2.5 Future Works

Based on our discussion above, we now give some suggestions for future work.

Regarding the drone road model:

e Firstly, attempt to increase the drone density, which by necessity re-
quires more lanes in the tube. Our current setting only allows us to
generate up to seven drones each time so that the drone density is lim-
ited. Many more drones can be set in the tube with a wider zero cost
area. Hence, interference should be more prominent. Future work can
focus on finding the trade-off between increasing the drone density and
controlling the collision rate, or focus on finding a good value set of

simulation parameters for higher density environments.

e Secondly, another possible research direction is to consider removing
the sub-tube or lanes in the tube. That means drones are no longer
restricted to lanes, and they can stay anywhere in the section area of
the tube. Drones are expected to be more disordered, and more col-
lisions may happen. In addition, removing the concept of lanes will
make it harder for drones to switch the ”lane,” especially finding a suit-
able position in the section area of the tube. Since there are only six
choices in our current model, computational overhead is quite manage-
able. But without lanes, there are infinitely many choices, leading to
the challenge of optimizing the selection. Furthermore, the concurrency
switching problem will be much more complicated as all drones may se-
lect a particular position to switch into. Future studies may focus on
the challenges we list above and then design an algorithm that applies

to that case.
Regarding the communication model, we suggest the following:

e Expand the content of the beacon packet to include some kind of nego-
tiation information (such as the switching plan or the turning signal).
Then the lane switching algorithms can be re-designed to use the ”co-
ordination” messages to simplify the criteria check or further optimize

the performance.
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e Consider adding some background packets. Those packets are transmit-
ted in addition to the beacons that drones send. With the interference
generated by those packets, the number of beacon packets lost should
be much higher than in the current setting. And correspondingly, the
values for simulation parameters to minimize the collision rate should
be different.

For the cost model, we encourage to normalize the three types of cost and
use a unit like cost per kilometer instead of using the total cost. Based on
this normalization, we can find a standard to tell whether a value of total cost
is considered perfect, good, normal, or bad. Another suggestion about the
cost model is to add additional types of cost, such as a penalty for multiple
collisions in a short time.

We suggest expanding the domain of our simulation parameters for the
simulations, especially for the transmit power and beacon interval. This can
be helpful to further explore the effect of those parameters on performance.
In addition, the "best value” that minimizes the total cost might be found
within a wider domain. Those optimal values can be valuable for applying
the algorithm to reality. What’s more, other parameters, such as coding and
modulation scheme, can also be added to the simulation.

In Section 6.2.1, we mentioned that it is hard for drones to move back
to the tube when the drone density is high and the criteria are strict. Our
current strategy is that a drone must choose a lane with a smaller tier than it
is currently flying in to move back into the tube. That strategy is simple, but
it also restricts the route. The drone cannot take a detour. So, one suggestion
for future works is to explore a method for a drone to move into the tube at
a lower cost.

Another suggestion for algorithm design is to implement the adaption of
beaconing rate and transmit power, which means drones can be able to adapt
the related parameters to lower the packet loss rate. Drones may find the
optimal of those parameters during the adaption, and the collision count is
like to be reduced.

A final piece of possible future work is to learn more about the oscillation

phenomenon we observed in Section 6.4.2. Based on our results, this phe-
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nomenon happens within a "small” area in which drones can significantly in-
terfere with others. One aim for the future is to find the relationship between
the drone density and the maximum range of the oscillation area. Another is
to explore the potential effect of this phenomenon. Finally, in our discussion,
we did not give a confident explanation of why big oscillation will disappear
eventually. This could also be investigated in future works by collecting more
data such as the number of arrived drones per second or the delay between

losing communication and collision.
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Chapter VII

Conclusion

This project aims to design a lane switching algorithm for drones in a
tube road, which is a long straight air space. Drones are only allowed to
share basic position and speed information with each other. One key problem
our algorithms should be able to overcome is to avoid collisions. Based on
the literature review, one important reason for drone collisions is packet loss.
That is, drones fail to update the safety information for others and cannot
recognize an incoming collision. A key purpose for our project is to explore
how certain key parameters can affect the performance of our algorithms.
We are interested in the parameters which can affect the packet loss rate
by influencing the probability of direct or hidden-terminal packet collisions.
These parameters include drone density, beacon packet interval, transmit
power, and path loss exponent for the log-distance channel model.

To simplify the problem and be able to implement our algorithm in a
programming language, we present a system model to give several assump-
tions about the drone, the tube road, the communication, and the cost. We
have used OMNet++ as the simulation software in our project. It can sim-
ulate most events happening in wireless communications, including packet
loss, which is quite important in our scenario. We have designed a ”big”
simulation campaign to investigate the effect of simulation parameters on the
performance of our algorithms.

In the remainder of this chapter we discuss our responses to the research

questions, starting with that one:

e RQ1: Can our coordination-free algorithms perform better than the

baseline? Do they have any limitations?

We designed eight algorithms and compared them to evaluate their per-
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formance. Those eight algorithms include two baseline algorithms which are
”do-nothing” and ”always slow down.” The other six algorithms are similar
but with different criteria for starting lane switching. Based on a preliminary
study, we have seen that all algorithms except the naive one show a signifi-
cant advantage in avoiding collisions and lowering the total cost. Two of our
criteria-based algorithms have similar performance compared to the ”always
slow down” algorithm, and the other four algorithms perform equally well
in this preliminary study. So we can say that four of our coordination-free
algorithms perform better than the baseline, and they can help to reduce the
collision count and total cost.

In our simulation results, Loose T-N-full always performs better than
all the other algorithms, whereas T-full and T-N-full can also be considered
feasible solutions in some situations. T-full has the highest switching count
and the lowest speed and position costs. However, it is not able to avoid
collisions that are caused by simultaneously multiple lane switching (we call
it ”concurrency” ), which gives it the second most collision count among all
algorithms. T-N-full gives the lowest collision count, and if we were to increase
the coefficient for the collision cost in our total cost function, it is potentially
the best algorithm. For T-N-half, the results show it does not have any
advantages compared with other algorithms, but is still a reasonable attempt
to solve the concurrency problem. One common limitation of those algorithms
is that they can prevent most collisions only if the packet loss rate is low.
A potential reason is that our algorithms do not predict the trajectories of
other drones well enough. When the packet loss rate is high, the knowledge
of neighbored drones can be quite inaccurate. Hence drones cannot avoid
incoming collisions. Another common limitation is related to the concurrency
problem, our algorithms cannot solve it in a good way. T-N-full and Loose
T-N-full can somewhat prevent collisions caused by concurrency, but they
also limit the choice during lane switching, and slowing down becomes the
only one option in many cases.

Regarding the second research question:

e RQ2: What factors (drone density, transmit power, etc.) have signifi-

cant impact on performance, and how do they affect it? Can we explain
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that?

Overall, all of the factors considered can significantly affect the final per-
formance in our scenario. All parameters influence the total cost by affecting
the packet loss rate. With the increase of drone density or the reduction of
the beacon interval, there should be more packets transmitted at the same
time. Hence, the probability of packet collisions will be higher, leading to a
greater difficulty for drones to recognize an incoming collision and respond
to it. Transmit power and path loss exponent can affect the interference seen
by packets and thus impact the communication range and packet loss rate.

Regarding the last research question:

e RQ3: Can we find a “genie” solution (i.e. no collision guarantee) for

the problem?

In reality, the answer is no since packet loss should always exist. Even
though some of our algorithms are designed to avoid collisions in a low packet
loss rate environment, some collisions can still happen with small probability
events (e.g., key beacon packets are continuously lost). Even for the most
simple algorithm, always slow down, collisions are not fully avoided in the
presence of the hidden-terminal packet collisions. However, when the packet
loss rate is not too high (details in Figure 5.10), most algorithms can ensure
that more than 95% of drones will not be destroyed by collisions. And when
the drone density is small (drone generation rate is less than 4.5), T-N-full
and Loose T-N-full can almost avoid collisions.

One interesting finding in our simulations is the existence of big oscilla-
tions for the collision count. This phenomenon happens when drones at the
start of the tube start to interfere with drones further down the tube. In
our inference, when the interference power is very high, there might be a
dynamic feedback mechanism to balance the collision count and drone count.
In our view, this phenomenon is probably caused by the time leg between a
surge of packet losses and resulting collisions. But this hypothesis needs more

evidence and data to prove in future works.
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